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Native Sons & Daughters Start Year with
Planes, Trains and Dead Sea Scrolls

CONMNIE

AIRLINE HISTORY MUSEUM

KE A MSAS CIiITY

February 24

In 1985, acoupleof aviation
enthusiastswere reminiscing about the
“good olddays’ of large, propeller-
driventransport aircraft. They won-
dered if onecould belocated, re-
stored, and flownto Airshows. The
dreamisreality and now you can let
your imaginationtakeflight asthe
Native Sons& Daughtersenjoy some
arlinehistory courtesy of the Airline
History Museum of Kansas City.

April 28

Pieces of the Dead Sea
Scrolls that will be on display
at Union Station February 8
through May 13

On Saturday, February 24, at
10:00 am. the Native Sons &

Daughtersof Greater Kansas City will

takeatour of oneof thelast flying
Congdlation aircraft that took Trans

World Airlinestotheheightsof theair
travel industry, ong with anumber of

other artifacts. Afterwards, lunchwill
be served at Chappell’s, arestaurant
that’samusuemal itsown.

$18.50 per personincludesthe

Dead Sea S

Union Stationwill present theonly
Midwest stop for themonumental
Dead Sea Scrollsexhibition, and
some Native Sonsand Daughterswill
have achanceto beapart of it.

Experiencethe most remarkable
archeological discovery of thelast
century: theoldest surviving manu-
scriptsof the Hebrew Bible, known
to Chrigtiansasthe Old Testament,
theonly known surviving Biblica
documentswritten before AD 100.
You can explorethehistory and

significance of the scrollsand discover

tour and lunch. Guestsarewelcome.
Reservationsmust bereceived by
Wednesday, February 21, 2007. JN

themystery of how they were created
morethan 2000 years ago.
Inadditiontothescralls, this
exhibitionwill dsofeatureamultitude
of artifactsfrom Qumran, wherethe
scrollswerediscovered, aswell as
other artifactsfromtheregion.
TheNative Sons& Daughtershas
25 reservationsfor 10:00 a.m. on
Saturday, April 28th. Makeyour
reservation now by calling 816-926-
9397 if you'reinterested in attending.
Thecost is$16.00 per person. JN
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Letter from the President

Thisismy first letter to you as President of
the Native Sonsand Daughters of Kansas City.
Therearemany organizationsin our areadevoted to
the history of Kansas City. Our Native Sonsisone
of theoldest and has asits primary objectivehistoric
advocacy whether it beto preserve historical sites, to
identify areasof socia, economic or historical
importance or to recogni ze thoseindividualswho
havefostered the greatness of our area.

Inorder for our organizationto maintainits
ownindividuality itisimportant for our membersto
beinvolvedin our organization. Inthisissueof our
newsdl etter we have described our committees. |
strongly urgeyou to becomeinvolvedinour
organization, by serving onaCommittee, by
recommending landmarksthat should berecognized
or by suggesting new projects.

Oneof our newest projectsisaScholarship
that the Board of Directors approved two years ago.
A $500 award will begranted to the college student
that presentsthe best paper onan historical, social,
political or economic aspect in KansasCity. Native
Sons & Daughters should encourage our studentsto
appreciate the history of the Kansas City by doing
historical research.

Thisyear wewill have an open Board of
Directorsmeetingin April sothat our memberscan
learn more about what our Board doesand the
commitment of our Committeechairs.

| look forwardto ayear full of activitiesand
inviteyoutojoinus.

Eileen Sullivan, President

Don't forget to check www.native-sons.org for
information about the Native Sons and local
Kansas City area history.

HISTORY NEEDS YOUR HELP!

Congder joining oneor moreof our Community
Service Committeeswhich areactively working through-
out thecommuinty. They include:

Alexander M aj or sHouse— Thiscommitteeworksto
promotethe operationsand plansof the
Alexander MagjorsHouse. The Committee
facilitateseffortsto maintain Steparticipationin
cultural and historical agencies, developand
improve servicesto educate the community, and
celebratelocal and regiona eventsof historicand
geographicsgnificance.

Ar chives—the Archives Committeeworkswith Dave
Boutrosat the Western Historical Manuscript
Collection at UMK C to preserveand protect
documentsthat add to the history of Greater
Kansas City and to add documentsto the collec-
tion.

