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TO OUR VISITORS - In the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, we bid you welcome.  May the 

Holy Spirit bless you, together with us, as we give our attention to the Word of God this morning. *** 

Please sign the GUEST REGISTER [please also include your address] in the NARTHEX as you leave  

the church. 

 

HOLY COMMUNION STATEMENT AND POLICY: It is our expressed belief, confidence and 

joy that the true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, present under the bread and wine, are 

distributed in the Lord’s Supper.  All who commune at His altar are to be in complete confessional 

agreement with the other communicants.  This practice of Closed Communion is an evangelical 

expression of our love for the communicant and for Christ’s Holy Supper.  In accordance with the 

Word of God in 1 Corinthians 1:10; 11:27-29, we only permit members of this congregation, as well as 

members of fellow Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod congregations, to commune today.  If your 

membership is with a different faith group, so that you have a belief which differs from our belief and 

confession on Holy Communion, then we kindly ask you in love to refrain from communing today and 

first speak with Pastor or an Elder.  Members of our congregation who wish to commune are asked to 

sign the communion registration sheet in the Narthex.  

 

OUR WORSHIP THIS MORNING 

THE ORDER OF HOLY COMMUNION - PAGE 15 IN THE FRONT OF THE HYMNAL. 

(Our visitors are asked to please read and honor our communion statement above.) 
 

SILENT PRAYER upon entering the nave: Loving heavenly Father!  I have come to hear your holy 

Word that makes the soul righteous.  So then, put Your Holy Spirit in my heart that I may accept Your  

Gospel with awe and truly believe it.  Amen. 

*********************************************************************************** 

http://www.trinity-stjames.org/


SUMMARY OF TODAY’S SCRIPTURE READINGS – 
THE BAPTISM OF OUR LORD 

 

In His Baptism, Jesus Takes His Place with Sinners  Our Lord Jesus is baptized “to fulfill all righteousness.” 
(Matthew 3:13-17)  He partakes of a Baptism for sinners in order that He might be our substitute and bear the 
judgment we deserve.  In the water, Jesus trades places with us. Our sin becomes His sin.  His righteousness 
becomes our righteousness.  Our glory, therefore, is in “Christ Jesus, Who became to us righteousness and 
sanctification and redemption.” (1 Corinthians 1:26-31)  Jesus is the Chosen One sent from the Father to release us 
from the prison house of sin and death. (Isaiah 42:1-7)  Baptized into Christ, we also become the chosen ones, 
beloved of the Father.  We cross the Jordan with Jesus through death into the promised land of new life with God. 
(lcms.org/lectionary-summaries) 
 

READING FROM THE LUTHERAN CONFESSIONS 
 

Summary: Holy Baptism is not of human origin or invention.  Neither is it merely suggested by God in Holy Scripture or optional for 
the Christian faith.  Through Baptism, God does nothing less than deliver the baptized from sin, death and the power of the devil, 
bestowing forgiveness of sin, faith and eternal life upon us.  
 

In the first place, here stand God’s commandment and institution, lest we doubt that Baptism is Divine, not devised 
nor invented by men. For as truly as I can say, no man has spun the Ten Commandments, the Creed, and the 
Lord’s Prayer out of his head, but they are revealed and given by God Himself, so also I can boast that Baptism is 
no human trifle, but instituted by God Himself.  It is most solemnly and strictly commanded that we must be 
baptized or we cannot be saved, lest anyone regard it as a trifling matter.  We must esteem Baptism excellent, 
glorious, and exalted, for which we contend and fight chiefly, because the world is now so full of sects clamoring 
that Baptism is an external thing, and that external things are of no benefit.  But God’s Word and command 
institute, establish, and confirm Baptism.  What God institutes and commands cannot be a vain, but must be a most 
precious thing, though in appearance it were of less value than a straw.  If until now people could consider it a great 
thing when the Pope with his letters and bulls dispensed indulgences and confirmed altars and Churches,          
solely because of the letters and seals, we ought to esteem Baptism much more highly and more precious,     
because God has commanded it, and, besides, it is performed in His Name.  For these are the words, “Go therefore 
and baptize.” (Mt. 28:19) However, not in your name, but in the Name of God. (bookofconcord.org; Large Catechism, 
Baptism, Paragraph 6) 
 

*********************************************************************************** 
 

† IN THE NAME OF JESUS † 
 

PRE-SERVICE MUSIC 
 

RINGING OF THE BELL (CALL TO WORSHIP) 
 

WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

OPENING HYMN: ♫ 134 
 

REMEMBRANCE OF BAPTISM & CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
PASTOR: In the Name of the Father and of the † Son and of the Holy Spirit. (Matthew 18:20; 28:19b)   
CONGREGATION: Amen. 
 

