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Message from the 
   Supreme Knight

James K. Ellis,  
Supreme Knight

lessings and Greetings to my Brothers and Sisters in Claverism:
It is an honor and privilege to commence my service as the 17th 

Supreme Knight of the Knights of Peter Claver. I am sincerely 
appreciative for the many prayers, helpful support, and thoughtful words of 
encouragement received thus far, and pledge to work diligently on behalf 
of our Noble Order.

B
I greatly enjoyed praying, fellowshipping, and serving with 

my fellow Clavers this past summer at the 102nd National 
Council and 85th National Court Annual Convention held in 
New Orleans, Louisiana. It was an exciting and invigorating 
event that demonstrated the commitment of our members to 
ensuring the success of our Order.

I wish to express my gratitude to Wor-
thy F. DeKarlos Blackmon, 16th Supreme 
Knight of the Knights of Peter Claver, for 
the six years of service and leadership he 
faithfully gave to our Order. 

Additionally, special thanks to the out-
going National Council Board Members: 
Worthy Gene A. Phillips, Sr., 15th Supreme 
Knight; Athanase J. Jones, Jr., Past National 
Secretary; Omar E. Jones, Past National 
Treasurer; Paul H. Ledet, Jr., Past Lay Mem-
ber of the Board, and Gregory J. Warner, 
Sr., Past Deputy of the Western States. 

Our Order welcomes several new or tran-
sitioning members to the National Council 
Board: Oscar J. Benoit, Deputy Supreme 
Knight; William T. Everette, National Sec-
retary; Ricky P. Sassau, National Treasurer; Omar K. Mason, Na-
tional Advocate; Jari C. Honora, Lay Board Member, F. DeKarlos 
Blackmon, Past Supreme Knight, Adrian S. Adams, State Deputy 
of Texas, and Bruce D. Sampson, Deputy of the Western States. 

I know that with your continued support, hard work, and 
dedication to fulfilling our mission, goals, and vision, we will 
substantially strengthen and increase our impact in the parishes 
and communities in which we serve.

Today’s challenging times remind us that we must further our 
commitment to Faith in our God’s promises and abilities; Hope 
for our brothers and sisters; Love through thoughts, words, and 
actions for all mankind; Friendship in our interactions and fel-
lowship with each other; Unity in our commitment to service and 
betterment; and Christian Charity through our service and work.

My goal as Supreme Knight of our fraternal order is to help lead 

our organization in achieving this vision. I am focused on improv-
ing communication between our Order’s six divisions, continu-
ing our membership outreach and expansion, and identifying and 
pursuing additional revenue sources in order to secure our finan-
cial stability and increase the service capacity of our local units.

I would be remiss if I did not offer the con-
tinued prayers and support of all Clavers to 
our brothers and sisters impacted by the re-
cent natural disasters in Louisiana and along 
the southeast coast. Such events remind us 
of the vulnerability of man and strength and 
power of God to restore. 

The generous financial support from 
Clavers across the country allowed our Order 
to provide needed assistance to our impacted 
members. On behalf of those members, I want 
to express true gratitude and appreciation to 
all individuals and units who answered the 
call to assist in our efforts.

In 2017, we will celebrate the 100th an-
niversary of the authorization of the Junior 
Knights! Our fortitude and longevity serve 
to illustrate the importance and impact of 

the role each division serves.
I look forward to seeing many of you as we convene the 22nd 

Biennial Junior Knights and Junior Daughters Convention in 
Kansas City, Missouri, July 6 – July 9, 2017 and our 103rd Na-
tional Council and 86th National Court Convention in Dallas, 
Texas, July 21 – 26, 2017. 

As we celebrate Christmas and the beginning of a new year, I 
wish you all blessings and am thankful for your allowing me to 
serve you and our Order!

Yours in Christ and Claverism,
James K. Ellis

Supreme Knight

“I know that with 
your continued support, 
hard work, and 
dedication to fulfilling 
our mission, goals, 
and vision, we will 
substantially strengthen 
and increase our impact 
in the parishes and 
communities in which 
we serve.”
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The passing on of the gavel after the swearing in ceremony  
on July 27, 2016.

Junior Supreme Knight Carrington Guillory and Supreme 
Knight Ellis sharing a moment after Mass.

A special Mass of Thanksgiving was held at St. Mary of the 
Purification in Houston to honor of the new Supreme Knight.

Supreme Knight Ellis with his wife, Gracious Lady Rose Ellis, 
and their son Jeremy at the Mass of Thanksgiving.
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We were blessed to have four past Supreme Ladies in our midst, 
Esteemed Past Supreme Lady Florence W. Lee (1970-1976), Es-
teemed Past Supreme Lady Consuella M. Broussard (1982-1988), 
Esteemed Past Supreme Lady Mary L. Briers (2000-2006) and Es-
teemed Past Supreme Lady Geralyn C. Shelvin (2006-2012). We 
thank each of them for their encouraging remarks.

On behalf of the Knights of Peter Claver Ladies Auxiliary, I extend 
appreciation to the bishops, monsignors, clergy and deacons for their 
participation and assistance in the Opening Solomon Mass, as well 
as the daily Masses. We thank the Bishop Joseph A. Francis Choir 
under the direction of Brother W. Clifford Petty, Ms. Yvonne R. Mat-
thews, accompanist and Lady Lauren A. Warner for sharing their 
God-given talents in celebration of our Masses. Please allow me to 
take this opportunity to extend a huge thank you to Bishop Shelton 
J. Fabre, our spiritual leader and National Chaplain, for his unwaver-
ing support, counsel and the time he spent with us in our Chamber.

I have said it before, but words cannot express how much I ap-
preciate each of you. I am grateful for your continued coopera-
tion, commitment and dedication of service to our Noble Order. 
As always, we had a full agenda for the convention. In addition to 
the joint sessions and plenary sessions, there were committee meet-
ings and a First Time Attendees Workshop was held. The Emerg-
ing Leaders presented several programs for consideration, which 
were adopted and will be implemented in the near future (see full 
report in the minutes). You came prepared to address the business 
of the convention from beginning to the close of the convention 
on Wednesday. This allowed us to complete the business of the 
convention in a timely manner. In addition, we also had the Con-
vention banquet, ball, the first St. Peter Claver Foundation Fashion 
Show and Brunch as well as the Third Annual Founders’ Gala.

We thank His Excellency, Most Reverend Edward K. Braxton, 
Ph.D., and S.T.D., Bishop of Belleville, Ill., for his informative pre-
sentation on Monday, July 26, addressing his pastoral letter enti-

Ladies AuxiliaryMessage from the Supreme Lady

Vertelle A. Kenion, 
Supreme Lady

tled, The Catholic Church and the Black Lives Matter Movement: The 
Racial Divide in the United States Revisited. The chamber was full 
with Knights and Ladies. We were all appreciative for the time he 
spent with us and the message he delivered for our edification.

I commend the state/district deputies, their teams and the National 
Counselor of Junior Daughters and her team for the outstanding ef-
forts in the growth of the Ladies Auxiliary and the Junior Division.

I extend thanks to Worthy Past Supreme Knight F. DeKarlos Black-
mon for his service and commitment as Supreme Knight and Chief 
Executive Officer for our Noble Order. I wish him God’s blessings. I 
am eternally grateful to the National Council and Court Boards of Di-
rectors for their cooperation during our deliberations of pertinent mat-
ters that affect the future of our Noble Order. Lastly, I thank Executive 
Director Grant Jones and his staff for assisting us when called upon.

I welcome Most Worthy Supreme Knight James Ellis and his newly 
elected officers and deputies. I look forward to working with him and 
the National Council Board of Directors for the next two years. May 
God in His infinite mercy guide him as he governs our Noble Order.

As I prepare this message, the hurricane season is upon us. Cur-
rently, some of our Claver families have been personally affected by 
the devastating flooding in parts of Louisiana. In other parts of the 
country there are fires, droughts and tornadoes. I ask that you keep 
our Claver brothers and sisters in prayer.

In closing, in preparation for the holiday season, the National 
Court Board of Directors join me in wishing you and your families 
a Happy Thanksgiving, a spirit-filled Advent Season, a very Merry 
Christmas and may your New Year be one of prosperity!

