Use a 1-3/16” Forstner bit to make starling-proof entrance holes
on your martin houses or gourds. Starling-proof entrance holes
work effectively to keep European Starlings, the introduced spe-
cies that plagues conventional martin housing, out. Since the
introduction of European Starlings and House Sparrows into
North America in the late 1800’s, many of our native cavity nesting
species have declined. Starlings and House Sparrows take over
martin housing, chase away martins seeking nest sites, and will
destroy eggs and kill nestlings. Starlings also kill adult martins.
Unlike other methods of starling control that demand active land-
lord management, (such as trapping, nest removal or shooting),
these holes will keep starlings out 24 hours a day, whether the
landlord is there or not. Thus, these holes are especially helpful
when martin housing is at a weekend cottage or other site where
thelandlord is often away.

Starling-proof holes have been tested throughout North America
for several years by hundreds of landlords, and are proving tobe a
great success. They can be rectangular, crescent-shaped, or oval,
as long as the required dimensions of exactly 1-3/16” high and 2-
3/4” to 3” wide are followed. Using a Forstner bit, all three
entrance shapes are easier to make to the precise dimensions. If
holes are a bit too large (high), they may admit starlings; a bit too
small, they may not admit martins. Placement of the starling-
proof holes is also important; they may be placed so the bottom of
the hole is flush with the porch and compartment floor, or up to
1/2” above the porch and compartment floor, but no higher.

When converting existing housing to the starling-proof entrances,
you may need to cover or fill in the old openings, as they may be
too high above the porch floor to simply reshape them. Starlings
are not as readily attracted to gourds as they are to houses, but the
starling-proof entrances work on gourds also. On gourds, place
the entrances so that they face straight out of the equator of the
gourd, pointed neither up nor down.

Martins that are used to round entrance holes may adapt to the
new openings immediately, or they may take a few days to get
used to using them. Give them up to two weeks, if necessary, to
adapt to the new entrance holes. Itis best to convert all the open-
ings on your houses at once, rather than offer both conventicnal
and starling-proof entrances. If given a choice, martins prefer
conventional over starling-proof holes.

To convert existing housing, you can cut the oval holes into wood
plates and fasten the plates over the old entrances. When building
new housing, make sure to place the starling-proof entrances
either flush with, or no higher than1/2” above, the porch floor. If
housing does not have an external porch, place the entrances flush
with the interior floor.

Starling-proof entrance holes may soon become the standard for
all martin housing, and your experiences can help provide data to
convince commercial martin house manufacturers of the benefits
of such a design change. Please letthe PMCA know of your obser-
vations (i.e., starlings tried to enter and failed, martins nest suc-
cessfully, etc.) On a few occasions, an individual starling may be
smaller than average, and be able to enter the hole. Rarely, alarger
than average martin may have difficulty using the hole; please
report any problem you observe, so we may continue to refine the
design.
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These diagrams show how to cut a starling-proof entrance
hole for your martin housing. The height dimension is
extremely critical. If made a hair too big, starlings will get in; if
made a hair too small, martins won't be able to. Cut the cres-
cent shaped hole with the Forstner and jigsaw. If cutting the
crescent-shaped entrance hole seems too difficult, try the oval
or rectangular slots shown below, cut with a 1-3/16" Forstner
bit. Both have been successful at excluding starlings, while
still permitting Purple Martins to enter. Also, placement is
important. The bottom of the entrance hole may be placed
flush with the porch floor, or 1/4” to 1/2” above the porch. It
should not be any higher. If you have ever had starling prob-
lems, give this atry.
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