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Dear friends,

Living our faith is all about the differences we can make for others. They feel God’s love
through our actions.
It’s wonderful to collaborate with other agencies to make a difference right here in Eagle
Grove. In August, many of you gave in response to the request from EGAMA (the ministerial association), and your giving, combined with a Wright County Charitable Foundation gift gave us over
$6,600 to purchase new school clothing for kids right here in town. A pop-up day was held, and over
275 pieces of clothing was distributed to about 50+ children from about 30 families. Their smiles
were ear-to-ear!
Now, as temperatures are dropping, we know there are many, many children and youth in
need of winter gear. Funny thing, children never grow smaller! We have 2 similar, coordinating
opportunities to help you keep them warm.
First, Upper Des Moines is having Coats for Kids. You’ll find small info boxes at the area banks
and other places; you can take a pink (girls) or blue (boys) paper coat, and purchase the size a qualifying child in Wright County needs. You pick, pay, and drop off at the
Upper Des Moines office. They distribute them.
Because Upper Des Moines receives state and local funding, there
are guidelines they have to follow – the most important one for us to
know is that these coats must be new, with tags. No exceptions.
We also know there are many additional school-age kids who
need coats, snow pants, boots, hats and mittens. We know they may not
qualify under Upper Des Moines guides…but their families can use help.
Many of these parents are working 1 or even 2 jobs, and can only stretch
their dollars so far. Winter gear is expensive.
Enter The Closet! This small, virtual group (sponsored by EGAMA) is wanting all kids to be
kept warm, so The Closet is going to fill in the void. There’s no physical location, BUT…we’re going to
receive here at church (as well a few other locations around town) for just 2 weeks. You can bring
any nearly-new, gently-used, freshly-laundered, on-a hanger coats and snowpants for school kids.
We’ll also be collecting gently-used, cleaned-up snowboots, and NEW hats and durable gloves and
mittens for kids. We’d love brand-new coats and snow pants too, so you know.
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You can bring them to the church when we are open on or before October 16. Coats
need to come in on a hanger, zipped up. We’ll have a tub out for the other things. Please note,
we are ONLY taking winter outdoor gear right now, new or nearly-new. We’re vitual; it’s in
and out…and we have no storage for boxes or bags of other clothing, no matter how nice.
You may also give a financial gift – checks to The Closet or put that in the memo of your
check to the church - and we’ll shop for you. For this project, we’ll look in thrift stores to make
your cash go farther. We’ve ordered some new hats and gloves from Ben Franklin, but fyi, there
are some great warm hats at Dollar Tree, and come really cute water-proof gloves and mittens
at WalMart and Target. Visualize that smile – and being warm and toasty!
Lots of options:
1.) new coat you purchase via Upper Des Moines Coats for Kids – tags at banks; deliver to Upper Des Moines –not to the church.
2.) make a financial gift for The Closet
3.) bring nearly-new, freshly-laundered kid’s coats and gear on hangers to the church before
October 16
4.) bring new hats and new mittens to the church…new coats welcome here too!
Whichever you choose, picture the smile on a child’s face and the warmth in your own
heart as you make a difference. ~~Pastor Alaire
FYI - If you or someone you know needs winter clothing, contact Pastor Alaire. She’ll help you
make connections to receive. Every child should be warm.

Dial a Devotion October 2022

Many thanks to those who are sharing a devotion
on Dial A Devotion. We invite and encourage you to
share a devotion with the community. Contact
church office 515-448-4701
if you wish to be a part of this
ministry.

October 4–Sharon Seibert
October 11–Melody Amonson
October 18-- Sharon Seibert
October 25—Maggie Wright

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Fellowship Coffee—
Share your goodies after church service! Contact office 515-448-4701 or
Sharon 515-293-2599

Goldfield United Methodist Church

5th Quarter is Back!
Thanks Jerry

121 West Chestnut
Harvest Dinner
October 29, 4:30-6:30
Take Out Only
Tickets: $12.00 , available from Pastor
Alaire or at the Door While Food Lasts!
Includes: Turkey, stuffing, potatoes
and gravy, green bean casserole, buns
and bars!!
How Yummy!
All proceeds go towards local and global
ministries!

