
 

 

14th Sunday after Pentecost 
September 3, 2023 

Order of Worship: Holy Communion, Setting Four 
Portions of the liturgy are from Sundaysandsesasons.com, copyright 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Scripture is reprinted from New Revised Standard Version Bible with Apocrypha, copyright 1989, 
Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Prayers of the Church, copyright 2023 Lutheran Core. Sermon, copyright 2023 Jared Stillions or 
other listed preacher. Used by permission. All other material not covered by other copyright is copyright 2023 St. Peter Lutheran Church of Hallettsville, Texas. Reprinted by permission under one or more of the 
following licenses:  Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License # SB140201, One License A-727829, CCLI 11158184. Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from One License with 
license #A-727829 and/or CCLI with license 11158184. No reproduction allowed without permission. 

Congregational responses are printed in bold type.  
Hearing assistance is available near the usher’s table. See an usher for help.  
St. Peter worship services are recorded and broadcasted.  
When you enter a St. Peter Lutheran Church worship service/event, you will be entering an area where photography, video and audio recording may occur. Such photographs and audio/visual recordings may be used by 
St. Peter for any reason. By entering the service/event premises, you consent to, photography, audio recording, video recording and its/their release, publication, exhibition, or reproduction you waive all rights you may 
have to any claims for payment or royalties or inspection.  

PRELUDE & BELLS We observe a moment of silence for prayer and meditation. 
WELCOME congregation responds and unto ages of ages. Amen. 
 
We stand OPENING HYMN  
#798 “Will You Come and Follow Me?” 
 

BRIEF RITE FOR CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS OF SINS 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are 
hid: Cleanse the thought of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 
If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we confess our 
sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
 1 John 1:8-9 

Silence is kept for reflection and personal confession. 
Most merciful God… we confess that we are born captive to sin and cannot free ourselves.  
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by 
what we have left undone.  We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved 
our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your 
ways to the glory of your holy name.  Amen. 
 
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us and for his sake God forgives 
us all our sins.  As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by His authority, I 

forgive you- who believe and repent- of all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son 
and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
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HOLY COMMUNION  

APOSTOLIC GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 

be with you all. And also with you. 

 
SONG OF PRAISE “Glory to God in the Highest” p. 148 Luke 2:14 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray… O God, we thank you for your Son, who chose the path of suffering for the 

sake of the world. Humble us by his example, point us to the path of obedience, and give us 

strength to follow your commands, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

WORD 
Next Steps Weekly Memory Verse: EPHESIANS 1:17, 18 

May the God of our Lord Jesus Christ enlighten the eyes of our hearts, so that we may know the hope to which 
God has called us. 

 
We sit FIRST READING: JEREMIAH 15:15-21 
15O Lord, you know; remember me and visit me, and bring down retribution for me on my 
persecutors. In your forbearance do not take me away; know that on your account I suffer 
insult. 16Your words were found, and I ate them, and your words became to me a joy 
and the delight of my heart; for I am called by your name, O Lord, God of hosts. 17I did not 
sit in the company of merrymakers, nor did I rejoice; under the weight of your hand I sat 
alone, for you had filled me with indignation. 18Why is my pain unceasing, my wound 
incurable, refusing to be healed? Truly, you are to me like a deceitful brook, like waters that 
fail. 19Therefore thus says the Lord: If you turn back, I will take you back, and you shall stand 
before me. If you utter what is precious, and not what is worthless, you shall serve as my 
mouth. It is they who will turn to you, not you who will turn to them.20And I will make you to 
this people a fortified wall of bronze; they will fight against you, but they shall not prevail over 
you, for I am with you to save you and deliver you, says the Lord. 21I will deliver you out of 
the hand of the wicked, and redeem you from the grasp of the ruthless. 
 The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God! 
 
RESPONSE & MEDITATION: PSALM 26:1-8 
1Give judgment for me, O Lord, for I have lived with integrity; 
I have trusted in the Lord and have not faltered. 

2Test me, O Lord, and try me; 
examine my heart and my mind. 

