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Town of Farmington 
1000 County Road 8 

Farmington, New York 14425 

 

AGRICULTURAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
Thursday, April 22, 2021  •  6:30 p.m. 

 

MINUTES—FILED WITH TOWN CLERK 

 

The following minutes are written as a summary of the main points that were made and are the 

official and permanent record of the actions taken by the Farmington Agricultural Advisory 

Committee. Remarks delivered during discussions are summarized and are not intended to be 

verbatim transcriptions. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

In response to the conditions in New York State that were created by the Coronavirus (COVID-

19) pandemic and the directives issued by the New York State Governor, the Ontario County 

Administrator and the Town of Farmington Supervisor, the Agricultural Advisory Committee 

meeting this evening was held in accordance with New York State Governor Andrew M. 

Cuomo’s Executive Order No. 202: Continuing Temporary Suspension and Modification of 

Laws Relating to the Disaster Emergency, dated March 26, 2020, and extended by Executive 

Order 202.99 through April 25, 2021. 

 

Committee Members Present:  Henry Adams, Chairperson 

John Marvin 

Peter Maslyn 

Doug Payne 

Royal Purdy 

      Michael Putman 

      One Vacant Position 

 

Committee Members Excused:  Don Jones 

      Denis Lepel 

 

Town Representatives Present: 

Ronald L. Brand, Town of Farmington Director of Development and Planning 

Dr. Michael Casale, Farmington Town Board Member 

 

Safety measures were implemented in the Town Hall Large Meeting  Room in accordance with 

the Governor’s relevant Executive Orders regarding the COVID-19 pandemic. Committee mem-

bers and Town staff who were in attendance remained at separated distances of at least six feet 

and used facemasks at distances of less than six feet. A sign-in sheet was not used to avoid con-

tact with pens, pencils and papers. Hand sanitizers were available throughout the building. 

Guidelines and safety measures were posted on the meeting room door and in the lobby of the 
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Town Hall. Public access was restricted to the lobby, the main meeting room and the public rest-

rooms. 

 

 

1. MEETING OPENING, PUBLIC NOTICE AND NEWS MEDIA NOTIFICATION 

 

Mr. Adams called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. 

 

The Town Clerk was notified of the meeting on April 5, 2020. The meeting clerk notified 

the Committee members, Town staff and the Canandaigua Daily Messenger newspaper 

on April 5, 2021, with a reminder on April 19, 2021. The meeting date and time were 

posted upon the Town website on April 5, 2021, and remained posted. A public notice of 

the meeting was published in the Canandaigua Daily Newspaper on April 22, 2021. 

 

 

2. UPDATE ON DELAWARE RIVER SOLAR PROJECT AND SOLAR 

 MORATORIUM  

 

Mr. Brand: Said that the Town moratorium on solar projects extends to August 10, 2021. 

He said that a new draft solar law is ready for consideration but that the Town is awaiting 

the result of the Article 78 proceeding which has been brought by several citizens re-

garding the Planning Board’s approval of the Delaware River Solar project on Yellow 

Mills Road. Mr. Brand said that the Town’s response is due to Ontario County Supreme 

Court on May 7, 2021. He said that the court decision may render insights regarding the 

existing Town Code Solar Regulations (Chapter 165-65.3) under which the Yellow Mills 

Road project was approved. 

 

 

3. PURCHASE OF DEVELOPMENT RIGHTS APPLICATIONS 

 

Mr. Adams: Reported that the Gerlock Farm (437 acres) in the towns of Farmington and 

Canandaigua has been awarded a grant from the Farm Operations in Transition Farmland 

Initiative. The announcement from the State was received on March 5, 2021, from David 

Behm, manager of the New York State Department of Agriculture and Markets Farmland 

Protection Program. The Gerlock Farm grant application was sponsored by the Genesee 

Land Trust and supported by the Farmington Town Board. 

 

In addition to the Gerlock Farm, successful applications sponsored by the Genesee Land 

Trust included the Packard Cattle Farm in the Town of Macedon (Wayne County) and the 

DeMeyer Farm in the Town of Parma (Monroe County) for a total of $3,868,838 in 

grants to be divided among these three farms. 

 

\The State awarded a total of $10.8 million in this round (outside of the dairy sector) of 

the Farm Operations in Transition Initiative to farms in the Capital Region, Central New 

York Region and Finger Lakes Region.  
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Mr. Adams: Said that Lorna Wright of the Genesee Land Trust reported that there is 

another State program in which grant funds remain available for conservation protection 

easements. According to the news release from the Governor’s Office March 5, 2021), 

nearly $3 million in funding in the Farm Operations in Transition Farmland Protection 

Initiative is still available. Awards will be made on a rolling basis until those are com-

mitted. 

