2022 ADVENT DEVOTIONS

WAIT UPON THE LORD

BE STILL & WAIT PATIENTLY
FOR THE LORD.
Psalm 37:7

The season of Advent is always
characterized by waiting waiting upon the Lord for His
presence to be revealed to us on
Christmas.
The folks who wrote the
devotions in this booklet took a
look in the Bible at those who
waited upon the Lord for His promises to be revealed through the Christ
Child. Then, they were asked to devote their own personal commentary
regarding this same subject using the verse that they chose. As you read
these devotions, think about how you should wait upon the Lord in your
life as He continues to make Himself known to you.
The following are the themes and Bible stories that we will be considering
during our 6 p.m. Midweek Family Devotions beginning on November
30th, and during our 5:30 p.m. Saturday and during our 8:45 & 11:11 a.m.
Sunday Advent season worship services. It will be great to see you in
worship!
Week 1 - Wait upon the Lord with Faith (Galatians 3:8):
Abraham and Sarah waited with faith for the birth of their son, Isaac, and
we wait with faith for the birth of God’s Son, Jesus, trusting that He will
come at Christmas to save all people.
Week 2 - Wait upon the Lord with Hope (Psalm 130:5): The
prophet Isaiah declared the coming of the Lord, which gave the people of
Israel hope for the future. We wait with hope for the future because we
know what the future holds a Savior.
Week 3 - Wait upon the Lord with Rejoicing (Isaiah 25:9):
Elizabeth rejoiced as she waited for the coming of her son, John the
Baptist. And Mary rejoiced as she waited for the birth of her son, Jesus.
Likewise, we are to rejoice as we wait for the coming of the Son of God.
Week 4 - Wait upon the Lord with Gratitude (Psalm 9:1):
Zechariah’s waiting days for John the Baptist’s birth were filled with
great gratitude for the Lord’s promise about to be fulfilled. In these
remaining waiting days before our Savior’s birth, we are to be ever more
grateful for the arrival of the Promised One.
My friends, please take time to wait upon the Lord each day of Advent
with these reflective and soul-searching devotions. Waiting upon the
Lord means trusting in Him and being patient for His plans for our lives
to come to pass.
In HIS love,

Pastor Dave
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First Week of Advent
November 27
Matthew 24:34-36
34 Truly

I tell you, this generation will certainly not pass away until all
these things have happened. 35 Heaven and earth will pass away, but
my words will never pass away.
36 “But

about that day or hour no one knows, not even the angels in
heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father.
I have memories as a child. Of many times being excited about an
upcoming visit to my grandparents, or going to a sporting event at
school, or even to church on Sunday night and my father famously
saying, “Let’s hurry up and go so we can hurry up and get home.”
My father was very much a social being. He was in leadership at church.
He cleaned up the supper table each night and did the dishes so we could
engage in desserts, euchre or other family activities quicker after each
meal. My dad was always in a hurry to do and yet equally in a hurry to
return home. He talked about coming home before he even left.
As a kid his statement perplexed me as much as today’s bible verses.
How could he be so eager to leave and yet so equally ready to return to
the spot we were currently at. As I get older I start to understand the
phrase “time flies.” My birthdays come quicker. Christmas starts well
before July and is over too quickly. There is more information placed in
the palm of my hand than I can read each day. These things all pass me
by quickly.
I miss my father, and yet I also know it will be so soon that we meet
again. And at the same time, I do not know that day. I have faith and
trust without understanding.

Our Lord is saying to me “hurry up and go (do my will), so you can hurry
up and get home (which is heaven)”.
Tom Hooper
Please pray with me: “Dear heavenly Father, I ask for your Holy
Spirit to be in my midst, to fill me and help me to act like one of your
servants. Lord, mold my thoughts and let them be intentional in these
days of turmoil, to provide solitude and hope in your love, mercy and
grace. Holy Spirit please comfort me and fill me with the patience to
wait on the future and the curiosity to enjoy the present. Lord we wait
expectantly for your glorious return. Amen.”
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November 28
Galatians 3:8-9
8 And the Scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the Gentiles by
faith, preached the gospel beforehand to Abraham, saying, “In you
shall all the nations be blessed.” 9 So then, those who are of faith are
blessed along with Abraham, the man of faith.
Because of his faith, Abraham was blessed with everything God had
promised to him.
God’s blessings are available to all of us if we believe and trust in God,
as Abraham did.
Earlier in Galatians 3, Paul calls the people “foolish” and “bewitched”
for trying to earn their salvation. He reminds them that the Holy Spirit
saved them. By trying to only follow the law and not accepting God’s
grace, they were taking on an impossible burden and forgetting that
they already belonged to Jesus.
Aren’t we just like that? We all get burdened by worries, hurts, or
problems, and often fall into despair that we can’t make it all go away.
Or, we allow others to influence who we are, how we should act, what
we should be doing. We forget to keep our focus on the one who knows
us, and to remember whose we are. We live under Jesus’ mercy and
grace. We must remember to embrace the fact that we are who He’s
created us to be, and to do what He calls us to do.
“Turn your eyes upon Jesus
Look full in his wonderful face
And the things of earth will grow strangely dim
In the light of his glory and grace”
Song by Helen Lemmel

