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Dear Servant of Christ,

If you had to pick one symbol to represent Christianity, the vast majority would proba-
bly pick the Cross. Ii’s in churches (all over); it’s in cemeteries; ifs on clothing; cur-
rently, i's found on face masks. And crosses of all shapes, sizes, and colors are
used for jeweiry, specifically necklaces. But the emptly tomb, discovered by the wom-
en and disciples on Easter Sunday? Not so much. And 'd wager you have never
seen a necklace with an empty tomb pendant. Even unbslievers recognize the cross,
but if an emipty tomb neckiace was worn, people might lean closer, squint eyes, and
final even ask, “What is thai?”

And yel, as much as the cross represents our salvation through Christ, the empty
tomb proclaims as much, if not more, of that message. The joyous proclamation on
Easter is “He is risen! He is risen indeed” which means Jesus is afive . . . which
means the tomb is empty!

Many Christians believe, or have even been taught, that the stone was rolled away
so Jesus could “get out.” If you really think about that, you have fo laugh. The Crea-
for of the world (along with the Father and Spirif), the Son of God, the Alpha and
Omega, needs help getting out of a confined space????777? In reality, the stone was
rolied away not so Jesus could get out but that we, His followers, could be invited in.

.. The emptly tomb invites us in so we have visual proof that Jesus is
f . not there. The women went early to the tomb to anocint the body of Je-
. ] . sus, fourd! the stone rolled saway, hezrd Jesus was alive, and ran back
i A {o felil the disciples. Luke 24:11 reports the reaction of the disciples:

“They did not belisve the women.” So Peter and John ook off, running
towards the fomb to “see for themseives.” (next page)



John 20:3-10 shares that John got there first but came {0 a screeching halt and only
peered in. Impstuous Peler ran right in, stopped and stared bug-eyed at the grave
cloths . . the emply grave cloths. The “visual proofl® was in many ways no visual but
rather a tomb minus a body. The empty tomb was a precursor to the next 40 days as
Jesus would appear to the disciples in the Upper Room: visuai proof. He appeared a
second time to help Thomas in his doubt, even showing Thomas the nail wounds on
His body. Visual proof. Jesus built a fire on the lakeshore and cooked fish for his dis-
ciples as they unloaded their boat . . . visual proof. He had dinner with two followers
from Emmaus . . . visual proof. St Paul ielis us in 1 Corinthians that over the 40 days
Jesus appeared to over 580 (yep, 500). Emply Tomb:Visual Proof.

- The emply tomb invites us In {o remember the promises of Jesus.
e Mark 8:31 records, "For he taught his disciples, and said unto them, ‘The
Ll ].u Son of man is delivered into the hands of men, and they shall kill him; and
after that he is killed, he shail rise the third day.™ The same promise is rec-

orded in Luke 24:7. You have heard the phrase “in one ear and out the other?” That
seemed to happen a lot o the disciples. But the emply tomb provided a “fiash back-
wards” of things Jesus had said and promised. There is not encugh space fo list all of
Jesus’ promises, and that’s ckay. Because the emply tomb doesn't require a perfect
memory, just a big smile of gratitude.

The empty tomb invites us to anchor our hope. Again from St. Paul, 1
= Corinthians 15:57: Thanks be to Ged who gives us the victory through our
" see lLord Jesus Christ. Or how about those words of assurance from John
7 i ) & 147 My Father's house has many rooms: if that were not so, would !
have fold you that | am going there to prepare a place for you? And if | go
and prepare a place for you, | will come back and take you to be with me that you alsoc
may be where l am.” Pull out the LBW and read again the verses of hymn 204, “My
Hope is Built on Nothing Less.” That hope leads back to that empty tomb.

if you find a lape! pin or necklace displaying an empiy tomb, let me know. But remem-
ber, ihe important thing is you wear the empty tomb in your heart and live in its proof,
prormises, and hope every day of your life. “He is Risen! He is Risen Indecd!”

Thanks be to God.

Sharing the hope with you,
Ron




Holy Week at Servants of Christ

+ Maundy Thursday, Aprii 6, 5:00—Celebration of Jesus instituting
the Lord’s Supper

+ Good Friday, April 7, 5:00—Focus on the seven last words of Je-
sus as He hung on the cross.

+ Easter, the Resurrection of our Lord, April 9:00—Bring lilies/spring
flowers o adorn the altar

Our Sunday morning Bible class continues Quarterly Brunch, April 30, following worship
studying Max Lucado’s “The Great House
of God,” through the month of April. Join In our next fiscal year, Servants of

us each Sunday at 10:15 as we take a Christ will be supporting a new con-

e gregation in North America. At this
y SUNDAY brunch, we will be selecting the

~ " congregation we wish to support.