 

Mr. Adams: Said that Farmington Supervisor Peter Ingalsbe suggested that a letter be 

sent to larger-holding landowners in the Town to inform them that applications are now 

being accepted for Round 19 of the State Farmland Protection Implementation Grant pro-

gram. Mr. Adams said that submission of a voluntary application must be made by a 

landowner and that the Genesee Land Trust prefers to focus on those applications with a 

higher opportunity of success in the program and with landowners of approximately 100 

acres or more. He said that providing the application information to Farmington land-

owners would enable them to look into the pre-application details of the application 

process. Landowners with long-term interest could then make contact with the Genesee 

Land Trust, which could then prepare a working list of potential Farmington applicants 

for the next round. 

 

Mr. Marvin: Said that a land trust shares in the grant award and serves as the steward of 

the conserved land. He said that he is aware of several landowners who are interested in 

the grant program, one of whom has already contacted the Genesee Land Trust. 

 

Mr. Adams: Said that he will work with Supervisor Ingalsbe to compose a letter to be 

sent to the larger-holding landowners in the Town. 

 

 

4. REVIEW OF 2021 DRAFT FARMINGTON COMPREHENSIVE PLAN UPDATE 

 

Mr. Brand: Said that the Town is now within the 30-day public review and comment 

period for the preliminary draft of the 2021 Town of Farmington Comprehensive Plan 

Update which has been posted upon the Town website. Notification of the posting was 

made in the most recent issue of the Town Newsletter and on the Town’s Facebook social 

media page. Mr. Brand said that during the past 10-year planning period the Town has 

experienced the greatest amount of industrial growth during any 10-year period, which 

has been explained in the 2021 Plan Update. He said that it is important that this history 

be included as it demonstrates a balanced economy is being created in the community. He 

said that some residents may still have the impression that Farmington is becoming a 

fully built-out residential community. It was reported that approximately 75 percent to 80 

percent of the land in the Town is still open or in agricultural use. 

 

Mr. Adams: Led a review of the chapters of the draft Comprehensive Plan with refer-

ences to agriculture and agricultural topics. He said that several sections must be revised 

with updated information, such as the reference in Chapter 1 (Page 13) regarding the 

continuation of the State Purchase of Development Rights (PDR) farmland protection 

grant program.  
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Mr. Adams and the Committee: Discussed in detail a proposed recommended action in 

Chapter 3, Section 3—“Conservation, Open Space and Environmental Protection,” (g), as 

follows: 

 

Where proposed solar farms intend to use Prime and/or Unique Classified 

Agricultural Soils (Groups 1–4), then the developer of such solar farm 

shall be required to create a Conservation Easement on other lands iden-

tified in the adopted Town of Farmington Farmland Protection Plan and 

delineated on Map No. 8 of said Plan as being Strategic Farmland. Said 

easement to be negotiated between the developer of the solar farm and an 

adjacent or nearby property owner and shall be of equal size to that are 

being proposed for the solar farm, and said easement is to remain in effect 

for as long as the solar farm remains active. 

 

Mr. Brand: Said that the 2011 Comprehensive Plan did not address solar farms, noting 

that renewable energy was not on the State’s radar screen at the time, and that this 

recommended Action will serve as a measure to protect the farmland resource base and 

provide some deterrent from the use of Class 1–4 soils without further evaluation. He 

said that this recommendation would provide an economic incentive for an adjacent or 

nearby landowner whose property was not selected for a solar farm by a developer. 

 

Mr. Brand: Said that the recommended Action proposes that the conservation easement 

on adjacent or nearby property should remain in effect during the life of the solar farm to 

assure that the landowner would receive the benefit of a conservation easement and pro-

tection of the property from development. 

 

Mr. Marvin: Said that some solar developers have bypassed the local municipality and 

have received approval for a solar farm from State or Federal agencies. He discussed the 

possibility of designating specific zoning districts in a municipality (such as Light Indus-

trial Zoning Districts) for the location of solar farms to keep them away from residential 

zones. 

 

Mr. Brand: Said that the Town suggested to the developer of the Empire Pipeline project 

on Hook Road about considering a solar farm on the former Herendeen Farm (which the 

pipeline company purchased for its project). Mr. Brand said that this property would have 

been a good location for a solar farm due to its proximity to an RG&E substation. He said 

that there appears to be an ongoing and higher level of politics between the natural gas 

and renewable energy proponents at the State government level. The former Herendeen 

Farm site has also been researched by another solar provider but was found not to meet 

their needs. 

 

Mr. Brand: Said that it may make sense to have a developer place a conservation ease-

ment on lands adjacent to a solar farm. He said that he knows of no other municipalities 

which are doing this now and that this recommendation will be included as a proposed 

amendment to the new Town solar code (which is now on hold pending the resolution of 
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the Article 78 proceeding which has been filed by a group of citizens regarding the Plan-

ning Board’s approval of the Delaware River Solar project on Yellow Mills Road). 

 

Mr. Brand: Said that the conservation easement recommendation is a concept to provide a 

benefit to adjacent landowners whose land may not have been selected for a solar farm by 

a developer. He said that this recommendation deserves further evaluation and should not 

be disregarded at the outset [of the consideration of the draft 2021 Comprehensive Plan]. 