P: Dearly beloved, Christ our Lord says in the last chapter of Matthew, “All authority in heaven and on earth has 
been given to Me.  Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the Name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit.” (Matthew 28:18-19)  In the last chapter of Mark our Lord promises, “Whoever 
believes and is baptized will be saved.” (Mark 16:16)  And the Apostle Peter has written, “Baptism now saves you.” 
(1 Peter 3:21) 
 

The Word of God also teaches that we are all conceived and born sinful and are under the power of the devil until 
Christ claims us as His own.  We would be lost forever unless delivered from sin, death and everlasting 
condemnation. But the Father of all mercy and grace has sent His Son Jesus Christ, Who atoned for the sin of the 
whole world, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life. 
 



P: Saints of God, do you this day in the presence of God and of this congregation acknowledge the gifts –                     
the forgiveness of sins, rescue from death and the devil and eternal salvation – that He has given you in your 
Baptism? 
C: Yes, I do. 
 

P: Do you renounce the devil? 
C: Yes, I renounce him. 
 

P: Do you renounce all his works and ways? 
C: Yes, I renounce them. 
 

P: Do you confess to almighty God that you are a poor, miserable sinner?   
C: Yes. 
 

P: Do you confess to our merciful Father that you have sinned against Him in though, word and deed?   
C: Yes. 
 

P: Do you confess that you justly deserve His present and eternal punishment?   
C: Yes. 
 

P: Do you believe that our Lord Jesus Christ died for you and she His blood for you on the cross for the 
forgiveness of all your sins?   
C: Yes. 
 

P: Do you pray God, for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of His beloved Son, to be 
gracious and merciful to you?   
C: Yes. 
 

P: Finally, do you believe that my forgiveness is God’s forgiveness?   
C: Yes. 
 

P: Let it be done for you as you believe.   
 

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins.  As a called 
and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I forgive you all your sins in the Name of the Father and of    
the † Son and of the Holy Spirit.   
C: Amen. 
 

P: Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, Who has given you the new birth of water and of the Spirit 
and has forgiven you all your sins, strengthen you with His grace to life † everlasting.  
C: Amen. 
P: Peace † be with you.  
C: Amen. 
 

SERVICE OF THE WORD [PAGE 16 TO 23/FRONT OF HYMNAL]  
 

INTROIT (ENTRANCE INTO THE SERVICE OF THE WORD) 
P: Behold the Lord, the Ruler, has come, and the kingdom and the power and the glory are in His hand.  I have 
found David, My servant; with My holy oil I have anointed Him.  I will sing of the steadfast love of the Lord, 
forever; with My mouth I will make known Your faithfulness to all generations.  He shall cry to Me, “You are My 
Father, My God, and the Rock of My salvation.”  And I will make Him the firstborn, the highest of all the kings of 
the earth.  My steadfast love I will keep for Him forever, and My covenant will stand firm for Him. (Psalm 89:1, 20, 
26-28, Liturgical text) 
C: ♫ Glory be to the Father…. 
 

COLLECT (PRAYER) OF THE DAY 
P: Father in heaven, at the Baptism of Jesus Christ in the Jordan River You proclaimed Him Your beloved Son and 
anointed Him with the Holy Spirit.  Make all of us who are baptized in His Name faithful to our calling as Your 
children and inheritors with Him of everlasting life; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, Who lives and reigns 
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C: ♫ Amen. 
 

 



SCRIPTURE LESSONS: OLD TESTAMENT LESSON – ISAIAH 42:1-7 
P: 1 Behold My Servant, Whom I uphold, My Chosen, in Whom My soul delights; I have put My Spirit upon Him;              
He will bring forth justice to the nations.  2 He will not cry aloud or lift up His voice, or make it heard in the street;    
3 He will not break a bruised reed, and He will not quench a faintly burning wick; He will faithfully bring forth 
justice.  4 He will not grow faint or be discouraged till He has established justice in the earth; and the coastlands wait 
for His law.  5 Thus says God, the Lord, Who created the heavens and stretched them out, Who spread out the earth 
and what comes from it, Who gives breath to the people on it and spirit to those who walk in it: 6 “I am the 
Lord;    I have called You in righteousness; I will take You by the hand and keep You; I will give You as a covenant 
for the people, a light for the nations, 7 to open the eyes that are blind, to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon, 
from the prison those who sit in darkness. 
 