Liturgy Change

Sunday, April 16, we will change our liturgy setting, using Setting 4 in With
One Voice (the blue book). A new opportunity to enrich our worship life.

The 2023 Bi-Annual

Convocgtion of the EGT\QNS If you like a copy of this
NALC will be held in Ok-| QNN sent to your home, at no

lahoma City, Oklahoma, azine
’ a cost, please let Ron know.
August 16-18. If you mag piea

would like to attend and
represent Servants of
Christ, let Ron know.
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| _ Disaster Response
Pl e A Krr PACKING LiST
* REVISED NOVEMBER 2022
T | Flood Buckets | -
IVMPORTANT — PLEASE READ FIBRST ' ol ﬁve-gallen bucket Wlﬂl Ild
How TO PACK YOUR DisastER K¥rs: o1 jug bleach (1/2 gal. or smaller) :
!m@gsgmmmasmmam o2 large trash bags (Contractor 3 mil)
Incgmpletﬂkitsmustbecgmgleﬁedbeﬁmﬂzeymbe ‘o1 ol paperdowels
distributed. ‘ o2 rags
egﬁe@mmgmiﬁﬁpﬂbm(mm oComet of ‘ ———
= Lahel contents and quantity in L4BGE RLOCK oPine Sol or liquid cleaner -
LETTERS and place labels on at Ieast one end and ene oscrub brush
&d@@ﬂh@b@xmﬂmmﬂb@%ﬁm& ogloves, 1 pair each;, size’L preferred -
how box is stacked. . - -mbb%{xzeua’ole,mai’latex,dzshwashmg
shcmdeﬁzeme@&addmssofmmm' . type)
cengregation on-each box with a label that says: - - o leather
“4 GIFT FROM [name & address of your ehmrchor . 1. . 4 cotton
mn.‘ T N (Peck i 2-gation plastic storage bag or iote sag)
shouild be made payabile and mailed to: _ o 1 bath towel )
North American Latheran Church o 1 wash cloth (optional)
PO BOX 860565 o 1 shampoo (2 if travel size)
Minneapolis, MN 55486-8565 o 1 bar of scap (2 if travel size) 6
*mmmm”mﬁemh o 1 tocthbrush 3
of your check

o 1 pack of floss (optional) 1})
o 1 tocthpaste (2 if travel size) (

o1 comb
o'ideodm'ant

mwww |
Bibles s
aneworusea(hghh@ted&nn&rhnedtexns

acceptable) .
o child, teen of
o Bible stories:
o Spanish, or a
o large print

o prayer books o 1 eraser
o 1 box of crayons, coioredpenmls,mmaﬂ{ers
We encourage you fo wrile Scheel Kit — High School
messages of hope in the front pages o 1 backpack or duffle bag
of donated Bibles o 4 notebooks

o 4 pocket folders
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Oh God, didn’t give Friends of Madagascar much! Oh YES!
“2 water programs: (1) 2 Drip irrigation teaching centers & (2} drilling new wells & regalre damaged ones.”

Water is an absolute necessity for life! So how do you
hve when you do not have water {or clean water) to

ple live with a lack of adequate water, most in the
south west part of Madagascar where we support
most of our programs We realize that FOMM can not 1.-;,
= solve this mega problem which can on-
ly be solved by governments and big corporations. But we believe we can show in our small
ways that there are solutions to this issue. So, we are providing water projects: 1) A Drip irri-
° 7 gation Teaching Center at two locations, Ejeda Hospital and Manasoa Bible School to teach peo-
' ple how they can raise crops even in times of drought. 2} We are working on two ways to pro-
vide water in cooperation with other agencies/non-profits tore- =
Al sl it duce the costs. A) We are working with Madagascar Water Pro- o E
gatedthrough  ject to reclaim wells that are not producing and in 2022 reclaimed ”w
drip irrigation 29 wells at an average cost of $1,500.00. Each well serves an aver- *
age of 1,500 persons. B) Secondly, we are preparing to dig two deep wells that will
produce large volumes of clean water. The cost averages $20,000.00 each. To it Y
date we have received funding for two wells. One is from a small, but vibrant mis- Q& ' | Arepaired well
sion focused congregation of 100 members who in @ months raised support for one well, Vernes Lutheran
Church, Fosston, Minnesota and the second well from an individual couple who wishes to remain anonymous.
To learn more about the water projects and how you may support this project, go to our web site at:
www.MadagascarMission.org and click on “Get Involved/Projects”

+++++++++++++++++++++1-+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++-;-++++++

« Water reservoir towers proving water for the drlp lrngat:on field |

"20 000 Blbles in the Tandrov Dlalect prmted and d:str:buted ”

Since Steve Lellelid completed the transiation of the Bible into the Tandroy dialect in 2018. Since then, FOMM
has printed 40,000 copies-of this Bible, gius 70,000 hymnals in the same dialect. God’s Word is being heard for
the first time in this tribe’s native language. So why not print the Bible in
the official Malagasy ianguage? Because the people speak their tribal dia-
lect and thus do not hear the Word of God. Steve has made this possible
with his work to translate the Bible into this dialect.