3For your love is before my eyes; 
I have walked faithfully with you. 

4I have not sat with the worthless, 
nor do I consort with the deceitful. 

5I have hated the company of evildoers; 
I will not sit down with the wicked. 

6I will wash my hands in innocence, O Lord, 
that I may go in procession round your altar, 

7singing aloud a song of thanksgiving 
and recounting all your wonderful deeds. 

8Lord, I love the house in which you dwell 
and the place where your glory abides. 
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SECOND READING: ROMANS 12:9-21 
9Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good; 10love one another with 
mutual affection; outdo one another in showing honor. 11Do not lag in zeal, be ardent in 
spirit, serve the Lord. 12Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in 
prayer. 13Contribute to the needs of the saints; extend hospitality to strangers. 14Bless those 
who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. 15Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with 
those who weep. 16Live in harmony with one another; do not be haughty, but associate with 
the lowly; do not claim to be wiser than you are. 17Do not repay anyone evil for evil, but take 
thought for what is noble in the sight of all. 18If it is possible, so far as it depends on you, live 
peaceably with all. 19Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave room for the wrath of God; 
for it is written, “Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord.” 20No, “if your enemies are 
hungry, feed them; if they are thirsty, give them something to drink; for by doing this you will 
heap burning coals on their heads.” 21Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with 
good. 
 The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God! 
 
We stand. GOSPEL VERSE: JOHN 6:68 P151 

 
 
GOSPEL READING: MATTHEW 16:21-28 
Glory to You, O Lord. 
21From that time on, [after Peter confessed that Jesus was the Messiah,] Jesus began to show 
his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and undergo great suffering at the hands of the 
elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be raised. 22And Peter 
took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, “God forbid it, Lord! This must never 
happen to you.” 23But he turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a 
stumbling block to me; for you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human 
things.” 24Then Jesus told his disciples, “If any want to become my followers, let them deny 
themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 25For those who want to save their life will 
lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake will find it. 26For what will it profit them if 
they gain the whole world but forfeit their life? Or what will they give in return for their life? 
27“For the Son of Man is to come with his angels in the glory of his Father, and then he will 
repay everyone for what has been done. 28Truly I tell you, there are some standing here who 
will not taste death before they see the Son of Man coming in his kingdom.” 
 The Gospel of the Lord Praise to You, O Christ! 
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HYMN OF THE DAY 
#553 “Christ Whose Glory Fills the Skies” Tune 879 

 

We sit. SERMON  Rev. Jared Stillions, STS 
Extra-Ordinary Life 
Be an Influencer 

 
We stand. PROFESSION OF FAITH    Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that 
is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our 
salvation he came down from heaven; by the power of the Holy Spirit he became 
incarnate from the virgin Mary and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under 
Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in 
accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand 
of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his 
kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father 
and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken 
through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic* and apostolic Church. We 
acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the + resurrection of 
the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.   *means whole, entire Christian Church 

 
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH  

Let us pray for the church, the world, and all people according to their need. 
A brief silence is kept. 
 