Yours in Christ and Claverism,
Vertelle A. Kenion

Supreme Lady

reetings,
To God be the Glory! The 101st National Convention was truly 

a memorable experience. I thank each of you for the continued 
support and confidence you have exhibited by re-electing me to the office of 
Supreme Lady and the opportunity to serve and represent you for two more 
years. In addition, I extend congratulations to the officers of the National 
Court Board that were re-elected, and we welcome two new deputies: Lady 
Lori McCoy Shuler, Western States Deputy, and Lady Janae Tinsley, Texas 
State Deputy. Farewell and thank you to Lady Deputy Eva Volter and Lady 
Deputy Renita Lloyd-Smith for their outstanding service and commitment to 
the Ladies Auxiliary and our Noble Order. You will be missed from the Board!

G

Message from the 
   Supreme Lady
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Message from the National Chaplain Knights of Peter Claver

Most Rev. Shelton J.  
Fabre, National Chaplain

There is an old adage, a wise and insightful suggestion that 
we should never ever forget to pause and take time to count 
our blessings. When we count our blessings, we remember 
in the midst of all our struggles and needs that we have so 
much for which to be grateful. In spite of all our challenges, 
we are always nonetheless blessed in so many ways. Actually, 
the Church in its liturgy invites us to remember the reality of 
our blessings each and every time we gather for Mass, for the 
celebration of the Eucharist. 

The very word Eucharist is a Greek work that means thanksgiv-
ing. Each and every time we gather for the celebration of the Eu-
charist, this celebration invites us to lift up our needs to almighty 
God, but even more importantly at the very heart of the Eucharist 
we are asked to be thankful for all that God has done for us. The 
celebration of the Eucharist invites us to be thankful for the many 
ways that God reveals his love for us and showers this love upon 
us. The greatest gift for which we should be thankful to God is for 
the gift of his Son, Jesus Christ, who in his own self-offering to 
the Father has healed the wound that our sin introduced into the 
world. We are thankful to God for all that he offers us “through Je-
sus Christ our Lord,” and thankful to Jesus Christ for such a great 
love for us that he gives himself to save us from the power of sin 
and death. When we gather for Eucharist, we celebrate that that 
Jesus Christ gives himself to us in bread and wine, which become 
his Body and Blood, his Real Presence, and we are thankful for 
this great gift of Divine Love. What a wonderful gift that should 
always remind us to lift up our hearts and be thankful to God.

There is also another reason that we should always seek to 
foster in our minds and hearts a thankful spirit. Many people 
today are on a search for happiness, or for joy and fulfillment in 
life. Though joy and fulfillment in life may seem to be elusive 
and difficult to achieve for us, they are really very easy to attain. 
The difficulty is that they more often than not come to us in 
a manner that we do not expect, as do most of the wonderful 

things in life. Somewhere years ago I read that the people who 
are the most fulfilled, or joy-filled in life, are those who have the 
ability to always persevere in being thankful. I have pondered 
and reflected upon this idea for years since I read it, and I always 
return to the fact of its very basic truth. In my own personal life 
experience, I have found that I am most fulfilled and joy-filled 
in life not necessarily when I have what I want, but rather when 
I am thankful for what I have. Gratitude will always provoke joy 
in us. So if you want to be joyful and fulfilled in life, embrace a 
thankful spirit and you will find all the joy for which you search!

During these final days of the month of November, these days 
in which we are called in a special way to be thankful, make 
the effort to pause at various points and consciously count your 
blessings. By doing this, you will find the fulfillment and joy in 
life that come from knowing that you have been blessed abun-
dantly by God, especially in the gift of his Son Jesus Christ, and 
in the gift of your family and good friends. Heed the call of these 
final days of November, and be thankful. “Let us give thanks to 
the Lord our God. It is right and just.” 

Know that as I count my blessings during these days, among 
them I will include my association with the Knights and Ladies 
of Peter Claver. I am thankful for all that you accomplish for 
our Noble Order, and even more importantly for the many ways 
in which you serve the Church that we all love. May thankful 
hearts lead us to the joy of our celebration anew of the Lord’s 
birth at Bethlehem, and we should always be thankful for so 
great a gift! I pray God’s joy and peace upon you all as we offer 
thanks to God, and look forward to celebrating again the miracle 
of the Messiah’s birth at Bethlehem! Let us pray for one another 
before the altar of God. Peace!

Sincerely in Christ,
Bishop Shelton Fabre
National Chaplain

he end of the month of November here in the United States invites 
us for a moment to turn our focus away from the trials, tribulations 
and things we lack in life in order to focus on all of the reasons that 

we have to be thankful. 
T

Message from the 
   National Chaplain
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ames and Rose Ellis have 
been asked so many times 
to be godparents that they 

sometimes forget how many god-
children they have. “I would have 
to reach back into my memory,” 
laughs Rose. “Everyone calls us!”

Their reputation for upholding Catholic 
ideals has certainly influenced their new-
est endeavor. James was recently elected 
Supreme Knight and CEO of the Knights 
of Peter Claver. Rose is also a member, and 
the couple has made it their mission to 
serve others through the Order, strength-
ened by their longtime love for one an-
other. “We are about giving, sharing and 
working for those in need,” asserts Rose. 

James and Rose, who live in Houston, 
met at a college homecoming social, “just 
hanging out like most students,” remem-
bers Rose. Though they attended different 
Texas schools, James at Prairie View A&M 
and Rose at Texas Southern University, 
they remained in touch and married af-
ter a year, while still students. Important 
to both of them was their faith. They are 
42-year members of St. Mary of the Puri-
fication in Houston, though they travel to 
Our Mother of Mercy parish in Beaumont 
for every holiday to be with family.

“I was actually baptized a Baptist, born 
in Louisiana,” says James. “I met my wife 
in 1974, and she was a Catholic, so I 
started attending church with her. She 
faithfully attended every Sunday and I 
always came along. It really felt natural 
and was fulfilling to attend church on a 
regular basis, rather than periodically at-
tending at special times like Christmas 

EVERYTHING IS A 

Gift from God
By Katie Fiermonti

J
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and Easter. I converted in 1979, prior 
to the birth of our son, Jeremy. My faith 
means everything to me, but in particular 
it means that everything I am, and every-
thing I have, is a gift from God.”

Rose’s Catholic upbringing left an indel-
ible mark on her. Raised in Beaumont, she 
was educated by Blessed Sacrament and Do-
minican sisters. Her family taught her that 
service to others was a gift and responsibility. 

“My mother, Estrelda Mae Guillory Son-
nier, believes that the best education about 
Catholicism came from those that serve it 
every day – the sisters, brothers and priests 
that give back daily. My grandfather, Lucius 
Guillory, helped build St. Anne’s church in 
Mallet, La. He was a faithful member of the 
Knights of Peter Claver and spoke about it 
to us often,” she says. Her drive to carry on 
her family’s commitment to service mani-
fested itself in years of volunteerism, with 
stints as Vice Grand Lady, Grand Lady and 
President of the Texas Conference since 
joining the KPC 25 years ago. She also vol-
unteers with the Missionaries of St. Paul.

“I contribute my commitment to service 
to my grandfather, my mother and my fa-
ther, Leon Sonnier. Family is the core of our 
commitment. We all give back,” she says.

James entered the KPC in 1985, after 

“I lead at a time when 
you might wonder what 
our nation’s values are, 
based on what we see 
unfolding in the political 
campaigns. Service is 
needed in this country. 
This is an opportunity to 
tap into the talent of our 
members and position our 
organization to sustain 
the challenges of trying to 
strive in a secular world.”

a secular world. I hope to elevate the level 
we serve our communities and each other.”

His own relationship with God is what 
will sustain him throughout his tenure 
over the next two to six years. “I am con-
tinually looking for ways to build on the 
relationship I have with God,” he says. “I 
know he is the only one who can forgive 
us our sins, lead us to life everlasting, and 
he is constantly open to a relationship with 
me. I am truly driven by his promise that 
when I accept Jesus Christ as our Lord and 
Savior, I then invite God into my life.”

Rose, who spent 35 years of her career 
in education, is energized when she thinks 
of her time with the Order, and the pos-
sibilities for the future, particularly for the 
youth. “The young members are the most 
important part of our organization. They 
give back from the heart unconditionally. 
So many of our own are without – I just 
want to do my part. The little that I do. 
Service is who we are. Service is what I do.”

