
 

 

Third Sunday of Easter 
April 14, 2024 

Order of Worship: Holy Communion, Setting Four 
Portions of the liturgy are from Sundaysandsesasons.com, copyright 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Scripture is reprinted from New Revised Standard Version Bible with 
Apocrypha, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Prayers of the Church, copyright 2024 
Lutheran Core. Sermon, copyright 2024 Jared Stillions or other listed preacher. Used by permission. All other material not covered by other copyright is copyright 2024 St. Peter 
Lutheran Church of Hallettsville, Texas. Reprinted by permission under one or more of the following licenses:  Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License # SB140201, One License 
A-727829, CCLI 11158184. Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from One License with license #A-727829 and/or CCLI with license 11158184. No 
reproduction allowed without permission. 

Congregational responses are printed in bold type.  
Hearing assistance is available near the elevator. See an usher for help.  
St. Peter worship services are recorded and broadcasted.  
When you enter a St. Peter Lutheran Church worship service/event, you will be entering an area where photography, video and audio recording may occur. Such photographs and audio/visual recordings may be used by 
St. Peter for any reason. By entering the service/event premises, you consent to, photography, audio recording, video recording and its/their release, publication, exhibition, or reproduction you waive all rights you may 
have to any claims for payment or royalties or inspection.  

PRELUDE & BELLS We observe a moment of silence for prayer and meditation. 
WELCOME 
Blessed be the Kingdom…now and forever and unto ages of ages. Amen.    
 
Alleluia! Christ is risen! Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 
We stand OPENING HYMN  
#361 “The Day of Resurrection!” 

 

BRIEF RITE FOR CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS OF SINS 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are 
hid: Cleanse the thought of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 
If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we confess our 
sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

Silence is kept for reflection and personal confession. 1John 1:8-9 

 
Most merciful God… we confess that we are born captive to sin and cannot free ourselves.  
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by 
what we have left undone.  We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved 
our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your 
ways to the glory of your holy name.  Amen. 
 
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us and for his sake God forgives 
us all our sins.  As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by His authority, I 

forgive you- who believe and repent- of all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son 
and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

  



 

  1 

HOLY COMMUNION 

APOSTOLIC GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 

be with you all. And also with you.  

 
LITANY              Kyrie Eleison Lord, Have Mercy 2 Corinthians 13:13 
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SONG OF PRAISE “Worthy is Christ” p149 Revelation 5, 15, 19 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

The Lord be with you. And also with you. 

Let us pray… Holy and righteous God, you are the author of life, and you adopt us to be your 
children. Fill us with your words of life, that we may live as witnesses to the resurrection of 
your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

Next Steps Weekly Memory Verse: LUKE 24:32 
Our hearts burn within us while you open to us the scriptures. 

 
FIRST READING: ACTS 3:12-19 
12[Peter] addressed the people, “You Israelites, why do you wonder at this, or why do you stare 
at us, as though by our own power or piety we had made him walk?13The God of Abraham, the 
God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, the God of our ancestors has glorified his servant Jesus, 
whom you handed over and rejected in the presence of Pilate, though he had decided to release 
him. 14But you rejected the Holy and Righteous One and asked to have a murderer given to 
you, 15and you killed the Author of life, whom God raised from the dead. To this we are 
witnesses. 16And by faith in his name, his name itself has made this man strong, whom you see 
and know; and the faith that is through Jesus has given him this perfect health in the presence 
of all of you. 17“And now, friends, I know that you acted in ignorance, as did also your 
rulers. 18In this way God fulfilled what he had foretold through all the prophets, that his Messiah 
would suffer. 19Repent therefore, and turn to God so that your sins may be wiped out.” 
 The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God! 

 
RESPONSE & MEDITATION: PSALM 4 
1Answer me when I call, O God, defender of my cause; 
you set me free when I am hard-pressed; have mercy on me and hear my prayer. 

2“You mortals, how long will you dishonor my glory; 
how long will you worship dumb idols and run after false gods?” 

3Know that the LORD does wonders for the faithful; 
when I call upon the LORD, he will hear me. 

4Tremble, then, and do not sin; 
speak to your heart in silence upon your bed. 

5Offer the appointed sacrifices, 
and put your trust in the LORD. 

6Many are saying, “Oh, that we might see better times!” 
Lift up the light of your countenance upon us, O LORD. 

7You have put gladness in my heart, 
more than when grain and wine and oil increase. 

8I lie down in peace; at once I fall asleep; 
for only you, LORD, make me dwell in safety.  
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SECOND READING: 1 JOHN 3:1-7 
1See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of God; and that is 
what we are. The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him. 2Beloved, 
we are God’s children now; what we will be has not yet been revealed. What we do know is 
this: when he is revealed, we will be like him, for we will see him as he is. 3And all who have 
this hope in him purify themselves, just as he is pure. 4Everyone who commits sin is guilty of 
lawlessness; sin is lawlessness. 5You know that he was revealed to take away sins, and in him 
there is no sin. 6No one who abides in him sins; no one who sins has either seen him or 
known him. 7Little children, let no one deceive you. Everyone who does what is right is 
righteous, just as he is righteous. 

