
 

 

Fourth Sunday after Epiphany 
January 28, 2024 

Order of Worship: Holy Communion, Setting Four 
Portions of the liturgy are from Sundaysandsesasons.com, copyright 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Scripture is reprinted from New Revised Standard Version Bible with 
Apocrypha, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Prayers of the Church, copyright 2024 
Lutheran Core. Sermon, copyright 2024 Jared Stillions or other listed preacher. Used by permission. All other material not covered by other copyright is copyright 2024 St. Peter 
Lutheran Church of Hallettsville, Texas. Reprinted by permission under one or more of the following licenses:  Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License # SB140201, One License 
A-727829, CCLI 11158184. Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from One License with license #A-727829 and/or CCLI with license 11158184. No 
reproduction allowed without permission. 

Congregational responses are printed in bold type.  
Hearing assistance is available near the elevator. See an usher for help.  
St. Peter worship services are recorded and broadcasted.  
When you enter a St. Peter Lutheran Church worship service/event, you will be entering an area where photography, video and audio recording may occur. Such photographs and audio/visual recordings may be used by 
St. Peter for any reason. By entering the service/event premises, you consent to, photography, audio recording, video recording and its/their release, publication, exhibition, or reproduction you waive all rights you may 
have to any claims for payment or royalties or inspection.  

PRELUDE & BELLS We observe a moment of silence for prayer and meditation. 
WELCOME congregation responds and unto ages of ages. Amen. 
 
We stand OPENING HYMN  
#886 “Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing” 
 

BRIEF RITE FOR CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS OF SINS 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to 
live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive 
your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
Almighty God, our Maker and Redeemer, we poor sinners confess to you, that we are by 
nature sinful and unclean, and that we have sinned against you by thought, word, and deed. 
We flee for refuge to your infinite mercy, seeking and imploring your grace, for the sake of 
our Lord Jesus Christ.  
 Silence is kept for reflection and personal confession. 
O God, our heavenly Father, we confess that we have grievously sinned against you in 
many ways; not only by outward transgressions, but also by secret thoughts and 
desires which we cannot fully understand, but which are known to you. We repent and 
are sorry for our offenses, and we ask of your great goodness to have mercy upon us, 
for the sake of your dear Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, to forgive our sins, and graciously 
to help our infirmities. Amen.  
 
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy on you, and has given his only son to die 

for you, and for his sake  forgives you all your sins. To all who believe in Jesus Christ he 
gives the power to become children of God and bestows on you his Holy Spirit. On the other 
hand, I declare to the impenitent and unbelieving, that so long as you continue in your 
impenitence, God has not forgiven your sins, and will surely visit your iniquities upon you if 
you do not turn from your sinful ways and come to repentance and faith in Christ before the 
day of grace is ended.1 Amen. 1

Reclaim:  Lutheran Hymnal for Church and Home, Introductory Edition (Minneapolis: Bronze Bow Publishing, 2006) 
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HOLY COMMUNION 

APOSTOLIC GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 

be with us all. Amen. 2 Corinthians 13:13 

 
Song of Praise “Glory to God in the Highest”  p. 148  Luke 2:14 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray… Compassionate God, you gather the whole universe into your radiant presence 
and continually reveal your Son as our Savior. Bring wholeness to all that is broken and speak 
truth to us in our confusion, that all creation will see and know your Son, Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

WORD 
Next Steps Weekly Memory Verse: MATTHEW 4:16 

The people who sat in darkness have seen a great light, for those who sat in the  
shadow of death light has dawned. 