And James, who counts his spare time as 
time that is best spent in the service of oth-
ers, agrees. “I feel I have a responsibility, as a 
Christian, and recipient of all these gifts, to 
acknowledge God through my service and 
actions to others. My faith has been that 
way since I entered the Catholic Church.”

being asked numerous times to join the 
organization. He has been a national of-
ficer for the past decade. “It proved to be 
the vehicle I needed to serve my church 
and community more. That drive has not 
ceased since joining. This organization 
was born out of a vision of clergy and lay 
members, to be an organization available 
to Catholic men of color, sanctioned by 
the Church. An organization that would 
afford Catholic men of color a place to 
come together and socialize. Now we are 
the only lay organization in the Church 
where the entire family can become 
members. As Supreme Knight and CEO, 
it gives me a great deal of gratitude and 
thanksgiving to have been selected.”

James, a senior manager with the U.S. 
Treasury Department, hopes to build the 
relationships established between the Or-
der and the Church, fortify the bonds with 
local clergy, and work to protect people 
who are marginalized in society. “I lead at 
a time when you might wonder what our 
nation’s values are, based on what we see 
unfolding in the political campaigns. Ser-
vice is needed in this country. This is an 
opportunity to tap into the talent of our 
members and position our organization to 
sustain the challenges of trying to strive in 
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HER LIFE

 Born in Skopje, Albania, in the Ottoman Empire 
(now Macedonia) on Aug. 26, 1910, Anjezë (Agnes) 
Gonxhe Bojaxhiu considered her baptismal day, 
Aug. 27, her true birthday. When she was 8, her fa-
ther died after becoming ill suddenly, possibly the 
victim of poisoning by his political enemies. 

In the course of raising her three children, Lazar, 
Aga and Agnes, Drana Bojaxhiu extended an open 
invitation to the city’s poor to dine with her family. 
She told her daughter, “My child, never eat a single 
mouthful unless you are sharing it with others.” 
When Agnes asked about the people eating with 
them, her mother would respond, “Some of them 
are our relations, but all of them are our people.” 

A LIFE POURED  
OUT FOR CHRIST

From an early age, young Agnes 
was fascinated by the lives of mis-
sionaries in Bengal, and by the age 
of 12 had decided that she should 
pursue a consecrated religious life. 
She entered the Sisters of Loreto 
at Loreto Abbey in Ireland in 1928, 
wanting to learn English so she 
could become a missionary in In-
dia. She arrived in Calcutta in 1929 
to begin her novitiate. There, she 
learned Bengali and taught at St. 
Teresa’s School. When she took 
first vows in 1931, she wanted to be 
named after St. Thérèse of Lisieux, 
but chose the Spanish spelling of 
Teresa, and became Sister Mary 
Teresa. She made her final profes-
sion of vows in 1937, becoming, as 
she said, “the spouse of Jesus” for 
“all eternity.” She was first called 
Mother Teresa while teaching at 
St. Mary’s School in Calcutta. 

In September 1946, while trav-
eling by train from Calcutta to 
Darjeeling for a retreat with her 

community, St. Teresa experienced what she later 
referred to as the call within the call: “I was to 
leave the convent and help the poor while living 
among them. It was an order. To fail would have 
been to break the faith.” 

In 1948, she received permission to begin the 
Missionaries of Charity. St. Teresa traded in her tra-
ditional habit and began wearing the simple cot-
ton sari for which she became so well known; she 
became an Indian citizen and received basic medi-
cal training. By 1949, a group of young women had 
joined her, and the Missionaries of Charity went on 
to become officially recognized as a diocesan re-
ligious congregation in 1950. They went into the 
slums of Calcutta to care for the sick and hungry.

The mission of the congregation, then as now, was 
articulated by St. Teresa in her acceptance speech 

  Do not think  
that love in order to 
be genuine has to be 
extraordinary. What we 
need is to love without 
getting tired. Be faithful 
in small things because 
it is in them that your 
strength lies.” 
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Mother Teresa of Calcutta’s canonization was Sept. 4

By  
Peggy Dekeyser
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 Special Report

for the Nobel Peace Prize in 1979: “In the poor, it is the 
hungry Christ that we are feeding, it is the naked Christ 
that we are clothing, it is the homeless Christ that we 
are giving shelter.” 

HER WORK 

 In 1952, St. Teresa opened Kalighat Home for the 
Dying in Calcutta, which was a free hospice for the 
poor housed in an abandoned Hindu temple. All 
those who came to the home received care consis-
tent with their faith. Next came a home for those 
with Hansen’s disease, or leprosy. She established 
outreach clinics throughout Calcutta for those suf-
fering from the dreaded disease. 

Lost children found a home with the Missionaries 
of Charity at Nirmala Shishu Bhavan, a home for or-
phans and homeless youth. By 1960, the missionaries 
were operating orphanages and hospices all over In-
dia. In 1965, they expanded their mission to Venezuela 
with five sisters. Throughout the next decade, more 
missions followed until they had a presence on every 
continent. 

Throughout the 1960s, 1970s and 1980s, St. Teresa 
founded the Missionaries of Charity Brothers, the 
contemplative branch of the sisters, the contempla-
tive branch of the brothers and the Missionaries of 
Charity Fathers. For the laity, she founded the Co-
Workers of St. Teresa, the Sick and Suffering Co-
Workers and, later, the Lay Missionaries of Charity. 
She also founded the Corpus Christi Movement for 
Priests in 1981, as a “little way of holiness” for those 
who wished to share in her charism. 

St. Teresa was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in 
1979, “for work undertaken in the struggle to over-
come poverty and distress, which also constitutes 
a threat to peace.” She planned to use the approxi-
mately $190,000 in prize money to build more homes 
for the poor, “especially for the lepers.”

As of 2015, the Missionaries of Charity numbered 
377 brothers and 5,029 sisters worldwide, operating 
missions, schools and shelters in 137 countries. 

HER DEATH

 In March of 1997, with significant problems impairing her 
health, St. Teresa stepped down as superior general of the 
Missionaries of Charity. Following a final visit to Rome to visit 
St. John Paul II, she returned to Calcutta, where she died on 
Sept. 5. The government of India gave her a state funeral, 
and she was buried at the motherhouse of the Missionaries of 
Charity in Calcutta.

BEATIFICATION  
AND SAINTHOOD

 In early 1999 — less than two years after St. Teresa’s death 
— St. John Paul II waived the usual five-year waiting period 
and allowed her canonization cause to be opened. This was 
the first time a canonization cause was not subject to the 
five-year rule. In 2003, the Holy Father beatified St. Teresa 
on World Mission Sunday before a crowd of 300,000 in St. 
Peter’s Square. In his homily that day, St. John Paul II said, 
“[St. Teresa’s] life is a testimony to the dignity and the privi-
lege of humble service. She had chosen to be not just the 
least, but to be the servant of the least. As a real mother to 
the poor, she bent down to those suffering various forms 
of poverty. Her greatness lies in her ability to give without 
counting the cost, to give ‘until it hurts.’ Her life was a radi-
cal living and a bold proclamation of the Gospel.”

In advancing the cause for canonization, a miracle must be 
documented from the intercession of the blessed. In 2002, 
the Vatican recognized as a miracle the healing of a tumor 
in the abdomen of an Indian woman. In 2015, Pope Francis 
recognized a second miracle attributed to her that involved 
the healing of a Brazilian man with multiple brain tumors. 
Pope Francis declared Blessed Teresa of Calcutta a saint at 
the Vatican on Sept. 4. 

  By blood, I am Albanian. By citizenship, an Indian. By faith,  
I am a Catholic nun. As to my calling, I belong to the world.  
As to my heart, I belong entirely to the heart of Jesus.”

  I am not sure exactly what heaven will 
be like, but I know that when we die and it 

comes time for God to judge us, He will not 
ask, ‘How many good things have you done 
in your life?’ Rather, He will ask, ‘How much 

love did you put into what you did?’”
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God loves us, 
treats us with 
respect, and 

asks us to  
do the same 
with others.
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Pro-life/Respect Life Joint Committee 

he theme of the 2016-2017 Respect Life Program from the 
United States Conference of Catholic Bishops is “Moved 
by Mercy.” The Chairman of the USCCB Committee on 

Pro-Life Activities in his October 2016 letter stated: “God made 
each of us in his own image and likeness. He desires to be united 
with forever in a loving relationship. God loves us, treats us with 
respect, and asks us to do the same with others. Every person 
is sacred and must be treated with the dignity they deserve. No 
one should ever be treated callously or carelessly — everyone 
should be cherished and protected!”

