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New Beginnings…
Embracing the Breath of God
Rev. Shelia Preacher

“When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one
place. Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a
violent wind came from heaven and
filled the whole house where they
were sitting. They saw what seemed to
be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on
each of them. All of them were filled with the Holy
Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the
Spirit enabled them” (Acts 2:1-4. NIV).
Each Pentecost, we revisit this new beginning brought forth by God…the
birth of the church. But honestly, I think we have grown so accustomed to
the story, we have lost our grasp of the “holy wow” moment unfolding.
You see, whenever the breath of God is at work, something astounding
transpires!

Do you remember the sheer power of the breath of God at creation as it
brought order to chaos and form to the formless? O my! The heavens filled
with stars and light while the earth took on this amazing shape. Or how
about when the Lord God formed man from the dust of the ground and
then breathed into his nostrils the breath of life? Suddenly, this Play-Doh
shape…became a living being. Or how about when the resurrected Jesus
first appeared to the frightened disciples hidden behind that locked door in
the Upper Room? After saying “Peace be with you” to calm them down, he
then breathed on them saying, “Receive the Holy Spirit” and as they did so,
their demeanor and perspective changed. And now, just as Jesus promised
before ascending to heaven, God—through the Holy Spirit—is doing a
whole new thing! That same breath of God is intent on reanimating the
hearts and souls and hands and feet and voices of ordinary humans
(Continued on page 2)
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New Beginnings... (Continued from page 1)

everywhere—people no different from you and me. And this is no ordinary moment!
Luke describes the sound that day “like the blowing of a violent wind.” And whenever I picture this
scene, I’m reminded of those interviews given by tornado survivors. They describe a nearly
deafening roar like that of a freight train or a nearby jet engine—a constant din filled with vibrations
shaking both the air and the ground all around them. Those tornado witnesses stand in awe of the
wind’s power and might. So it is safe to say, the breath of God which filled the room—as described
by Luke—is NOT a gentle breeze.
But…do you notice what happens to those encountering this mighty wind? Instead of remaining
behind locked doors, cowering in fear, they choose to EMBRACE the breath of God and allow it
to enter them! And as they do so, it fills them with power to be like Jesus in the world! When the
Spirit of God fills them, these ordinary men and women and boys and girls become empowered to
be ambassadors of Jesus—right within their spheres of influence.
Yes, I know the scriptures say that the holy breath of God empowered them “to speak in other
tongues as the Spirit enabled them.” But I’m kind of wondering if the Spirit’s wind longs to simply
loosen our everyday tongues enabling us to be his witness right within our spheres of influence!
Gosh, when was the last time any of us spoke of Jesus’ power and might in a setting other than that
our church pew or bible study or Sunday School class? Just imagine…what might happen if each
one of us dared to embrace the breath of God and allow it enliven OUR hearts and souls and hands
and feet and voices?
Let’s take a moment to think about those gathered together that first Pentecost. They had every
reason to retreat and hide from the world. Their lives had been turned upside down...first with
Christ’s arrest, followed by his crucifixion—and then his surprising resurrection. And now, he has
ascended back to heaven and they are alone again. And as they look about, the world all around
them seems to going to “heck in a handbasket.” Everything familiar...everything they thought they
could always count on seems to have disappeared.
Funny...their situation sounds somewhat familiar doesn’t it? Many times, we, too, have felt like
retreating behind locked doors as our world seems to be that same handbasket! But here is the real
truth...the breath of God is still on the move! And even in the midst of our current chaos unfolding
right now... in our beloved United Methodist Church, and in our nation, and in our world…God is
doing a NEW THING. And folks, that new thing comes to life—through the hearts and souls and
hands and feet and voices of ordinary folks—just like you and me. How about it? Will we at St. Paul
choose to embrace the breath of God? For whenever we do…something astounding transpires!
Blessings, Shelia
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Trustees’ Corner
By Bob Trengove