Eagle Grove UMC
egumc@goldfieldaccess.net
515-448-4701

Goldfield UMC
goldumc@goldfieldaccess.net
515-825-3754

Eagle Grove Office open Tuesdays from 10:00 am-11:30 am
Dial a Devotion 515-448-3355
Sermon by phone– 515-212-2802

Prayers For the family of Gwen Amonson. Services were here on September 17th. For
Sue and Joel Stein, death of her father, George on Sept 17.
For Kurt, Kate, and friends and other family of Jane Knudsen. Jane passed away
recently in Texas. A celebration of her life will be here Friday, October 21,
@ 1:30, with lunch to follow.
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________

A new confirmation class is now meeting for 90 minutes on Wednesdays, about twice a month.
These 7th and 8th graders will be asking someone from the congregation to serve as a mentor; that pair
will meet monthly at a separate time they setup for themselves. There will be some questions to talk
about, and each mentor will be asked to be part of one class session over the year. If you’re asked, consider saying “yes”. It’s an important role, and the youth are giving it much thought.
Classes begin at 5:15pm, with supper. We’re hoping different church members each week will
bring in the meal to the Fireside Room, all ready to serve, then stay, eat with the group and get to know
them. As they begin classtime, we need you to cleanup (we’re not using paper), and take home any leftovers. You’d likely be at church from shortly after 5, until about 5:45pm.
Meals should be for about 12; we had 9 students the first week. The meal can be whatever you’d
like to fix at home, or pickup somewhere– beef burgers, a pasta bake, soup and sandwiches, pizza.
Food for 13-14yr olds, almost all who are coming directly from ball practice…well, you certainly
can partner up. Simple works, and dessert isn’t necessary (but they eat a lot!!!).
Yalonda has put together a signup sheet with the class dates; it’s in the back of the sanctuary, or
give her a call or text (319) 610-2593 . Thanks in advance for your gift to the youth.
——————————————————————————————————————————————
Over 20 Kindergarten – 4th graders, and about 15 middle schoolers are coming
every week when school dismisses at 1:45 – and it’s AMAZING!! What’s exciting is that
they’re inviting their friends.
Like many other churches, we’re discovering Wednesday learning is the new
“Sunday School”…and they’re here for 3 hours! Woohoo!! Music, lessons, games, art projects, worship
time – all to help them learn about the fruits of the spirit. Kudos to Nicole, Amanda, Marybeth, Paulette,
Melody, Diane, Carol and Donna for their ongoing commitment to staff every week. (Yes, we have a couple of spots for every-week help still to fill. Will you say “I can do that.” Contact Pastor with your yes.)
As you can imagine, when they arrive they are hungry, so snacks are high on the list every week.
Can you envision how much 35+ kids can eat? Try again!!!
In the back of the sanctuary, you’ll find a clipboard with an ever-changing, on-going list of snacks
and ingredients we need, and the date we’ll be using them. We’ll also send immediate needs in the midweek updates. Our plan is to break things out in manageable quantities – cooking for this tribe of excited
youth who haven’t eaten in at least 2 hours is overwhelming! Your contributions will be HUGELY appreciated.

___________________________________________________________________________

The Iowa Conference Ingathering is the first Saturday in November. United
Methodists across the state are busy assembling kits that will go to Midwest Mission for distribution around the globe. Everything given in 2021
had been sent out by the end of July! Toothbrushes, pencils, scissors and
shampoo seem so basic; they are sooo appreciated by those in need.
Supplies for 100 school kits are ready to be assembled by the youth.
If you’re making one-handle bags, we need them back before October 11,
when we plan to put the kits together. Items for the Personal Dignity Kits need to be in-house
no later than worship on Sun, October 9. Our goal here is also 100, and we’re over half-way
there. Note the deodorants can be any type, 2-3oz size, and the shampoo is 12.5 to 19oz.
Any bar soap, wrapped is OK now.
We also are asked to send $2 for each kit for razors, combs, and toothpaste, and an additional $2 for processing of each PDK and school bag. Will you help us help others? On their
behalf, THANKS!
Charge Conference
We we’ll gather with the other congregations in our circuit about 1pm @ Trinity
UMC in Ft Dodge for coffee, treats and fellowship. Rev. Dr. Michel Lundula, Camp
Clear Lake District Superintendent, will
convene the business portion at 2pm.
Our printed report will be available here
at church on that Sunday.
____________________________________________________________________________
We baptized Callen Dean Helmick on
Sunday, September 25, 2022.
Pictured are his parents Cody and Jenna
and sister Alivia. Also pictured are his god
parents Nate and Jill Malloy.
Baptisms are being planned into November and December. Contact Pastor Alaire
to schedule this, and/or making an official membership connection with Eagle
Grove UMC.