Almighty and gracious God, we thank you for the salvation you have
prepared for us, through your son, our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
We pray that you would pour your Holy Spirit into our hearts, and grant
us steadfast faith that we may be justified and share in the glorious life
to come in Heaven.
In Jesus’ name we pray.
Amen
Gary and Susan Tobison
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November 29
Genesis 17:1-9
“I will make my covenant between me and you and will greatly increase
your numbers.” Gen. 17:2
Promises can be hard to keep, even with the best intentions.
“I’m busy right now. I’ll call you next week.” “If you let me go to my
friend’s house today, I’ll clean my room tomorrow.” “I’ll stop smoking
when I finish this pack of cigarettes.”
But God never, ever breaks a promise to us. “I’m here for you. Anytime.”
“When you sin, I’ll forgive you.” “If you believe, I’ll give you eternal life.”
Sometimes we must wait for God’s promises. Sometimes they come when
they’re least expected. As elderly people, Abram and Sarai must have
found it difficult to believe the promise of a long-wanted child. Then
when they were approaching 100 years old and raising a teenager, God
comes again and promises Abram he will be the father of many nations.
Fulfilling that promise continues today.
As believers, we’re all part of that promise. When our parents pledged
at the baptismal font to teach us about God, the promise carried on to
another generation. We’ve done the same for our children. Our children
will make the promise for their children, and our grandchildren for our
great-grandchildren.
While promises aren’t hard for God to keep, waiting for them to come to
fruition can test our patience and faith. The faith of our ancestors. The
faith of Abraham and Sarah. During Advent, we wait to celebrate the
promise of the birth of God’s son.
Promises made. Promises kept. With the best intentions.
Roz Demaree
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November 30
Romans 4:13-21
13 Clearly, God’s promise to give the whole earth to Abraham and his
descendants was based not on his obedience to God’s law, but on a
right relationship with God that comes by faith. 14 If God’s promise is
only for those who obey the law, then faith is not necessary and the
promise is pointless. 15 For the law always brings punishment on those
who try to obey it (The only way to avoid breaking the law is to have
no law to break!) 16 So the promise is received by faith. It is given as a
free gift. And we are all certain to receive it, whether or not we live
according to the law of Moses, if we have faith like Abraham’s. For
Abraham is the father of all who believe. 17 That is what the Scriptures
mean when God told him “I have made you the father of many nations.” This happened because Abraham believed in the God who
brings the dead back to life and who creates new things out of nothing.
18 Even when there was no reason for hope, Abraham kept hopingbelieving that he would become the father of many nations. For God
had said to him “That’s how many descendants you will have!” 19 And
Abraham’s faith did not weaken, even though, at about 100 years of
age, he figured his body was as good as dead- and so was Sarah’s
womb. 20 Abraham never wavered in believing God’s promise. In fact,
his faith grew stronger, and in this he brought glory to God. 21 He was
fully convinced that God is able to do whatever he promises.
Faith made Abraham have a right relationship with our Father. Faith
made Abraham righteous. He believed what God said was going to happen would happen. What does God say about us; Roman 8 Nothing can
separate us from God’s love, Isaiah 53 by his wounds we are healed,
Psalm 18 He makes us strong, 1 John I am forgiven through Jesus
Christ, Ephesians 1 We are part of HIS family, Colossians 2 I am complete in Christ, Isaiah 43 I am HIS, Joshua 1 God is with us wherever we
go, Jeremiah 29 He has plans for you, Esther 4 We are created for a
purpose, Corinthians 15 He gives us victory over sin and death, I could
go on and on about the spirit God has given us but unless we believe it,
we struggle. So today and everyday remember what your Father has
said about you. Not when you are perfect, not when you have it all
figured out. He is waiting for you to believe it now. Wouldn’t it be
amazing if we who believed and with that belief, treated every person
we came in contact with the love God shows us. Sometimes the only way
people see your faith in what God says about them, is to love them.
Every encounter this busy Christmas season, show your faith by loving
people. Slow down and let people wonder what keeps you joy-filled. It is
not the lights, decorations or food, but it’s the fact that God so loved the
world that he gave his only son to die for us. Our faith in the Word is the
only thing that makes us different. Go be different today!
Dear Heavenly Father,
All things are possible with you. Help me to be your servant today and
always. Let my Faith be seen by others and let them crave what I have in
you. Thank You for your son Jesus Christ and the gift of the Holy Spirit.
Let your light shine through me.
In Jesus name I pray,
Amen
Lee Anne Burrow
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December 1
Isaiah 2:1-5
“The Mountain of the Lord”
God gave Isaiah the gift of seeing the future. At this time God shows
Isaiah what would eventually happen to Jerusalem.
“In the last days the mountain of the LORD’s temple will be established
as chief among the mountains: it will be raised above the hills, and all
nations will stream to it.” (Verse 2)

So even though the Jewish nation would endure troubles and persecution
in the years to come, God is telling all of us that the temple will be built,
and all people will want to go to the mountain.
All people will want to learn God’s laws and his teachings. A new law will
go out from Zion and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. This will lead
us to a place and world of peace and harmony if WE are PATIENT and
wait upon the LORD. Verse 4 reads:
“He will judge between the nations and will settle disputes for many
peoples, they shall beat their swords into plowshares and their spears
into pruning hooks. Nation will not take up sword against
nation, nor will they train for war anytime soon.”
Oddly enough a sculpture was gifted to the United Nations
by the USSR on December 4, 1959. It depicts a soldier’s
sword turning into a plowshare. It was sculpted by a
famous Russian based on this biblical verse of world peace
and harmony. Here is a picture on the left ... (and today
Russia invades its neighbor Ukraine, totally against what
this sculpture and scripture represents)
This verse is also engraved on steps of
First Avenue opposite the new United
Nations building in New York,
constructed in 1948. Known as “Isaiah
Wall” See picture on the right.
Heavenly Father, we thank you for
being our Savior, for your grace and
gift of eternal life and setting us free.
Help us wait on YOU and the day when
peace with reign with all nations and
we lay down our weapons forever. Amen
Jim & Joanne Hogle
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December 2
Romans 13:8-14
“8 Let no debt remain outstanding, except the continuing debt to love
one another, for whoever loves others has fulfilled the law. 9 The
commandments, “You shall not commit adultery,” “You shall not
murder,” “You shall not steal,” “You shall not covet, and whatever other
command there may be, are summed up in this one command: “Love
your neighbor as yourself. 10 Love does no harm to a neighbor.
Therefore love is the fulfillment of the law. The Day Is Near.
And do this, understanding the present time: The hour has already
come for you to wake up from your slumber, because our salvation is
nearer now than when we first believed. 12 The night is nearly over; the
day is almost here. So let us put aside the deeds of darkness and put on
the armor of light. 13 Let us behave decently, as in the daytime, not in
carousing and drunkenness, not in sexual immorality and debauchery,
not in dissension and jealousy. 14 Rather, clothe yourselves with the
Lord Jesus Christ, and do not think about how to gratify the desires of
the flesh.”
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Lord, as I think about trials and tribulations of the early Christians, I
think it is honest to wonder if I would have been a believer based upon
the preaching of Paul and the other apostles, knowing my worldly life
would likely be at risk if I did so.
In my lifetime I have been both introduced and “clothed” in the light of
Christ, through my family, my church and my friends. I also know that
others remain sadly and tragically in the dark.
So Lord, help me to make the right decisions each day, decisions that
reject the easy and seemingly pleasurable options our world presents, but
rather, have those decisions based in keeping your commandments.
Allow me to focus especially on loving my neighbor as myself,
understanding that love is indeed a fulfillment of your law. Lord let these
be my priorities so I can effectively be an example for others who are
hurting and eager to hear the good news of Jesus Christ.
Father, provide me the wisdom and resources to settle all my debts, but
also recognize the continuing debt I can never fully repay to you for the
gift of your only Son, Jesus. Let the words and example Jesus provided
be my light to obey and convey your commandments so that others may
see your light through me and come to Christ and the gift of grace. Amen.
Mark Heckman
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December 3
Isaiah 9:2-7
2 The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; on those living
in the land of deep darkness a light has dawned. 3 You have enlarged the
nation and increased their joy; they rejoice before you as people rejoice
at the harvest, as warriors rejoice when dividing the plunder. 4 For as in
the day of Midian’s defeat, you have shattered the yoke that burdens
them, the bar across their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor. 5 Every
warrior’s boot used in battle and every garment rolled in blood will be
destined for burning, will be fuel for the fire. 6 For to us a child is born,
to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders. And he
will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father,
Prince of Peace. 7 Of the greatness of his government and peace there
will be no end. He will reign on David’s throne and over his kingdom,
establishing and upholding it with justice and righteousness from that
time on and forever. The zeal of the L
Almighty will accomplish this.
How can one read Isaiah 9 without the beautiful strains of Handel’s
Messiah running through one’s head? To us it is a beautiful predictive
picture of Jesus, from the image of a dawning light which to Israel
symbolized the presence of God to the birth of a human being who is at
the same time Mighty God.
Prophesy in the Hebrew Scriptures often had fulfillment at different
times. Visualize a mountain range where one sees near mountains and
far-off mountains. In the same way, prophesy had fulfillment near a
prophet’s lifetime and also in the age to come. Isaiah predicts the
conquering of Israel by Assyria due to trusting alliances with nations
rather than trusting in God. Yet Isaiah offers hope for Israel from the
yoke of foreign domination (the near mountain). As New Testament
readers we see the “far mountain,” the Messiah who will have a neverending reign and will establish justice, righteousness, and peace. It will
be accomplished not by human military victory, but by God Himself.
Who can fulfill this human yet also divine role but Jesus? He brings the
presence of God to us, establishing a right standing with God for us,
bringing us wholeness as humans, and instituting justice for the world.
Thank you, Father God, for sending Your Son, that through Him we are
make right and have peace with You. Amen.
Carol Jacobs
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Second Week of Advent