Mr. Adams: Asked if the recommendation would have to be approved by the Town 

Board. Mr. Brand said yes. He also said that the recommendation would be in the best 

interest of the Town because of the increased interest in solar farms (six prospective solar 

applications are pending the resolution of Delaware River Solar Yellow Mills Road 

Article 78 court proceeding) and because of benefit which could be received by adjacent 

landowners. 

 

Mr. Brand: Said that this is a priority issue and that positive action should be taken to 

protect agricultural lands. 

 

Mr. Payne: Said that this recommendation could cause the spread of solar farms through-

out the Town instead of having them located in specifically selected areas. 

 

Mr. Brand: Said that the cost of a conservation easement would be up to a developer. He 

said that the Town is trying to be proactive by establishing a process that would provide a 

benefit for those landowners who may not be farming the land and for whom a solar farm 

was not proposed. He said that consideration also must be given to the proximity of a 

solar farm to an electric utility substation. 

 

Mr. Adams: Said that he will submit a revision to the draft Comprehensive Plan on how 

agriculture is evolving, or not evolving, in the Town. He said that agriculture may pos-

sibly be more endangered than thought due to a lack of business growth and a lack of 

succession for existing family farms. He said that agriculture is not growing in Farming-

ton as it may be in other municipalities, that agriculture is not on a growth trajectory here, 

and that he would like to express this in the Comprehensive Plan. 

 

Mr. Adams: Also said that an agricultural property tax exemption is not providing the 

level of property tax relief as it once did. He said that his property relief has declined 

from 50 percent in 1981 to less than 33 percent today. He said that the agricultural prop-

erty tax exemption relief is still significant but is not at the same level in the past. He said 

that this also could be a factor for not having agricultural growth in the Town. 

 

Mr. Marvin said that the agricultural exemptions are based upon keeping up the value of 

agricultural lands. He also said that there have been few sales [of agricultural properties] 

for the Town Assessor to use for the updated calculations of these exemptions. 

 

Mr. Brand: Said that Town was scheduled for a property reassessment in 2020, but that it 

was postponed due to the pandemic. He said that a revaluation of the property will take 

place in 2022. 
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Mr. Brand: In a review of Chapter 4 of the draft Comprehensive Plan, said that the Town 

has enough open land in the southwest quadrant to accommodate development for the 

next 30 years. He said that there is no need for expansion into the areas which the Town 

would like to protect and preserve. He said that previous plans dating to 1967 have 

always identified the areas of community centers as the vicinity of the State Route 332/ 

State Route 96 intersection and the Hamlet of Pumpkin Hook. 

Mr. Adams: Requested that Committee members provide suggested revisions to the draft 

Comprehensive Plan to him or to Marcy Daniels in the Supervisor’s Office. 

 

Mr. Brand: Said that an executive summary of the adopted Comprehensive Plan may be 

prepared to provide a shorter and more concise version of the sections on agriculture, 

residential zones, parks, utilities and highways. He said that although the draft is lengthy, 

the Comprehensive Plan Update Committee sought to provide the most detail as possible 

to present to the public an understanding of how the Town has developed in the past and 

where the Town development is proceeding in the next 10-year planning period. He said 

that the Committee would have faced criticism for hiding something or for not providing 

details if a shorter document had been provided. Mr. Brand said that there are residents 

who really would like to know about the past and future development of the Town, and 

that the draft Comprehensive Plan provides them with this opportunity. 

 

 

5. NEXT STEPS 

 

Mr. Brand. Said that the 2021 Comprehensive Plan Update Committee will meet on 

Tuesday, May 18, 2021, at 6:30 p.m., to review public comments which have been re-

ceived on the draft plan. 

 

An audio/visual virtual Town Hall-style meeting will then be scheduled for the pre-

sentation of the draft to the public, during which questions will be able to submitted via 

the “chat” feature. 

 

Following the virtual public meeting, a final draft of the Comprehensive Plan will be sub-

mitted to the Town Board and will be referred to the Ontario County Planning Board for 

comments prior to a formal Public Hearing to be conducted by the Town Board. 

 

 

6.  ADJOURNMENT 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:10 p.m. 

 

Following the meeting, the clerk locked the front doors to the Town Hall. 
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Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

________________________________________ L.S. 

John M. Robortella 
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E-mail Distribution: 

 

Adams, Hal 

Gerlock, Meghan (interested citizen) 

Jones, Donald 

Lepel, Denis 

Marvin, John 

Maslyn, Peter 

Payne, Doug 

Purdy, Royal 

Putman, Michael 

Bowerman, Nate 

Brand, Ron 

Casale, Michael 

Degear, David 

Delpriore, Dan 

Finley, Michelle 

Herendeen, Ron 

Ingalsbe, Peter 

Holtz, Steven 

Pritchard, Seth (Canandaigua landowner) 

Wright, Lorna, Genesee Land Trust 

 