But there is more to the story. Not only did he translate the Bible but he
and his wife have been teaching the people how to read and write the Tan-
droy dialect through a grant from the Adsum Foundation in Belfast, Ireland. |
They train many to teach others and the success is instrumental in getting
God'’s Word read and understood. A dozen years ago it was hard to find a _ _
single person in most villages who could read and now it’s hard to find a The Bibles have bee beend.smbuted by w_.h.c;e,
village that does not have those who can read and write. ox carts and her is pictured an 85-year-old
The cost to print 20,000 Bibles in Kerela, India through the Ebenezer Press ~ ™2" by the name of Rehaba who delivers
. R . the Bibles with is fat wheel bicycle.
(A Christian printing company), ship them to Madagascar and pay the
import duties and handling amounts to about $85,000.00. Gifts of any size are now welcome for the third
printing of the Tandroy Bible.

To learn more about the Tandroy Bible Printing Program and how you may support this project, go to our web
site at: www.MadagascarMission.org and click on “Get Involved/Projects”

page5s

of 8 3/10/2023, 1:41 PM



riends of Madagascar 2022 Annual Report.pdf file:///C:/Users/Admin/Downloads/Friends%200f%20Madagascar. .

| Each prison ministry is based out of a local congregation. The

| clothing/medicine and when a prisoner is released from prison, they

' Number of worship services: 1,160

- Number of rice bags given: 2,028

' was $80,0080.00. In 2023 we are increasing the funding to $86,000.00
 in order to begin 3 new prison ministries.
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Oh God d:dn’t glve Frlends of Madagascar much* Ch YES*
“25 Prison Ministries sharing the Gospel of forgiveness and hope.”

| The prison ministry began in 2010 with 3 prisons. At the end of 2022 we were supporting 25 prison ministries.
' The goal is to begin 5 additional prisons in 2023, for a total of 30 prison ministries. There is a total of 82 prisons |

in Madagascar, and with your support we will have a ministry in each prison.

pastor and members are trained and supervised for the ministry.
They visit the prison at least once each week to lead a worship ser-
vice, provide Bible Study, confirmation, counseling, assist with food/

assist with travel expenses to return home.
]
2022 Prison Ministry Statistics 2 i

Number of congregation members who helped with the prison min-

Ateam being trained to lead the ministry at a prison.

| istry: 6,991 E— i
| Number of prisoners who attended worship services: 173,853 it >
' Number of prisoners confirmed: 192

Number of baptisms: 50

FINANCIAL INFORMATION: The cost for the prison ministry in 2022

A worship service, singing group

In addition, in 2023, we are

beginning to support the Antalaha Children’s Prison Ministry. Children

in this region are caught stealing vanilla beans, which currently have

\ great value. The children are hired for “pennies” to steal the beans.

But they are often caught and in Madagascar they go directly to the

B prisons because the “French legal system” claims guilty until proven

B innocent. It then takes months and even years to have their day before |
a judge. We will also be providing legal help to these children. Tolearn |

rak
e

Aworship service in a prison

| more about the Prison Ministry and Antalaha Children’s Ministry programs and how you may support these pro- |
| jects, go to our web site at: www.MadagascarMission.org and dick on “Get invoived/Projecis” '
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“400 gms attending Noﬁ: i Androv program ta receive an aducanan,”
AR Born into 2 culiyg e that doss not value education for girls, Nofy | Androy exists to help mf%s
. bﬂgu wiing at the gt grade fo stay in schoo! and even continue thelr education at a universi- |
: ty or trade school. The success rate for this program is very high and more girls are taking

Y advantage of this educational program. FOMM has assigned a femaie evangelist from the

% Ambovombe Androy Synod to work within the program to teach the Christian Faith to the
girle, counsel with the parents and givls to encourags them te stay in the program.

We have a program o sponsor a girl for 5200.60 a year, hogefully renewed until the girl
‘inishes her education. A danor will rnceive a nhoto and bio of the giril, plus two letters a

Plaes RIS A faty ] 2lat
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A graduate from 2 program -
to work as a midwife, to Gur web site ai: www.MadagascarMission.org and click on “Get invoived/Pro
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. A Look Back: One Year Serving
Ukrainians

A Look Back: One Year of Safe Water for Ukraine

February 24, 2022, is a day that changed the trajectory of millions of lives. When Russia
invaded Ukraine, men, women, and children went from living a life of normalcy to a life of
seeking refuge overnight. Families were torn apart. Communities were devastated. An
entire country was shaken to its core. This ongoing crisis continues to impact millions of
people, including the 5.4 million who are internally displaced in Ukraine. Deadly missile
strikes continue to damage municipal infrastructure, leaving people without reliable

access to safe water, sanitation, and hygiene (WASH) resources.

