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Dial-A-Devotion
A new devotion is recorded every Tuesday morning
(515) 448 - 3355

July 2: Paul Wilde
July 9: Joe Stein
July 16: Marilyn Sell
July 23: Sharon Seibert
July 30: Kurt Knudsen

J

Church Office: (515) 448-4701

Church Office Hours
M -Th: 9:00 A.M. - 1:00 P.M.

Sundays
Worship: 9:30 A.M.
Fellowship following worship
Loom Room
T/W:9:30 A.M. -11:15 A.M.

United Methodist Women
First Thursday of Every Month: 9:30 A.M.

facebook

Check Facebook for updates as they occur!
Search “Eagle Grove UMC”

Dial-a-Devotion: (515) 448-3355 egumc@goldfieldaccess.net



The Things | Wish Jesus Didn’'t Say
Joseph Woo (www.umc.orq)

My faith journey would be so much easier if Jesus
didn’t teach a few things here and there.

For instance, “love God” is (on most days) a doable
commandment. It's not easy but it's also not too
difficult. Had Jesus just ended it there, not too
much of a problem, you know?

But he had to go on and add, “love your neighbors.”

Which is infinitely more difficult than the first part
because, have you seen some of the neighbors?

| resonate with the legal expert who asked Jesus
(in Luke 10): “And who is my neighbor?”

Who is my neighbor?

Instead of responding with an answer, Jesus tells a
story. Stories have the power to transform lives
and thoughts. Instead of being bogged down by
theological, ideological , and philosophical
discussions, Jesus talks about a road that all his
listeners know is a fairly dangerous road.

Not surprisingly, a man gets robbed and beaten
while traveling on that narrow road.

A priest intentionally avoids the beaten man,
moving to the other side of the road so he doesn't
make contact with the injured man.

Then a Levite (a religious leader) did the same
thing the priest did.

Then a Samaritan comes along and is “moved with
compassion.” He dresses the man’s wounds, loads
the man on his donkey, and takes him to a nearby
inn. The Samaritan pays the innkeeper two full
days’ worth of wages and asks the innkeeper to
take care of the injured man and when he returns,
he’ll pay any additional costs the man might have
incurred.

On the surface level, we might tell this story to be
kind and compassionate to the people that we pass
by who might be in need.

We wouldn’t even give a second thought to the
word “Samaritan” because most of us are familiar
with it nowadays.

Good Samaritan Hospital
Good Samaritan Church.
Good Samaritan Law.

The words “good” and “Samaritan” go together like
“peanut” and “butter.”

But if we just settle for that, we miss out on the
point that Jesus is making.

Jesus concludes his story with: What do you think?
Which one of these three was a neighbor to the
man who encountered thieves?”

The lawyer responded with: “The one who
demonstrated mercy toward him.”

Wouldn't it have been easier to just say, “The
Samaritan?”

Sure. Less words. But saying “Samaritan” would
require more effort because for the lawyer and
other faithful Israelites in that time there was
nothing good about Samaritans.

Samaritans were to be avoided — at best.

A faithful Israelite wouldn’t be caught dead with a
Samaritan.

Which is why the Lawyer couldn’t bring himself to
even say the word “Samaritan” and instead
addressed him as “the one.”

Think about the people whose names we won'’t say.
We may often talk about our past relationship
calling them “My Ex” instead of using their names.

Or that neighbor. Those people.

Names connect us. Names create intimacy. Think
about how we feel when we can’t remember
someone’s name.


http://www.umc.org

The Lawyer responds, “the one...”

And Jesus says, that’s your neighbor. That's who
you are called to love.

Your neighbor isn’t just the people who you get
along with; who think like you; who vote like you;
who share the same interests; who you find easy to
love and be with.

Your neighbor is also the one that gets underneath
your skin; the one who is the complete opposite of
you in ideological, political, and theological realms;
the one you wish didn’t exist; the one who’s name

you won'’t even say.

Oof.

Jesus’ solution of getting rid of your enemies is to
pray for them (genuinely wish them well and the
best) and love them in such a way that one day you
wake up and realize they’re no longer enemies in
your heart.

The Samaritan is deemed “good” not because of
how many Bible verses he memorized, how often
he went to the temple, how articulate he was in
shaming those who thought differently from him
using religious terms, nor how eloquent his prayers
were.

The Samaritan was “good” because he made love
the priority in his life. Being religious was what led
the priest and the Levite to avoid the injured man. It
was embodying love that made the Samaritan stop
in his tracks and help a man who probably was
conditioned to hate him.

However, this story means nothing if we don'’t apply
it in our lives. What does it mean for us?

