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PRELUDE & BELLS We observe a moment of silence for prayer and meditation.
WELCOME congregation responds and unto ages of ages. Amen.
We stand OPENING HYMN
# 756

“Eternal Father, Strong to Save”

BRIEF RITE FOR CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS OF SINS
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.
In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to
live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive
your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we confess
our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all
unrighteousness.
1 John 1:8-9
Silence is kept for reflection and personal confession.
Most merciful God… we confess that we are born captive to sin and cannot free ourselves.
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by
what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not
loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on
us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in
your ways to the glory of your holy name. Amen.
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us and for his sake God forgives
us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by His authority, I
declare to you- who believe and repent- the forgiveness of all your sins in the name of the Father
and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

HOLY COMMUNION
APOSTOLIC GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all. And also with you.
2 Corinthians 13:13

SONG OF PRAISE

“Glory to God in the Highest”
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Luke 2:14

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray… O God our defender, storms rage around and within us and cause us to be
afraid. Rescue your people from despair, deliver your sons and daughters from fear, and
preserve us in the faith of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen
WORD
Next Steps Weekly Memory Verse: PSALM 130:5
I wait for you, O Lord, in your word is my hope.
We sit FIRST READING: 1 KINGS 19:9-18
9
At [Horeb, the mount of God,][Elijah] came to a cave, and spent the night there. Then the
word of the Lord came to him, saying, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” 10He answered, “I
have been very zealous for the Lord, the God of hosts; for the Israelites have forsaken your
covenant, thrown down your altars, and killed your prophets with the sword. I alone am left,
and they are seeking my life, to take it away.” 11He said, “Go out and stand on the mountain
before the Lord, for the Lord is about to pass by.” Now there was a great wind, so strong that
it was splitting mountains and breaking rocks in pieces before the Lord, but the Lord was not
in the wind; and after the wind an earthquake, but the Lord was not in the earthquake; 12and
after the earthquake a fire, but the Lord was not in the fire; and after the fire a sound of sheer
silence. 13When Elijah heard it, he wrapped his face in his mantle and went out and stood at
the entrance of the cave. Then there came a voice to him that said, “What are you doing here,
Elijah?” 14He answered, “I have been very zealous for the Lord, the God of hosts; for the
Israelites have forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars, and killed your prophets
with the sword. I alone am left, and they are seeking my life, to take it away.” 15Then
the Lord said to him, “Go, return on your way to the wilderness of Damascus; when you
arrive, you shall anoint Hazael as king over Aram. 16Also you shall anoint Jehu son of Nimshi
as king over Israel; and you shall anoint Elisha son of Shaphat of Abel-meholah as prophet in
your place. 17Whoever escapes from the sword of Hazael, Jehu shall kill; and whoever escapes
from the sword of Jehu, Elisha shall kill. 18Yet I will leave seven thousand in Israel, all the
knees that have not bowed to Baal, and every mouth that has not kissed him.”
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God!
RESPONSE & MEDITATION: PSALM 85:8-13
8
I will listen to what the LORD God is saying,
for he is speaking peace to his faithful people and to those who turn their hearts to him.
9
Truly, his salvation is very near to those who fear him,
that his glory may dwell in our land.
10
Mercy and truth have met together;
righteousness and peace have kissed each other.
11
Truth shall spring up from the earth,
and righteousness shall look down from heaven.
12
The LORD will indeed grant prosperity,
and our land will yield its increase.
13
Righteousness shall go before him,
and peace shall be a pathway for his feet.
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SECOND READING: ROMANS 10:5-15
5
Moses writes concerning the righteousness that comes from the law, that “the person who
does these things will live by them.” 6But the righteousness that comes from faith says, “Do
not say in your heart, ‘Who will ascend into heaven?’ ” (that is, to bring Christ down) 7“or
‘Who will descend into the abyss?’ ” (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead). 8But what does
it say? “The word is near you, on your lips and in your heart” (that is, the word of faith that
we proclaim); 9because if you confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord and believe in your
heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 10For one believes with the heart
and so is justified, and one confesses with the mouth and so is saved. 11The scripture says,
“No one who believes in him will be put to shame.” 12For there is no distinction between Jew
and Greek; the same Lord is Lord of all and is generous to all who call on him. 13For,
“Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.” 14But how are they to call on
one in whom they have not believed? And how are they to believe in one of whom they have
never heard? And how are they to hear without someone to proclaim him? 15And how are
they to proclaim him unless they are sent? As it is written, “How beautiful are the feet of
those who bring good news!”
The Word of the Lord.Thanks be to God!
We stand. GOSPEL VERSE: John 6:68
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GOSPEL READING: MATTHEW 14:22-33
Glory to You, O Lord.
22
[Jesus] made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead to the other side [of the Sea of
Galilee], while he dismissed the crowds.23And after he had dismissed the crowds, he went up
the mountain by himself to pray. When evening came, he was there alone, 24but by this time
the boat, battered by the waves, was far from the land, for the wind was against them. 25And
early in the morning he came walking toward them on the sea. 26But when the disciples saw
him walking on the sea, they were terrified, saying, “It is a ghost!” And they cried out in
fear. 27But immediately Jesus spoke to them and said, “Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.”
28
Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the water.” 29He
said, “Come.” So Peter got out of the boat, started walking on the water, and came toward
Jesus. 30But when he noticed the strong wind, he became frightened, and beginning to sink, he
cried out, “Lord, save me!” 31Jesus immediately reached out his hand and caught him, saying
to him, “You of little faith, why did you doubt?” 32When they got into the boat, the wind
ceased. 33And those in the boat worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.”
The Gospel of the Lord Praise to You, O Christ!
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HYMN OF THE DAY
#755