The month of October has been desig-
nated for Breast Cancer Awareness (pink 
color) and Domestic Violence Awareness 
(purple color) for several years. October is 
also designated as National Bullying Preven-
tion Month, and the color associated with 
Bullying Prevention is orange. The term Bul-
lying Prevention instead of Anti-Bullying is 
currently preferred to place the emphasis on 
being proactive by recognizing bullying as 
an issue to which there is a solution.

Bullying is any form of behavior that 
hurts, harms or humiliates another per-
son, either physically or emotionally and 
can happen at schools, in the community, 
or online. Those bullying often have more 
social or physical “power,” while those 
who are targeted have difficulty stopping 
the behavior. Bullying is often done with 
intent and is typically repeated. The goal 
of a bully is to make you feel less about 
who you are as a person.

Conflict vs. Bullying: Bullying Is 
Very Different from Conflict

•  Conflict is a disagreement or argument 
where both sides express their views.

•  Bullying is a negative behavior direct-
ed by an individual exerting power 
and control over another person(s).

With bullying, there is often a perceived 
power imbalance between those involved, 
with power defined as social status or ti-
tle, being physically larger, or as part of a 
group against an individual. 

Harassment and bullying are often used 

interchangeably when talking about hurt-
ful or harmful behavior. They are similar 
in that both are about:

• Power and control.

•   Actions that hurt or harm another 
physically and/or emotionally.

•  An imbalance of power between the 
target and the individual displaying  
the negative behavior.

•  Targeting those who have difficulty 
stopping the negative actions directed 
at them.

The distinction between bullying and 
harassment is that when the bullying be-
havior directed at a person is also based 
on a protected class, that behavior is then 
defined as harassment. Protected classes 
include race, color, religion, sex, age, dis-
ability and national origin.

How Big Is the Issue of Bullying?

•  One out of every four students report 
being bullied during the 2015 school 
year.

•  Top reasons for being bullied include 
physical appearance, body shape, race 
and sex (male/male, female/female, 
male/female).

•  64% of persons being bullied do not 
report the behavior which often times 
can escalate into harassment or do-
mestic violence.

•  Bullying Prevention Programs in schools 
and organizations decreased the inci-
dence of bullying up to 25% in 2015.

•  90% of persons being bullied offline 
are also experiencing online bullying.

Effects of Bullying (for both 
target and those engaged in 
bullying):

•  Health problems such as sleep distur-
bance, anxiety, depression, headaches 
and academic problems.

•  Substance abuse and violent behavior.

•  Persons who are targets/victims and 
also bully others can develop mental 
health and behavioral problems.

What Can We Do?

•  Pray for all persons affected by any 
form of bullying.

•  Recognize bullying and be supportive 
of those reporting it.

•  Participate in the various archdioceses 
and dioceses safe environment programs.

•  Utilize the information available from 
the United States Conference of Cath-
olic Bishops regarding the Respect Life 
Program. New materials are produced 
each year to help us as Catholics un-
derstand, value and become involved 
in supporting the dignity of the hu-
man person. These materials can be 
used as education in our local Court/
Council meetings and other group 
meetings or activities.

•  Utilize the website of the U.S. Conference 
of Catholic Bishops regarding Pro-Life, 
Human Rights and Dignity: usccb.org.

Respectfully submitted,
Geralyn C. Shelvin
12th Supreme Lady
6th Supreme Navigator

Acknowledgments:
•  United States Conference of Catholic Bishops 

usccb.org
•  National Bullying Prevention Center  

pacer.org/bullying

T
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Unit #110, 
Charleston, South Carolina

 Congratulations to St. Patrick Church 2016 graduates! 
Graduates on all levels were honored for academic achieve-
ments at the 2016 Annual Graduate Mass sponsored by 
Court 110. The special event, coordinated by Lady Annabel 
Seabrook, recognized 10 graduates from our parish. Several 
were honor graduates. Each participant received a certificate 
of achievement from the Court.  The Mass was celebrated by 
Father Henry Kulah, pastor at St. Patrick. Shown in the photo 
with the graduates are: Most Esteemed Supreme Lady Vertelle 
A. Kenion (left), Grand Lady Elease Amos-Goodwin (second 
from the right), and Lady Annabelle Seabrook.

Unit #199, 
Jackson, Mississippi

 The Knights and Ladies of 199 purchased and served lunch 
to the homeless at the Stewpot Community Center on  
Sept. 20. This community service event is sponsored three 
times each year by the Knights and Ladies. More than 200 
individuals enjoyed the delicious meal of spaghetti and meat 
sauce, corn, green beans, rolls and cake.

Unit #272, 
Birmingham, Alabama

 The Knights and Ladies of Unit 272 celebrated their 30th 
anniversary on May 21, 2016, at Watermark Place Event Center 
in Bessemer, Ala. In attendance Carlton Robinson, District 4 
Deputy, Maxine Allen, Grand Lady, Court 272, and Kenneth M. 
Blackledge, Grand Knight, Council 272. 

The Knights, Ladies and Juniors provide support to the local 
community through service work, charitable endeavors, schol-
arship awards, support of education, promotion of the goals of 
the Catholic Church, development of youth in a positive nurtur-
ing environment, and social and intellectual fellowship for our 
membership. As we honor our past and build our future, we ask 
for your prayers and support in this endeavor so we may con-
tinue our work in our churches and community.

Unit #276, 
Atlanta, Georgia

 Court 276 congratulates Lady Dr. Sonya Strider, Ph.D. She 
received her doctorate in Public Health from Walden Univer-
sity in July 2016.

District News
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Gulf Coast District

Unit #278, 
Savannah, Georgia

 Knights of Peter Claver 2016 Scholarship Recipients: (l-r) 
Causey Mincey, Junior Grand Knight; Arthur Barnwell, III; and 
Antonette Washington.

 The Knights of Council 278 continues to be a presence 
in both the parish, Resurrection of Our Lord Church and 
the Savannah community. Council 278 sponsored its annual 
Blanket Drive for the elderly and homeless of the community. 
The Council participated in the 2016 Martin Luther King, 
Jr. Parade in Savannah and serves breakfast every second 
Saturday of the month at the Old Savannah City Mission. 
During Lent, the Knights fried fish each Friday for the parish 
meal after the Stations of the Cross. 

Also, Council 278 mourns the loss of one of its venerable 
members, Knight Nathaniel C. Glover, Sr., on Feb. 11, 2016. 
Knight Glover was a chartered member of Council 278 and 
was active with the Council until his birth to eternal life.

Unit #379, 
Tampa, Florida

 Court 379 is actively increasing our membership. Please join 
us as we welcome the newest ladies to our Noble Order. Con-
gratulations and welcome Ladies! Top photo: Lady Antwinette 
Battle, Lady Mary Lauria-Jackson and Lady Enid Sumerset-
Jordan; bottom photo: Lady Patricia Fethiere, Lady Elizabeth 
Futch, Lady Margie Bellware and Lady Denise Birungi-Evans. 

Unit #380,
Columbia, South Carolina

 The Ebony Society of Philatelic 
Events and Reflections (ESPER) is 
pleased to announce the winner of 
the sixth annual Eugene Robinson 
Cachet contest, which is named in 
memory of a pioneering member 
who was known in the philatelic 
community for his cachets: Derek 
Harrison II, an 8-year-old student 
of Court 380 at St. Martin de Por-
res Catholic School of Columbia, S.C. He designed a remarkable 
winning cachet of the jazz singer Sarah Vaughn (a cachet is an 
artistic presentation on a cover/envelope relating to Black peo-
ple or related events in history).

As one of the three Eugene Robinson cachet winners, Derek 
was awarded a check for $100 and a certificate, which were pre-
sented at St. Martin de Porres’ 80th Anniversary Kick-Off on Sept. 
14, 2016. Pictured: Knight Oneal Tyler is the South Carolina’s Chap-
ter Director of ESPER and active member of Council 380 with his 
wife Lady Cassandra Tyler, Court 380, who is a member of the 
Board of Directors for ESPER, an international stamp collecting 
organization. Sister Roberta Fulton, the principal of St. Martin de 
Porres Catholic School, is also a member of Court 380. 
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Northern States District

Unit #297, 
Newark, New Jersey

 Court 297 is delighted to give praise to our Claver Ladies 
who are following the steps of St. Peter Claver. Lady Monica 
Harwell participated in the Sickle Cell Walk and raised many 
dollars for the cause. Lady Valerie Lewis Mosely was featured 
on the front cover of the New Jersey Catholic Magazine of 
the Archdiocese of Newark. The magazine focused on a min-
istry of a Healer and Evangelizer, a path that St. Peter Claver 
probably would have followed.