Time has passed and we finally have begun in-church worship. Oh, Happy
Day! It sure feels great to meet again with our church family. We know that it
is hard not to sing, hug, or shake hands, but your eyes say a lot as you look
around at your friends. Just remember that not everyone is back, and some are still struggling with
the COVID-19 thoughts—how bad it has been and how bad the new strains could be. We are all
on edge, but GOD is with us and will see us through this. Remember that we are all part of this
church family and we need to administer love, comfort, and blessings to those who are still
struggling. Sometimes we do not realize that we are also struggling, and this process also helps us as
we help others. Reach out and receive the blessings that GOD has waiting for you.
On May 8th, several Trustees met for a mini workday to perform some needed tasks, both inside
and outside, prior to the reopening of our church. A nursery gate was installed, latches were
installed in the men’s bathroom in the educational building, and light bulbs as well as some ceiling
tiles were replaced.
The next workday is scheduled for June 12th, with a rain date of June 19th. Since we will be in the
growing season, we will need to complete many more activities at that time. Please come join us for
a time of fellowship as we perform tasks to improve our time together as the church opens. Since
in-church worship has begun, more cleaning will be required inside.
Looking ahead:
 Happy Feet soccer will return to St Paul on June 7th in the form of a clinic.
 The video booth is still under construction in the sanctuary. We should see continued progress

during the summer.
 As we keep up the maintenance on our assets, Painting the parsonage is scheduled for June

28th by Highland Park Painting. Robert Simpson found someone to trim back the shrubs and
Tom Preacher funded the trimming in preparation for the paint job. Ruth Castellaw graciously
agreed to pay for pine straw to be installed on the banks of the circle to rejuvenate this area.
 Mike McMillin is working with Distek to have a Cross light and dimmer controller installed in

the sanctuary.
 Additional streaming purchase estimates will be submitted by Doug Conley for another camera,

remote and swivel mounts.
As you can see, the Trustees are still busy maintaining and overseeing the many operations and
tasks required to give us all the best church experience we know how. If you have talents that have
not been tapped, please call me or the church office and we will put you to work on various
improvements to benefit all of us. GOD has plans for us all and we can do more than you think.
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June Missions 2021
The Mission Committee,
Mary Helen Setser, Betty Gwynn and Marcie Windsor

“June is Bustin’ Out all Over” and June brings
many graduates who are looking forward to
colleges and beyond. This leads us to our two
Mission Projects for June,
The first is the North Georgia Conference
Special Offering for the Ministerial
Education Fund (MEF): “The desire to
reduce the debt of future clergy holds a special
spot in the heart of Bishop Sue HaupertJohnson.

Grants from the MEF (up to $3000.00 per
semester for fulltime students) help pay tuition
and other costs for the future clergy who will
serve our churches or go on to be chaplains,
teachers and missionaries. Our own pastor,
Rev. Shelia Preacher received this grant each
semester during her three years at Candler
School of Theology. Shelia said, “I was
extremely grateful to receive these MEF grants!
To attend seminary fulltime, I had to leave
behind a fulltime job. These MEF monies
(along with another scholarship I received)
allowed me to graduate seminary debt free.
And to know that UMC congregations across
our Conference were willing to support my
journey, not just with their prayers, but with
their dollars as well, made a huge difference.”
Our second June project is the MUST
Summer Lunch Program. As you know,
many students rely on that school lunch meal
even though school is out for summer break.
MUST and St. Paul step up to help fill in the
gap. All of you have been so very generous in
your support of all the mission projects, in
spite of the pandemic, so this month you get a

June Is Bustin’ Out All Over
March went out like a lion
A whippin’ up the water in the bay
Then April cried and stepped aside
And along come pretty little May!
May was full of promises
But she didn’t keep ’em quickly enough for some
And a crowd of doubtin’ Thomases
Was predictin’ that the summer’d never come
But it’s comin, by gum

We can feel it come
You can feel it in your heart
You can see it in the ground
You can see it in the trees
You can smell it in the breeze
Look around! Look around! Look around!
(by Oscar Hammerstein II
& Richard Rodgers, 1945)

break just because it’s “June, June, June!” From
the current budget, $500.00 has been sent to
MUST for the Summer Lunch Program and
$400.00 from the Mission Fund will be sent to
the 2021 Annual Conference Special Offering.
However, if you, personally, feel led to enhance
these contributions from our church for either
of these two June mission projects, please do
so by indicating to which mission you wish to
(Continued on page 5)
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Summer Adventures in KidMin
Diana Amers