“Jesus, Savior, Pilot Me”

We sit. SERMON

Rev. Jared Stillions, STS
Faith In/Of/For
A Test of Trust

We stand. PROFESSION OF FAITH
Nicene Creed
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all
that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not
made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and
for our salvation he came down from heaven; by the power of the Holy Spirit he
became incarnate from the virgin Mary and was made man. For our sake he was
crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he
rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at
the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the
dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father
and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has
spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic* and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the +
resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.
*means whole, entire Christian
COMMISSIONING & BLESSING OF SOLID ROCK & SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS FOR 2019-2020
A reading from First Corinthians.
Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; and there are varieties of services, but the
same Lord; and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who activates all of
them in everyone. To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. (1
Cor. 12:4-7)
Sisters, you have volunteered your time, your energy, and your gifts to the children, youth, and
family ministries of this congregation. Will you offer your giftedness to this ministry in the
confidence that it comes from God?
I will, and I ask God to help me.
A reading from Proverbs.
Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not rely on your own insight. In all your ways
acknowledge him, and he will make straight your paths. (Prov. 3:5-6)
Will you carry out this ministry centered in Christ’s call, striving to trust God as your guide
and inspiration?
I will, and I ask God to help me.
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A reading from Ephesians.
I pray that you may be strengthened in your inner being with power through God’s Spirit, and
that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith, as you are being rooted and grounded in
love. I pray that you may have the power to comprehend, with all the saints, what is the
breadth and length and height and depth, and to know the love of Christ that surpasses
knowledge, so that you may be filled with all the fullness of God. (Eph. 3:16-19)
Will you trust in God’s care, seek to grow in love for those you serve, strive for excellence in
your skills, and honor the gospel with a faithful life?
I will, and I ask God to help me.
We stand. I now ask you, people of St. Peter and Solid Rock: Will you today renew your
commitment to our youngest brothers and sisters, our children and youth who look to you for
guidance, support, and examples of righteous living?
We will, and we ask God to help us.
Those being commissioned face the assembly.
Will you claim these gifted people as those called by God to help carry out our congregation’s
ministry to children, youth, and families? Will you support them and enthusiastically celebrate
the work they do?
We will, and we ask God to help us.
Will you pray for these leaders and the young people they serve, celebrating our children and
youth as the ones Jesus blessed and welcomed?
We will, and we ask God to help us.
Let us pray. Gracious God, for Jesus’ sake, empower these ministers to care for the young
ones in our family of faith. Help them to teach faithfully, lead patiently, and guide confidently.
Stir up in these servants the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and understanding,
the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy
in your presence, both now and forever. Amen.
Almighty God, who has given you the gifts and the will to do these things, graciously give you
the strength and compassion to perform them. Amen.
On behalf of St. Peter and Solid Rock, we now commission you for ministry, grateful for your
gifts and your willingness to serve.
The assembly may offer acclamation with applause. We continue with the Prayers of the Church.
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PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
Let us pray for the church, the world, and all people according to their need.
A brief silence is kept.
Holy Father, we bow in adoration before your majesty. We stand in awe of your wisdom,
power, and goodness. And we thank you for your strong saving love, made real for us in your