P: This is the Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

RESPONSIVE READING OF THE SMALL CATECHISM (SEE HALF-PAGE INSERT) 
 

EPISTLE LESSON – 1 CORINTHIANS 1:26-31 
P: 26 For consider your calling, brothers: not many of you were wise according to worldly standards, not many were 
powerful, not many were of noble birth. 27 But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God 
chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong; 28 God chose what is low and despised in the world, 
even things that are not, to bring to nothing things that are, 29 so that no human being might boast in the presence 
of God.  30 And because of Him you are in Christ Jesus, Who became to us Wisdom from God, Righteousness 
and Sanctification and Redemption, 31 so that, as it is written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.” 
 

P: This is the Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

TRIPLE HALLELUJAH AND READING OF THE GOSPEL LESSON 
C: ♫ Hallelujah!  Hallelujah!  Hallelujah! 
 

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 3rd chapter. 
C: ♫ Glory be to Thee, O Lord! 
 

MATTHEW 3:13-17 
P: 13 Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to John, to be baptized by him. 14 John would have prevented 
Him, saying, “I need to be baptized by You, and do You come to me?” 15 But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so 
now, for thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he consented. 16 And when Jesus was baptized,     
immediately He went up from the water, and behold, the heavens were opened to Him, and he saw the Spirit of 
God descending like a dove and coming to rest on Him; 17 and behold, a voice from heaven said, “This is My 
beloved Son, with Whom I am well pleased.” 
 

P: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C: ♫ Praise be to Thee, O Christ! 
 

NICENE CREED (CONFESSION OF FAITH) [PAGE 22] 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY – ♫ AS THOU, LORD, DID’ST COME TO JORDAN [SUNG TO 226] 
1. As Thou, Lord, did’st come to Jordan to fulfill all righteousness that Thy death might win our pardon 
and Thy life our lives might bless; grant that as we see Thee there we Thy righteousness may share. 
 

2. There, Lord, Thou did’st come as sinners to receive the cleansing pour; and whilst they did find 
forgiveness Thou didst fill forgiveness’ store: taking on our duty there, that we righteousness may wear. 
 

3. What the Father had commanded Thou, O Christ, did’st well fulfill – all against which we offended –            
that the Father’s wrath be stilled.  For Thou heard’st the prophet’s cry and well-pleased our God on high. 
 

4. Thus He did Himself then speak it of His true beloved Son; righteousness for all who seek it which His 
death for us hath won.  Since the Son did’st take our place us the Father doth embrace!  Amen.   
 

5. Glory to th’ almighty Father sing we with the heav’nly host; Glory to the great Redeemer, glory to the 
Holy Ghost; Three in One and One Three, Thro’-out all eternity.  Amen. (E.J. Stefanski, 1995, Matthew 3:13-
17) 
 



SERMON: CHRIST IS BAPTIZED FOR YOU; YOU’RE BAPTIZED INTO CHRIST, MATT. 3:13-17  
“This is My Beloved Son, with Whom I Am well-pleased.” (Mt. 3:17)  Amen. 

Dear saints of God baptized in the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen.  Praise God from Whom 
all blessings flow for the precious, saving gift of Holy Baptism!  Rev. Luther called Baptism the “Royal Sacrament” 
since it makes royalty of us all.  No, not earthly royalty – which, as we see in the British Royal family, is a royal  
mess – but heavenly royalty!  You’re true, godly royalty since you’ve been baptized into Jesus’ death and 
resurrection.  You’re justified by faith alone in Jesus Christ Who is “King of kings and Lord of lords, [Who] shall reign 
forever and ever.]” (Hallelujah Chorus, Handel’s Messiah” 
 

