Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost
September 11, 2022
Order of Worship: Holy Communion, Setting Four
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PRELUDE & BELLS We observe a moment of silence for prayer and meditation.
WELCOME congregation responds and unto ages of ages. Amen.
We stand OPENING HYMN
#834
“Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise”

BRIEF RITE FOR CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS OF SINS
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.
In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are
hid: Cleanse the thought of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we confess our
sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
Silence is kept for reflection and personal confession.
1John 1:8-9
Most merciful God… we confess that we are born captive to sin and cannot free ourselves.
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by
what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved
our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your
ways to the glory of your holy name. Amen.
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us and for his sake God forgives
us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by His authority, I
forgive you- who believe and repent- of all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son
and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

HOLY COMMUNION
APOSTOLIC GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all. And also with you.
SONG OF PRAISE

“Glory to God in the Highest”
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray….O God, overflowing with mercy and compassion, you lead back to yourself all
those who go astray. Preserve your people in your loving care, that we may reject whatever is
contrary to you and may follow all things that sustain our life in your Son, Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord. Amen.
WORD
Next Steps Weekly Memory Verse: LUKE 15:10
There is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents.
We sit FIRST READING: EXODUS 32:7-14
7
The Lord said to Moses, “Go down at once! Your people, whom you brought up out of the
land of Egypt, have acted perversely; 8they have been quick to turn aside from the way that I
commanded them; they have cast for themselves an image of a calf, and have worshiped it
and sacrificed to it, and said, ‘These are your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of the
land of Egypt!’ ” 9The Lord said to Moses, “I have seen this people, how stiff-necked they
are. 10Now let me alone, so that my wrath may burn hot against them and I may consume
them; and of you I will make a great nation.” 11But Moses implored the Lord his God, and
said, “O Lord, why does your wrath burn hot against your people, whom you brought out of
the land of Egypt with great power and with a mighty hand? 12Why should the Egyptians say,
‘It was with evil intent that he brought them out to kill them in the mountains, and to
consume them from the face of the earth’? Turn from your fierce wrath; change your mind
and do not bring disaster on your people. 13Remember Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, your
servants, how you swore to them by your own self, saying to them, ‘I will multiply your
descendants like the stars of heaven, and all this land that I have promised I will give to your
descendants, and they shall inherit it forever. 14And the Lord changed his mind about the
disaster that he planned to bring on his people.
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God!
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RESPONSE & MEDITATION: PSALM 51:1-10
1
Have mercy on me, O God, according to your lovingkindness;
in your great compassion blot out my offenses.
2
Wash me through and through from my wickedness,
and cleanse me from my sin.
3
For I know my transgressions,
and my sin is ever before me.
4
Against you only have I sinned
and done what is evil in your sight.
5
And so you are justified when you speak
and upright in your judgment.
6
Indeed, I have been wicked from my birth,
a sinner from my mother’s womb.
7
For behold, you look for truth deep within me,
and will make me understand wisdom secretly.
8
Purge me from my sin, and I shall be pure;
wash me, and I shall be clean indeed.
9Make me hear of joy and gladness,
that the body you have broken may rejoice.
10Hide your face from my sins,
and blot out all my iniquities.
11Create in me a clean heart, O God,
and renew a right spirit within me.
SECOND READING: 1 TIMOTHY 1:12-17
12
I am grateful to Christ Jesus our Lord, who has strengthened me, because he judged me
faithful and appointed me to his service, 13even though I was formerly a blasphemer, a
persecutor, and a man of violence. But I received mercy because I had acted ignorantly in
unbelief, 14and the grace of our Lord overflowed for me with the faith and love that are in
Christ Jesus. 15The saying is sure and worthy of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the
world to save sinners—of whom I am the foremost. 16But for that very reason I received
mercy, so that in me, as the foremost, Jesus Christ might display the utmost patience, making
me an example to those who would come to believe in him for eternal life. 17To the King of
the ages, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory forever and ever. Amen.
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God!
We stand. GOSPEL VERSE: JOHN 6:68
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GOSPEL READING: LUKE 15:1-10
Glory to You, O Lord.
1
Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to [Jesus.] 2And the
Pharisees and the scribes were grumbling and saying, “This fellow welcomes sinners and eats
with them.” 3So he told them this parable: 4“Which one of you, having a hundred sheep and
losing one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness and go after the one that
is lost until he finds it? 5When he has found it, he lays it on his shoulders and rejoices. 6And
when he comes home, he calls together his friends and neighbors, saying to them, ‘Rejoice
with me, for I have found my sheep that was lost.’ 7Just so, I tell you, there will be more joy in
heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who need no
repentance.8“Or what woman having ten silver coins, if she loses one of them, does not light
a lamp, sweep the house, and search carefully until she finds it? 9When she has found it, she
calls together her friends and neighbors, saying, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found the coin
that I had lost.’ 10Just so, I tell you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one
sinner who repents.”
The Gospel of the Lord Praise to You, O Christ!
HYMN OF THE DAY
#658