On Sept. 10, some of our Ladies celebrated 40 years of 
Claverism with the Clavers in Philadelphia, Pa. We gathered 
at St. Cyprian Church for a beautiful Mass. Lady Margaret Peg 
Henderson received her doctoral degree in Philosophy in Hu-
man Service from Walden University. She celebrates a Ph.D. 
with a concentration on Behavior and Criminal Justice. Dr. 
Henderson continues her work in the state prison with of-
fenders who choose to change their behavior using many of 
St. Peter Claver’s methods. Our “Go Red Dinner Dance” sup-
ports American Heart Association.

Unit #398, 
Alexandria, Virginia

 A few of Court 398 had traveled to their first KPC National 
Convention in 2015. With the growth of Court 398 to 50 
members, 16 Ladies boarded planes or drove to New Orleans 
in anticipation of taking part in the 102nd Annual National 
Convention of the Knights of Peter Claver and the 86th An-
nual National Convention for the Knights of Peter Claver La-
dies Auxiliary. Many members of the Court are natives of New 
Orleans. This created a journey that made all the members 
of the Unit feel the genuine hospitality of the Delta State. 
Meeting Ladies from all over the United States became a 
blessing that will be held in our hearts throughout a lifetime. 
The Court was awarded a First Place Expansion Award, and 
Grand Lady Beverly Thornton was awarded the Silver Medal.

As all the Councils and Courts were reminded, St. Peter 
Claver Day on Sept. 11, 2016, was to be recognized and cel-
ebrated. Starting on Sept. 9, Council and Court turned out 
for a Mass of National Day of Prayers for Peace in Our Com-
munities at the Cathedral of St. Thomas Moore. Continuing to 
honor our patron saint, on Sept. 10, Council and Court 398, 
364 and 401 boarded a bus at 6 a.m. and headed to Philadel-
phia, Pa., for Mass. Nine Council members, 28 Court mem-
bers and two Junior Daughters arrived at St. Cyprian Roman 
Catholic Church to celebrate St. Peter Claver Day. The day 
was full with a Mass celebrated by Bishop Joseph N. Perry. 
Court 398 was beaming with pride as we looked to see one 
of our Junior Daughters, Aniya Mitchell, as a gift bearer dur-
ing the Offertory. Council and Court members boarded the 
bus home looking to turn out and celebrate, once more, at 
each of their home churches St. Peter Claver Day on Sept. 11. 

Make sure to visit www.kofpc.org to read 
the latest issue of The Claver Shield. This 
emagazine comes out twice a year – in the 
Spring and Fall – and contains the District 
News items that we were not able to fit into 
The Claverite.

District News
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State of Louisiana

Unit #8, 
Opelousas, Louisiana 

Unit 8 leaders with pastor: Father Lambert Lein, Grand Lady 
Singleton and Grand Knight Alfred Dupree, Jr.

50-year Members: Lady Lula Chatman, Grand Lady Singleton 
and Lady Cecilia Dauterive

 Unit 8 celebrated St. Peter Claver Day on Sept. 9-10, 2016, 
at Holy Ghost Catholic Church in Opelousas, La. Bishop J. 
Douglas Deshotel, Diocese of Lafayette, requested that the 
Feast Day of St. Peter Claver be observed and prayers be 
offered up for an end to all of the violence in our world today. 
Father Lambert Lein requested that Knights and Ladies 
turn out at Mass on Sept. 9. Exposition and Adoration were 
observed for one hour after Mass. The Mass was celebrated 
by Father Jerome Ledoux. Father Ledoux’s homily touched 
on the life and work of St. Peter Claver. 

On Sept. 10, Unit 8 turned out for Mass and following 
the Mass, a banquet was held in Holy Ghost Parish Life 

25-Year Members: Vice Grand Lady Taylor and Lady Barbara 
Richard

Center. Serving as Master and Mistress of Ceremonies was 
Junior Knight Kevon Clark and Junior Daughter Katelyn 
Savoy. Attendees were welcomed by Junior Branch 
Commander Brian Villery and Junior Daughter Counselor 
Toni D. Guillory. Introductions were made by Grand Knight 
Alfred Dupree, Jr., and Grand Lady Cynthia Singleton. 
Entertainment was provided by Holy Ghost Youth Praise 
Dancers. Music was provided by Cheryl Clark. Thanks to 
Father Lambert Lein for his presence and for his prayers.

Congratulations were given to National Award winners 
at the National Convention. Willie Polk Scholarship 
winners were Brandy Jones and Caleb Villery. Grand Lady 
Cynthia Singleton was awarded the Silver Medal of Merit. 
Lady Elinor Nacoste-Eaglin, who also serves as Faithful 
Navigator of the KPC Fourth Degree Ladies of Grace, was 
awarded the Cartagena Award. 

Junior Knights and Junior Daughters receiving  
5-Year Membership Awards were Kolby Barlow, Leah 
Charles, Lindsey Charles, Collin Guillory, Caleb Villery  
and Keenan Villery. 

Ladies receiving 25-Year Silver Certificates and Pins were 
Mary Laviolette and Barbara Richard. Ladies receiving 50-
Year Gold Certificates and Pins were Lula Chatman, Cecilia 
Dauterive, Lois Dejean and Shirley Richard.
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A.  National Claver Family  
of the Year  
Wilfred B. Ricard Unit #116 
State of Louisiana 

B.  Gene A. Phillips Sr. Million 
Hour Service Project 
Award 
First Place 
Sacred Heart Court #60 
State of Louisiana

KNIGHTS DIVISION

C.  National Council of  
the Year  
St. James the Apostle 
Council #358  
Western States District

D.  National Grand Knight  
of the Year
 Brother Derek Phillips 
Holy Cross Council #284 
State of Texas

E.  James A. Coleman Sr. 
Commander of the Year 
Brother Rogers Jackson 
Wilfred B. Ricard  
Council #116 
State of Louisiana

F.  Chris Pichon II Devoted 
Service Award 
Brother Ricky P. Sassau 
St. Rose of Lima Council #22 
State of Louisiana

G.  Gold Medal Award 
Most Worthy F. Dekarlos 
Blackmon 
Supreme Knight 2010–2016 
Charles T. Smoot  
Council #286

H.  Gold Medal Award 
Brother Willie Gude 
Saints Peter and Paul 
Council #313 
Gulf Coast District

LADIES DIVISION

I.  National Court of the Year 
Sacred Heart Court #60 
State of Louisiana

J.  National Grand Lady  
of the Year 
Lady Franz Aubry 
Sacred Heart of Jesus  
Court #121 
Western States District

K.  National Counselor  
of the Year 
Lady Abiola Asojo 
Holy Cross Court #284 
State of Texas

L.  National Financial 
Secretary of the Year 
Lady Deborah Conner 
Our Lady of Victory  
Court #63 
State of Louisiana

M.  Gold Medal Award 
Lady Onelia Viltz 
Our Lady of Victory  
Court #63 
State of Louisiana

Non-Member Gold Medal 
Award (Not Pictured)
Sister Marion Weinzapfel, CSJ
Submitted By: Deacon 
Charles H. Bright Court #261
Central States District

A
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2016 National Convention Photos
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2016 National Convention Photos
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Knights of Peter Claver

National Council and National  
Court Boards of Directors Welcome 
New Officers

   
 Congratulations to the New Board Officers 

Installed at the 2016 National Convention.

 

New National Council Board of Directors Members:

James K. Ellis, Supreme Knight

Oscar J. Benoit, Deputy Supreme Knight

William T. Everette, National Secretary

Ricky P. Sassau, National Treasurer

Omar K. Mason, National Advocate

Jari C. Honora, Lay Board Member

F. DeKarlos Blackmon, Past Supreme Knight

Adrian S. Adams, State Deputy of Texas

Bruce D. Sampson, Deputy of Western States

Lawrence Sylvester, Supreme Navigator

 

New National Court Board of Directors Members:

Lori McCoy Shuler, Western States Deputy

Janae Tinsley, Texas State Deputy
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Unit #54, 
St. Martinville, Louisiana 

 Celebrating Mother’s Day and Father’s Day. 

