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Support Ron Paul's Health Freedom Protection Act, H.R. 2117

Tell Your Congressmen and Women to Co Sponsor the Health Freedom Protection Act, H.R. 2117

The FDA is on a rampage against dietary supplements. Preventing reasonable and factual health claims, the FDA is using its immense power to fuel the pharmaceutical profit picture at the expense of the lives and health of hundreds of thousands of Americans each year. The rights of Americans to learn about natural products through truthful, science-based health claims is routinely stifled to the detriment of health and health freedom in the United States.

This bill shifts the burden of proof onto the FDA whenever the agency wants to deny the public the benefit of health claims information about Dietary Supplements.

H. R. 2117 allows reasonable health claims, with proper disclosure language, "unless the Secretary determines that -- `(i) there is no scientific evidence that supports the claim; and `(ii) the claim is inherently misleading and incapable of being rendered non misleading through the addition of a disclaimer." Thus, even "a scintilla" of scientific evidence would allow the making of claims that Dietary Supplements may be of benefit to individuals. The requirements of the bill are consistent with the law that already governs the agency's position, announced in 2004, "FDA intends to apply a standard for substantiating claims for dietary supplements that is consistent with the Federal Trade Commission's (FTC's) standard for dietary supplements and other health related products of 'competent and reliable scientific evidence'."

Current FDA policy, in violation of US Case Law, is to deny truthful claims which do not relate to either structure or function. All other truthful health claims are currently forbidden by the FDA. This bill would greatly enhance public access to truthful and not misleading health information, in keeping with the US Supreme Court's dictum in Thompson v. Western States Medical Centers and presents a clear opportunity to enhance legal protections for Dietary Supplements and natural remedies. 

Urge your Congressmen/women to press for passage of H. R. 2117 which would shift FDA resources from over-regulation of safe food substances to what should properly be considered their main task, protecting people from dangerous drugs and medical devices. 

In our opinion, this bill would greatly enhance public access to truthful and not misleading health information, in keeping with the US Supreme Court's dictum in Thompson v. Western States Medical Centers, "If the First Amendment means anything, it means that regulating speech must be a last - not first - resort.  *** We have previously rejected the notion that the Government has an interest in preventing the dissemination of truthful commercial information in order to prevent members of the public from making bad decisions with the information. *** Even if the Government did argue that it had an interest in preventing misleading advertisements, this interest could be satisfied by the far less restrictive alternative of requiring ... a warning ..."

This bill, cosponsored by Congressmen Rep. Roscoe Bartlett [R-MD] - Rep. Dan Burton [R-IN] - Rep. John Duncan [R-TN] - Rep. Christopher Shays [R-CT], presents a clear opportunity to enhance legal protections for Dietary Supplements and natural remedies. Its adoption would shift FDA resources from over-regulation of safe food substances to what could be considered their main task, protecting people from dangerous drugs and medical devices. Currently, we need to encourage other congresspeople to join as cosponsors and get behind the Health Freedom Protection Act.
The FDA "revitalization" bill was recently passed by the Senate; just before it was passed, when Congress noticed hundreds of thousands of people complaining to the FDA to leave our supplements alone, a protective clause was added, exempting Dietary Supplements. The House can now enhance that protection by extending it to all food substances and by adopting the Health Freedom Protection Act. Therefore, we should ask our congresspeople to attach the HFPA to the "revitalization" bill, HR 1561 (House equivalent of S. 1082). While we do not support the bill to increase FDA power, if it is passed, it should include protective language such as the HFPA language.

Support Dr. Paul's bill: click on “Take Action” at www.HealthFreedomUSA.org
The text of the bill, reintroduced on May 7, 2007, can be found at: http://www.govtrack.us/congress/billtext.xpd?bill=h110-2117 
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