Nineth Sunday after Pentecost
August 7, 2022
Order of Worship: Holy Communion, Setting Four
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PRELUDE & BELLS We observe a moment of silence for prayer and meditation.
WELCOME congregation responds and unto ages of ages. Amen.
We stand OPENING HYMN
#858

“Praise to the Lord, the Almighty”

BRIEF RITE FOR CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS OF SINS
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.
In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are
hid: Cleanse the thought of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we confess our
sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
Silence is kept for reflection and personal confession.
1John 1:8-9
Most merciful God… we confess that we are born captive to sin and cannot free ourselves.
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by
what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved
our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your
ways to the glory of your holy name. Amen.
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us and for his sake God forgives
us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by His authority, I
forgive you- who believe and repent- of all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son
and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

HOLY COMMUNION
APOSTOLIC GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all. And also with you.
SONG OF PRAISE

“Glory to God in the Highest”
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p 148 Luke 2:14

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray…. Almighty God, you sent your Holy Spirit to be the life and light of your
church. Open our hearts to the riches of your grace, that we may be ready to receive you
wherever you appear, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
WORD
Next Steps Weekly Memory Verse: MATTHEW 24:42,44
Keep awake and be ready, for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming
We sit FIRST READING: GENESIS 15:1-6
1
After these things the word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision, “Do not be afraid,
Abram, I am your shield; your reward shall be very great.” 2But Abram said, “O Lord God,
what will you give me, for I continue childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer of
Damascus?” 3And Abram said, “You have given me no offspring, and so a slave born in my
house is to be my heir.” 4But the word of the Lord came to him, “This man shall not be your
heir; no one but your very own issue shall be your heir.” 5He brought him outside and said,
“Look toward heaven and count the stars, if you are able to count them.” Then he said to
him, “So shall your descendants be.” 6And he believed the Lord; and the Lord reckoned it to
him as righteousness.
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God!
RESPONSE & MEDITATION: PSALM 33:12-22
12
Happy is the nation whose God is the LORD!
Happy the people he has chosen to be his own!
13
The LORD looks down from heaven,
and beholds all the people in the world.
14
From where he sits enthroned he turns his gaze
on all who dwell on the earth.
15
He fashions all the hearts of them
and understands all their works.
16
There is no king that can be saved by a mighty army;
a strong man is not delivered by his great strength.
17
The horse is a vain hope for deliverance;
for all its strength it cannot save.
18
Behold, the eye of the LORD is upon those who fear him,
on those who wait upon his love,
19
to pluck their lives from death,
and to feed them in time of famine.
20
Our soul waits for the LORD;
he is our help and our shield.
21
Indeed, our heart rejoices in him,
for in his holy name we put our trust.
22
Let your lovingkindness, O LORD, be upon us,
as we have put our trust in you.
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SECOND READING: HEBREWS 11:1-3, 8-16
1
Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen. 2Indeed, by
faith our ancestors received approval. 3By faith we understand that the worlds were prepared
by the word of God, so that what is seen was made from things that are not visible.
8
By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to set out for a place that he was to receive as
an inheritance; and he set out, not knowing where he was going. 9By faith he stayed for a time
in the land he had been promised, as in a foreign land, living in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob,
who were heirs with him of the same promise. 10For he looked forward to the city that has
foundations, whose architect and builder is God. 11By faith he received power of procreation,
even though he was too old—and Sarah herself was barren—because he considered him
faithful who had promised. 12Therefore from one person, and this one as good as dead,
descendants were born, “as many as the stars of heaven and as the innumerable grains of sand
by the seashore.” 13All of these died in faith without having received the promises, but from a
distance they saw and greeted them. They confessed that they were strangers and foreigners
on the earth, 14for people who speak in this way make it clear that they are seeking a
homeland. 15If they had been thinking of the land that they had left behind, they would have
had opportunity to return. 16But as it is, they desire a better country, that is, a heavenly one.
Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God; indeed, he has prepared a city for them.
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God!
We stand. GOSPEL VERSE: JOHN 6:68
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GOSPEL READING: LUKE 12:32-40
Glory to You, O Lord.
[Jesus said:] 32“Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you
the kingdom. 33Sell your possessions, and give alms. Make purses for yourselves that do not
wear out, an unfailing treasure in heaven, where no thief comes near and no moth
destroys. 34For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 35“Be dressed for action
and have your lamps lit; 36be like those who are waiting for their master to return from the
wedding banquet, so that they may open the door for him as soon as he comes and
knocks. 37Blessed are those slaves whom the master finds alert when he comes; truly I tell you,
he will fasten his belt and have them sit down to eat, and he will come and serve them. 38If he
comes during the middle of the night, or near dawn, and finds them so, blessed are those
slaves. 39“But know this: if the owner of the house had known at what hour the thief was
coming, he would not have let his house be broken into. 40You also must be ready, for the
Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour.”
The Gospel of the Lord Praise to You, O Christ!
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HYMN OF THE DAY
#624