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God! 

 
We stand. GOSPEL VERSE :JOHN 6:68   9AM ONLY   P151 

 
 
GOSPEL READING: LUKE 24:36B-48 
Glory to You, O Lord. 
36bJesus himself stood among [the disciples] and said to them, “Peace be with you.” 37They 
were startled and terrified, and thought that they were seeing a ghost. 38He said to them, “Why 
are you frightened, and why do doubts arise in your hearts? 39Look at my hands and my feet; 
see that it is I myself. Touch me and see; for a ghost does not have flesh and bones as you see 
that I have.” 40And when he had said this, he showed them his hands and his feet. 41While in 
their joy they were disbelieving and still wondering, he said to them, “Have you anything here 
to eat?” 42They gave him a piece of broiled fish, 43and he took it and ate in their presence. 
44Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you—
that everything written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be 
fulfilled.” 45Then he opened their minds to understand the scriptures, 46and he said to them, 
“Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third 
day, 47and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all 
nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 48You are witnesses of these things.” 
 The Gospel of the Lord Praise to You, O Christ! 
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HYMN OF THE DAY 
#619 “I Know that My Redeemer Lives!” 

 
We sit. SERMON  Let’s Eat Rev. Jared Stillions, STS 

Feed Your Mind 
 
 
We stand. PROFESSION OF FAITH  Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all 

that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 

Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our 

salvation he came down from heaven; by the power of the Holy Spirit he became 

incarnate from the virgin Mary and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under 

Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in 

accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand 

of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his 

kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father 
and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has 
spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic* and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the + 
resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. *means whole, entire Christi 
 
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH  
Let us pray to our victorious Savior on behalf of the Church, the world, and all people. 

A brief silence 
 
Lord Jesus, we can’t imagine seeing you face to face. We can’t imagine looking at each other, 
and seeing you reflected in everyone’s face! Thank you for that promise. Give us grace, when 
it’s hard to see you in ourselves and each other, to cling to that promise. Let us catch a 
glimpse of your love shining through. 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Make you Church in your image. In its words, let unbelievers hear your life-giving Word. In 
its deeds, let them see your love. In its worship, let them see your beauty. In its cross-bearing, 
let them see your life. 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
  
Give your persecuted sisters and brothers the grace to speak St. Peter’s words to their 
tormentors: “You act in ignorance; repent, believe in him; and be forgiven.” 
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
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Make this congregation bold to proclaim you as our risen Lord. Help us to speak and act in 
ways that reflect your holiness and love to those around us. We pray for our mission to 
develop fully devoted followers of Jesus; to support Solid Rock our mission in action; and 
that you send us adults for baptism. 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
  
Grant to our children your dearest blessings. Teach them to trust you with all their heart, and 
to find happiness in sharing your love with their friends and family. 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
  
Deliver all people from the powers of sin, evil, and death. Raise up leaders who seek to do 
your Father’s will. Especially we pray for our elected and appointed leaders, and for the 
welfare of this country. Establish your people in righteousness, liberty, and peace. 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
  
Look with kindness upon all who tend the land and feed the nations with the fruits of their 
labor. Make them wise and faithful stewards of your bounty. Grant sun and rain in due 
measure, and preserve your good land from blight, drought, flood, wind, and fire. 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
We pray on behalf of all whose needs of body, soul and mind are great. Today we remember 
the needs of: {List}. Change their suffering into patient endurance, and their sorrow into 
enduring hope.  Transform shame, guilt, and despair into hope-filled repentance, and the 
power of death into living joy. 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Lord Jesus, thank you for fulfilling your promises to those who died trusting in you. We pray 
especially for the families of {List}.  Comfort those who mourn. Walk with us each day. 
Transform us into your blest likeness. On that great day when we see you face to face, let us 
with perfect clarity see you also in the faces of all whom you have redeemed. 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Grant to us all that is in accordance with your will, dear Jesus, and accomplish your salvation 
among us; for you are risen from the dead and dwell in majesty with your Father and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
SHARING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also, with you. 
We briefly greet those in our row with the words “Peace be with you.” 
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We sit. OFFERING, OFFERTORY SONG & PRAYER- Giving back to God 

 
 
We stand #884 “Praise God” tune #883 

 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
Blessed are you, O Lord, our God, king of the universe. Through your goodness you have 
blessed us with these gifts: ourselves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and what we 
have gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one who gave himself for us, 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
  

First- and second-time guests are not expected to give a monetary offering;  
your Connection Card and your presence this morning are your gifts. 
Safe, secure & easy electronic giving is available on our website 
stpeterhallettsville.org/giving or by scanning this code. 
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GREAT THANKSGIVING 5PM SPOKEN 