 
FIRST READING: DEUTERONOMY 18:15-20 
[Moses said:] 15The Lord your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among your 
own people; you shall heed such a prophet. 16This is what you requested of the Lord your 
God at Horeb on the day of the assembly when you said: “If I hear the voice of the Lord my 
God any more, or ever again see this great fire, I will die.” 17Then the Lord replied to me: 
“They are right in what they have said. 18I will raise up for them a prophet like you from 
among their own people; I will put my words in the mouth of the prophet, who shall speak to 
them everything that I command. 19Anyone who does not heed the words that the prophet 
shall speak in my name, I myself will hold accountable. 20But any prophet who speaks in the 
name of other gods, or who presumes to speak in my name a word that I have not 
commanded the prophet to speak—that prophet shall die.” 
 The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God! 
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RESPONSE & MEDITATION: PSALM 111 
Hallelujah! I will give thanks to the LORD with my whole heart, 
in the assembly of the upright, in the congregation. 

2Great are the deeds of the LORD! 
They are studied by all who delight in them. 

3His work is full of majesty and splendor, 
and his righteousness endures forever. 

4He makes his marvelous works to be remembered; 
the Lord is gracious and full of compassion. 

5He gives food to those who fear him; 
he is ever mindful of his covenant. 

6He has shown his people the power of his works 
in giving them the lands of the nations. 

7The works of his hands are faithfulness and justice; 
all his commandments are sure. 

8They stand fast forever and ever, 
because they are done in truth and equity. 

9He sent redemption to his people; he commanded his covenant forever; 
holy and awesome is his name. 

10The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom; 
those who act accordingly have a good understanding. His praise endures 
forever. 

 
SECOND READING: 1 CORINTHIANS 8:1-13 
1Now concerning food sacrificed to idols: we know that “all of us possess knowledge.” 
Knowledge puffs up, but love builds up. 2Anyone who claims to know something does not 
yet have the necessary knowledge; 3but anyone who loves God is known by him. 
4Hence, as to the eating of food offered to idols, we know that “no idol in the world really 
exists,” and that “there is no God but one.” 5Indeed, even though there may be so-called gods 
in heaven or on earth—as in fact there are many gods and many lords—6yet for us there is 
one God, the Father, from whom are all things and for whom we exist, and one Lord, Jesus 
Christ, through whom are all things and through whom we exist. 7It is not everyone, however, 
who has this knowledge. Since some have become so accustomed to idols until now, they still 
think of the food they eat as food offered to an idol; and their conscience, being weak, is 
defiled. 8“Food will not bring us close to God.” We are no worse off if we do not eat, and no 
better off if we do. 9But take care that this liberty of yours does not somehow become a 
stumbling block to the weak. 10For if others see you, who possess knowledge, eating in the 
temple of an idol, might they not, since their conscience is weak, be encouraged to the point 
of eating food sacrificed to idols? 11So by your knowledge those weak believers for whom 
Christ died are destroyed. 12But when you thus sin against members of your family, and 
wound their conscience when it is weak, you sin against Christ. 13Therefore, if food is a cause 
of their falling, I will never eat meat, so that I may not cause one of them to fall. 

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God! 
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We stand. GOSPEL VERSE: JOHN 6:68  P151 

 
 
GOSPEL READING: MARK 1:21-28 
Glory to You, O Lord. 
21[Jesus and his disciples] went to Capernaum; and when the sabbath came, he entered the 
synagogue and taught.22They were astounded at his teaching, for he taught them as one having 
authority, and not as the scribes. 23Just then there was in their synagogue a man with an 
unclean spirit, 24and he cried out, “What have you to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you 
come to destroy us? I know who you are, the Holy One of God.” 25But Jesus rebuked him, 
saying, “Be silent, and come out of him!” 26And the unclean spirit, convulsing him and crying 
with a loud voice, came out of him. 27They were all amazed, and they kept on asking one 
another, “What is this? A new teaching—with authority! He commands even the unclean 
spirits, and they obey him.” 28At once his fame began to spread throughout the surrounding 
region of Galilee. 
 The Gospel of the Lord Praise to You, O Christ! 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY 
#576 “We All Are One in Mission” 

 
We sit. SERMON  Rev. Jared Stillions, STS 

God’s Grandeur 
Our Amazement 
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We stand. PROFESSION OF FAITH  Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that 

is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 

Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our 

salvation he came down from heaven; by the power of the Holy Spirit he became 

incarnate from the virgin Mary and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under 

Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in 

accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand 

of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his 

kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father 

and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken 

through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic* and apostolic Church. We 

acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the + resurrection of 

the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.  *means whole, entire Christian Church 

 
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH  
With gratitude for the gift of Christ, let us draw near to our heavenly Father in prayer, asking 
his mercy for the Church, the world, and all who need his loving-kindness. 
A brief silence 
 
Holy God, thank you for being stronger than demons, doubts, and despair. Thank you for 
bold prophets, faithful teachers, gentle caretakers, and ordinary saints who serve you by 
mentoring, guiding, healing, and challenging us. Give us grace to go and do likewise. 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Raise up in your Church leaders to speak your Word with boldness, clarity, and charity. Give 
its members hearts that listen with faith, obedience, and gladness. Give to those who have not 
heard or heeded your Word, ears to hear rightly, ponder patiently, and believe firmly. 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Give your persecuted disciples steadfastness, courage, and gentleness of heart, to rightly 
confess Christ before their enemies. By your mercy, bring their tormentors to repentant faith. 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Give your dearest blessings to this congregation, so that we always proclaim the strong saving 
love of Christ. Strengthen our families, and make them havens of grace and forgiveness. We 
pray for our mission to develop fully devoted followers of Jesus; to support Solid Rock our 
mission in action; and that you send us adults for baptism. 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 



 

  6 

Have mercy upon all who are tormented by mental illness; post-traumatic stress; substance 
abuse; or anything else that clouds minds, distorts personalities, and shatters souls. Give them 
release from whatever has demonic control over their lives. Restore peace, sanity, 
relationships and hope to them and to their loved ones. 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Expel from this world the demons of hatred, violence, apathy, and injustice. Fill the hearts 
and minds of earthly leaders, and the people entrusted to their care, with your Spirit. Help us 
care for our neighbors, especially those who are despised and afflicted; and grant us your 
peace. 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Grant strength, comfort, and hope to all who are wounded in body, mind, or heart, including 
{List}. Shield them from evil. Drive from them the demons of despair. Restore them to 
health and to the company of all who love them. Fill them with the blessed peace of your 
Holy Spirit. 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Father, keep safe all who have died trusting in you. We pray especially for the families of 
{List}. Comfort those who mourn.  Defend us in the presence of our enemies – sin, evil and 
death. Lead us into your eternal and glorious Sabbath rest, in which peace, wholeness and 
holiness adorn all whom you have redeemed. 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Graciously hear, and generously answer our prayers and petitions, dear Father, as may be best 
for us and to your greater glory, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
SHARING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also, with you. 
We briefly greet those in our row with the words “Peace be with you.” 
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We sit. OFFERING, OFFERTORY SONG & PRAYER- Giving back to God 

 
 
We stand #692 “We Are an Offering” 

1 We lift our voices 
We lift our hands 
We lift our lives up to You 
We are an offering 
Lord use our voices 
Lord use our hands 
Lord use our lives they are Yours 
We are an offering 
 
2 All that we have 
All that we are 
All that we hope to be 
We give to You 
We give to You 
 
3 We lift our voices 
We lift our hands 
We lift our lives up to You 
We are an offering 
We are an offering 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
Blessed are you, O Lord, our God, king of the universe. Through your goodness you have 
blessed us with these gifts: ourselves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and what we 
have gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one who gave himself for us, 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
  

First- and second-time guests are not expected to give a monetary offering;  
your Connection Card and your presence this morning are your gifts. 
Safe, secure & easy electronic giving is available on our website 
stpeterhallettsville.org/giving or by scanning this code. 
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GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 
It is indeed right and salutary . . . and join their unending hymn: 
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER & WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
You are indeed holy… 
In the night in which he was betrayed, … Do this for the remembrance of me. 
All honor and glory are yours…now and forever. Amen 
 