dear Son. Send us your Spirit, so we boldly obey his commands and humbly crave his mercy.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Send your Church into every corner of the world to preach the Gospel of salvation through
Christ alone. By your Spirit, give it humility, faith, and courage to proclaim your holy Word
with faithful clarity and winsome charity.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Give such endurance and faith to all who are persecuted for being Christians, that even their
tormentors might repent, call upon your name, and be saved.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Protect this congregation from storms of contention, controversy, and confusion. Shelter us
in your arms, and help us trust your guidance. We pray for our mission to develop fully
devoted followers of Jesus, and to support Solid Rock our mission in action. Help us to say
in word and deed, “I love you, O Lord my strength, O Lord my stronghold, my crag, and my
haven. My God, my rock in whom I put my trust, my shield, the horn of my salvation, and my
refuge; you are worthy of praise!”
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
We pray for everyone who is overwhelmed by winds and waves of adversity, grief, and
suffering. We know they sometimes feel abandoned by others – and even by you. Give us
grace to encourage, strengthen, and aid them. Help us to take their hand and walk with them,
even across their stormy seas, towards the nail-scarred hands of Jesus, who alone can lift them
up and save them.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Shield us from natural disasters and manmade catastrophes. Storms, floods, tornadoes,
droughts, and earthquakes threaten many lives; and human malice and stupidity destroy many
more. Come down, O Lord, on the wings of wind; scatter our enemies and deliver us from
our anguish! Speak your word of peace upon the troubled earth and every human heart; and
reign undisturbed as King and Lord of all.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Clothe with righteousness and wisdom all your servants who risk their lives in defense of life
and liberty. Be their stronghold, shield, and refuge. Make them models of justice, integrity,
and service.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
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Sunday pm only- Empower our Sunday School and Solid Rock teachers to care for the young
ones in our family of faith. Help them to teach faithfully, lead patiently, and guide confidently.
Stir up in these servants the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and understanding,
the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and fear of the Lord. Keep in your
care all who are single by choice or by circumstance. Help them to find their joy and
fulfillment in serving you, and in strengthening the ties of Christian love that bind one to
another. Prepare the hearts of our children for the coming of their dear Savior. Protect and
bless them; and help us teach them to love Jesus and to trust him always.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Lord, many people can say with the Psalmist, “The breakers of death rolled over me, and the
torrents of oblivion made me afraid.” We lift them before you – especially: {List}. Save them
from every affliction that threatens to undo them. Lead them to a place of safety and shelter,
healing, and hope. And bless everyone who is entrusted with caring for them in any way.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Thank you, dear Father, for your servants who now rest from their earthly labors – especially
those whose death touches us most closely. We pray for our families of {List}. Give to us,
who still sail life’s stormy seas, faith to call upon you in confidence and hope. Give us love to
encourage and help our neighbor in distress. And give us hope, that clinging to your Son for
dear life, we come safely into your embrace. Grant that we, with all whom you have
redeemed, may sing with joy and worship you forever.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Hear our prayer, O Father, and grant all that glorifies you and builds up your people. This we
ask for Jesus’ sake. Amen
SHARING OF THE PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also, with you.
We briefly greet those in our row with a handshake and the words “Peace be with you.”
OFFERING, OFFERTORY SONG & PRAYER- Giving back to God
First- and second-time guests are not expected to give a monetary offering.
Your Connection Card and your presence this morning are your gifts.
Safe, secure & easy electronic giving is available by scanning this code& on our website
stpeterhallettsville.org/giving
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We stand #184

“Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful, Lord”

Isaiah 5:1, Psalm 23:5, others

Blessed are you, O Lord, our God, king of the universe. Through your goodness you have
blessed us with these gifts: ourselves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and what we
have gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one who gave himself for us,
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
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It is indeed right and salutary . . . and join their unending hymn:

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER & WORDS OF INSTITUTION
You are indeed holy…
In the night in which he was betrayed, … Do this for the remembrance of me.
All honor and glory are yours…now and forever. Amen
LORD’S PRAYER
Matthew 6:9-13
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, forever and ever. Amen.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Even though you are physically absent from our celebration of the mystery of our Lord’s Body
and Blood, you are encouraged to concentrate, reflect, and meditate on the blessing he bestows
upon us, to cultivate in your heart, mind, and spirit an earnest desire for the sacrament in which
we are promised that with the bread and wine his body and blood are given and shed FOR YOU
for the forgiveness of your sins. We pray that the day of our reunion will be soon.
Come to the Banquet for all is now ready. Thanks be to God.
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Holy Communion is the true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ present and received in, with, and under
the bread and wine. All who are baptized in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit and who
believe the Lord’s words “This is my body given for you” and “This is my blood poured out for you for the
forgiveness of sins” may receive Communion. Young children, not yet receiving Communion, may receive a
blessing.
(Matt 26:26ff, Mark 14:22ff, Luke 22:19ff, 1 Cor. 11:24ff)
Communion administration occurs in a continuous fashion at the Communion rail. The ushers will guide you to
the rail. To receive the elements, extend your hand, palm up, to the ministers. White grape juice is available in
the center of the trays. For those unable to consume either bread or wine, the Church affirms the Lord’s full
presence in each element alone. Once you have received the elements, return to your seat by the side aisles. If you
do not desire to receive Holy Communion, you may remain seated.
COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION HYMNS

"Lamb of God"

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING, SONG, & PRAYER
May the body and blood…keep you in his grace. Amen.
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p154 John 1:29

“Lord, Now You Let”

Luke 2:29-32

Let us pray… we give thanks to you, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the
healing powers of this gift of life. In your mercy strengthen us through this gift in faith toward
you, and in fervent love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.
Silence is kept for reflection.
BENEDICTION
The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. Amen.
We stand. CLOSING HYMN
#774
“What a Fellowship, What a Joy Divine”