 
It is indeed right and salutary . . . and join their unending hymn: 
  Sung 
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER & WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth… as he comes to us in his holy supper. 
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, … Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER Matthew 6:9-13 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as 
we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
We sit. INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
As often as we eat of this bread and drink of this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until he 
comes. Thanks be to God. 
Holy Communion is the true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ present and received in, with, and under 
the bread and wine. All who are baptized in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit and who 
believe the Lord’s words “This is my body given for you” and “This is my blood poured out for you for the 
forgiveness of sins” may receive Communion. Young children, not yet receiving Communion, may receive a blessing. 
 (Matt 26:26ff, Mark 14:22ff, Luke 22:19ff, 1 Cor. 11:24ff) 
Communion administration occurs in a continuous fashion at the Communion rail. The ushers will guide you to 
the rail. To receive the elements, extend your hand, palm up, to the ministers. White grape juice is available in the 
center of the trays. For those unable to consume either bread or wine, the Church affirms the Lord’s full presence 
in each element alone. Once you have received the elements, return to your seat by the side aisles. If you do not 
desire to receive Holy Communion, you may remain seated. 
 
COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION HYMN 
#195 "Lamb of God"    John 1:29 
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We stand POST-COMMUNION BLESSING, SONG, & PRAYER 
May the true body and blood…keep you in his grace. Amen. 
 
 “Thank the Lord” 9AM only  

 
 
Let us pray, Pour out upon us the spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of those 
whom you have fed with one heavenly food; through Jesus Christ our Lord Amen. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

 
BENEDICTION 
The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. Amen. 
 
CLOSING HYMN 
#377 “Alleluia! Jesus Is Risen!”  
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ST. PETER LUTHERAN CHURCH  
100 North Promenade, Hallettsville, Texas 77964 

(361) 798-2808 www.stpeterhallettsville.org 

Our mission is Christ’s mission – “I will build my church”  
by developing fully devoted followers of Jesus Christ. 

ENTRANCE HYMN (ELW) The Day of Resurrection! (ELW 361) 
Text by John Mason Neale; Music by German melody 

1 The day of resurrection! 
Earth, tell it out abroad, 
the passover of gladness, 
the passover of God. 
From death to life eternal, 
from sin's dominion free, 
our Christ has brought us over 
with hymns of victory. 
 
2 Let hearts be purged of evil 
that we may see aright 
the Lord in rays eternal 
of resurrection light, 
and list'ning to his accents, 
may hear, so calm and plain, 
his own "All hail!" and hearing, 
may raise the glad refrain. 
 
3 Now let the heav'ns be joyful, 
let earth its song begin, 
the round world keep high triumph 
and all that is therein. 
Let all things, seen and unseen, 
their notes of gladness blend; 
for Christ the Lord has risen, 
our joy that has no end! 
 
4 All praise to God the Father, 
all praise to Christ the Son, 
all praise to God the Spirit, 
eternal Three in One! 
Let all the ransomed number 
fall down before the throne, 
and honor, pow'r, and glory 
ascribe to God alone! 

 
  

http://www.stpeterhallettsville.org/
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HYMN OF THE DAY (ELW) I Know that My Redeemer Lives! (ELW 619) vv1-4 
Text by Samuel Medley; Music by John Hatton 

1 I know that my Redeemer lives! 
What comfort this sweet sentence gives! 
He lives, he lives, who once was dead; 
he lives, my ever-living head! 
 
2 He lives triumphant from the grave; 
he lives eternally to save; 
he lives exalted, throned above; 
he lives to rule his church in love. 
 
3 He lives to grant me rich supply; 
he lives to guide me with his eye; 
he lives to comfort me when faint; 
he lives to hear my soul's complaint. 
 
4 He lives to silence all my fears; 
he lives to wipe away my tears; 
he lives to calm my troubled heart; 
he lives all blessings to impart. 
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CLOSING HYMN (ELW) Alleluia! Jesus Is Risen! (ELW 377) 
Text by Herbert F. Brokering; Music by David N. Johnson 

1 Alleluia! Jesus is risen! 
Trumpets resounding in glorious light! 
Splendor, the Lamb, heaven forever! 
Oh, what a miracle God has in sight! 
 
Refrain 
Jesus is risen and we shall arise. 
Give God the glory! Alleluia! 
 
2 Walking the way, Christ in the center 
telling the story to open our eyes; 
breaking our bread, giving us glory: 
Jesus our blessing, our constant surprise. Refrain 
 
3 Jesus the vine, we are the branches; 
life in the Spirit the fruit of the tree; 
heaven to earth, Christ to the people, 
gift of the future now flowing to me. Refrain 
 
4 Weeping, be gone; sorrow, be silent: 
death put asunder, and Easter is bright. 
Cherubim sing: O grave, be open! 
Clothe us in wonder, adorn us in light. Refrain 
 
5 City of God, Easter forever, 
golden Jerusalem, Jesus the Lamb, 
river of life, saints and archangels, 
sing with creation to God the I AM! Refrain 
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