In Holy Baptism, “[God] saved [you], not by the righteous deeds [you have] done, but according to His mercy, through the washing of 
regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit, Who He poured out on [you] richly through Jesus Christ [your] Savior, so that, being 
justified by His grace, [you] are heirs according to the hope of eternal life.” (Titus 3:5-7)  God loves to wash you who are filthy 
and unholy, making you as pure and as holy as can be.  “Christ loved the Church and gave Himself up for her, that He might 
sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with the Word, so that He might present the Church to Himself in splendor, 
without spot or wrinkle, that she might be holy and without blemish.” (Eph. 5:25-27)  St. Paul comforts you who naturally fear 
death and the grave, saying that you’ve already died with Christ to sin, death and the grave: “All of [you who] have been 
baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into His death.  [You] were buried therefore with Him by Baptism into death, in order that, 
just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, [you] too might walk in newness of life.” (Rom. 6:3-4)  And St. 
Peter bluntly says, “Baptism now saves you.” (1 Pet. 3:21) 
 

And so, what true, everlasting comfort this saving bath gives to conscience-stricken sinners like you and me!         
Which begs the question, if Baptism is for the remission or taking away of sins, why did our holy, sinless Lord Jesus 
receive Baptism in the Jordan River at the hand of John the Baptist?  Since Baptism definitely saves the baptized 
from sin, death, devil and hell, why would our Savior – of all people – need to step down into its waters?   
 

O baptized saints, hear three reasons why it was absolutely necessary for your Redeemer to be baptized for you!  
First, though He Himself was without sin as our Holy God, Jesus nevertheless came to identify with us sinners.  
Secondly, Jesus’ Baptism began His holy ministry of bringing new life and salvation to the world.  It was His 
commissioning, His being sent forth by God to bear the sins of many and to justify us or render us holy and 
righteous unto the Father.  Thirdly, our Lord’s Baptism blesses us to follow Him: to be baptized and to live out our 
lives in the grace of Baptism. 
 

As much as a collapsed, heart-stopped football player desperately needs CPR and a defibrillator to get his heart 
beating again; as critical as the need is for a skydiver’s backup parachute to deploy when his primary chute fails to 
open, how much more do we need God’s beyond-precious, saving gift of Holy Baptism every day of our lives!      
All the killing, damning sins we daily commit, all the wrongs we’re so very guilty of – the awfulness of it all 
translates into our failure to do what we should as God’s people: to rightly keep all the Commandments of His Holy 
Law all the time. Instead, we violate His divine will.  All our unholy anger, impatience, doubt, fear and desires of the 
flesh sink us into the depths as we desecrate the holiness of God by them. 
 

Which is why God pulls away the curtain for us so that we see just how wrong-headed and hearted we are, and that 
there’s nothing left for us to do but despair of our sins!  We can’t hide or get rid of our trespasses and ills.  We can 
only be rescued from them by nail-pierced hands of our Savior.  Look at how God the Son, in coming to dwell 
amongst us as a man, gets into the grit and grime with us.  He doesn’t do so in order to join in with us in our 
misdeeds.  He steps down with us into Baptismal waters in order to pull us up from the depths of our woe.          
To deliver us unto what’s good!  When Jesus dines with sinners and tax collectors, He first calls them to repent of 
their sins of selfishness and cheating, of immorality and cynicism.  In love He leads them to cast all their sins on 
Him and trust in Him as their sin-Bearer.  As a result, they have true faith in God and a genuine love for others – 
even those who think of them as nothing.  Jesus gives them peace with God!  Does He not give you the very same 
thing in your Baptism?  You bet He does!   
 

Lay all your sins on Jesus, “the spotless Lamb of God.” (TLH 652:1)  Confess your resentment of others to God,                        
your impatience to wait on Him and His timing, your doubting Him, your fear that He’s not always good to you,    
and your living according to the flesh and not the Spirit.  
 

Jesus is baptized and is crucified to help and save you from all this and more.  He heals your wounded heart –    
hurt as it is by a guilty conscience, the pain others have caused you and the troubles of life.  Your Lord Jesus, in His 



sacred Word, in Holy Baptism and Holy Communion, takes away your resentment, He helps you to wait on Him –    
expecting all good things from Him, and He assists you in leading a chaste and descent life.   
 

People of God, your Savior steps down with you into Baptismal waters and identifies with you there so that you 
also identify with Him in His righteousness, which He makes yours by faith! 
 