“Jesus, Still Lead On”

We sit. SERMON

Rev. Jared Stillions, STS
Cloudy Skies
Sure Thing

We stand. PROFESSION OF FAITH
Nicene Creed
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all
that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our
salvation he came down from heaven; by the power of the Holy Spirit he became
incarnate from the virgin Mary and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under
Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in
accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand
of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his
kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father
and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken
through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic* and apostolic Church. We
acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the + resurrection of
the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.
*means whole, entire Christian
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
Let us pray for the Church, the world, and for one another.
A brief silence
Thank you, dear Father, for the beauty of earth, sea, and sky. Thank you for blessings without
number, and for your great faithfulness. Increase our faith and gratitude, and give us joy
amidst suffering and comfort in sadness.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Adorn your Church with faith as steadfast as Abraham’s, and as lovely as the lilies of the field.
Make it a storehouse for the treasures of heaven. Let it graciously and generously share those
treasures with all.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
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Bless this congregation with deep faith, untroubled hearts, kindly spirits, and loving deeds.
Remind us that our treasures are not found in buildings, bank accounts, programs, or
progress. We pray for our mission to develop fully devoted followers of Jesus; and to support
Solid Rock our mission in action. Give us eyes to see our treasure in the souls of those whom
you have loved, forgiven, and redeemed.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Bless and guide all who are discipleship guides, spiritual directors, and pastoral mentors. Give
them grace to lead others along the path of obedience, love, and faithfulness to you.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Send your Spirit abroad in the world, so that people in every land may say, “Happy is the
nation whose God is the Lord; he is our strength and shield.” Help us to find our treasure not
in possessions and power, but in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Be the strength and shield of all who risk their life in defense of others. Help them act with
wisdom, integrity, and competence. When their work is done, let their homecomings be
joyful, their bodies and minds be healed and refreshed, their service be honored, and their
skills be used in new ways.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Grant healing, hope, and faith to all who are afflicted pain or sorrow. Especially we lift before
you the needs of: {List}. Let the love, mercy and goodness of bless all who suffer. Give
gentle hands and patient hearts to those who care for them; and restore them to fellowship
with all who love them.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Gracious Father, we thank you for receiving, as treasures and as your dear children, all who
have died trusting in you. We pray for the families of {List}. Keep our hearts firmly fixed on
your mercy and loving-kindness toward us. Help us to encourage and help one another.
Remind us of the treasures of eternal life and salvation that you have stored up for us through
the merits of your dear Son. Bring us into your Kingdom, where, with all of your treasured
people, we may enjoy those treasures and delight in your goodness forever.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Hear our prayers, gracious Father, offered through the power of the Spirit; and for the sake of
your dear Son, grant us all that is in accordance with your merciful will, to your glory and for
the good of your people. Amen.
SHARING OF THE PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also, with you.
We briefly greet those in our row with the words “Peace be with you.”
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We sit. OFFERING, OFFERTORY SONG & PRAYER- Giving back to God
First- and second-time guests are not expected to give a monetary offering;
your Connection Card and your presence this morning are your gifts.
Safe, secure & easy electronic giving is available on our website
stpeterhallettsville.org/giving or by scanning this code.
We stand
I Am Jesus’ Little Lamb
1 I am Jesus' little lamb ever glad at heart I am
For my shepherd gently guides me
Knows my need and well provides me
Loves me every day the same
Even calls me by my name
Blessed are you, O Lord, our God, king of the universe. Through your goodness you have
blessed us with these gifts: ourselves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and what we
have gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one who gave himself for us,
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
GREAT THANKSGIVING
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It is indeed right and salutary . . . and join their unending hymn:

