
AUBURN TRAIL/ONTARIO PATHWAYS TRAIL CONNECTOR FEASIBILITY STUDY 
MINUTES OF THE PROJECT ADVISORY GROUP MEETING 

MARCH 21, 2013 
 

APPROVED MINUTES 
 

Project Advisory Group Members Present: 
Ronald L. Brand, Director of Planning and Development, Town of Farmington (Lead 

Agency Staff) 
Robert R. Torzynski, AICP, PTP, Program Manager, Bicycle and Pedestrian Planning, 

Genesee Transportation Council (GTC Staff Lead) 
Dennis Brewer, Director of Parks and Recreation, Town of Canandaigua 
Brian Emelson, CPRP, Director of Parks and Recreation, Town of Victor 
Peter Ingalsbe, Councilperson, Town of Farmington; Victor Hiking Trails Member 
Bryan Meck, Recreation Advisory Board, Town of Farmington 
Sue A. Poelvoorde, Senior Natural Resources Planner, New York State Office of Parks, 

Recreation, and Historical Preservation, Finger Lakes Regional Office 
Andrew Spittal, Board Member, Ontario Pathways 
 
Consultants Present: 
Roseann Schmid, P.E. and William Price, R.L.A., Fisher Associates, Trail Planning, 

Engineering, and Public Participation 
 
Also Present: 
David Degear, Town of Farmington Water and Sewer Superintendent 
Thomas Harvey, Director of Planning, Ontario County 
 
Project Advisory Group Members Excused: 
Stephen Beauvais, Regional Local Project Liaison, New York State Department of 

Transportation, Region 4 Office 
Rick Brown, Director of Development and Planning, City of Canandaigua 
Christopher Dorn, Parks Maintenance Supervisor, City of Canandaigua 
Terrence Fennelly, Councilperson, Town of Canandaigua 
Kristen Hughes, Former Director, Ontario County Department of Planning 
Scott E. Sheeley, Regional Permit Administrator, New York State Department of 

Environmental Conservation Region 8 Office 
David Wright, President, Victor Hiking Trails 
 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER 

Mr. Brand called the meeting to order on Thursday, March 21, 2013, at 6:30 p.m. 
at the Farmington Town Hall, 1000 County Road 8, Farmington, NY 14425. 
 
He acknowledged receipt of the final draft of the Auburn Trail/Ontario Pathways 
Trail Connector Feasibility Study from Fisher Associates, said that this would be 
the final meeting as an advisory group, and explained that the group’s charge 
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would be to take action to accept the document with final modifications as needed 
and submit the study to the group members’ respective boards and organizations 
for their acceptance with the goal of ultimately acquiring funding and construct-
ing the trail connector. 

 
 
2. DISCUSSION OF COMMENTS ON FINAL DRAFT 
 

Ms. Poelvoorde commended the group for accepting this task and noted the ef-
fective process that was followed during the study to obtain input and buy-in from 
the community and property owners. She said that she had minor edits to the final 
draft and would submit them to Ms. Schmid. 
 
Mr. Brewer said that the study represents a great start to the trail connector and 
that he hopes each of the involved communities will support the project. 
 
Mr. Ingalsbe said that he was pleased that the project has reached this stage and 
that he is ready to work with neighboring communities to implement the study 
and seek funding. 
 
Mr. Meck said that members of the Farmington Recreation Advisory Board have 
asked about a timeframe for implementation and completion of the trail con-
nector. He said that he had estimated about a three- to six-year range. Mr. Torzyn-
ski answered that it could take up to five to 10 years for completion and some 
projects have taken as long as 20 years. He commended the group for its work to 
this point and noted that the community would benefit even if only portions of the 
project could be implemented. He said that a process is needed to find the proper 
way to use what funding may received since grant funds are be limited. 
 
Ms. Schmid noted that it could take up to one year for the planning, application, 
and receipt of grant funds. She suggested that she could add a timeline for these in 
the final report and that the trail could be constructed in segments when each of 
the involved municipalities is prepared to submit a funding application. 
 
Mr. Emelson noted that the Town of Victor has recent funding data and that he 
would be willing to share this to help the other municipalities identify potential 
sources of revenue. 
 
Mr. Brand said that he would be willing to make formal presentations of the final 
study to each of the involved municipalities and boards and urged that they accept 
the study as an amendment to their Comprehensive Plans for development. He 
said the key is to have cohesion among the three municipalities so that the Project 
Advisory Group can continue to meet and promote the project. 
 