December 4

Matthew 3:1-12
In those days John the Baptist came, preaching in the wilderness of
Judea 2 and saying, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come
near.” 3 This is he who was spoken of through the prophet Isaiah:
“A voice of one calling in the wilderness,
‘Prepare the way for the Lord,
make straight paths for him.’”
4 John’s

clothes were made of camel’s hair, and he had a leather belt
around his waist. His food was locusts and wild honey. 5 People went
out to him from Jerusalem and all Judea and the whole region of the
Jordan. 6 Confessing their sins, they were baptized by him in the Jordan
River.
7 But

when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming to
where he was baptizing, he said to them: “You brood of vipers! Who
warned you to flee from the coming wrath? 8 Produce fruit in keeping
with repentance. 9 And do not think you can say to yourselves, ‘We have
Abraham as our father.’ I tell you that out of these stones God can raise
up children for Abraham. 10 The ax is already at the root of the trees,
and every tree that does not produce good fruit will be cut down and
thrown into the fire.
11 “I

baptize you with water for repentance. But after me comes one who
is more powerful than I, whose sandals I am not worthy to carry. He
will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 12 His winnowing fork is
in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor, gathering his wheat
into the barn and burning up the chaff with unquenchable fire.”
John the Baptist preached a message on repentance; he tells us to repent
of our sins and return to God. In today’s world. We see a lot of people
who go to church religiously, baptized and some even serve in ministry,
however have never repented. The word repent means to have a change
of heart and attitude from sin towards God, therefore baptism and
repentance goes together. John told the people to prove that they’ve
repented not by word only, but by deed; we show that we are Lutherans
by our actions. God looks at how we walk this journey and not how we
talk it. John stated that his baptism was unto repentance, but the
someone greater was coming and HE will baptize you with the Holy
Spirit & Fire. The Holy Spirit will lead you, guide you and comfort you to
name a few of His characteristics. God promises the Holy Sprit to those
who have repented of their sins and turned to God. The transformation
process is not easy; however, the Holy Sprit will help us if we allow Him
to. As Lutherans we should be so full of the Holy Spirit & Fire that
everywhere we go people are being ignited. As we wait on the Lord to
return, lets be like John and point people to Jesus in hopes that they will
be empowered to be fully devoted disciples of Jesus Christ.

Eddie Burks
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December 5
Psalm 130:5-6
“I wait for the Lord, my whole being waits, and in his word put my
hope. I wait for the Lord more than watchmen wait for the morning”.
This is the time of year where there is a lot to wait for. Thanksgiving
meals and great family and friend gatherings, followed by the biblical
waiting for the coming of the Christ child. It of course is also a secular
celebration of Christmas and the giving, the warm hearts, the one time of
the year, where hearts all over the globe seem to soften to help the many
that need help.

Being an impatient sort of guy, waiting for me is difficult. I sometimes
wait for volunteer help here at Bethel and end up doing it myself. I wait
for the day that Zack regains movement and balance that he had prior to
his concussion, reaching out it in prayer to seek an answer, ‘Why isn’t
this happening’. It is a glaring weakness of mine.
After reading several versions of these two verses, I have found that to
wait for the Lord requires me to trust in him and have unending hope
that all that I need, God will provide. It also brought me back to another
verse that I hold close to my heart, “be still and know that I am God”.
Just stop Jeff, God is here and he is with me and my family and my
church family. Don’t fear, don’t second guess, jump in with both and feet
and while you wait, know that God will make the wait worth every
moment in time on this earth. I pray that you too will wait with hope and
excitement that He is and will be there for you too.
Jeff, Melissa and Zack Reising
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December 6
Isaiah 40:27-31
“Why do you say, O Jacob, and speak, O Israel, ‘My way is hid from the
Lord, and, my right is disregarded by God?’
Have you not known? Have you not heard? The Lord is the everlasting
God, the Creator of the ends of the earth. He does not faint or grow
weary, his understanding is unsearchable. He gives power to the faint,
and to him who has no might he increases strength, even youths shall
faint and be weary, and young men shall fall exhausted; but they who
wait for the Lord shall renew their strength, they shall mount up with
wings like eagles, they shall run and not be weary, they shall walk and
not faint.” (Revised Standard Version)
I know and love these verses. They were read at my Dad’s funeral in May,
1991. Most of the emphasis for us was “renewing of strength, “running
and not being weary” because Dad had a bad leg that kept him from
doing a lot of things he might have wanted to do, especially as a child.
But he was strong in so many other ways, and we like to think of him
“running and not being weary.”
This passage even says what our theme is “but they who wait for the Lord
shall renew their strength.” Of the 5 Bible versions I have ~ King James,
Revised Standard, and The Living Bible ~ say “who wait for the Lord
shall renew . . .” The New International Version says “those who hope in
the Lord will renew . . .” and the New English Bible says “who look to the
Lord will win new strength. . .”
I think I like “look to the Lord” best. “Wait” sometimes makes us
impatient because waiting can be a nuisance and “hope” can be merely a
wish or expectation which we think will come true. But “look” is more
present language. We look to the Lord because we know He is there and
will take care of us always ~ now and forever ~ and we don’t have to wait
or hope. Reminds me of the hymn “Turn your eyes upon Jesus, ‘Look’
full in His wonderful face, And the things of earth will grow strangely
dim in the light of His glory and grace.”
Thank you, Lord Jesus, for coming to us each day, not only at Christmas,
and helping us renew our strength in you and your promise that we will
be with you always. Blessings to us all as we await that Holy Night
again. Amen.
Vicki Cooper
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December 7
Romans 8:22-25
25 But if we hope for what we do not yet have, we wait for it patiently.
Hope
We know a young woman whom we’ve had the pleasure of watching grow
over the past twenty-five years. She has the sweetest, kindest servant’s
heart. We have seen her grow from before her Confirmation years to high
school youth grouper, to an elementary education college student, to a
teacher and a wife. We were her High School Sunday School teachers &
youth group leaders, but I believe we learned more from her daily witness
of Love and Hope, as a kid than we ever had the pleasure of teaching her.
This young lady got her younger sibling ready, and they walked each
week to SS and church, regardless of the weather. Her nurturing instincts
were so touching to watch. You see she has wanted to be a momma for as
long as she can remember and to have a loving husband… that was her
Hope.
As she grew up, her desire to be a teacher and help a classroom of kids
came true. Shortly after moving out-of-state to teach, one day she met
her now husband. They married and were soon ready to start a family.
They were both more than excited and hopeful for this new future;
however, years had passed and there were no new additions to their
home except a dog or two. Challenges of moves, new jobs, a new home,
health scares, new dreams, family deaths and life. Through it all they
both held on to the hope of creating a family of their own. As they
journeyed through life, they publicly asked for prayers for Hope and what
was to come in God’s plans. They decided to hold Hope and faith near,
while they continued to travel down the path God has laid out for them.
In January, they are expecting in Hope a new member of the family.
God is faithful in the challenges.
He is faithful in the uncomfortable.
He is faithful in the struggles.
He is the Hope we need in all things &
He is always present even in the pain just as truly as He is in the joy!
It is not always easy or comfortable to live in Hope in this world.
Remind us to be in this world, not of it!
Dear Lord, Open our hearts, minds & eyes to live in Hope of what You
have planned for us, of what is yet to come. Help us to live in faith &
Hope this season of love. Remind us to keep CHRIST in our Christmas,
to be Your hands & feet, to be Your light here on earth. Amen
Laura & Jason Houser
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December 8
Psalm 72:1-7
Endow the king with your justice, O God, the royal son with your
righteousness. 2 May he judge your people in righteousness, your
afflicted ones with justice. 3 May the mountains bring prosperity to the
people, the hills the fruit of righteousness. 4 May he defend the
afflicted among the people and save the children of the needy; may he
crush the oppressor. 5 May he endure as long as the sun, as long as the
moon, through all generations. 6 May he be like rain falling on a mown
field, like showers watering the earth. 7 In his days may the righteous
flourish and prosperity abound till the moon is no more.