With more than 20 years of experience in disaster response, Water Mission was well-

positioned to quickly respond to this disaster. In the days following the invasion, our
Disaster Assistance Response Team deployed to assess the situation and determine how

to best respond to urgent needs with agility.

Partners like you have enabled us to produce more than 6 million gallons of safe water

and serve Ukrainians by meeting a variety of needs. |



Abiding in Christ

Vine and Branches

“I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser.
Every branch of mine that bears no fiuit, he takes away,
and every branch that does bear fiuit he prunes, that it
may bear more fruit. You are already made clean by
the word which I have spoken to you. Abide in me, and
Iin you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless
it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide
in me. I am the vine, you are the branches. He who
abides in me, and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit,
Jor apart from me you can do nothing. (John 15:1-5)

In our “hurry up” world of the 21* century, the
word “abide” is seldom heard, and many people may
not even know what it means. We live in a time of
“instant” everything—food, information, transportation.
Patience is rare. And one thing that is lost in this kind
of mad race to get to the next moment, the next
experience, the next relationship, is the ability to sit
still. As people who know me well are likely thinking,
I’'m probably the last person to be talking about patience
and sitting still. I saw a shirt not long ago that said, “I
had my patience tested, and it was negative.” This is all
to say that I’m not immune to the mad rush to finish the
current task or moment and get on to the next one.
Perhaps this is why the word “abide” fascinates me.
Abiding brings to mind soothing thoughts of being still,
waiting with someone, being attached, calming down,
relaxing into the moment, and giving myself permission
to not take responsibility for all the thinz = around me.

All this anxiety so many of us feel about the
current moment seems to engulf us and bleeds into
every area of life. There is a sense in which we are in
charge of ourselves and our environment. Whether it is
fixing something in the house, “finding” ourselves, or
figuring out who God is and what He wants, we have a
tendency to “do it ourselves”. “How to” books are
available for every area of life. And when we havea
problem most people seem to jump in with a new
program, solution, or technique, rarely stopping to sit
still and bring it to the Lord—and wait patiently for His
directions. 1read once that a theologian was giving a
talk to a group of high-tech folks, presumably Christian,
who when asked if they would pray about a computer
problem answered that Jesus lived 2,000 years ago and
wouldn’t know anything about computers....

Our culture is also one in which there is a sense
of entitlement—a tendency to put ourselves first. Even
though we celebrate the freedoms we have in the “new

3

world”—freedom of speech, freedom of religion,

freedom to do many things that were forbidden in the
1600s in Europe and are probably still forbidden in
many places—these freedoms have not always been
lived out in the ways our forebears may have
envisioned. The ideas of “me first”, MY freedom to do
or be whatever I want, and “if it feels good, do it”, have
become accepted values in our society. I was a teenager
in the 1960s and the whole idea of “me first” was really
strong then. In retrospect, however, some of the
attitudes that were so shocking nearly 60 years ago are
pretty mild compared to much of what we see and hear
on social media now. When we consider all this in light
of the teachings of Christ, we see a large gulf. Some
folks understand these changes to mean that we’re more
enlightened now, and that the traditional Christian faith
is out of date. However, if we read the Old Testament
prophets, we find something quite different. As the
Preacher said in Ecclesiastes 1, “All things are full of
weariness; a man cannot utler it; the eye is not satisfied
with seeing, nor the ear filled with hearing. What has
been is what will be, and what has been done is what
will be done; and there is nothing new under the sun. Is
there a thing of which it is said, “See, this is new”? It
has been already, in the ages before us.” (verses 8-10) If
we read the Old Testament prophets, we also find a
deep resonance with the current rebellion against God
and His authority over us. While the technology is far
more advanced now than in the past, the human heart
has not changed. And all this emphasis on ourselves is
rooted in human sin. Like the rats following the Pied
Piper of Hamlin, we are mesmerized by the “magic
flute” of a me-first culture that validates our desires and
lures us away from the rock-solid teachings of the Lord
God into danger and death.

Tn Psalm 46, the psalmist calls us back to the
Lord in this way-- “Be still, and know that I am God. [
am exalted among the nations, I am exalted in the
earth!” (verse 10) It is in stillness that we come to know
God. It is in abiding in and with Christ that our hearts
and minds can slow down and begin to listen to the still,
small voice that comes from our Creator and Redeemer.
‘What does it mean to be attached to the Vine of Christ?
‘What does it mean to be still and to abide? What does it
mean to trust that God is in control? In the coming
months I propose to spend some time pondering these
questions and seeking God’s answers through the
written and incarnate Word of God.

Pastor Barbara M. Wills
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