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NEXT STEP: STUDY & SHARE 
READINGS 

Genesis 18:1-10a 

Psalm 15 
Lord, who may abide upon your holy hill? 

(v1) 

Colossians 1:15-28 

Luke 10:38-42 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Eternal God, you draw near to us in Christ, 

& you make yourself our guest. Amid the 

cares of our lives, make us attentive to 

your presence, that we may treasure your 

word above all else, through Jesus Christ, 

our Savior & Lord. Amen.

SERMON TEXT- Luke 10:38-42 
38Now as [Jesus & his disciples] went on their way, he entered a certain village, where a woman 

named Martha welcomed him into her home. 39She had a sister named Mary, who sat at the Lord’s 

feet & listened to what he was saying. 40But Martha was distracted by her many tasks; so she came 

to him & asked, “Lord, do you not care that my sister has left me to do all the work by myself? Tell 

her then to help me.” 41But the Lord answered her, “Martha, Martha, you are worried & distracted 

by many things; 42there is need of only one thing. Mary has chosen the better part, which will not be 

taken away from her.”  

LISTENING TO . . . 

GOD- Christian life is rooted in the Father, Son, & Holy Spirit 
1. What connections do you find between this gospel story & Genesis 18:1-10a? What about 

Genesis 4:1-16? Hint: look for themes, parallel ideas, inversions, reversals, similarities, 

extensions, metaphors, actions, vocabulary, grammar, etc. 

2. St. Luke carefully records the Parable of the Good Samaritan (Luke 10:15-37) with today’s 

lesson. Compare & contrast the two narratives. What do the Priest & Levite, the Samaritan, 

Martha, & Mary have in common with each other? How are both the active Samaritan & passive 

Mary praised, while the passive priest & Levite & active Martha criticized? See Matthew 20:28; 

Mark 10:45 

EACH OTHER- Sharing & growing with our brothers & sisters in Christ 
3. Jesus says that absorbing God’s word should take priority in our lives. How much time do you 

spend each week tending to the details of daily life, the way Martha did? How much time do you 

spend immersed in Jesus’ teaching, as Mary was?* How would reading sequentially even one 

chapter of the gospels each week (average of probably 3 verses/day) or each day teach you to 

listen to Jesus?  

4. What could you do that would foster more Mary-like listening in your life?* 

NEIGHBORS- Bearing fruit for those not yet our brothers & sisters 
5. What would change if listening to Jesus took priority over everything else— in our congregation, 

& in your own life?* Also how would we know if we were listening to Jesus & not someone  

or something else? What role do the creeds & Book of Concord have in teaching our ears to 

know the Shepherd’s voice (John 10:3-5, 16, 26-27)?  See John 5:39-47; Romans 10:13-17;  

2 Timothy 1:13-14, 2:14-18; Titus 1:9, 2:1; 2 Peter 1:19-21.  

 Creeds & Book of Concord available bookofconcord.org 

6. Review Pr. Greg Finke’s (author of Joining Jesus on His Mission) “‘Take 10’ Tutoring Guide.” 

Available dwelling114.org/take10-tutorial-guide How does such a simple resource show you 

how to take proper action on what you have listened to from Jesus? How does this method allow 

you to “bring others in” to hear Jesus for themselves? 
*Thanks to Pr. Nathan Hilkert, Holy Cross Lutheran Church, Athens, GA for #4, 5, & 6.   
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 “Don’t Do Me Like That” -Tom Petty 

Do our necessary commitments & responsibilities distract us  

from the one needed thing? 

-Notes- 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

KEY VERSE: Mary has chosen the better part,  

which will not be taken away from her. (v42b) 

-NEXT STEPS MEMORY VERSE- 

Blessed are those who hold the word fast in an honest & good heart,  

& bear fruit with patient endurance. (Luke 8:15) 
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