Festival of Our Lord’s Resurrection

04.12.20

NEXT STEP: STUDY & SHARE
READINGS
Acts 10:34-43
Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24
This is the day that the Lord has
made; let us rejoice & be glad in it.
(v24)
Colossians 3:1-4
Matthew 28:1-10

PRAYER OF THE DAY
O God, you gave your only Son to suffer
death on the cross for our redemption, & by
his glorious resurrection you delivered us
from the power of death. Make us die every
day to sin, that we may live with him
forever in the joy of the resurrection,
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives & reigns with you & the Holy
Spirit, one God, now & forever. Amen.

SERMON TEXT- Matthew 28:1-10
1

After the sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary Magdalene & the other Mary went to see the
tomb. 2And suddenly there was a great earthquake; for an angel of the Lord, descending from heaven, came &
rolled back the stone & sat on it. 3His appearance was like lightning, & his clothing white as snow. 4For fear of
him the guards shook & became like dead men. 5But the angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid; I know
that you are looking for Jesus who was crucified. 6He is not here; for he has been raised, as he said. Come, see
the place where he lay. 7Then go quickly & tell his disciples, ‘He has been raised from the dead, & indeed he is
going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him.’ This is my message for you.” 8So they left the tomb
quickly with fear & great joy, & ran to tell his disciples. 9Suddenly Jesus met them & said, “Greetings!” & they
came to him, took hold of his feet, & worshiped him. 10Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid; go & tell my
brothers to go to Galilee; there they will see me.”

LISTENING TO . . .
GOD- Christian life is rooted in the Father, Son, & Holy Spirit
1.

2.

How do the following Old Testament passages model/prophesy/suggest the Messiah’s resurrection (Genesis 3:15,
22:1-18 (confer Hebrews 11:17-19); Psalm 2:7 (cf. Acts 13:33), 16:1-11 (cf. Acts 2:25-28, 13:35-37), 22:1-31
esp. vv14-15, 25-27, 40:1-3, 110:1; Job 14:4, 19:25-26; Isaiah 53:8-10; Hosea 6:2; Zechariah 12:10; Jonah 1:17
(cf. Matthew 12:40)). At least some are not immediately obvious. What do vv6, 8 (& 16:21, 17:1-23, 21:18-19)
add to the context?
What happens to those who insist that Jesus is Lord & risen from the grave (Acts 10:36, 40, 42)? See Acts
7:58-60, 12:1-2; 14:19-20; 2 Corinthians 11:23-26; Revelation 6:9-11. See also v43; John 3:14-17; Acts
2:38; Romans 5:1, 6:3-11; Colossians 1:14, Ephesians 1:7; Hebrews 2:14-15; 2 Timothy 1:10

EACH OTHER- Sharing & growing with our brothers & sisters in Christ
3.

4.

How is the corona virus epidemic impacting or affecting your Easter joy this year? What’s different for you
this year? How does Jesus’ victory over sin, death, & the devil allow you to be content in these trying &
unwanted circumstances? See Romans 8:26-39; 2 Corinthians 12:10
How does St. Paul’s encouragement in Colossians 3:1-4 change our lives on “earth below” for the better?
Read vv5-14, too, & follow your study Bible’s cross-references. See 1 Timothy 4:4-5

NEIGHBORS- Bearing fruit for those not yet our brothers & sisters
5.

6.

With the covid19 epidemic continuing how are you using your congregation’s new internet-based resources
to help spread the Easter joy? If you’re not using them, what’s preventing you? What simple next steps can
you take in sharing the good news of Jesus’ death & resurrection beyond “sharing a link”? These
circumstances are giving people new openings to see & hear that “the Kingdom of God is near.”
How about a Corona Virus Challenge? Make it your goal to reach out to one other person in the
congregation (not in your home/family) each day during these restrictions. How has this gone for you?
How have others received your care & concern for them? How has it gotten easier or harder? If you haven’t
tried or (tried very hard) what has prevented you? What do you have to lose? What do you have to gain?
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Series: Lost & Found
Rev. Jared Stillions, STS
You Are Here
They aren’t going to see Jesus until they realize that they can’t see him.
-Notes-

KEY VERSE: I know that you are looking for Jesus who was crucified.
He is not here; for he has been raised, as he said.
Come, see the place where he lay. (vv5b-6)
-NEXT STEPS MEMORY VERSEChrist, our paschal lamb, has been sacrificed.
Therefore, let us keep the feast. (1 Corinthians 5:7, 8)
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