Daniel M or gan BoonePark - Native Sons& Daughters
member George Hickslabored over tenyearsto
preservethe cemetery siteof Daniel Morgan
Boone, son of
legendary
frontiersman,
Daniel Boone.
Theste
has now been
preserved asa

park under the Several Native Sons attended the
auspicesof dedication of Daniel Morgan Boone

KansasCity's Park
Parksand Recreation Department.

Corinthian Hall, Kansas City Museum — The Com-
mitteeworkswith thedirectorsof Corinthian Hall
to provide support as needed.

Fort Osage—Fort Osagewasone of theoriginal projects
of the Native Sons. 2007 representsthe 150"
anniversary of thefounding of Fort Osage. The
Committeeresearchesthe activitiesof the Fort
and supportsitsongoing projects.

Historic M ar ker s— The Committeereviewsrequests
for the establishment of Historic Markersand

Our Mission is to Maintain and Preserve the Historic Items and Sites of Greater Kansas City




IN MEMORY OF OUR FRIEND ROY C. RANCK, JR.

Over venerable past president and long time
member, Roy C. Ranck, Jr. died on December 17, 2006.
A memorid servicewasheld on December 21 at the Mt.
Moriah & Freeman Chapdl. A privateinternment was
later heldinthe Mt. Moriah Cemetery. Roy had also been
apast president of the Westport Historical Society, past
president of the Native Sonsof Kansas City, anda
member of the Military Officers Association of America
local Heart of AmericaChapter.

Captain Roy
Ranck, USAF, servedin
World War 11 asapilot of
aB-17 bomber stationed
with the Eighth Bomber
Air GroupinEngland. On
araid over Germany, his
arcraft was shot down off
the Danish coast. The
crew bailed out withthe
exception of two mem-
berswho had been killed.
They landedinaninhab-
itedidand near theDanish
coadtline. All crew
memberswere captured
except for Roy. Hewas
putin hiding by the Danish
underground. Whenthe
Germanmilitary could not
find him, anoticewas
posted that aDanish citizen
would be shot each day until Captain Ranck was cap-
tured. After Roy learned of thisnotice, he gave himsalf up.

Roy wasaprisoner of war in Germany for 19
months. Asunitsof theU.S. Army approached hisprison
camp, the German guards|eft and al the prisonerswere
abletowalk out. Roy and abuddy discovereda
M ercedes-Benz automobile up on blocks at aGerman
farm. They took the car inwhat Roy called the* spoilsof
war.” Atan Army Quartermaster depot, they got a
battery, air for thetires, and gasolinefor thetank. They
also got new uniforms, shoes, and food. For several

The many faces of Roy Ranck. Clockwise from left: Roy as a
Captain in the U.S. Air Force, Roy in 1983, enjoying retirement in
January, 2006. Photos provided by Rita Ranck.

weeksthey toured the areaof Germany controlled by the
U.S. Army. VariousU.S. Army depotskept them sup-
plied with food and gasoline. When they decided it was
timeto go home, they had to crossthe Rhine River to get
to an embarkation port whereaship could takethemto
the United States. Guardsat abridgerefusedto let them
crossinthe Mercedes-Benz. The car wasthen aban-
doned and they eventually arrived home.

Incivilianlife, Roy wasan
entrepreneur astheowner
of Ranck Furniture. His
businesswasfirst located
on Prospect Avenue and
later in Grandview. Heand
hiswife, Bette, operated a
successful businessfor
yearsuntil retirementinthe
early 1980's.

Beforeretirement, Roy
becameactiveinthe
Westport Historical Soci-
ety, Civil War Roundtable
of KC, andthe Native
Sonsof Greater Kansas City. Morethan
any person, hewasresponsiblefor the
restoration of the historic Harris-Kearney
Housein Old Westport. Hewasinvolved
inthe preservation of the
Civil Wer Big BlueBattle-
fieldat Byran'sFordand
thetill to be completed
interpretation of the Town of Kansas site on the Missouri
River waterfront. In 1994, Roy washonored by the
Native Sonsof Greater Kansas City asthe Outstanding
Kansas Citian, an honor herichly deserved.

Roy C. Ranck, Jr. wasagentleman and apatriot
who served hiscountry intime of war, amanwho was
involvedin savingloca historic sites, aman of great
persond integrity, and aloving and compass onate hus-
band and father. JN

We gratefully thank Orvis Fitts and George Hicks for providing
this story for our membership.

P.O. Box 10046 Kansas City MO 64171-0046 P:816-926-9397 F:816-822-2136 www.native-sons.org
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