LORD’S PRAYER Matthew 6:9-13 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as 
we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
We sit. INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
The mystery of the faith. Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again. 
Holy Communion is the true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ present and received in, with, and under 
the bread and wine. All who are baptized in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit and who 
believe the Lord’s words “This is my body given for you” and “This is my blood poured out for you for the 
forgiveness of sins” may receive Communion. Young children, not yet receiving Communion, may receive a blessing. 
 (Matt 26:26ff, Mark 14:22ff, Luke 22:19ff, 1 Cor. 11:24ff) 
Communion administration occurs in a continuous fashion at the Communion rail. The ushers will guide you to 
the rail. To receive the elements, extend your hand, palm up, to the ministers. White grape juice is available in the 
center of the trays. For those unable to consume either bread or wine, the Church affirms the Lord’s full presence 
in each element alone. Once you have received the elements, return to your seat by the side aisles. If you do not 
desire to receive Holy Communion, you may remain seated. 
 
COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION HYMN 
 "Lamb of God" p154    John 1:29 
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We stand POST-COMMUNION BLESSING, SONG, & PRAYER 
May the true body and blood…keep you in his grace. Amen. 
 
 “Lord Now You Let Your Servant” Luke 2:29-32 

 
 
Let us pray… We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the 
healing power of this gift of life; and we pray that in your mercy you would strengthen us, 
through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another, for the sake of 
Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

 
BENEDICTION 
The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. Amen. 
 
CLOSING HYMN 
#538 “The Lord Now Sends Us Forth”  
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ST. PETER LUTHERAN CHURCH  
100 North Promenade, Hallettsville, Texas 77964 

(361) 798-2808 www.stpeterhallettsville.org 

Our mission is Christ’s mission – “I will build my church”  
by developing fully devoted followers of Jesus Christ. 

  

http://www.stpeterhallettsville.org/
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ENTRANCE HYMN  Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing (ELW 886) 
Text by Charles Wesley; Music by Lowell Mason 

1 Oh, for a thousand tongues to sing 
my great Redeemer's praise, 
the glories of my God and King, 
the triumphs of his grace! 
 
2 My gracious Master and my God, 
assist me to proclaim, 
to spread through all the earth abroad 
the honors of your name. 
 
3 The name of Jesus charms our fears 
and bids our sorrows cease, 
sings music in the sinner's ears, 
brings life and health and peace. 
 
4 He speaks, and list'ning to his voice, 
new life the dead receive; 
the mournful, broken hearts rejoice, 
the humble poor believe. 
 
5 Look unto him, your Savior own, 
O fallen human race! 
Look and be saved through faith alone, 
be justified by grace! 
 
6 To God all glory, praise, and love 
be now and ever giv'n 
by saints below and saints above, 
the church in earth and heav'n. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY We All Are One in Mission (ELW 576) 
Text by Rusty Edwards; Music by Finnish folk tune 

1 We all are one in mission; 
we all are one in call, 
our varied gifts united 
by Christ, the Lord of all. 
A single great commission 
compels us from above 
to plan and work together 
that all may know Christ's love. 
 
2 We all are called for service, 
to witness in God's name. 
Our ministries are diff'rent; 
our purpose is the same: 
to touch the lives of others 
with God's surprising grace, 
so ev'ry folk and nation 
may feel God's warm embrace. 
 
3 Now let us be united, 
and let our song be heard. 
Now let us be a vessel 
for God's redeeming Word. 
We all are one in mission; 
we all are one in call, 
our varied gifts united 
by Christ, the Lord of all. 
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CLOSING HYMN The Lord Now Sends Us Forth: (ELW 538) 
Text by Gerhard M. Cartford; Music by Anonymous, Central America 

The Lord now sends us forth 
with hands to serve and give, 
to make of all the earth 
a better place to live. Repeat 
 
The angels are not sent 
into our world of pain 
to do what we were meant 
to do in Jesus' name; 
that falls to you and me 
and all who are made free. 
Help us, O Lord, we pray, 
to do your will today. Repeat 
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