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Dear Members 
and Friends, 

This year the Ses-
sion has voted to 
participate in the 
Presbyterian Giv-
ing Catalog pro-
gram.  There are 
many examples 
of gifts that can 
be purchased for 

Give a gift of hope to those in need 

those in need.  You can choose to 
donate $25 for a Jerry Can (water 
carrier), $40 for a Container Gar-
den, $25 for a family of chickens, 
$15 for a fishing net, $50 for a 
sewing machine, $40 for a piglet, 
$10 for farming tools, $25 for a 
kitchen kit, or you can contribute 

$50 or more for a share of a Deep Rock Well (total cost $15,000). 

Besides these options, there are many more shown in the Presbyterian Giving 
Catalog.  If you didn’t receive one in the mail, you can pick one up in the narthex 
at the church.  You can use the envelope in the catalog to send your gift directly, 
or you can send it to the church to be sent along with other contributions.  If you 
have any questions, please contact the church. 

Judy Markham, Clerk of Session 
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Karen’s Korner 

 The Season of Advent 

 “Advent” means “coming” or “arrival.” During the season 
of Advent, we celebrate Christ’s coming into the world and 
watch with expectant hope for his coming again. The four 
weeks of Advent present an opportunity for communal dis-
cernment and personal examination, as the church prepares to 
celebrate the Nativity of the Lord and looks with hope for 
Christ’s return. 

 In Advent we expectantly wait for the One who has already 

come. We anticipate the promised justice of God’s new world, yet we praise God who raised the 
“righteous branch” to rule with justice and righteousness. We hope for the restoration of the af-
flicted, the tormented, and the grieving, yet we delight that healing has come in Christ. We long 
for the beating of swords into plowshares, yet we rejoice that the Prince of Peace has appeared. 
We yearn for the barren deserts of our inner cities to flourish, yet we laud the desert Rose that 
has bloomed. We dream of the land where lions and lambs live in harmony, yet we acclaim the 
child born to lead us into the promised land. 

 Christ has come! Christ is risen! Christ will come again! In Advent, we are living between the 
first and the second coming of the Lord. The dialectical tension of maranatha [alternately trans-
lated “Come, our Lord!” or “Our Lord has come”] — placing us between memory and hope, past 
and future — may strengthen our Advent liturgies. Perhaps we need to cling to the ancient cry of 
maranatha! and its paradoxical meanings so we may freely embrace “the new thing” prophesied 
by Isaiah (Isaiah 43:19) that God is doing among us right now. The tension and paradox we find 
in Advent shapes our celebrations during the season. 

 This Advent we will share with the Matthew 25 churches Ad-
vent Devotional “Straw for the Manger”. Each week there will be 
strips of paper for you to write acts of kindness that you have 
done or seen done. We will place these strips that represent straw 
in a manger to provide the baby Jesus a bed. 

 Also, I am including in each week’s bulletin an Advent devo-
tion from the book “God is in the Manger” by Dietrich Bonhoef-
fer. I pray that you will find the reason for the season this Advent. 

In Christ’s Name, 

Karen 

October was an eventful month.  Mark discovered the men’s bathroom in the CE Wing covered 
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Jazz in Stained Glass concert a big success! 
The concert on Nov. 10th featuring ONU’s Jazz Combo Turnaround  
was by all accounts a great success.  Approximately 85 people were 
in attendance for the 50 minute concert.  Professor Franken put to-
gether a diverse program and the students played wonderfully.  If  
you missed it by the way, there are video selections posted on the 
church website; there is a link to the video’s on the home page of 
the website. 

THANK YOU  to all of you who helped,; whether it be as a host/
hostess, usher, or set up/clean up.   Special thanks to Bernadette for 
taking care of the reception refreshments, and Pastor Aramelinda 

Velasquez for preparing an authentic Guatemalan meal for the band.  They LOVED it!  

39 people filled out contact cards, and for those who provided an address Pastor Karen kindly offered to 
send hand written thank you notes.  While I can read my own writing, I have been told other people find it 
challenging!  So I was extremely grateful she offered to help. The cards also captured valuable data as to 
how they found out about the concert. 

The next concert will be in the Spring sometime.  Still trying to decide on who the artist(s) will be...most 
likely a duo concert featuring Dr. Dalton and Dr. Bell from Olivet. 

Thanks again to all of you for your help in making the event the success it was. 

Paul Johnson , Music Director 

 

Building Manager Update 
November was the month for boiler expense.  We have two boilers in the basement, and one of the 
pumps was ready to fail, so it was replaced.  In addition the time clock we had was no longer functioning 
properly.  The time clock is used to raise and lower the heat depending on when areas  of the building are 
being used during the week. 

Session approved a Wi-Fi internet based Pelican control system.  Thermostats were placed in the sanctuary 
and fellowship hall that can monitor the temperature through an app for the phone This comes into play 
when the sanctuary is used at night.  During those times the program is set to leave the heat at the day-
time setting.  When it is empty to the night setting. 

There are two big benefits from this system.  The primary reason is in case of a boiler failure when no one 
is in the building for a period of time, the app will alert me with a text message.  Also I can change the 
program times in real time from my phone.  The second and equally important reason is we should see 
savings on our heating bill. 

We also had a day the water was cut off for main repair nearby.  A boil order was issued, but rescinded 
about 36 hours after the water was turned back on. KSD#111 administration cancelled classes due to this 
problem for one day.  
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Remember: Christmas Eve will be celebrated during Dec 22nd  

11AM service.  No Candlelight service on Dec. 24th.   

Dec. Birthdays! 

30th—Pastor Karen 

Dec. 29th Pastor Karen will be 

on vacation.  Rev. Dr. Liz Hul-

ford will be guest minister that 

morning.  Don’t miss her! We 

were lucky to get her! 


