Festival of Our Lord’s Nativity | Christmas Eve 12.24.24
NEXT STEP: STUDY & SHARE

READINGS PRAYER OF THE DAY
Isaiah 9:2-7 Almighty God, you made this holy night shine
Psalm 96 with the brightness of the true Light. Grant that

here on earth we may walk in the light of Jesus’

Let the heavens rejoice & the earth be glad. presence & in the last day wake to the brightness

(V.ll) of his glory; through your Son, Jesus Christ our
Titus 2:11-14 Lord, who lives & reigns with you & the Holy
Luke 2:1-20 Spirit, one God, now & forever. Amen.

SERMON TEXT- Luke 2:1-20

'In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered. 2 This was the
first registration & was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. * All went to their own towns to be registered.
4 Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because
he was descended from the house & family of David. ®He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was
engaged & who was expecting a child. ® While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. " And
she gave birth to her firstborn son & wrapped him in bands of cloth, & laid him in a manger, because there was
no place for them in the inn. &In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their
flock by night. °Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, & the glory of the Lord shone around them, & they
were terrified. '°But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy
for all the people: *to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. *2 This will
be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth & lying in a manger.” '* And suddenly there was
with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God & saying, ““Glory to God in the highest heaven,
& on earth peace among those whom he favors!” '*When the angels had left them & gone into heaven, the
shepherds said to one another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem & see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord
has made known to us.” ¢ So they went with haste & found Mary & Joseph, & the child lying in the manger.
17 When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about this child; **and all who heard it were
amazed at what the shepherds told them. *°But Mary treasured all these words & pondered them in her heart.
2 The shepherds returned, glorifying & praising God for all they had heard & seen, as it had been told them.

LISTENINGTO. ..

Gob- Christian life is rooted in the Father, Son, & Holy Spirit

1. Review Matthew 1:8-21, 2:13-23 (cf. 13:53-58; Mark 6:3). Be sure to read your Bible’s study notes,
too. What do you learn about St. Joseph? What did the patriarch Joseph have to do with Egypt & how
is he a model for Joseph & Jesus? Skim Genesis 37-50, esp. 45:4-8

2. Why might God send the angels to poor shepherds & not the powerful elite? See 2 Samuel 7:8, 16;
Isaiah 61:1-3a; Jeremiah 23:1-6; Matthew 5:1-12, 11:25; John 1:29, 35-36, (10:11, 14-15); 2 Corinthians 4:3-4

EACH OTHER- Sharing & growing with our brothers & sisters in Christ

3. The fulfillment of the Christmas promises points to the coming fulfillment of Jesus’ return (Titus 2:13).
How can you be ready for action like St. Jospeh in body & spirit, heart & mind?

4. Consider the hymns in today’s service. Which one adds insight for you today? What does add? Share your
insight and how it matters with someone else. (Review this service on our website, below. By the way, we
sing all the Christmas hymns we know between the Christmas Eve, Day, & Lessons & Carols services.)

NEIGHBORS- Bearing fruit for those not yet our brothers & sisters

5. Interestingly the people you interact with in everyday life do not know the story, let alone the significance,
of Jesus’ birth. How can you- with graciousness & patience- tell your neighbors at home & work “what has
been made known to” you? Note: 215c. history has no reason to doubt the fact of Jesus’ birth in Bethlehem,
circa 1 AD. Where would you tell people to find Jesus in your congregation? (v12)

6. Many folks find great comfort & encouragement attending Easter & Christmas worship (& family
events) despite their absence the remainder of the year; how can you be a gracious, grateful host & not
a guilt tripper?
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Series: Faith through Action Rev. Jared Stillions, sTs
5 men to guide us in the new year
St. Joseph

Expecting action
-Notes-

KEY VERSE: Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee
to Judea, to... Bethlehem.... He went to be registered with Mary,
to whom he was engaged & who was expecting a child. (vv4-5)

-NEXT STEPS MEMORY VERSE-
I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people:
to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior,
who is the Messiah, the Lord. (Luke 2:10-11)
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