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Town of Farmington July 11, 2019
Planning Board

1000 County Road 8

Farmington, NY 14425

RE: Additional Information for Question 1a of SEQR Part 2, Yellow Mills Road Solar

Dear Farmington Planning Board Members,

Delaware River Solar (DRS) is pleased to bring the benefits of Community Solar to the
Town of Farmington, and appreciates the Board’s review of the proposed action to develop

three 2.338 Megawatt AC solar energy systems.

On May 22, the Planning Board provided Delaware River Solar (DRS) with a
Supplemental Narrative of the Board’s responses to the State Environmental Quality Review
(SEQR) — Full Environmental Assessment Form Part 2 (FEAF), determined at the May 15, 2019
public hearing. In this narrative, DRS was asked to provide additional information for
“Question 1a — Impact on Land”, in light of a geotechnical study of the parcel, to determine,
as clarified by the Town Engineer, “the potential impacts the project would have on the existing

bedrock and water table located on the project site.”

DRS has worked diligently to provide this information to the Board. To do this, DRS
needed to wait for the geotechnical engineer and geologist to complete the geotechnical
study on the land. Once this study was complete, the results were shared with our
construction engineer, who selected steel racking posts suitable to the soil conditions
determined by the geotechnical report. After posts were selected, the geotechnical engineer

determined if any impacts would be created, and what mitigations should be necessary.

In response, please find the following attached to this cover letter:
1. A geo-technical summary of the development area of the parcel, conducted by

Foundation Design, PC;
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2. Anopinion letter from RBI Solar, the construction engineer of the proposed action,
who selected suitable galvanized steel posts for the development based on soil
condition results of the aforementioned study;

3. An opinion letter from Foundation Design on the environmental impacts of the

selected steel posts.

To more thoroughly review these findings, we ask that the engineers at MRB Group
(Town Engineer) and Foundation Design discuss the findings prior to the scheduled July 17,
2019 public hearing, so that these professional engineers may help address any and all

guestions the Board may have at the July 17 public hearing regarding this topic.

We hope this information is helpful to the Planning Board, and fully answers the

guestions the Board has regarding Question 1a of SEQR Part 2.

Sincerely,

Daniel Compitello
Project Developer

DELAWARE
RIVER
SOLAR

130 North Winton Road
Rochester, NY 14610
www.delawareriversolar.com

Attachments:
1. Yellow Mills Road Solar Farm, Geotechnical Evaluation
2. RBI —Opinion Letter on Galvanized Steel Posts
3. Foundation Design — Opinion Letter on Galvanized Steel Posts
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RBI SOLAR

5513 Vine Street, Cincinnati, OH 45217 e Ph: 513-242-2051 e Fax: 513-242-0816

July 9%, 2019

RE:  Yellow Mills PV Array _Impact of HDG Post
Yellow Mills Road
Farmington, NY 14522

To Whom It May Concern:

Based on the SEQR review, the Town of Farmington board has requested 3™ party comment in
regards to the potential environmental impact of hot dipped galvanized steel columns driven into
the native soil.

RBI’s steel racking will be supported on steel piles driven approximately 10ft below grade. Based
on soils report performed by Foundation Design, P.C. dated, 7/9/19, ground water was observed
at various depths likely due to the permeable upper sand/gravel formation overlaying the dense
impermeable glacial till formation. It is known that ground water depths will vary seasonally.
Therefore, there is potential that perched ground water may exist at different times of the year
based on rainfall accumulation. Over time, moisture and concurrent soil conditions will begin to
erode the zinc coating. However, it is important to note that the soil conditions on site are not
consistent with highly corrosive soils.

According to the USGS, zinc results in no ill health effect nor is it toxic to plants except in high
levels. High levels of zinc are present in areas of zinc mining, industrial waste, metal plating, etc.
We would not expect high levels of zinc released in the soils based on the application in which it’s
being used. In addition, based on conversations with the American Galv Association, zinc
released from corrosion is not bio-available. This basically means the zinc cannot be further
broken down to be consumed by organisms/plant life.

Based on the post spacing, quantity of posts, and relatively small volume of steel below grade in
comparison of volume of soil within the foot print of the array, it’s in RBI’s opinion that the effect

on ground water depth is minimal. The effect is even more insignificant when ground water is
present at deeper depths.

Sianme,
A o

Nick Allen, P.E.

www.rbisolar.com
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July 11, 2019

Delaware River Solar
33 Irving Place, Suite 1090
New York, New York 10003

Attention:  Mr. Daniel Compitello

Reference: Yellow Mills Road Solar Array
466 Yellow Mills Road, Farmington, New York
Galvanizing Impacts, 4618.0

Dear Mr. Comitello:

This letter summarizes our consultation on the potential impacts that the galvanized steel piles
may have on the groundwater. We understand that during the State Environmental Quality
Review of the Yellow Mills Road Solar project, the Town of Farmington Planning Board asked
what environmental impacts may occur to groundwater from the galvanized steel piles used
in the construction of the development, and what measures would need to be taken to mitigate

any impacts created.

We understand that your contractor plans to install W5x9 or CG3x8 (10g) galvanized steel piles to
support the racking system. The galvanizing process consists of applying a zinc coating over the
outside of the piles, thereby adding corrosion protection to the piles. Zinc is a naturally occurring

element, often found in the environment.
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Briefly, we do not believe that the galvanized piles proposed to be installed pose a threat to the
environment; no mitigation measures should be required. The zinc coating is intended to bond to
the steel to create a protective coat, therefore is not likely to interact with the groundwater once
installed. The galvanizing process has been approved as a corrosion protection measure by the
Federal Highway Administration for driven piles and culvert pipes along major waterways. The hot
dipped zinc coating process also used for galvanized steel pipe for water supplies in residential
homes. Zinc only poses an environmental issue when it accumulates in very high concentrations,

usually associated with larger scale industrial or mining operations.

We hope this summary of our findings meets your current needs. We will provide more subsurface

data and copies of the final boring logs/locations in the final report.

Very truly yours,

FOUNDATION DESIGN, P.C.

Jefffey D. Netzband, P.E., P.G.
Vice President
cc.  Mr. Peter Dolgos — Delaware River Solar
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