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER & WORDS OF INSTITUTION
You are indeed holy…
In the night in which he was betrayed, … Do this for the remembrance of me.
All honor and glory are yours…now and forever. Amen
LORD’S PRAYER
Matthew 6:9-13
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as
we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
We sit. INVITATION TO COMMUNION
The gifts of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.
Holy Communion is the true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ present and received in, with, and under
the bread and wine. All who are baptized in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit and who
believe the Lord’s words “This is my body given for you” and “This is my blood poured out for you for the
forgiveness of sins” may receive Communion. Young children, not yet receiving Communion, may receive a blessing.
(Matt 26:26ff, Mark 14:22ff, Luke 22:19ff, 1 Cor. 11:24ff)

Communion administration occurs in a continuous fashion at the Communion rail. The ushers will guide you to
the rail. To receive the elements, extend your hand, palm up, to the ministers. White grape juice is available in the
center of the trays. For those unable to consume either bread or wine, the Church affirms the Lord’s full presence
in each element alone. Once you have received the elements, return to your seat by the side aisles. If you do not
desire to receive Holy Communion, you may remain seated.
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COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION HYMN

"Lamb of God"

We stand POST-COMMUNION BLESSING, SONG, & PRAYER
May the body and blood…keep you in his grace. Amen.
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John 1:29

“Lord Now You Let Your Servant”

Luke 2:29-32

Let us pray… Pour out upon us the spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of those
whom you have fed with one heavenly food; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Silence is kept for reflection.
BENEDICTION
The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. Amen.
CLOSING HYMN
#880

“O God Beyond All Praising”
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ST. PETER LUTHERAN CHURCH
100 North Promenade, Hallettsville, Texas 77964
(361) 798-2808
www.stpeterhallettsville.org
Our mission is Christ’s mission – “I will build my church”
by developing fully devoted followers of Jesus Christ.
Opening Hymn; “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty” (#858)
Text by Catherine Winkworth; Music by Ernewertien Gesangbuch

1 Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of creation!
O my soul, praise him, for he is your health and salvation!
Let all who hear now to his temple draw near,
joining in glad adoration!
2 Praise to the Lord, who o'er all things is wondrously reigning
and, as on wings of an eagle, uplifting, sustaining.
Have you not seen all that is needful has been
sent by his gracious ordaining?
3 Praise to the Lord, who will prosper your work and defend you;
surely his goodness and mercy shall daily attend you.
Ponder anew what the Almighty can do
if with his love he befriend you.
4 Praise to the Lord! Oh, let all that is in me adore him!
All that has life and breath, come now with praises before him!
Let the amen sound from his people again.
Gladly forever adore him!
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Hymn of the Day: “Jesus, Still Lead On” (#624)
Text by Jane L. Borthwick; Music by Adam Drese

1 Jesus, still lead on,
till our rest be won;
and, although the way be cheerless,
we will follow, calm and fearless;
guide us by your hand
to the promised land.
2 If the way be drear,
if the foe be near,
let no faithless fears o'ertake us,
let not faith and hope forsake us;
safely past the foe
to our home we go.
3 When we seek relief
from a long-felt grief,
when temptations come alluring
make us patient and enduring;
show us that bright shore
where we weep no more.
4 Jesus, still lead on,
till our rest be won;
heav'nly leader, still direct us,
still support, console, protect us,
till we safely stand
in the promised land.
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Closing Hymn: “O God Beyond All Praising” (#880)
Text by Michael Perry; Music by Gustav Holst

1 O God beyond all praising, we worship you today
and sing the love amazing that songs cannot repay;
for we can only wonder at ev'ry gift you send,
at blessings without number and mercies without end:
we lift our hearts before you and wait upon your word,
we honor and adore you, our great and mighty Lord.
2 The flow'r of earthly splendor in time must surely die,
its fragile bloom surrender to you, the Lord most high;
but hidden from all nature the eternal seed is sown-though small in mortal stature, to heaven's garden grown:
for Christ, your gift from heaven, from death has set us free,
and we through him are given the final victory.
3 Then hear, O gracious Savior, accept the love we bring,
that we who know your favor may serve you as our King;
and whether our tomorrows be filled with good or ill,
we'll triumph through our sorrows and rise to bless you still:
to marvel at your beauty and glory in your ways,
and make a joyful duty our sacrifice of praise.
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