Mr. Brand also reported that the State Environmental Quality Review (SEQR) 
forms have been completed with a determination of non-significance. He said that 
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he wanted to have this portion of the project completed now, prior to various 
SEQR changes coming from the State later this year. 
 
Mr. Brand explained the importance of keeping the Project Advisory Group to-
gether so that everyone is aware of the availability of state and federal funding 
programs, saying that the completion of the study document is not the end of the 
project, but only the beginning. He said that he very much desires to see this proj-
ect become reality and will push for this goal. He said that the Group should look 
to the Ontario County Planning Office to recognize this link in the regional trail 
system and seek letters of support from the county for grant applications. He also 
noted the possibility of constructing the trail connector in sections as funding 
becomes available. 
 
Mr. Torzynski discussed the timing of the printing of the final study and reported 
that Mr. Beauvais of the New York State Department of Transportation is pleased 
with the report, as well. 
 
Mr. Spittal said that he would be in favor of the coordination of efforts of the 
various involved municipalities and boards. Mr. Brand said that a countywide trail 
committee would be of importance to focus on the components of this study and 
how it interacts with neighboring counties. Mr. Harvey said that he would be 
willing to advocate for Ontario County to take the leadership role in bringing the 
entities together. Mr. Brand said that he would follow up with Mr. Harvey to help 
establish a group that would champion the funding of the trail connector. Mr. 
Harvey noted that if this is not done—that if someone doesn’t bring everyone 
together—the project might never be completed. 
 
Mr. Emelson encouraged the use of existing resources, as well. He described a 10-
year plan that is nearing completion in Victor and suggested that Parks and Trails 
New York data be acquired and included in grant applications to quantify the 
impact of the trails on homeowners and property owners. He offered to share the 
Victor data with the Group. 
 
Mr. Torzynski noted that it would be beneficial if the final Executive Summary of 
the study document could be ready by April 1, 2013, to enable the planning 
committee of the Genesee Transportation Council (GTC) to take action at its 
April meeting. 
 
Mr. Brand expressed appreciation to the GTC for allowing the various munic-
ipalities and boards to work together on this project and that it may become a 
model for other groups that have multiple jurisdictions involved in a project. He 
then presented the following resolution for consideration: 
 
AUBURN TRAIL/ONTARIO PATHWAYS TRAIL CONNECTOR 
ADOPTION RESOLUTION BY THE PROJECT ADVISORY GROUP 
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WHEREAS, the Auburn Trail/Ontario Pathways Trail Connector Project Advis-
ory Group (hereinafter referred to as the Group) acknowledges receipt of the final 
draft of the of the Auburn Trail Connection to Ontario Pathways Feasibility Study 
as prepared by Fisher Associates of Rochester, N.Y.; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Group accepts the document as presented, subject to minor edit-
ing to be submitted. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Group authorizes that the 
final document be submitted to the Planning Committee of the Genesee Trans-
portation Council (GTC) and ultimately to the GTC Board for acceptance at its 
June 2013 meeting, with the understanding that the Group would then distribute 
the accepted study to the Town of Farmington, the Town of Canandaigua, the 
City of Canandaigua, and other interested boards and organizations for the pur-
pose of preparing funding applications for implementation of the study and con-
struction of the trail connector. 
 
A motion was made by Mr. Brand, seconded by Mr. Ingalsbe, that the preceding 
resolution be approved. 
 
Motion carried unanimously by voice vote of the Group. 
 
Ms. Schmid thanked the group for the opportunity to work on this project and said 
it was good to have had so much involvement and support from the involved 
municipalities, boards, and organizations. She noted that this was one of the more 
challenging projects on which she has worked due to the several agencies in-
volved. She echoed Mr. Brand’s comments on the need to keep this effort under 
way, especially with continued outreach to the public and to property owners. She 
suggested that there is no need to wait for soliciting easements from property 
owners who have expressed support, and that acquiring easements and other 
donations now will help funding applications. For those property owners who 
may not wish to grant an easement at this time, she suggested that the lines of 
communication be kept open with them. 
 
Mr. Price suggested that members of the Group inform their towns’ conservation, 
planning, and recreation boards about the completed study to make them aware of 
the project and to obtain their potential assistance in obtaining easements. 
 
Mr. Brand noted that materials related to the study and meeting reports have been 
posted on the Town of Farmington web site, and that the study will be posted 
upon final completion. Mr. Torzynski said that the study would also be posted on 
the GTC web site. 
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3. ADJOURNMENT 
 

With no further business or discussion to come before the Group, the meeting was 
adjourned at 7:20 p.m. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
John M. Robortella 
Clerk, Town of Farmington Planning Board 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 