Messiah’s glorious Kingdom. Of Solomon
These verses refer on one level to the kingdom of Israel under Solomon.
But on a deeper level they describe and define the character of the
kingdom of the whole earth as it shall be when Jesus comes for the
second time, at the end of time. True justice and complete righteousness
will define the character of the kingdom for eternity.
“He will defend the afflicted among the people and save the children of
the needy; he will crush the oppressor….In his days the righteous will
flourish; Prosperity will abound till the moon is no more.” Ps. 72, verses 4
and 7.
This is the reason for His becoming incarnate, joining us here in our
struggles, to finally take on the punishment that we deserve and giving us
the righteousness that He has earned for us. Our human attempts to
achieve justice and righteousness on our own always disappoint. We
need our loving God to Himself pay the full price for our redemption.
We look forward to that world where righteousness and justice will not
have to be worked for through perseverance, negotiation, patience, and
compromise; where the sins of greed, pride, selfishness, apathy will have
totally dissolved.

We feel joy, peace, love as we look on the Child in the manger and know
all that He will accomplish for us, how His love will rescue us from
ourselves, how He will bring us to Himself for all eternity.
Father God, make us truly grateful, truly joyful this Christmas Season.
Let us radiate that joy into our part of the world. Let us convince You by
our actions that each one of us appreciate with our whole being what You
have done for us. We ask in the name of Him who is our Savior and Lord.
Amen
In Him,
Trudy Kussow
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December 9
Isaiah 11:1-10
1 A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse; from his roots a Branch
will bear fruit. 2 The Spirit of the L
will rest on him— the Spirit of
wisdom and of understanding, the Spirit of counsel and of might, the
Spirit of the knowledge and fear of the L
— 3 and he will delight in
the fear of the L
. He will not judge by what he sees with his eyes, or
decide by what he hears with his ears; 4 but with righteous-ness he will
judge the needy, with justice he will give decisions for the poor of the
earth. He will strike the earth with the rod of his mouth; with the breath
of his lips he will slay the wicked. 5 Righteousness will be his belt and
faithfulness the sash around his waist. 6 The wolf will live with the lamb,
the leopard will lie down with the goat, the calf and the lion and the
yearling together; and a little child will lead them. 7The cow will feed
with the bear, their young will lie down together, and the lion will eat
straw like the ox. 8 The infant will play near the cobra’s den, and the
young child will put its hand into the viper’s nest. 9 They will neither
harm nor destroy on all my holy mountain, for the earth will be filled
with the knowledge of the L
as the waters cover the sea. 10 In that
day the Root of Jesse will stand as a banner for the peoples; the nations
will rally to him, and his resting place will be glorious.
I love this Bible verse and all of the different ways it is incorporated into
our lives. We speak the 2nd verse during Confirmation. And in doing so,
we have the promise of God’s presence in our lives. Verse 6 is also the
inspiration for Edward Hicks famous Peaceable Kingdom painting
pictured depicting harmony among all of God’s creatures.
The verses combine to prophesy Christ’s coming. The message is full of
hope and promise. Words like wisdom, understanding, righteousness,
justice, and faithfulness. Take a minute to open your Bible and read the
chapter. Meditate on the words and the promise they contain. We are
God’s people and the birth of his son is the gift he gives us to remind us
how much he truly loves us. As we wait on the
birth of our Lord, let us be reminded of the
prophets who delivered this important message
to us. Let us prepare to celebrate the true reason
for the Christmas season, the birth of our
Savior.
Heavenly Father, we are thankful for the
promises you have made to us. We wait
patiently for the arrival of your precious son.
In your name, we honor Him. Amen.
Judy Knafel
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December 10
Romans 15:4-13
… So that you get along with each other as well as Jesus gets along with
us all. Then we’ll be a choir – not our voices only, but our very lives in
harmony … So reach out and welcome one another to God’s glory. Jesus
did it; now you do it!...
(MSG)
These verses out of this passage spoke to me in several ways. Harmony in
music is beautiful to listen to. It creates a broader, fuller sound – like
hi-def versus mono. (And - I like to sing harmony!) Further on in this
passage it says we all come together and sing like a choir (or Praise
group).
A few days ago, I woke up with this song going through my head – “Jesus
Loves the Little Children” and the phrase “…red and yellow, black and
white, they are precious in His sight…”. This goes right to the heart of our
world – past, present and future. We need to do a better job of getting
along with our Brothers and Sisters in our homes, churches, work
environments, shopping, eating out, playing – you get the drift. This
starts with each of us being more positive, not negative, more loving, not
condemning.
So, are you in? How about spread some JOY today? After all, doesn’t the
thought of Jesus bring joy to
your heart? Go for it!!!
Remember, “Jesus did it; now
you do it!”
Abba Father, thank you for
loving us so very much that
You sent Your son in babyform to be with us, live and
love with us, suffer for us and
save us from our sins and
ourselves. Help us to be more
like You in all that we do. We
pray in the precious name of
Jesus, Amen.
Suzy Patterson
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Third Week of Advent
December 11
James 5:7-11
7 Be patient, then, brothers and sisters, until the Lord’s coming. See how
the farmer waits for the land to yield its valuable crop, patiently
waiting for the autumn and spring rains. 8 You too, be patient and stand
firm, because the Lord’s coming is near. 9 Don’t grumble against one
another, brothers and sisters, or you will be judged. The Judge is
standing at the door! 10 Brothers and sisters, as an example of patience
in the face of suffering, take the prophets who spoke in the name of the
Lord. 11 As you know, we count as blessed those who have persevered.
You have heard of Job’s perseverance and have seen what the Lord
finally brought about. The Lord is full of compassion and mercy.
God asks us to be patient, but as a people we are impatient. We can’t wait
for what the word wants us to do, be or have. We need to slow down,
wait and see what life holds. Some just rush by impatient to get where
they are going that they miss out on things — things like a child’s face
when they accomplish a task on their own or they see a butterfly.
We as adults forget the patience of waiting for Christmas the joy of seeing
the presents under the tree. Just as Mary and Joseph awaited the birth
of Jesus. They patiently waited his birth. They may or may not have
known that their son would be our Savior. They were just patiently
waiting. Like parents do today as they await the birth of a child.
Yes, we need to embrace the patience, not the impatience. God has a
plan for each of us. We must patiently wait for that plan to revel
itself. As I write this message I am listening to the Queen’s Service in
Scotland, where people patiently awaited the procession to pass
by. Some never met her but stood there out of respect, patiently waiting
with others just to pay respects to her. We can all learn from others.
Patience is best when we wait, look, feel and see. So let us in Advent
Season patiently wait for our answers the Lord will being to us,
personally, professionally, religiously, and governmentally. We will once
again wait coming of the Lord again, patiently.
Dear Lord,
During this advent season and the rest of the year, let us grow more
patient with each other. Help us to learn to be more patient and guide us
in the direction you wish us to go. Let us remember that your Son was
born to save us from our sins so that we might learn to be patient,
tolerant, caring and forgiving. We ask all of this you Jesus’ name. Amen
Randy and Dee Baskerville
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December 12
Isaiah 25:1-9
4 You have been a refuge for the poor,
a refuge for the needy in their distress,
a shelter from the storm
and a shade from the heat.
For the breath of the ruthless
is like a storm driving against a wall
These lines from Isaiah provide me a great deal of comfort in my
personal times of trial.