11

Opening of Solid Rock 2020-2021 School Year
Come, children, and listen to me; I will teach you the fear of the Lord.
Teach me, O Lord, your ways.
I will bless the Lord at all times; his praise shall ever be in my mouth.
Teach me, O Lord, your ways.
I will glory in the Lord; let the humble hear and rejoice
Teach me, O Lord, your ways.
A reading from Deuteronomy.
Hear, O Israel: The LORD is our God, the LORD alone. You shall love the LORD your God
with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your might. Keep these words that I am
commanding you today in your heart. Recite them to your children and talk about them when
you are at home and when you are away, when you lie down and when you rise. Bind them as
a sign on your hand, fix them as an emblem on your forehead, and write them on the
doorposts of your house and on your gates. (Deuteronomy 6:4-9)
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Let us pray…Almighty God, you give wisdom and knowledge. Help us to study diligently and
to grow in all that is good. Support all who teach and all who learn, that together we may
know and follow your ways; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Lord’s Prayer
Matthew 6:9-13
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, forever and ever. Amen.
We begin this 2020 Solid Rock Christian Center for Learning school year in the name of the
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
#836 “Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee” v1 only
1 Joyful, joyful we adore thee,
God of glory, Lord of love!
Hearts unfold like flow'rs before thee,
praising thee, their sun above.
Melt the clouds of sin and sadness,
drive the gloom of doubt away.
Giver of immortal gladness,
fill us with the light of day.
Go in peace; serve the Lord. Thanks be to God.
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ST. PETER LUTHERAN CHURCH
100 North Promenade, Hallettsville, Texas 77964
(361) 798-2808
www.stpeterhallettsville.org
Our mission is Christ’s mission – “I will build my church”
by developing fully devoted followers of Jesus Christ.
Congratulations to Shelby Mertz & Carson Schindler who were married on July 18th!
Sunday, Aug 9th Installation of Solid Rock & Sunday School Teachers
Prayers and Blessings for a safe & healthy year to our Solid Rock Teachers, our Sunday
School Teachers, and all area Teachers as they begin their new school year!
Virtual Blessing of the Backpacks will premier Sunday, Aug 9th at 10:30 am on St. Peter
Hallettsville YouTube Channel or on our webpage under videos.
LYO is hosting a "Back to School Supply Drive" today, Aug 9th from 10:30 am
to 1:00 pm at the Fellowship Hall. All school supplies are needed as well as disposable masks,
Clorox wipes, refillable water bottles or a monetary donation.
If you know a member or members that have been unable to come to in-person church
services, if they would like a Home Communion, please have them call to set up an
appointment with Pastor or one of the Communion Team Members.
August Personal Care Item: soap
If you have prayer requests, you may email or call the office and leave a message.
Sunday Aug 16th First day of Sunday School and pre-k, 3rd, & confirmands will receive bibles
during Sunday School opening.
Directory pictures will be on Sunday, August 30th and Sept 20th @ 10:00 am - 1:00 pm &
4:00 pm – 7:00 pm
Commissions/Committees please turn in Budgets & Goals to the office by Aug 31st.
The Great Outdoors Service on Sunday, Sept. 20th. More details coming soon!
Sunday, Sept 20th @ 6:30 pm in the Fellowship Hall, Pastor Jared will begin The Dave
Ramsey Financial Peace University 9-week course. Zoom-type option will also be offered.
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Opening Hymn Eternal Father, Strong to Save (#756)
Words by William Whiting; Music by John B. Dykes

1 Eternal Father, strong to save,
whose arm has bound the restless wave,
who bade the mighty ocean deep
its own appointed limits keep:
oh, hear us when we cry to thee
for those in peril on the sea.
2 O Savior, whose almighty word
the winds and waves submissive heard,
who walked upon the foaming deep,
and calm amid the storm didst sleep:
oh, hear us when we cry to thee
for those in peril on the sea.
3 O Holy Spirit, who didst brood
upon the chaos dark and rude,
and bid its angry tumult cease,
and give, for wild confusion, peace:
oh, hear us when we cry to thee
for those in peril on the sea.
4 O Trinity of love and pow'r,
all trav'lers guard in danger's hour
from rock and tempest, fire and foe,
protect them wheresoe'er they go;
thus evermore shall rise to thee
glad hymns and praise from land and sea.
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Hymn of the Day: Jesus, Savior, Pilot Me (#755)
Words by Edward Hopper; Music by John Edgar Gould

1 Break now the bread of life,
dear Lord, to me,
as once you broke the loaves beside the sea.
Beyond the sacred page
I seek you, Lord;
my spirit waits for you,
O living Word.
2 Bless your own word of truth,
dear Lord, to me,
as when you blessed the bread by Galilee.
Then shall all bondage cease,
all fetters fall;
and I shall find my peace,
my All-in-All!
3 You are the bread of life,
dear Lord, to me,
your holy word the truth that rescues me.
Give me to eat and live
with you above;
teach me to love your truth,
for you are love.
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Closing Hymn What a Fellowship, What a Joy Divine (#774)
Words by Elisha A. Hoffman; Music by Anthony J. Showalter

1 I love to tell the story
of unseen things above,
of Jesus and his glory,
of Jesus and his love.
I love to tell the story,
because I know it's true;
it satisfies my longings
as nothing else would do.

Refrain

I love to tell the story;
'twill be my theme in glory
to tell the old, old story
of Jesus and his love.
2 I love to tell the story:
how pleasant to repeat
what seems, each time I tell it,
more wonderfully sweet!
I love to tell the story,
for some have never heard
the message of salvation
from God's own holy word. Refrain
3 I love to tell the story,
for those who know it best
seem hungering and thirsting
to hear it like the rest.
And when, in scenes of glory,
I sing the new, new song,
I'll sing the old, old story
that I have loved so long. Refrain
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