In His Baptism, our beloved Savior is commissioned by God on high to seek and to save lost, condemned people 
like you and me – to deliver us unto God by His death!  When God the Father says, “This is My beloved Son, in Whom 
I am well-pleased,” (Mt. 3:17) He’s saying that He’s well-pleased to save us only through the life and sacrificial death of 
His dearly-beloved Son.  So He’s sending forth His Son to be our Savior with His divine approval.  No one but 
Jesus is authorized by God to be your Redeemer from sin, the grave and the woes of hell.  The Father is also saying 
something very clearly to you from heaven.  You who are troubled, fearful that you’re too-far separated from God 
by your guilt to reach Him or to be reached by Him – do not fear!  You don’t ever have to reach God.   He has 
already reached out to you and has taken hold of you as His dearly-beloved child in Jesus!  Since God is well-pleased 
with His Son, and since you believe in Jesus, God is well-pleased with you too! 
 

Jesus says, “No one has greater love than this, that he lay down his life for his friends,” (Jn. 15:13)  Only He could and did lay 
down His life in love for His friends – all His faithful ones – to deliver us from death and hell.   Yet we can and are 
to sacrifice ourselves for the good of others, to help them in their need.  Our Lord also says, “Just as I have loved you, 
you also are to love one another.” (Jn. 13:13)  We, who are loved by God have been saved by Him to love one another – 
and so we do!   
 

We’re never to stop imitating Jesus, especially when it comes to Baptism.  Just as Jesus is always faithful to His 
Father and to us, so we’re to remain faithful to Him and to the covenant of our Baptism all our days.  But don’t we 
fall short in our faithfulness to God and to our Baptismal covenant?  We do.  Yet we should not lose heart and be 
dejected.  We must confess that we haven’t always lived up to the vows we’ve made to God: to have nothing 
whatsoever to do with the devil and all his works and ways; to be steadfastly, entirely devoted to the Lord our God.  
But we must all the more so take comfort in the blessed truth that our Savior Jesus stepped into the Jordan River to 
be baptized for us, to take upon Himself all our spiritual and moral failures – carrying them all the way to the cross 
for us.  As He bore all our sins in His body on the tree for us, He also suffered the condemnation of the Law of 
God in our place, so that it punished and crushed Him rather than us.  Our Baptism into Christ erases our 
unfaithfulness to God – our transgressions against Him – for good!  Jesus reconciles us to His heavenly Father and 
ours! 
 

All praise to God the Holy Trinity: The Father, Who speaks approvingly of His eternally-begotten Son, and also of 
us by virtue of our faith in Christ; the Son, Who’s baptized for us; and the Holy Spirit, Who descends upon the 
Lord Jesus and opens heaven for us by descending upon us too – in our own Baptisms!  Amen.  The peace of God, 
which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen. 
 

OFFERTORY (ANTHEM PRECEEDING THE OFFERING OF TITHES) [PAGES 22-23] 
OFFERING 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
P: O God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit, one God in three Persons, according to Your good 
grace and pleasure, we renew the covenant of our Holy Baptism, this day and for all times renouncing the devil,      
all his wicked works and ways – together with the wretched ways of the world and of our sinful flesh.                   
We consecrate ourselves anew to You, O Father, O Son, O Holy Spirit – in body and in soul, and we commit to 
You our life-long and eternal spiritual welfare, and that of our loved ones.   
 

O God, our Father, we fully entrust ourselves to Your care, grace, love and truth.  
 

O Jesus, our Redeemer, we clothe ourselves with Your saving merits, with Your precious blood, holy wounds and 
blessed Communion.   
 

O Holy Spirit, our Sanctifier and Comforter, we wholly entrust ourselves to Your guidance, power, light and 
comfort.  
 

Holy Triune God, You are ours, we our Yours; You are our Father, we are Your children; You are our Shepherd,     
we are Your sheep; You are our Lord, we are You own dear ones.  O Lord our God, how can we sufficiently thank 
You that You have consented to raise us up as wretched sinners to be your blessed Christians by means of Holy 



Baptism – that gracious washing of regeneration!  O keep and preserve us in this state of grace even unto death.  
Grant, we pray, that the firm knowledge that we are Your children may always be our comfort against Satan, sin and 
death.  May we always value our membership in Your family, the Church, more highly than all worldly honor;            
may we always be found faithful to our justifying faith in Your Word; may we always conform our lives to Your 
commandments and in the end die a Christian death.  Grant this, O Lord God, by the power of the Holy Spirit and 
for the sake of Your dear Son, Jesus Christ.  All honor, glory and thanks be to You, O Triune God, forever and 
ever!  
P: Amen. 
 