At Christmas the year I was 13 years old, my family was in desperate
financial straits. There was no money for Christmas presents or anything
else. I was a paper boy for the Milwaukee Journal, and I received $26.00
in calendar proceeds from my customers. I gave that money to my
mother who used it to buy groceries for our Christmas dinner.
Eight years later I was a young GI with a wife and a new baby stationed in
Duluth, Minnesota. On one payday, I received $8.00. I was frantic and
worried sick about how I was going to make ends meet when my mother
showed up for a visit. I never said a word to her about my desperate
situation but she looked around and casually suggested that we go to the
grocery store. So, we went to the store, and she bought groceries. The bill
was $26.00. It was life-saver for me and my family, and the best present
she ever gave me.
God was surly a refuge for me and my family in these two instances. I
don’t think we could have survived without Him.
Father, guide us and protect us in our hour of need during this Advent
season. Be with us always. In the name of thy Son, Jesus Christ, amen.
Bill Mikulski
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December 13
1 Samuel 2:1-3
“Hannah’s Prayer of Praise”
I have been drawn to Hannah from the time I was a newly-wed. She was
one of the first “Bible people” I actually related to as she testified to the
hurt of childlessness when we were so ready to become parents, but, like
her, we were “without.” She also instilled my desire to more fully
understand the importance of all the people we meet in Scripture as they
lend their roles to the Advent of our Messiah! The psychologist in me
spends a lot of time trying to anticipate their emotions, hardships, joys,
relationships, motivations, & God’s purpose for them in His-story.
The verses for today are the onset of Hannah’s response to a LONG
awaited answer to heartfelt prayer! When you read her words in this
passage, just look at how excited she is! She’s been given the gift of her
first-born child…a son, named Samuel, for whom she pleaded to God!
She even promised to give him back to the Lord if He would answer her
prayer. The amazing thing for me is how God knew all along the manner
in which this plan would unfold. Hannah had a lot of things going against
her. (She was one of two wives for her husband, only she didn’t have any
children, while the “other woman” did! Having children was a symbol of
status and wealth. The “other woman” truly rubbed salt in the wounds by
belittling Hannah because of it!) I mostly have connected with Hannah
because of her fervent praying…AND God’s eventual answers - to both of
us!
But then…the time comes when she honors her agreement with the Lord,
and presents her toddler son to the Tabernacle so Eli, the lead priest,
would raise Samuel there for the Lord’s purposes! I can’t even imagine! I
have yet to meet anyone required to give up their three-year-old child to
be raised by the leader of their church.
However…don’t we all face times in our lives when we eventually need to
to let go of people we have wanted, needed, and cherished in our hearts?!
I’ve had to release my children to this harsh world; say good-bye to dear
ones who have gone on to Heaven; let go of plans made with those who
are no longer in my life. That seems pretty similar, in terms of the
emotions Hannah must have felt. She learned and then teaches us the
lesson of waiting…patiently…prayerfully…with purpose…for God’s plans
to unfold! Through it all her relationship with the LORD became more
intimate and precious. He blessed her with several more children!
Samuel became the last of the Judges, raised by a high priest in hopes of
keeping him “pure” under God’s Law! In God’s timing, Eli’s death
marked the decline of the influence of the priesthood, and the rise of the
prophets in Israel. Samuel consequently became one of the greatest
prophets - a man of prayer, who finished the work of the judges. He was a
bridge to a new way for God to relate to His people. It was a hard culture
to remain steadfast in God’s ways, as we learn both Eli’s and Samuel’s
sons turned away from God; taking bribes, perverting Justice, and
disrespecting the Tabernacle - the dwelling place with God himself! All of
that made the people clamor for a KING “like all the other nations have”!
Oh, if they only knew what God had in mind all along for them! A King
would indeed be the answer! But of course not like what THEY were
thinking!
Are we any different in our culture today? We have corrupt leadership
everywhere we turn, leading people astray from the Truth of God’s Word!
And we still await King Jesus to once-and-for-all clean all the ugly from
Continued on page 21
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December 14
Matthew 11:2-15
The Message Matthew 11:2, reads, “John, meanwhile had been locked up
in prison. When he got wind of what Jesus was doing, he sent his own
disciples to ask, “Are you the one we’ve been expecting or are we still
waiting?” Jesus in response in Matthew 11:4-5 says, the blind see, the
lame walk, lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised and the
good news is preached to the poor. John, the prophet, who prepared the
way for the Lord is now asking are you the one we are still waiting.
Everyone was waiting for a king and a leader. Yet Jesus was here serving,
bringing life, peace and restoring and saving us. A servant was not
expected. Yet He came to be a personal Savior and to bring the mercy of
God to each of us. Thanks be to God.
After Jesus answered John, he then in Matthew 11:7-9 asked the crowd
three times, “what did you go out to see?” He was referring to John the
Baptist. 1. a reed swaying in the wind? 2. A man in fine clothes? 3. A
prophet? He upheld John to the crowd as the greatest prophet. John had
fulfilled the prophecy in Isaiah 40:3, A voice cries out, “Prepare in the
wilderness a road for the Lord! Clear the way in the desert for our God.”
John was sent to prepare the way of the Lord. He saw Jesus arrive and
baptized Him. I remember seeing the Play, Godspell. They sang the song
“Prepare Ye the Way of the Lord”. It was very moving and brought much
excitement to the audience as Jesus was coming into view.
Today, are we not waiting with excitement for the Lord and preparing for
His coming? Are we preparing also the way for those who do not know
Him to find their own personal Savior? I know in our daily life that as we
wait upon the Lord, He may sometime be slow in responding to requests,
but He never comes too late, and His
timing is perfect. We just have to trust
and wait on the Lord.