Heavenly Father, thank you for Peter! Last week we thanked you for his witness. Today we 
thank you – not that he stumbled, but that Jesus rebuked, loved, and forgave him. Lord, we know 
you will rebuke us when we are a stumbling block and unwitting agent of Satan. Give us grace 
to repent and humbly take up our cross again, following Jesus alone. 
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Grant that your Church never be a hindrance to your Son nor a stumbling-block to those 
whom he came to save. Center its life and proclamation in the Cross of Jesus. Make it follow 
wherever Jesus leads, even unto death. Use the Church to draw many hearts to repentant faith 
in Christ. Through it, overcome the world’s evil with your great good. 
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
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We pray for our sisters and brothers in Christ whose cross-bearing is the reality of their lives. 
Let them not be overcome by evil. Keep them steadfast in their faith. Help us to speak in 
their defense, pray on their behalf, and provide for their needs. 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Help this congregation to live out the words of Saint Paul: We pray for our mission to 
develop fully devoted followers of Jesus; to support Solid Rock our mission in action; and 
that you send us adults for baptism. Let our love be genuine. Make us abhor evil but hold fast 
to the good. Teach us to love and honor each other. Let us serve you fervently. Make us 
joyous in hope, patient in tribulation, and constant in prayer. Give us grace to be generous 
and hospitable, and to bless even our persecutors. Help us to rejoice with the joyful and to 
weep with the mourners. Teach us to live in harmony, and to not be wise in our own sight. 
Give us grace to repay no one evil for evil. Let us do what is honorable; and, so far as it 
depends on us, to live peaceably with all. And grant that we are not overcome by evil, but that 
in Christ, we overcome evil with good. 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Keep in your care victims of violence and injustice, especially when evil has been done to 
them in the name of religion. Stir us up to give them aid and comfort, for you are glorified by 
deeds of mercy, hospitality, and peace, not acts of violence or hatred. Deliver them from the 
hands of the wicked. 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Give integrity, wisdom, and humility to those who have power and authority over 
communities, corporations, and nations. Help them to do what is honorable, just, and 
generous. 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Give everyone the will and the opportunity to work, and give our society the generosity to 
assist those who cannot. Especially we ask you to strengthen and help entrepreneurs, small 
business owners, and all employees. Help us to value their contribution to our common 
welfare. Guide us in finding ways to help them prosper, for the good of all. 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Deal mercifully with all whose lives are shadowed by suffering, sorrow, or any kind of 
adversity. This day we pray for: {List}. Have pity on them and redeem them. Turn their 
sorrow into gladness and their pain into shouts of thanksgiving. Give them wise and 
compassionate caregivers, and reunite them with all who love them. 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
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O God, Giver & Sustainer of life, in this time of need send us the gift of rain so that we may 
receive the fruits of the earth for our benefit and for your praise. 
 Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Father, receive our beloved dead into your house with many rooms. We pray for the families 
of {List}. Help us to love each other with true affection; to live peaceably and honorably; and 
above all, to cling to Jesus and his Cross. Lead us into your promised Kingdom, which you 
have prepared for all whom you deliver from sin and death. And there let us bless you and 
live together in your peace forever. 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Hear our prayer, O Father, and grant all that glorifies you and builds up your people. This we 
ask for Jesus’ sake. Amen. 
 
SHARING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also, with you. 
We briefly greet those in our row with the words “Peace be with you.” 
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We sit. OFFERING, OFFERTORY SONG & PRAYER- Giving back to God 

 
 
We stand #184 “Let the Vineyards” Isaiah 5:1, Psalm 23:5, others 

 
 
Blessed are you, O Lord, our God, king of the universe. Through your goodness you have 
blessed us with these gifts: ourselves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and what we 
have gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one who gave himself for us, 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
  

First- and second-time guests are not expected to give a monetary offering;  
your Connection Card and your presence this morning are your gifts. 
Safe, secure & easy electronic giving is available on our website 
stpeterhallettsville.org/giving or by scanning this code. 
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GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 
It is indeed right and salutary . . . and join their unending hymn: 

 
 
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER & WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
You are indeed holy… 
In the night in which he was betrayed, … Do this for the remembrance of me. 
All honor and glory are yours…now and forever. Amen 
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LORD’S PRAYER Matthew 6:9-13 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as 
we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
We sit. INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
The gifts of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God. 
Holy Communion is the true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ present and received in, with, and under 
the bread and wine. All who are baptized in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit and who 
believe the Lord’s words “This is my body given for you” and “This is my blood poured out for you for the 
forgiveness of sins” may receive Communion. Young children, not yet receiving Communion, may receive a blessing. 
 (Matt 26:26ff, Mark 14:22ff, Luke 22:19ff, 1 Cor. 11:24ff) 
Communion administration occurs in a continuous fashion at the Communion rail. The ushers will guide you to 
the rail. To receive the elements, extend your hand, palm up, to the ministers. White grape juice is available in the 
center of the trays. For those unable to consume either bread or wine, the Church affirms the Lord’s full presence 
in each element alone. Once you have received the elements, return to your seat by the side aisles. If you do not 
desire to receive Holy Communion, you may remain seated. 
 
COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION HYMN 
 "Lamb of God" p154    John 1:29 
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We stand POST-COMMUNION BLESSING, SONG, & PRAYER 
May the true body and blood…keep you in his grace. Amen. 
 
 “Lord Now You Let Your Servant” Luke 2:29-32 

 
 
Let us pray… Pour out upon us the spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of those 
whom you have fed with one heavenly food; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

 
BENEDICTION 
The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. Amen. 
 
Closing Hymn 
insert “They Will Know We Are Christians”   
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ST. PETER LUTHERAN CHURCH  
100 North Promenade, Hallettsville, Texas 77964 

(361) 798-2808 www.stpeterhallettsville.org 

Our mission is Christ’s mission – “I will build my church”  
by developing fully devoted followers of Jesus Christ. 

ENTRANCE HYMN (ELW) Will You Come and Follow Me: The Summons (ELW 798) 
Text by John L. Bell; Music by Scottish traditional 

1 Will you come and follow me 
if I but call your name? 
Will you go where you don't know 
and never be the same? 
Will you let my love be shown, 
will you let my name be known, 
will you let my life be grown 
in you and you in me? 
 
2 "Will you leave yourself behind 
if I but call your name? 
Will you care for cruel and kind 
and never be the same? 
Will you risk the hostile stare, 
should your life attract or scare? 
Will you let me answer pray'r 
in you and you in me? 
 
3 "Will you let the blinded see 
if I but call your name? 
Will you set the pris'ners free 
and never be the same? 
Will you kiss the leper clean, 
and do such as this unseen, 
and admit to what I mean 
in you and you in me? 
 
4 "Will you love the you you hide 
if I but call your name? 
Will you quell the fear inside 
and never be the same? 
Will you use the faith you've found 
to reshape the world around, 
through my sight and touch and sound 
in you and you in me?" 
 
5 Lord, your summons echoes true 
when you but call my name. 
Let me turn and follow you 

http://www.stpeterhallettsville.org/
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and never be the same. 
In your company I'll go 
where your love and footsteps show. 
Thus I'll move and live and grow 
in you and you in me. 

 
HYMN OF THE DAY (ELW) Christ, Whose Glory Fills the Skies (ELW 553) 
Text by Charles Wesley; Music by J.G. Werner 

 
1 Christ, whose glory fills the skies, 
Christ, the true and only light, 
Sun of righteousness, arise, 
triumph o'er the shades of night; 
Dayspring from on high, be near; 
Daystar, in my heart appear. 
 
2 Dark and cheerless is the morn 
unaccompanied by thee; 
joyless is the day's return, 
till thy mercy's beams I see, 
till they inward light impart, 
glad my eyes, and warm my heart. 
 
3 Visit then this soul of mine, 
pierce the gloom of sin and grief; 
fill me, radiancy divine, 
scatter all my unbelief; 
more and more thyself display, 
shining to the perfect day. 
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CLOSING HYMN  "They Will Know We Are Christians”    insert 
Words: 1966 F.E.L. Publications. Assigned 1991 The Lorenz Corporation; Music: 1966 F.E.L. Publications. Assigned 1991 The Lorenz Corporation 

 

1 We are one in the Spirit 
We are one in the Lord 
We are one in the Spirit 
We are one in the Lord 
And we pray that all unity 
May one day be restored 

Chorus 
And they’ll know we are Christians 
By our love by our love 
Yes they’ll know we are Christians 
By our love 
 
2 We will walk with each other 
We will walk hand in hand 
We will walk with each other 
We will walk hand in hand 
And together we’ll spread the news 
That God is in our land Chorus 
 
3 We will work with each other 
We will work side by side 
We will work with each other 
We will work side by side 
And we’ll guard each man’s dignity 
And save each man’s pride Chorus 

4 All praise to the Father 
From whom all things come 
And all praise to Christ Jesus 
His only Son 
And all praise to the Spirit 
Who makes us one Chorus 
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