Unit #66, 
Edgard, Louisiana

 Members of Unit 66 attended a Mass at St. John the 
Baptist Church on Sept. 10, 2016, honoring St. Peter Claver. 
Father Robustiano Morgia, pastor, celebrated the Mass. 
Together, the organizations recently donated monetary  

donations to assist flood victims and KPC members affect-
ed in the flood of South Louisiana. The Ladies sponsored 
a prayer breakfast on Oct. 15, 2016, with the theme: Prayer 
Changes Things, and guest speaker: Father R. Tony Ricard, a 
priest for the Archdiocese of New Orleans. Our Knights and 
Ladies are very active and committed to doing what is need-
ed to help the church, community and members. May God 
continue to bless you always!

Unit #78, 
New Orleans, Louisiana

 Over the past few months, our Court has been extremely 
active in our church and community participating in various 
activities.

The Ladies and Junior Daughters of Court 78 presented 
a St. Joseph’s altar on March 29, 2016. The altar was a huge 
success with over 200 visitors to our humble setting. We 
have been given many compliments and the entire church 
community is waiting for our presentation next year, and 
many have offered donations for next year’s altar.

Court 78 volunteers one Sunday a quarter to serve the 
needs of those less fortunate by helping serve lunch at  
Ozanam Inn, one of our local missions. There are always at 
least five Ladies and Knights who participate in this commu-
nity service activity.  

District News
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State of Louisiana

In July, the Junior Daughters of Court 78 presented a fun-
draiser entitled “Taste Around the World.”  The girls were re-
sponsible for preparing a dish for various cultures, present-
ing the dish and serving the visitors. The “Taste Around the 
World” included dishes indigenous to China, Jamaica, France, 
Mexico, Haiti and, of course, New Orleans-style food. A great 
time was had by all and many of the visitors went back to 
purchase and enjoy the dishes and desserts over and over 
again. The Junior Daughters are under the direction of Ju-
nior Daughter Counselor Lady Cheryl Collette and Assistant 
Counselor Lady Barbara Carmon.

Our court was privileged to celebrate one of our Ladies 
50th anniversary as a member of the Knights of Peter Claver 
Ladies Auxiliary. Lady Barbara Carmon was awarded a cer-
tificate for 50 years of service to the Knights of Peter Claver 
organization.

Unit #91,  
Alexandria, Louisiana 

 The Ladies celebrated Father Gabriel Uzondu’s 15-year 
anniversary as a priest and presented him with blessings of 
appreciation. Nicholas Gonzaque was also presented by the 
Ladies, and a donation was made on behalf of supporting his 
endeavors of attending seminary to become a priest.

Unit #393, 
Washington, Louisiana 

 We held our annual back-to-school drive to provide school 
supplies to the kids in our church parish. Pictured are the kids 
who received school supplies after Mass and members of our 
organization.

State of Texas

Unit #138, 
Houston, Texas

 Court 138 has been extremely busy promoting the true 
meaning of Claverism. This is evidenced by the numerous 
awards won at the Texas State Conference held in Houston, 
Texas, and at the National Convention held in New Orleans, 
La. The Court was awarded the Outstanding Court of the 
Year Award. The Council and Court won First Place for the 
100 Club Membership Expansion Award. This was no small 
feat with so many hard-working Knights and Ladies recruit-
ing new members. We were also privileged to have Lady Pa-
tricia Wiltz be the recipient of the Outstanding Lady of the 
Year Award. Lady Mary Duplechain honored our Court as the 
recipient of the Inez Y. Bowman Award. Additionally, Lady 
Sonya Pichon was the recipient of the Silver Medal of Merit 
in New Orleans, La.
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Unit #151,  
Houston, Texas

 Unit 151 recently served the community by holding its an-
nual Fall Blood Drive on Sept. 11, 2016, at St. Monica Catho-
lic Church. One hundred and twenty-five lives were saved. 
Brother Clarence DeVille and Lady Christina Ridley are the 
co-chairs of this biannual event. The Ladies of Court 151 held 
its annual School Supply Drive and collected enough school 
supplies to donate to the Baton Rouge, La., flood victims and 
its schools. Lady Gwendolyn Berry and Lady Brianna A. Ba-
tiste were the co-chairpersons. Knight Welborn Williams and 
Lady Norma Woodson are Grand Knight and Grand Lady.   

 Service was the theme of keynote speaker, Most Worthy 
Supreme Knight James K. Ellis, at Court 151 5th Annual “Hats 
Off” Service Luncheon, held on Oct. 1, 2016, in Houston, Tex-
as.  The Court’s awards committee culminates the year by 
honoring persons in the Court, Council, Junior Division and 
Church. This year, Father John Ayang, pastor of St. Monica 
Church, was honored for his outstanding service, along with 
the Knights of Council 151, Lady Brianna A. Batiste – Out-
standing Lady of the Year, Lady Gwendolyn Berry – National 
Silver Medal recipient, Lady Andrea Richards – Anner Bell 
Award, Knight Keith McKinney, only living Charter Member 
– Lady Claudette Johnson, and 25-year service pin awarded 
to Lady Dorothy LeDay. Congratulations to all for their out-
standing service!

Houston Inter-City  
Councils and Courts (HICC)
 

 On Sept. 11, 2016, the HICC sponsored and celebrated the 
annual city-wide St. Peter Claver Day Mass and celebration at 
St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Church, Houston, Texas, hosted by 
Unit 231. Auxiliary Bishop George A. Sheltz of the Archdiocese 
of Galveston-Houston was the celebrant of the Mass. The an-
nual HICC Paul Stiner and Della Brooks Awards were presented 
to Knight Clifford Wiltz Council 252, HICC Vice President, and 
Lady Melina Volair Court 159, by HICC President Lady Norma 
Woodson. At the end of Mass, a monetary charity donation was 
presented to the Salvation Army, with a promise to share part 
with the Baton Rouge, La., flood victims. Most Worthy Supreme 
Knight James K. Ellis was on hand to participate in the Mass, and 
immediately after assisted Texas State Deputy Adrian S. Adams 
in presiding over the initiation of Auxiliary Bishop Sheltz into the 
third degree (Council 151) and fourth degree Knights.  

 On Oct. 6, 2016, members of HICC served the retired 
priests of the Galveston-Houston Archdiocese their favorite 
soul food lunch. The retirement facility namesake, Archbish-
op Joseph Fiorenza, was on hand to participate, along with 
Father Enette and retired Auxiliary Bishop Rizzoto.  All of 
the priest retirees enjoyed the tasty fare of food and des-
sert served to them by members of HICC and look forward 
to next year’s event. Knight Paul H. Ledet and Lady Delilah 
Francis are chairpersons of this annual community service 
event. Lady Norma J. Woodson is the President of HICC.

District News
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State of Texas

Unit #20, 
Galveston, Texas

 Court 20 in collaboration with the Galveston County Gulf 
Coast Black Nurses Association fed the hungry at Wesley 
Tabernacle Methodist Church on July 31, 2016, from 8-10 a.m., 
where approximately 120 people were served.

Unit #359,
Houston, Texas

Western States District

Unit #358, 
Las Vegas, Nevada

 Council 358 had a banner year, beginning with its selec-
tion as Western State District Conference (WSDC) Council 
of the Year for 2016. Knight Paul (Butch) Boehm was named 
“Knight of the Year” and Knight Joseph A. Dumas was picked 
as “Humanitarian of the Year.” The Council also won the 
WSDC Expansion Award. Accolades continued when the 
Council was honored as National Council of the Year at the 
2016 Convention in New Orleans, La.! On May 27, 2016, Coun-
cil history was made when His Excellency, the Most Reverend 
Joseph A. Pepe, Bishop of the Diocese of Las Vegas, and 
Reverend Father Ron Zanoni, then-pastor of St. James the 
Apostle Church, were exemplified as new Sir Knights of the 
Knights of Peter Claver, Inc. To cap off events, Council Grand 
Knight Bruce D. Sampson was elected Western States Dis-
trict Deputy and installed at the 2016 Convention. His Depu-
ty, Knight Sidney McComb II, replaced him as Grand Knight 
and Knight Rudolph Brewington is the new Deputy Grand 
Knight at St. James the Apostle Church.