Dear God, during this advent season as
we wait upon the coming of your Son,
may we prepare to have Him come into
our hearts and the hearts of those who
have not yet experienced his servant
spirit and his saving grace. Let us find joy
and peace as we prepare the way for His
coming in this holiday season. Amen
Jane Nee
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December 15
Psalm 146
1 Praise the Lord! … 2 I will praise the Lord as long as I live; Praise the
Lord.
The more I read this, I realized that it sounds a great deal like Mary’s
Magnificat that she sang when finding out she was chosen to birth the
Son of God. This psalm praises God no matter what the circumstances
are. Praise for what God can do for those who are in harm’s way and the
assurance that because God reigns, God is there with you.
At Christmas, some people do not feel joyful and uplifted as they are
experiencing hardship or trauma among the Christmas carols and
gatherings. This psalm urges them to praise the Lord because during
problems, we can receive God’s love and the power of the Holy Spirit.
Read this psalm as an urgent call to praise God because praising God is
to live and to live is praising God. What better time to do this than at
Christmas. Let us praise the Lord, O my soul.
Let us pray: O Lord in this season of Advent guide us to continually
praise you and remember that praising you is to live. Amen
Mary Jo Mikulski
Continued from page 19
this fallen world, and sanctify His Kingdom the way our Heavenly
Father always intended!
Only a personal relationship with Jesus can give us the faith it takes to
understand and believe that we are here now for a very specific
purpose! I am still keeping alert to where God leads me on my journey. I
prayed the same prayers as Hannah over 33 years ago while we waited
for our firstborn. The pleading with God to be blessed with the gift of a
child was incessant! The tears through the waiting were common every
month…for 6 years! And the praise from our lips were as meaningful
and joyous as we read in today’s passage! Although our first-born did
not have to be relinquished to the Tabernacle priest, and he is certainly
not a prophet, Christ’s legacy is indeed alive in him - in both of our
children!
And that’s really the “rub”…
We all need to willingly WAIT for the call God gives each of us to reach
the world around us with Christ’s love! Sit in silence, Listen closely,
Pray continuously, Love whole heartedly/unconditionally, Cry when
you have to, Praise Him even if you don’t feel like it! God’s plan to save
the world is in motion…and we are all a part of that plan! Hallelujah!
And AMEN!!!
Heavenly Father, we thank You for loving us so much that You keep
moving in this world toward Your ultimate plan of an eternal Heaven
and Earth, regardless of how much we all sin and fall short from
fulfilling our part of Your Covenant. Lord Jesus, the world awaited
Your arrival for thousands of years; indeed some still await You now!
We, as Your disciples patiently await Your second coming to fulfill the
ultimate act of LOVE! Thank You for giving us a “reason for this
season” as we remember Your process of our Salvation! Help us to
Love like You love Amen!!
Kristen Wells
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December 16
Isaiah 35:1-10
Isaiah 35:1-2
The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad; the desert shall rejoice
and blossom like a crocus; it shall blossom abundantly and rejoice with
joy and singing.
Isaiah 35:8
And a highway shall be there, and it shall be called the Way of Holiness;
the unclean shall not pass over it. It shall belong to those who walk
along the way; even if they are fools, they shall not go astray.
Advent is such a time, a time for anticipation of the coming of Christ our
Savior. It is also such a time for the world to poke at us. It tends to be the
time of year where many folks feel lonelier than ever and lack
connections. The lonely feelings and anxiety get exaggerated with
commercialism and the demands on us to be jolly consumers. I will
admit, that until I began to mature in my understanding of the
Scriptures, I dreaded this time of year and all the pressures that come
with it. But today, I rejoice to the point of being tearful for the precious
promise He has given us that we celebrate.
Isaiah describes the parched land being soothed and nourished and
blossoming. He does not mention rain, though. He only describes the joy
and singing that result in being glad and blooming. I like to think that I
rejoice when I think of the coming of the Lord and His saving Grace.
Those are the feelings I hope to share with others during this time to lift
folks up just as they lift me. Isaiah goes on to describe a highway of
Holiness. This passage has me looking ahead on a journey. I liken this
journey as the one leading to Heaven. We are to travel this highway and
know that the Lord will guide us. Yes, we are waiting on the Lord, but we
are moving towards him as we wait. If you watch any sport that involves
a pass from one player to the next, you often see the more successful
exchange takes place when the recipient of the ball moves towards the
catch. I like to think of the Way of Holiness as a descriptor for us to move
towards the catch. So, while we wait for the Lord, we need to remember
He offers us the opportunity to move towards Him. My hope is that as we
move towards Him, we invite many souls to join us on the way.
Dear Heavenly Father, I come to You with anticipation, not the kind
that leads to anxiety, but rather the anticipation that is filled with joy
from the knowledge of Your Word. Help me to focus on You and come
towards You bringing many of Your children along the way.
In Jesus name, Amen.
Jim Herr
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December 17
Luke 1:39-45
“At that time Mary got ready and hurried to a town in the hill country
of Judea, where she entered Zechariah’s home and greeted Elizabeth.
When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the baby leaped in her womb,
and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit. In a loud voice she
exclaimed: “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the child you
will bear! But why am I so favored, that the mother of my Lord should
come to me? As soon as the sound of your greeting reached my ears, the
baby in my womb leaped for joy. Blessed is she who has believed that
the Lord would fulfill his promises to her!”
Mary Visits Elizabeth/Waiting on the Lord
Waiting on the Lord is not easy for us. We desire to control our daily
schedules, our work, our family, and so on. It is a natural human instinct
for us to fall into the pattern of working on our own time for our own
good. But God knows more than us in all His infinite wisdom and
grace. In this verse I am made aware that although they didn’t know it
yet, God was already at work to overturn the world’s structures and
expectations. He was going to do this through Mary and Elizabeth, two
marginalized women God has chosen to begin the transformation of the
world. Their job was to say “yes” to God and to WAIT on Him to fulfill
His Promises.
* Mary is blessed not only for her status as the mother of the Lord, but
also for her trust in God’s promise. Zechariah the religious professional
doubted God, but Mary the peasant girl believed, and her trust in God’s
word opened the door for God to bless her and to bless the whole world
through her. Mary waited on the Lord.
* Elizabeth celebrates Mary’s willingness to say “yes” to God. Her
response to her miraculous pregnancy emphasizes that God’s grace has
reversed her social status: “This is what the Lord has done for me when
he looked favorably on me and took away the disgrace I have endured
among my people” (Luke 1:25). At long last, in her old age, she is an
honorable married woman, pregnant with her husband’s son. Elizabeth
waited on the Lord.
What is God doing through unexpected people in our society today? How
is waiting on the Lord instead of working on our own time and energy
beneficial to us and to the world? How is God at work through you by
asking you to wait? Will you respond by Waiting on the Lord?
May we, like Elizabeth and Mary, trust and wait on God’s coming to save
and free us. May we, like them, wait on the Lord to move and do His
will. May we give thanks that God works through us in His time to make
big things happen, then respond. May we, like them, become a
community that supports each other as we hope and wait together in the
Lord.
Lord, help us to wait on you and your plans, and help us to be truly
thankful.
Holly Eldredge
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Fourth Week of Advent
December 18
Romans 1:1-7
1 Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle and set
apart for the gospel of God— 2 the gospel he promised beforehand
through his prophets in the Holy Scriptures 3 regarding his Son, who as
to his earthly life[a] was a descendant of David, 4 and who through the
Spirit of holiness was appointed the Son of God in power[b] by his
resurrection from the dead: Jesus Christ our Lord. 5 Through him we
received grace and apostleship to call all the Gentiles to the obedience
that comes from[c] faith for his name’s sake. 6 And you also are among
those Gentiles who are called to belong to Jesus Christ.
7 To