P: Comfort, O God, with Your Holy Spirit all who are in trouble, want, sickness, physical or mental anguish, peril 
of death, or any other adversity: _______, that, among the many changes of this world, their hearts may be fixed 
where true joys are found.  Grant healing, in accordance with Your good and gracious will, and strengthen them in 
faith, that they may persevere until You grant them healing and wholeness in heaven.  In Jesus’ Name we pray.  
C: Amen. 
 

SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT OF THE ALTAR [PAGES 24-31] 
 

PROPER PREFACE (LORD’S SUPPER OPENING PRAYER)  
P: It is truly, good, right and salutary that we should at all times and places gives thanks to You, holy Lord,          
almighty Father everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord; for at His Baptism Your voice from heaven 
revealed Him as Your beloved Son, and the Holy Spirit descended on Him, confirming Him to be the Christ.  
Therefore with angels and archangels and with the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious Name, 
evermore praising You and saying: 
 

COMMUNION HYMNS: ♫ 314 & 375 
 

CLOSING HYMN: ♫ 298 
 

† TO GOD ALONE BE THE GLORY † 
 

*********************************************************************************** 
 

OUR ATTENDANCE FROM LAST SUNDAY 

    Worship Comm. S.S. & B.C.    Offerings 

Trinity                                       29                24                            10        $2,105.00 

St. James                                   61                41                  8        11        $1,164.00 

Sunday Offerings–Trinity, Fedor 

   Operating Building Missions Cemetery Week 

Goal     2,978.00              

Actual                         2,485.00                                490.00                                 2 

Last Week                   1,965.00                               140.00                                                                  

Sunday Offerings–St. James, Lexington 

   Operating         Mission    Future Development       Total          Week 

Goal                           4,917.28                                                                     4,917.28           

Actual                        3,425.00                                                                     3,425.00           2 

Last Week                  1,164.00                                                                     1,164.00 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
THIS WEEK 

WEDNESDAY            9:00AM: Quilting (St. James) 

    3:30PM: Week Day School 
THURSDAY          10:00AM: Joint Bible Study (at St. James) 

FRIDAY                                           +Pastor’s Day Off                                                          

*********************************************************************************** 

FOR YOUR INFORMATION 

+++We remember in our prayers:…at Holy Trinity…Frank Newkirk, Alleen Winkler, Al 



Cain, Dorothy Schimank, Monroe Brade, Donna Moerbe, Margaret Richter, Carolyn 
Nitsche, Andrew Richter (currently residing at Oakland Manor in Giddings), Connie DeHart 

[wife of Mickey DeHart (Holy Trinity), Michelle Holmes [sister-in-law of Paul & Meloney 

Tucker (Holy Trinity)];…at St. James…Ryan Jatzlau, Holt Brockenbush, Ronnie Iselt, 

Egor Raines, W. O. Exner, Genell Boettcher, Tom Kleinschmidt, David Roensch, Lucas 
Raines, Ernest Biehle, Charles Kaiser, Ginger Clifford, Doug Wheeler, Charles 
Patschke, Walter Dube Jr., Lorine Lerche, Tom Kollhaus [husband of Diane Pelham- 

Kollhaus (St. James)], Levi Dube [grandson of Walter Jr. & Sherry Dube (St. James)], Carole 
Heller [mother of Juanita Clifford (St. James); Scott Husband [son of Sherwood & Janet 

Frosch (St. James)], Amber Brockenbush [friend and relative of St. James members], Elton 
“Sonkey” Walther [father of Felicia Poston (St. James)], Bethany Behrens Lara [friend of 

St. James members], Tim Kleinschmidt [brother of Tom Kleinschmidt (St. James) and friend 

of members] and all of our sick and shut-ins. 

***THANK-YOU FROM PASTOR…On behalf of my family, I wish to express our heart-felt thanks 

to both congregations for their generous Christmas gifts, as well as Holy Trinity’s Ladies Aid 

and St. James’ LWML for their kind gifts. ~ Pastor 

+++st. james…Work-day is scheduled for Saturday, March 11, beginning at 8:00am.  Make plans 

now to come and join us...your HELP is appreciated! 