 My how time flies since the inception of our Court 17 years 
ago! We are happy to report the Court is active in pursuing 
the goals of our Noble Order. We thank God for the commit-
ted leadership of our Grand Lady, Sharon Moore, and dedi-
cated members. Service to St. Mark the Evangelist Catholic 
Church and the community gives us the opportunity to serve 
others in Christian Charity:

• Annual Mickey LeLand Food Drive
• Annual Scholarship Awards
• Annual Blood Drives
• Annual Gift Bags to the Homeless
• KPC Quarterly Breakfast
• KPC Booth at St. Mark’s Bazaar
• White Elephant Table

The above are only a few of our charitable endeavors.

We honor the memory of our beloved sisters, Lady Velma 
McClinton and Lady Constance James. Lady James was a 
Charter member and served as past Grand Lady and Vice 
Grand Lady, Treasurer and Secretary. Both Constance and 
Velma devoted countless hours of service. 

We honor Lady Audrey Ramey at the Ladies of Grace An-
nual Living Legends Luncheon for 35 years of untiring ser-
vice to the people of God at St. Mark and other churches. 

Prayers were answered for the well-being of micro-premie 
baby, Olivia Blue, born weighing only 1 pound 11 ounces! Let 
us all pray for premature babies born into this world, thank-
ing God for their lives.
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Chapter #7

 The members Chapter 7 are indeed very proud of our 
Faithful Navigator, Elinor Nacoste-Eaglin, for being named as 
the recipient of the 2016 Cartagena Award given at the Su-
preme Navigator’s Awards Banquet in New Orleans. Faithful 
Navigator Eaglin is very deserving of this prestigious award. 
Her hard work and dedication to our noble order for over 20 
years has been rewarded.

Assembly #27

 Assembly 27 of Alexandria served as Co-Honor Guards 
with the Knights of Columbus at the Annual Red Mass on 
Sept. 23, 2016, at St. Francis Xavier Cathedral in Alexan-
dria. The main celebrant was Bishop Ronald P. Herzog, 
Bishop of Alexandria. The Faithful Navigator of Assembly 
27 is Tommy Milo.

Chapter #34

 On Sept. 10, at St. Cyprian in Philadelphia, Bishop Joseph 
Perry was the celebrant and homilist at the Mass celebrat-
ing 40 years of Claverism. The Ladies of Grace with Most 
Faithful Supreme Navigator Dame Marion Smith-Reynoso, 
SSG, and Supreme Inner Sentinel Anita Coleman celebrated 
with Gracious Ladies from many Chapters from Philadelphia, 
Baltimore, Washington and Connecticut. Ladies from many 
Courts came to celebrate.

 Chapter 34 celebrated 25 years of Claver service at a Eu-
charistic Celebration at St. Martin De Porres Church in Phila-
delphia on Sept. 25. Father Rayford Emmons was the cel-
ebrant and homilist. Chapter 34 was established in 1991 at St. 
Elizabeth Parish in Philadelphia.

District News
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Assembly #3

 Assembly 3 served as honor guard in the St. Teresa of Cal-
cutta Mass held at St. John the Evangelist Cathedral on the 
Sept. 5, 2016, Feast Day for St. Teresa. Sir Knights pictured with 
Bishop Douglas Deshotel, Bishop of Diocese of Lafayette.

Assembly and Chapter #40

 Members of Assembly and Chapter 40 jointly helped sort 
9,065 pounds of food at the Central Texas Food Bank (this 
equals 7,554 meals that can be served). They also jointly do-
nated 140 school supplies items to the Central Texas Food 
Bank in Austin, Texas.

Wishing you a Blessed 
Christmas and a 

Joyous New Year! 
 National Council and Court Boards of Directors

31

The Claver Prayer
God, our Heavenly Father, You have given us life through the 
death and resurrection of your Beloved Son, Jesus Christ;

Jesus, our Saving Lord, You came into a world darkened 
by a man’s sin and gave it light through your teachings;

Holy Spirit, the Breath of God within us, You guide and 
enlighten us and give us the strength of our convictions; 
Saint Peter Claver, who became an example for us, You 
showed us the love of God, the light of Christ, and the 
strength of the Holy Spirit;

We pray now that all we say and do, in your honor, be a 
continuation of your work here on earth.

St. Peter Claver,  
Pray For Us
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Juniors of Unit #49

 Eleven new Junior Knights were initiated at Branch 49 in 
Breaux Bridge, La. They are pictured with Commander Rog-
ers Griffin and National Treasurer Ricky Sassau.

Juniors of Unit #110

 Sienna Harris (age group 13-18) and Erin Tabor (age group 
7-12) were honored with the 2016 Junior Daughter of the Year 
Awards in their particular age groups. The awards are pre-
sented annually during Court 110 Founders’ Day Celebration.

 After completing their volunteer service hours at the Ron-
ald McDonald House, the Juniors of Court 110 took time for 
a photo opt wearing the famous “red shoes.” The girls pre-
pared a delicious breakfast that included grits, eggs, turkey 
bacon, biscuits, sliced strawberries and cantaloupes, apple 
and orange juices. Pictured are: Tylene Powell, Lauren Bun-
cum, Lily Colwell, Sieanna Harris (standing), Sabrina Richard-
son and Emily Pastva.

Juniors of Unit #242

 The month of October is the month of the holy rosary. In 
honor of this, the St. Rose of Lima Junior Daughters led the 
rosary at St. Rose of Lima Church in Cecilia, La., before Mass 
on Sunday, Oct. 30, 2016. The rosary was led by Junior Vice 
Grand Lady Maia Trailer. The other Juniors are Brooke Sin-
gleton, Morgan Gary, Taylor Thomas, Kelsie Sonnier, Krislyn 
Cormier and Alauna Jones. 
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Juniors of Unit #266

 There was much excitement when the Junior Daughter Court 
266 in New Haven, Conn., was reactivated during the St. Peter 
Claver Day Weekend, Sept 10-11. Ten Junior Ladies were initiated 
and installed. The ceremonies were conducted by the Past Na-
tional Directress Lady Diane Asberry from Court 181. The Junior 
Daughter Counselor is Lady Reva Goggins Augustine and the As-
sistant Junior Daughter Counselor is Lady Lorraine Watts. Lady 
Asberry recalled that she was initially contacted four years ago, 
and she was delighted to be able to finish what she had started, 
for which the Senior Court 266 Ladies were extremely grateful.  

Junior Division News

Juniors of Unit #8

 The Junior Daughters of Court 8 were acknowledged at 
our annual St. Peter Claver Day Celebration. Katelyn Savoy 
and Leah Charles were recognized for five years of dedicat-
ed service to the Junior Daughters. (Not pictured is Lindsey 
Charles.) Thank you, Ladies, for your service!

Juniors of Unit #25

 A joint Junior Daughters and Junior Knights of Unit 25 
service project was held Sept. 10, 2016.  Members from both 
groups presented donations to the Harrison County Humane 
Society in Gulfport, Miss. In attendance for this function 
were Council 25 Grand Knight Michael Griffin, Junior Knights 
Landon Echols, Graceson Spears, Carl Hanshaw, Jr. and El-
liot Spears. Ladies Auxiliary Court 25 members present were 
Judy Polk — Junior Daughter Counselor, Monica Benjamin, 
Linda Staten, Mamie Hardy, Emma Lyons and Sheryl Walton. 
Junior Daughters present were Jada Staten, Indyah Hanshaw, 
Amari Jones and Micah Walton.

Juniors of Unit #151

 During the 2016 summer, five new Junior Daughter mem-
bers were initiated into Junior Daughter Court 151. They are Jes-
sica Myers, Nina Johnson, Tray’Lee Ashley and Hayden Warnie 
(shown in the picture on the front row). These young ladies can’t 
wait to begin working on community service projects and turn-
ing out with their new Court! Congratulations to Junior Daughter 
Counselor Lady Andrea Richards for a job well done!  
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STEPPING UP!
Clavers Answer Call to Assist 

Members of the Knights of Peter Claver and Ladies Auxiliary raised more 
than $30,000 to aide in the recovery of Clavers impacted by the recent flood 
disaster. Thus far, your generosity has allowed the Order’s charitable arm, the 
St. Peter Claver Foundation, to assist close to 100 Clavers. We continue to 
uplift our brothers and sisters in prayer and continue our relief efforts!

  

Some Words of Thanks:
 

 “What generosity you have shown in extending assistance to me
as I am recovering from the historic floods!”  