all in Rome who are loved by God and called to be his holy people:
Grace and peace to you from God our Father and from the Lord Jesus
Christ.
Paul tells us in today’s reading that even today God is at work in every
aspect of our lives. He is with us through everything we face. His love for
us is as a father loves his children. A love that surpasses all
understanding.
We can easily get caught up in this holiday season of giving and receiving
gifts. Remember the ultimate gift from God, our Heavenly Father is his
Son, Jesus Christ. Who was sent here to free us from our sins so that we
may have eternal life in his Heavenly Kingdom.
Heavenly Father,
We Pray you will give us eyes to see through the gifts we receive from
friends and family. Eyes that see clearly the person who gave us these
gifts and then through that person into God who is the giver of all gifts we
receive. We Pray for God to help us to share the good news of Jesus with
our friends and family so they too can experience God’s great Fatherly
love for us.
Rochelle Lemieux
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December 19
Psalm 24
Versus 1 & 2
1 The earth is the Lord’s, and everything in it, the world, and all who
live in it; 2 for he founded it on the seas and established it on the
waters.
These verses remind us that GOD created it all! Everything we see, eat,
the animals, the ecosystem, the sun, moon and the sky… AND US! All
this creation works in harmony to sustain life for US!! A GIFT we cannot
repay. There is no other planet that what GOD created this all for us..
Yet we are impatient, selfish, and many times are drawn to sins of greed,
sex, power, status, and self worth. HE put us here to LOVE our fellow
man and to bring others to Christ, not to fall prey to the evil that tempts
us all. But many times we are impatient.
Versus 3-6
3 Who may ascend the mountain of the Lord? Who may stand in his
holy place? 4 The one who has clean hands and a pure heart, who does
not trust in an idol or swear by a false god. 5 They will receive blessing
from the Lord and vindication from God their Savior. 6 Such is the
generation of those who seek him, who seek your face, God of Jacob.
We are all allowed on HIS mountaintop IF we don’t follow false gods or
idol our selfish desires (you can fill YOUR selfish desires here — we all
have them). Know that all that is going on in our world right now can and
will be RIGHTED by GOD. Have faith and patience, be humble and
follow HIM with “clean hands and a pure heart”.
Versus 7-10
7 Lift up your heads, you gates; be lifted up, you ancient doors, that the
King of glory may come in. 8 Who is this King of glory? The Lord strong
and mighty, the Lord mighty in battle. 9 Lift up your heads, you gates;
lift them up, you ancient doors, that the King of glory may come in.
10 Who is he, this King of glory? The Lord Almighty—he is the King of
glory.
The message here is open your eyes to HIS love, God is in control not
you. HIS glory will be worth the wait, as HE is the only path to eternal
life. And bring some others with you!
Heavenly Father, we thank you for being our Creator of all. Teach us to
be patient and fight our selfish desires each day. Help us to stand up to
evil when we see it and to bring others to your love and saving
grace. Amen
Jim & Joanne Hogle
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December 20
Isaiah 52:10-17
“Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign: The virgin will
conceive and give birth to a son, and will call him Immanuel” Verse 14
In light of a busy world, Jesus invaded humanity with a God-sized
announcement. You could focus on so many things with this promise of
the coming savior. You could look at the power of the immaculate
conception. You could focus in the God who wants to be found by giving
seekers a sign. In this chaotic world, Jesus is given a new name. He is
given the name Immanuel which means “God is with us”.

Here is where we should settle our hearts during advent; that Jesus is
God with us. He invaded a broken world — a world that deserved
judgment and rebuke. And what does God provide? He provides
Himself.
Nancy Shaw
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December 21
1 John 4:7-16
7 Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God.
Everyone who loves has been born of God and knows God. 8 Whoever
does not love does not know God, because God is love. 9 This is how God
showed his love among us: He sent his one and only Son into the world
that we might live through him. 10 This is love: not that we loved God,
but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our
sins. 11 Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love one
another. 12 No one has ever seen God; but if we love one another, God
lives in us and his love is made complete in us.
13 This

is how we know that we live in him and he in us: He has given us
of his Spirit. 14 And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent his
Son to be the Savior of the world. 15 If anyone acknowledges that Jesus is
the Son of God, God lives in them and they in God. 16 And so we know
and rely on the love God has for us.
God is love. Whoever lives in love lives in God, and God in them.
Loving Father, you proved Your perfect LOVE by sending your only Son
to earth. You gave Him the directive to live a life of a human being with
all the consequences. And He did have that human life: being born,
growing up in a loving family, having a fulfilling life with friends and
fulfilling Your Word. Oh, how He showed that He returned that love that
you showered on Him back to You by obeying your command. You loved
your Son, and You loved the humans you created. I can’t imagine the
magnitude of that love but am in awe of Your compassion and the
sacrifice that would occur. During this glorious Christmas season may we
show that example of Your love and caring in everything that we do, in
every action we take and in every encounter we make. We pray that we
can touch the lives of others especially those who do not see love in this
world. We pray that we can be Your instrument in giving hope and love
to everyone we encounter this Christmas season and that we have the
courage to continue loving as You commanded us. In your holy Name.
Amen.
Gary and Risë Helgemo
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December 22
Isaiah 52:7-10 (New International Reader’s Version)
7 What a beautiful sight it is to see messengers coming with good news!
How beautiful to see them coming down from the mountains with a
message about peace!
How wonderful it is when they bring the good news that we are
saved!
How wonderful when they say to Zion, Your God rules!”
8 Listen! Those on guard duty are shouting out the message. With their
own eyes they see the Lord returning to Zion. So they shout for joy.
9 Burst into songs of joy together, you broken-down buildings in
Jerusalem. The Lord has comforted his people. He has set Jerusalem
free.
10 The Lord will use the power of his holy arm to save his people. All the
nations will see him do it. Everyone from one end of the earth to the
other will see it.
As we prepare for celebrating Jesus’ birthday, we are comforted with
these words. They paint beautiful pictures in our minds of our Savior’s
return to us. Sometimes the events of the world around us cause us to be
concerned and feel unsafe and unsure of our future. But His Word
assures that our Lord has saved us with His holy and infinite power and
we can joyfully share His promise with others.
Just recently, we made a trip to see the fall colors in Wisconsin and
Michigan. The glory of God’s creation was revealed to us constantly
during this trip. We could not stop telling each other to look at the
amazing beauty and grandeur of God’s artistry in the scenery and fall
colors all around us. Pure joy filled our spirits and we thanked God for
allowing us to experience His love for us in this way. We took hundreds
of pictures to capture the memories and were excited to share His beauty
with our friends and family.
We have all experienced these God moments in our lives. They cause us
to stop and take it in. We feel so close to God as He affirms He is in
control and shares His love, peace and comfort with us. He allows us to
experience perhaps a glimpse of what Heaven will be like from our
human perspective. We can rejoice that we are continually given
opportunities to share His blessings with others on our sojourn here on
earth.
Dear Jesus,
Thank you for saving us, and for continually showing us your love
through your beautiful creation. Help us see how we can share all the
blessings, joy and love you have given us with others. Amen.
Jeff and Carol Warning
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December 23
Psalm 2
“I will proclaim the decree of the LORD: He said to me, “You are my
Son; today I have become your Father. Ask of me, and I will make the
nations your inheritance, the ends of the earth your possession.” Psalm
2:7-8
The Eternal Sonship of Jesus
This Psalm was written to celebrate the coronation of an Israelite king,
but it also pertains to the coronation of Christ, the eternal King.
As I try to unravel this in the context of Advent, it seems prophetic. This
verse was written 1000 to 500 years before Jesus was born. It was
written by King David presumably and was written for a future or
neighboring King to be reverent in his respect to God and rule with
righteousness.
I see this theme happening three times in the Bible. Once here, again
before Jesus born and then again when He is tested in the wilderness.
Before Jesus is born, the angel Gabriel visits Mary and says something
similar to Psalm 2.
“The angel said to her, “Don’t be afraid, Mary; God has shown you his
grace. Listen! You will become pregnant and give birth to a son, and you
will name him Jesus. He will be great and will be called the Son of the
Most High. The Lord God will give Him the throne of King David, His
ancestor. He will rule over Israel forever, and His kingdom will never
end.” Luke 1:30-33
Finally, Jesus is tested in the wilderness by evil itself, and the question
about who can give authority and glory to the kingdoms of the world is
answered with a response worthy of a King.
“…Jesus answered, “It is written in the Scriptures: ‘Worship the Lord
your God and serve Him only.’” Luke 4:8
I think Mary was the model of how we should act at this time of good
news and uncertainty. She could only react to the news, but we are able
to benefit from her account. She surrendered to the spirit and submitted
to the Lord’s will. She prepared her heart, mind and body to allow God
into her life.
In a similar way, we should allow Christ to be the rightful King of our
hearts and lives.
The fulfillment of Psalm 2 will “make the nations prove, the glories of his
righteousness” when Jesus comes again. Jesus was given the knowledge
of being the Son of God. His responses prove his worthiness to be a King
for eternity. As it was written 1000 years before his birth, someone will
write about his return when he comes again, to inherit the blessed
nations that take refuge in Him.
Dear God, We are so grateful for the gift You have provided in sending
Your Son to establish His kingdom on Earth. Give us a moment to reflect
on the amazing gift of Jesus being born. Help us to model the ways of
Christ and fulfill your purpose. Amen.