***ST. JAMES LWML will be updating their Altar Guild schedule and want to hear from any and all 

ladies [adolescent young ladies, men?] who are interested in helping wash the communion ware 

on a once a year (unless you are willing to help more often!) and once a month basis.  We also 

would like to hear from you if you are currently on our schedule and feel you are unable to help 

or would prefer a different month.  Please contact either Brittney Brockenbush or Sandra Lay 

and as always, we certainly appreciate each of you and your dedication to help..bless you!!! 

+++THANK YOUS…from the janitor-My sincere thanks to St. James congregation for the 

Christmas gift and appreciated the thoughtfulness in remembering me at this special time! 

-Teresa…from the organists-We express our sincere thanks and appreciation for the 

Christmas gift from the congregation.  Your generosity and thoughtfulness means so much! 

-Daniel, Dorothy, and Kevin…from the secretary-I truly thank both congregations, the LWML, 

and the Ladies Aid for their kindness, thoughtfulness, and generosity of the Christmas gifts that 

were given to me.  It is a blessing and joy to work for you and be a part of our churches.  May 

God bless each of you with His unending love always!-Sandy 

***POINSETTIAS: St. James…please pick up your poinsettias after the service today.  They are in the 

hallway next to the offices and again many thanks to everyone!!! 

+++St. James Finance Board…is divided into 2 groups serving every other month…beginning 

(January, March, etc.) are:  Rodney Exner, Ferman Iselt, Zachary Lay, Patrick Jatzlau… 

beginning (February, April, etc.) are:  Jeremy Brown, Eugene Jenke, Tom Kleinschmidt, Victor 

Yurk.   Thanks! 

***SUNDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY FOR CHRISTMAS & EARLY EPIPHANY…We 

continue to pause our Bible study on the Book of Daniel for Christmas and the first part of 

Epiphany  in order to learn about the Prophet Isaiah’s proclamation of Christ coming and 

blessed birth for us as our Savior.  Join us at Fedor at 8AM and 10AM at Lexington. 

+++Devotional book available:  Copies are available in the office of Ruth Meyer’s new book, “Truth 

Notes.”  This devotional is based on her past blog post and point to God’s timeless truths in a 

changing world.  Books are $15 each.  See either Sandra Lay or Ruth Meyer to purchase yours! 

***ST. JAMES…how about YOU!  We are looking for Sunday School teachers to teach either 

every other Sunday or just once a month.  YOU can do it..just contact the church office!!! 

+++Family/Personal Daily Devotional Settings:  It’s good to be able to utilize daily devotional 



settings for family or personal use so that you may also grow God’s Word in-between weekly 

Sunday Divine Services.  You’re therefore encouraged to make use of several Lutheran 

devotional settings/devotions in printed form - available now at the entrance to Church- or 

online at:  trinity-stjames.org/devotions_ updated_.  

***Knitting & Crocheting Group…a group of ladies from Immanuel, Giddings, have been making 

warm hats and scarves for the needy.  They’re all created from donated yarn.  If anyone would 

have left over yarn that they would not need or would like to donate to this project, put it in a 

bag and mark it “Knitting & Crocheting Group” and drop it off at the church office whenever 

they are in Giddings.  

+++Holy Trinity…A Note of Thanks from Head Usher Allan Urban…on behalf of the our 

congregation, I would like to express my appreciation to the faithful and dedicated gentlemen 

willing to step up and help with ushering!  It is a wonderful thing to know that we have such 

dependable and willing help and support by their continued  service…many THANKS!!! 

***QUILTING…St. James LWML invites you to HELP quilt on Wednesday mornings from 9-11am.   

+++THE NEW 2023 FLOWER CHARTS…are posted in the Narthex at both Holy Trinity and St. 

James…sign up for birthdays, anniversaries, or “just because”. 

***Get your published novels Grace Alone, Faith Alone, Hope Alone, and Stand Alone by Ruth Meyer 

...if you are interested in purchasing a copy ($12.00), you can either contact the church office or 

see Ruth! 

+++St. James & Trinity…the LWML and Ladies Aid are collecting used postage stamps (regular 

and commemorative).  At least a ¼ inch margin should be left around the stamp (or just drop in 

the whole envelope).  A box has been placed in the Narthex that you may place your stamps in. 

***BIRTHDAYS THIS WEEK…Holy Trinity-Leslie Schubert, 19;…St. James-Scott Norment, 16; 

Brianna Allen, 17; Shirley Drosche, 20; Robert Patschke, 21; Johnnie Zak, 21. 