“O Jesus, Joy of Loving Hearts”

We sit. SERMON

Celebrating God’s Gifts
Joy in God’s Mission

Rev. Jared Stillions, STS

We stand. PROFESSION OF FAITH
Nicene Creed
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all
that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our
salvation he came down from heaven; by the power of the Holy Spirit he became
incarnate from the virgin Mary and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under
Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in
accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand
of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his
kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father
and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken
through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic* and apostolic Church. We
acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the + resurrection of
the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.
*means whole, entire Christian

4

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
Let us pray in the name of Jesus to our heavenly Father for the Church, the world, and one
another.
A brief silence
Holy God, thank you for Jesus! Thank you for making him our good Shepherd. Thank you
for loving us so much that we are granted forgiveness, life, fellowship with you – and love
beyond all telling – in your Son, crucified, raised, and ascended to your right hand for our
salvation.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Heavenly Father, give your Church the grace and desire to faithfully follow Jesus. Give it
leaders who rightly proclaim your Word. Give it your Holy Spirit, so it is a place of welcome,
forgiveness, and transformation for every sinner who enters it.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Give your grace to this congregation. Forgive us when, like unruly sheep, we head-butt and
distress your flock. Help us to repent of thoughtless words, self-centered actions, and
anything else that hinders one of your dear children from loving and trusting you. We pray for
our mission to develop fully devoted followers of Jesus; and to support Solid Rock our
mission in action.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
On this day, we remember and grieve those who lost their lives in terrorist attacks. We thank
you for those who risked, and often gave, their lives trying to bring safety and life out of
chaos and death. We pray that hatred, violence, fanaticism, and injustice may cease
throughout the world, and that your gracious and holy will should hold sway in every heart
and every land.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Our nation continues to struggle with enemies within and beyond its borders; with discord,
suspicion, and violence; and with a raucous political campaign that sometimes threatens to
bring out the worst rather than the best in us. Shepherd us through these troubled times.
Bring healing to our hearts, homes, and communities. Anoint our eyes to see one another as
fellow citizens and as beloved children of the same heavenly Father. And bring a measure of
your peace to this weary world.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Be merciful to all who are hurting, weak, abused, hungry, or grieving; or who in any way need
the abundance of your grace. Especially we lift before you: {List}. Be their Good Shepherd,
and bring them healing and hope. Help us all to be gentle, gracious, compassionate and kind
to them, so that together, we may praise your goodness.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
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Dear heavenly Father, we entrust into the care of Jesus our Good Shepherd, all our beloved
dead. We pray for the families of {List}. Comfort all who mourn; and fill us with your Holy
Spirit’s wisdom and grace. Teach us to love each other tenderly and care for one another
diligently; and keep us ever in Christ’s care. Of your goodness, grant that he should heal us
from every sin and infirmity, and lead us into your Kingdom; so that as one flock we may
praise, adore, and glorify our Good Shepherd forever.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
In the power of the Holy Spirit, we entrust our prayers and petitions into your hands, gracious
Father, for the sake of your beloved Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
SHARING OF THE PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also, with you.
We briefly greet those in our row with the words “Peace be with you.”
We sit. OFFERING, OFFERTORY SONG & PRAYER- Giving back to God
First- and second-time guests are not expected to give a monetary offering;
your Connection Card and your presence this morning are your gifts.
Safe, secure & easy electronic giving is available on our website
stpeterhallettsville.org/giving or by scanning this code.
We stand
I Am Jesus’ Little Lamb
1 I am Jesus' little lamb ever glad at heart I am
For my shepherd gently guides me
Knows my need and well provides me
Loves me every day the same
Even calls me by my name
DRIVER’S LICENSE MILESTONE BLESSING
Blessed are you, O Lord, our God, king of the universe. Through your goodness you have
blessed us with these gifts: ourselves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and what we
have gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one who gave himself for us,
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
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GREAT THANKSGIVING