The measure of our hearts

Well. For starters, it means that we need to look
beyond just our community; that our love needs to
expand further than “me and mines.” We need to,
as Wendell Berry wrote: “imagine lives that are not
yours.”

And look, it wasn't like the hate between the
Israelites and Samaritans was one-sided. It was a
mutual hate. But the remarkable thing about this
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Samaritan was that he saw a human being in need
first and not a label.

The ultimate measure of Jesus Christ on our hearts
won’t be where we stood in the moments of comfort
and convenience but where we stood in the times
of challenges and controversy. When we truly love
our neighbor as we love God, we will be led to risk
our position, prestige, social standing for others.

It's what Jesus did.

It's what we’re invited to do.

What does it mean, for you, to love your neighbor?

May we not get caught up in the paralysis of
analysis like the lawyer in Luke 10, but may we
embody and practice the words of Jesus: Go, and
do likewise.

LUKE 10:37

For more resources, including
current news, reflections, and
podcasts, visit www.umec.org.

Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors.

The people of The United Methodist Church®


http://www.umc.org

Hoppy Birthday

The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make
his face shine on you and be gracious to you; the

Lord turn his face toward you and give you peace.

Mﬁ July 1- Cross Cultural Workshop - 5:00 PM.
July 3 - Kerry Ketcham July 28 - Ice Cream Social - 5:00 PM.
July 16 - Everly Mammen

July 16 - Jade Sadler Upcoming Events:
July 17 - Don Chambers August 8 - Salad Luncheon @ EGUMC - 11:00 AM.

July 17 - Jim Ralston
July 20 - Keylyee Collins
July 21 - Jenna Ahrens
July 23 - Dianne Ellsworth
July 24 - Myka Anderson
July 24 - Gloria Snyder
July 26 - Kellie Poncin
July 28 - Ashtyn Amonson
July 28 - Lenox Amonson
July 29 - Kael Davidson
July 29 - Cael Wesselink
July 30 - Tyler Hansen
July 30 - Maggie Wright
July 31 - Paige Grandgeorge

We are working on filling service
volunteers it you or your family are

willing and able to help fill positions. |
We are specifically in need of aco- ' .
lytes and appreciate any volunteers.
Please let the office know if you '
Made with PosterMy\Wall.com

would like to volunteer!




Happy GRAM!

Looking for a positive outreach mission
with no cost attached? By visiting
www.happygraom.org, you are able to send a
positive greeting to a resident living at
Rotary Senior Living here in Eagle Grove.
Additionally, other senior living centers
across the United States are available if
you have friends or family receiving
assisted care elsewhere. HoppyGram is
proudly sponsored by four Eagle Grove
companies: Eagle Grove Greenhouses;
Eagle Grove Pharmacy; First Bank; and
Daybreak Foods, Inc. This is a great way to
put a smile on a special person’s facel

SALAD
LUNCHEON

BY WOMEN OF FAITH

THURSDAY, AUG 8th, 2024

11AM - 1PM

421 W. BROADWAY

BASEMENT OF EAGLE GROVE UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH (ELEVATOR
ACCESS)

TICKETS: S12

ADVANCE TICKETS MAY BE
PURCHASE FROM THE
EAGLE GROVE
GREENHOUSE, OR THE &
CHURCH OFFICE. (448-
4701)

TICKETS MAY ALSO BE
PURCHASED AT THE DOOR

Proceeds go to Women of Faith for local needs

MIDWEST MISSION
i

disaster relief * education health * micro business

The Missions Team is beginning to collect materials
for Midwest Missions. Below are checklists for the two
different kits. Donations may be dropped off at the
church during office hours or on Sunday mornings. For
more information regarding this outreach, visit
www.midwestmission.org.

MISSION

disaster relief + education health + micro business

midwestmission.org

PERSONAL DIGNITY KIT SHOPPING LIST

() 1hand towel - no kitchen towels
(J 1washeloth - no dishcloths

(3 1toothbrush (no multipacks) ¥

() 1bar soap - 3-4 0z. :

OJ 1shampoo -12-19 oz.

(J 1deodorant - 2-3 oz.
(stick, roll-on, or pump)

(] 1lotion - 8-10 oz.

@) STk

disaster relief * education health * micro business

m|dweslm\ssmn.0rq

STUDENT KIT SHOPPING LIST

() 3 Notebooks - 1 Subject spiral 8" x 10 1/2"
(O 1Ruler - 12" long with metric

() 6Pencils - unsharpened

() 1Pencil Sharpener

() 1Pencil Eraser - 2" or larger
() 1Box of 12 Colored Pencils
(] 1Box of 24 Crayons

() 1Pair of Student Scissors

() 1Handmade One-Handled Bag

(pattern at midwestmission.org/patterns)


http://www.happygram.org
http://www.midwestmission.org

