
NEHEMIAH 
InITIATIVE

Why a Nehemiah Initiative? 

Nehemiah was convicted that the state of the Israelites was directly 
related to the state of the Holy City.  The report from his brother was, “The 
wall of Jerusalem is broken down, and its gates have been burned with 
fi re.”- Neh.1:3.  The people were walking in and out of the Holy City as if it 
were no different than the surrounding lands.  Upon arrival in Jerusalem, 
Nehemiah inspected the wall and reported to the people, “You see the 
trouble we are in: Jerusalem lies in ruins, and its gates have been burned 
with fi re. Come, let us rebuild the wall of Jerusalem, and we will no longer 
be in disgrace.’ wvI also told them about the gracious hand of my God upon 
me and what the king had said to me. They replied, ‘Let us start rebuilding.’ 
So they began this good work.” - Neh.2:17-18.

Nehemiah was convinced that once the people began rebuilding the wall 
around Jerusalem, they would be reminded of the signifi cance the Holy City 
had as a dwelling place for His name.  They established the foundation, 
rebuilt the wall, built and set the gates in place and reestablished 
Jerusalem as the Holy City in 52 days!

It is signifi cant to see the wall not as a wall of isolation, though that is 
certainly an understandable connotation, but rather as a wall of delineation 
– a reestablishment of the Holy City and a reestablishment of the Israelites 
as the chosen people of God.  The City and the people were to be different 
than the surrounding lands.

The Nehemiah Initiative is a study for men that visits the physical 
construction of the wall in 445BC and draws parallels to the spiritual wall 
men need in life to be different in this world.  In fi ve sections this study will 
lay the foundation of relationship; build walls of Christ-likeness; construct 
gates of spiritual discipline; and discuss practical applications for battles 
men face today.  This spiritual wall will provide men with the structure 
to continually grow in relationship with the Lord and live as the men, 
husbands and fathers the Father expects us to be.

“Rick Wertz is a dear friend and a brother in Christ. He is a veteran 
of spiritual wars, a trailblazer for our Lord and has the spiritual 
maturity to spend time on the mountain top with the Father so he 
can endure the valleys of ministry and lead men in godly manner. 
Faithful Fathering has been forged from these fi res of combat.  He 
is the real deal and personifi es 1Corinthians 16:13-14 as a godly 
man. His motivation to teach and write is the direct result of the 
overfl ow of his love for our Lord. Since he has ‘been there, done 
that and has the t-shirt’, listen and learn from what he shares in 
this Nehemiah Initiative.”

 Buddy Griffi n, Pastor of Men
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