– Lady of Court 8 

“It’s so good to know warm, considerate people who try to help others in all that they do, 
people whose lives show the meaning of God’s love”  

– Knights of Council 63

“I want you to know how much I appreciate your gift … 
and the great organization of which I am a member.” 

– Knight of Council 184

“God bless you for all your generosity.  
We are proud to belong to the Knights and Ladies of St. Peter Claver.”  

– Knight and Lady of Unit 92 

“I may have encountered a setback, but thanks be to Almighty God
and His band of earthly angels, I am being setup for a greater comeback!  

From the bottom of my heart, I love and thank all of you dearly!”
– Lady of Court 116 

“Thank you so much for your generous monetary gift.
This will truly help in the rebuilding of our home.”  

– Knight of Council 116 
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Knights of Peter Claver

10th Anniversary Celebration On San Andres Island, Colombia 
Gulf Coast Deputies Carlton Robinson and Barbara Birds, along with Executive Director Grant Jones, visited San Andres Island 

to celebrate the 10th anniversary of the establishment of Unit 382, the Orders first international unit. To mark this momentous oc-
casion, there were initiations conducted of new Knights and Ladies and at the anniversary banquet, members of the Pierce family, 
Louis, Meckila and their son Karl, were honored for their early efforts to make unit 382 a reality. Over the past 10 years, the Council 
and Court have actively supported their parish and community, and they have managed to retain more than 75 percent of their char-
ter members. Unit 382 is truly alive and well under the leadership of Grand Knight Arturo Pomare-Robinson, Grand Lady Cristina 
Corpus-Suarez and the spiritual guidance of Monsignor Jose Archibold.

Council and Court airport welcoming committee. Gulf Coast Deputies with the members of Unit 382.

Local youth performing traditional island dances.

Charter members of Council 382. Island tour of the historic sites of the native Raizal people.



CONVENTION REGISTRATION: $150.00
ROOM RATE: $139 / Night + applicable taxes and fees; 

Non-refundable deposit for one night room + taxes and fees applied at the time of booking.

Hotel and Registration Information: www.kofpc.org/conventions

SOUVENIR BOOKLET ADVERTISEMENTS
New! All ads will be printed in FULL COLOR!

 Advertisement Rates:  Outside Back Cover: $500  Inside Front/Back Cover: $400
     Full Page: $225   1/2 Page: $175
     1/4 Page: $115    1/8 Page: $65
     Patron Line: $25

To Reserve an Ad: Email jrconventionads@kofpc
Online Ad Submission and Payments: www.kofpc.org/jrconventionads
Deadline for ad submittal: May 31, 2017
PLEASE NOTE: The National Office reserves the right to request changes to advertisements.
If you have any questions, please email the National Headquarters at conventions@kofpc.org

Junior National Convention
“Juniors United Now in One Relationship Service!”

Sheraton Kansas City Hotel at Crown Center – Kansas City, Missouri 
THURSDAY, JULY 6th – SUNDAY, JULY 9th, 2017
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Senior National Convention
Sheraton Dallas Hotel – Dallas, Texas

Friday, July 21st – Wednesday 26th, 2017

CONVENTION REGISTRATION: $250.00
ROOM RATE: $139 / Night + applicable taxes and fees; 

Non-refundable deposit for one night room + taxes and fees applied at the time of booking.

Hotel and Registration Information: www.kofpc.org/conventions

SOUVENIR BOOKLET ADVERTISEMENTS
New! All ads will be printed in FULL COLOR!

Advertisement Rates:  Outside Back Cover: $500 Inside Front/Back Cover: $400
    Full Page: $225  1/2 Page: $175
    1/4 Page: $115   1/8 Page: $65
    Patron Line: $25

To Reserve an Ad: Email conventionads@kofpc
Online Ad Submission and Payment: www.kofpc.org/conventionads
Deadline for ad submittal: June 7, 2017 
PLEASE NOTE: The National Office reserves the right to request changes to advertisements.
If you have any questions, please email the National Headquarters at conventions@kofpc.org
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Knights of  
Peter Claver 

Mr. James K. Ellis
Supreme Knight
Email: james.ellis@kofpc.org 

Mr. Oscar J. Benoit
Deputy Supreme Knight
Email: oscar.benoit@kofpc.org

Mr. William T. Everette
National Secretary
Email: william.everette@kofpc.org 

Mr. Ricky Sassau
National Treasurer
Email: ricky.sassau@kofpc.org 

Mr. Omar K. Mason
National Advocate
Email: omar.mason@kofpc.org 

Mr. Jari C. Honora 
Lay Board Member
Email: jari.honora@kofpc.org 

Dr. Christopher Pichon, Sr. 
Director General Junior Knights
Email: chris.pichon@kofpc.org

Most Rev. Shelton J. Fabre
Bishop of the Diocese of  
Houma-Thibodaux
National Chaplain
Email: drobichaux@htdiocese.org

Mr. F. DeKarlos Blackmon
Past Supreme Knight
Email: dekarlos.blackmon@kofpc.org

Mr. Skip Riley
District Deputy of Central States
Email: skip.riley@kofpc.org

Mr. Alvin Wiltz
State Deputy of Louisiana
Email: alvin.wiltz@kofpc.org 

Mr. Adrian S. Adams 
State Deputy of Texas
Email: adrian.adams@kofpc.org 

Mr. Bruce D. Sampson
District Deputy of Western States
Email: bruce.sampson@kofpc.org 

Mr. Joseph R. Bradfield
District Deputy of Northern States
Email: joseph.bradfield@kofpc.org 

Mr. Carlton Robinson
District Deputy of Gulf Coast
Email: carlton.robinson@kofpc.org 

Mr. Lawrence Sylvester
Supreme Navigator
Fourth Degree, KPC
Email: lawrence.sylvester@kofpc.org 

Mr. Grant A. Jones
Executive Director
Email: grant.jones@kofpc.org 

Knights of Peter Claver, 
Ladies Auxiliary

Mrs. Vertelle A. Kenion
Supreme Lady
Email: vertelle.kenion@kofpc.org

Ms. Hilda L. Wiltz
Vice Supreme Lady
Email: hilda.wiltz@kofpc.org 

Ms. Debra Gray Bridges
National Secretary
Email: debra.bridges@kofpc.org 

Ms. Marie L. Johnson
National Treasurer
Email: marie.johnson@kofpc.org 

Ms. Candace Procter
Lay Board Member
Email: candace.procter@kofpc.org 

Mrs. Katie Guidry Johnson
National Counselor Junior Daughters
Email: katie.johnson@kofpc.org 

Mrs. Geralyn C. Shelvin
Past Supreme Lady
Email: geralyn.shelvin@kofpc.org

Mrs. Cheryl W. Williams
State Deputy of Louisiana
Email: cheryl.williams@kofpc.org

Mrs. Lori McCoy Shuler 
District Deputy of Western States
Email: lori.mccoyshuler@kofpc.org 

Ms. Barbara J. Birds
District Deputy of Gulf Coast
Email: barbara.birds@kofpc.org 

Ms. Alma Moore
District Deputy of Central States
Email: alma.moore@kofpc.org 

Mrs. Janae Tinsley
State Deputy of Texas
Email: janae.tinsley@kofpc.org 

Ms. Lena F. Young
District Deputy of Northern States
Email: lena.young@kofpc.org 

Ms. Marion Smith-Reynoso
Supreme Navigator
Fourth Degree, Ladies of Grace
Email: marion.smithreynoso@kofpc.org 

2016-2018 National Council and Court Board of Directors

FOR ADDRESS CHANGE

Moving? Please notify us 
four weeks in advance.

Cut your old address label from 
the magazine and attach it to this 
coupon. Fill in your new address 
at right and mail to:

The Claverite Magazine
1825 Orleans Ave.
New Orleans, LA 70116-2894

New address

Name

Address

City/State/Zip

Council # or Court #

Insurance Certificate #
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NEW

THE MUSIC OF

ALSO AVAILABLE

For samples go to VoicesAsOne.com
Includes new songs such as  

“The Good Shepherd” and “Feed Us, Lord”. 
001206 . . . . $10.00

GOSPEL  
STYLE  
MASS!

001254   $17.00 001230   $17.00 018132   $10.00

Listen online and order at  
VoicesAsOne.com • wlpmusic.com 
                     800-566-6150World Library Publications  

The latest  
album  

filled with  
the BEST  

Gospel  
music!  