The Robbins Family
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December 24
Hebrews 1:1-6
Here it is Christmas Eve, and when we signed up to write our Advent
devotion, we expected the reading would come from Luke’s beautiful and
familiar story of the birth of Christ that we know so well and delights
heart and soul each and every year. We were so surprised that our
Christmas Eve reading would come from Hebrews. Hebrews is so
different from the other books of the New Testament. It is not a Gospel or
an Epistle or an apocalyptic end of times book like Revelation. Instead it
is a sermon. The writer of Hebrews has a message that he wants to
convey and that message is how much God has loved His creation and
His people and the lengths He has gone to share that love with them!
For the last year we have had the joy of our daughter and her husband
and our two grandsons living with us. I have watched and listened as they
have shared non stop communication with their sons. Sometimes it is
words of encouragement, other times it is a word of reprimand, and often
they communicate with a hug. They are doing everything they can to
communicate their love to their sons.
Since the beginning of time, God has spoken to us through the prophets
to share His love, to call us back when we have strayed, and to remind us
how much He wants to live in relation with us. But we were deaf to God's
voice. We didn't hear what God was trying to say to us. God has been
trying to communicate His message to us but we aren't getting it. But
rather than give up in frustration, God thought of a way to share His love
in a way we can understand. So He sends His very own Son. That is the
miracle of Christmas. That is the miracle of the message.
In Hebrews we hear of the miracle of this message from God: "Long ago
God spoke to the fathers by the prophets at different times and in
different ways. In these last days, He has spoken to us by His Son. God
has appointed Him heir of all things and made the universe through
Him." God sent Jesus to communicate His message in a way that we can
understand so that we can know Him and draw near to Him!
In the Jesus Christ, God revealed Himself directly to us. Certainly God
revealed Himself through the words spoken by Jesus, and also through
His healings, but He did more than that. Jesus Christ is the living, divine
Son of God. John's Gospel describes Jesus as the Word becoming flesh
and living among us. If you want to know what God is like, look at Jesus!
The miracle of the message is not just the fact that God speaks to us
today through His Son, but that the message has the power to transform
our lives. Christmas is the celebration of the greatest message ever
proclaimed. God is with us. God came near so that we could draw near to
Him. The miracle of the message is that God is in Christ reconciling the
world to Himself. Jesus came so that God could reveal Himself and His
plan to us in a way that we could understand. Jesus came to proclaim
God's message that we can be set free from sin's hold on our lives.
But in the midst of it all, there is another message. "Nothing whatsoever
can ever separate you from my love.” I am your Immanuel – always with
you and always for you." The miracle of Christmas is the miracle of the
message — God loves you and me! Are you listening? Believe the message
God is speaking to you, and your life will never be the same!
Pastor Doug & Terri Gast
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Christmas Day
December 25
John 1:1-15
“And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we
have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father,
full of grace and truth.” John 1:14 (Revised Standard Version)
My friends, this is one of the most profound sentences ever written
because it’s all about one of the most profound mysteries in history; that
God’s Son, through whom all things were created, became God and
man. It’s mind-blowing and mind-boggling that God can be three distinct
persons, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit with “the Word” here being the
Son, Jesus Christ. It’s like someone giving you the most beautiful and
costly jewel in the world at Christmas, but it’s wrapped in plain brown
paper. Yes, Jesus came to save us, but he was wrapped in swaddling
clothes in a manger. Can there be anything more profound?
Yes, Jesus was the greatest Christmas present ever. He didn’t come to
terrorize or to condemn us. He came to save us, to give us life in place of
death, and to give comfort, joy, peace, and forgiveness not despair or
doom. He can’t be found under a tree but on a tree, the tree of the cross.
His sacrifice there set us free from sin, death, and Satan.

“And the Word became flesh and dw elt am o ng us” is also
translated: “the Word tabernacles among us” because the word “dwelt” is
the same used in the Old Testament to refer to the tabernacle as God’s
dwelling. It was a big tent that Israel took with them on their Promised
Land journey. God was present in it to guard and guide, to forgive their
sins, and to hear their prayers. For us, Jesus is Immanuel, God with us,
living in our hearts by faith.
“And we have seen his glory, glory as
of the only Son from the Father, full
of grace and truth.” John wrote this
because he saw Jesus’ transfigured glory
and saw him glorified mysteriously on the
cross. He even saw Jesus’ glory when he
rose from the dead. We see Jesus now with
the eyes of faith since the Holy Spirit
worked faith in us through the gospel. But
one day we’ll see him face-to-face! What a
glorious day to wait for! Amen???
HAVE A BLESSED CHRISTMAS!!!
Pastor Dave Hill
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HAVE A BLESSED NEW YEAR!

Good People of Bethel,
Our Advent journey for 2022 is
all about exploring the theme
“Wait Upon the Lord.” And
the devotions in this booklet
do an awesome job at focusing
our hearts and minds on how
we wait.

2023

We know that Jesus is the greatest person who ever lived. That He
lived a perfect life and was powerful and wise. That He, on the cross,
endured death like a lamb but devoured it like a lion. So, His prayer
for, and the ultimate goal for our lives, is for us to bask in His glorious
presence both now and forever.
It is our hope that these devotions help you to know that His first
coming was one that ended in a death that showed His awesome power
because no one took His life—He laid it down. And it is our hope that
these devotions help you to know that His resurrection established His
authority over all the universe and won eternal life for us.
Now we wait for His second coming. It will show His awesome rule
because He’ll come in His own time and in His own way. In fact, the
Bible says that He’ll come in glory with angels with Him (Matthew
25:31). For many, it’ll be dreadful! But for we who love Him, it will
be glorious because He’ll appear and will take we who love and serve
Him to heaven. Yes, it will be glorious!
So, as we make resolutions for 2023 to faithfully come to worship and
to faithfully live out our lives of faith in our neighborhoods, schools,
and workplaces, we can lift our eyes and our voices to the Lord, and do
that beyond our many hurdles and hopes, and pray for Him to return:
Savior of the nations, come!

Pastor Dave Hill
& Pastor Doug Gast

20650 Cumberland Road
Noblesville, IN 46062
317.773.4315
www.BethelLutheranChurch.com
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