It is indeed right and salutary . . . and join their unending hymn:

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER & WORDS OF INSTITUTION
You are indeed holy…
In the night in which he was betrayed, … Do this for the remembrance of me.
All honor and glory are yours…now and forever. Amen
LORD’S PRAYER
Matthew 6:9-13
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as
we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
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We sit. INVITATION TO COMMUNION
The gifts of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.
Holy Communion is the true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ present and received in, with, and under
the bread and wine. All who are baptized in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit and who
believe the Lord’s words “This is my body given for you” and “This is my blood poured out for you for the
forgiveness of sins” may receive Communion. Young children, not yet receiving Communion, may receive a blessing.
(Matt 26:26ff, Mark 14:22ff, Luke 22:19ff, 1 Cor. 11:24ff)

Communion administration occurs in a continuous fashion at the Communion rail. The ushers will guide you to
the rail. To receive the elements, extend your hand, palm up, to the ministers. White grape juice is available in the
center of the trays. For those unable to consume either bread or wine, the Church affirms the Lord’s full presence
in each element alone. Once you have received the elements, return to your seat by the side aisles. If you do not
desire to receive Holy Communion, you may remain seated.
COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION HYMN

"Lamb of God"

We stand POST-COMMUNION BLESSING, SONG, & PRAYER
May the body and blood…keep you in his grace. Amen.
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John 1:29

“Lord Now You Let Your Servant”

Luke 2:29-32

Let us pray… We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the healing
power of this gift of life; and we pray that in your mercy you would strengthen us, through this
gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another, for the sake of Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.
Silence is kept for reflection.
BENEDICTION
The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. Amen.
CLOSING HYMN
#251

“My Soul Proclaims Your Greatness”
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ST. PETER LUTHERAN CHURCH
100 North Promenade, Hallettsville, Texas 77964
(361) 798-2808
www.stpeterhallettsville.org
Our mission is Christ’s mission – “I will build my church”
by developing fully devoted followers of Jesus Christ.

Opening Hymn; “Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise” (#685)
Text by Frances R. Havergal; Music by William H Havergal

1 Immortal, invisible, God only wise,
in light inaccessible hid from our eyes,
most blessed, most glorious, the Ancient of Days,
almighty, victorious, thy great name we praise!
2 Unresting, unhasting, and silent as light,
nor wanting, nor wasting, thou rulest in might;
thy justice like mountains high soaring above
thy clouds which are fountains of goodness and love.
3 To all, life thou givest, to both great and small;
in all life thou livest, the true life of all;
we blossom and flourish like leaves on the tree,
and wither and perish, but naught changeth thee.
4 Thou reignest in glory; thou dwellest in light;
thine angels adore thee, all veiling their sight;
all laud we would render; oh, help us to see
'tis only the splendor of light hideth thee!
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Hymn of the Day: “O Jesus, Joy of Loving Hearts” (#658)
Text by Ray Palmer; Music by W. Gardiner

1 O Jesus, joy of loving hearts,
the fount of life, the light of all:
from ev'ry bliss that earth imparts
we turn, unfilled, to hear your call.
2 We taste you, ever-living bread,
and long to feast upon you still;
we drink of you, the fountainhead;
our thirsting souls from you we fill.
3 For you our restless spirits yearn,
where'er our changing lot is cast;
glad, when your smile on us you turn,
blest, when by faith we hold you fast.
4 O Jesus, ever with us stay!
Make all our moments fair and bright!
Oh, chase the night of sin away!
Shed o'er the world your holy light.
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Closing Hymn: “My Soul Proclaims Your Greatness” (#251)
Text by With One Voice; Music by Ralph Vaughan Williams

1 My soul proclaims your greatness, Lord;
I sing my Savior's praise!
You looked upon my lowliness,
and I am full of grace.
Now ev'ry land and ev'ry age
this blessing shall proclaim-great wonders you have done for me,
and holy is your name.
2 To all who live in holy fear
your mercy ever flows.
With mighty arm you dash the proud,
their scheming hearts expose.
The ruthless you have cast aside,
the lowly throned instead;
the hungry filled with all good things,
the rich sent off unfed.
3 To Israel, your servant blest,
your help is ever sure;
the promise to our parents made
their children will secure.
Sing glory to the Holy One,
give honor to the Word,
and praise the Pow'r of the Most High,
one God, by all adored.
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