It’s here. Summer. Hot, sticky, chocolate melting summer. But oh, the
fun we will have! I must confess that in the past, my list making, daily
planning routine gets put on hold in the summer. That’s when I spend
more time with two of my grands (about 45 days). Asking them the daily
question of “what do you want to do today?” I usually get a reply of “I
don’t know,” and half the day is spent sitting around, mindlessly searching the internet, playing video
games, or watching cat videos on You Tube. This year we have created (wait for it….) a summer
bucket list!
So why a summer bucket list? Kids are at home and there’s a lot to juggle in the summer. So, we
could spend all summer trying not to go crazy, OR we can have a summer bucket list for kids to
make this our best one yet! In fact, summer bucket list ideas are more important than ever. It’s about
being intentional and spending quality time together. And that makes a world of difference. Our kids
have ±65 days to do all they want to do, or all they don’t want to do, before the first day of the next
school year.
A summer bucket list is a written list of things to accomplish or ‘do’ before the end of summer. One
of the things my grands want to do is spend more time at the pool. Another item on the list is to see
at least one movie. But that’s all the help I got from them, leaving about 40 days for me to plan fun
and educational things for all of us to do. So, here are a few ideas on our bucket list.
1. Start a summer journal.
2. Read at least one book. Start or join a summer book club (on Zoom?).
3. Make a home theater (outside) and watch a movie under the stars with friends and families.
4. Paint rocks.
5. Play in the rain.
6. Try a fun science craft.
7. Make treats for neighbors.
What’s on your summer bucket list?

June Missions 2021 (Continued from page 4)

donate. Please know that if you have a need of any kind, just call the church office. We are here to
serve you!
Again thanks for your continued support, financially and prayerfully, for the mission projects at St.
Paul. “Through Jesus, therefore, let us continually offer to God a sacrifice of praise---the fruit of
lips that confess his name. And do not forget to do good and to share with others, for with such
sacrifices God is pleased” (Hebrews 13:15-16).
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Senior Adult Ministry: “New Beginnings”
Susan McMillin

The world is beginning to open as more people are being vaccinated for COVID-19.
Fewer people are getting COVID-19 now, and those who do get it have milder cases than
before vaccinations. We have great hope the children can be vaccinated in time for schools to
completely open this fall. In contrast with last summer, it is reported:
 Memorial Day, 4th of July, and Labor Day weekends in 2020 had extreme numbers of

COVID-19 cases because so many gathered on the beaches thinking they were immune. This
summer, because many have been vaccinated, individuals can gather—without masks or social
distancing—with other vaccinated people in many more locations, especially outdoors.
 Last summer, people mainly ate on restaurant patios or just got take-out to protect themselves.

This summer, we can gather in larger groups both outside and inside.
 Last year, two people or small groups could social distance and not wear masks outside. This

year, professionals tell us, more people may assemble outdoors without masks, and we can
stand closer because outdoors is still safer than indoors. Still no “herds of crowded sardines”
like on beaches last year.
We should still be careful not to get too close as we gather in large groups, especially indoors. On
May 26th, it was announced that 50% of U.S. adults have received their first vaccination dose, but
the rest are choosing to receive theirs very slowly. Ohio and Colorado have announced lotteries to
convince them and one state is offering lotteries to their state colleges. Those who have not been
vaccinated are still cautioned, just as we all were during the past year.

Give us strength, Wisdom, Courage, Patience, and Love.
Psalm 5:3: In the morning, Lord, you hear my voice; in the morning I lay my requests before you
and wait expectantly.
John 8:12: When Jesus spoke again to the people, he said, “I am the light of the world. Whoever
follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.”
Psalm 59:16-17: But I will sing of your strength,
in the morning I will sing of your love;
for you are my fortress,
my refuge in times of trouble.
You are my strength, I sing praise to you;
you, God, are my fortress,
my God on whom I can rely.
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Good news…soccer is returning to our front lawn! St. Paul is happy to announce the return of
our community soccer program, Happy Feet, for kids ages 2 through second grade. We are the host
site for a once-a-week soccer clinic on Monday mornings beginning June 7th. At 9:15AM, instruction
will be held for children ages 2-4. At 10:15AM, classes begin for children ages 4-6.

Don’t you just LOVE the names of the four groups? The two year olds are called “Little Toes.”
The three year olds are called “Big Toes.” The four and young five year olds are called “Happy
Feet.” And the older five and six year olds are called “Advanced Happy Feet.”
This franchised group has maintained a stellar reputation in the community and insists upon
following all the latest COVID-19 recommendations regarding kids and outdoor activities. We
welcome them back and are excited for the opportunity to meet young families in our community.
If any of you are interested in becoming a “warm and welcoming St. Paul smiling face”…make
plans to join us on Monday mornings!

St. Paul Red Cross Blood Drive
Thursday, June 17, 2:00 to 7:00 pm.
To make an appointment, call
1-800-RED CROSS (1-800-733-2767)
OR
go online at redcrossblood.org
and enter code SPUMC.
Please volunteer at the welcome desk
or keep the refreshment table stocked.
Your help is greatly appreciated!
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A New Beginning: Reigniting Hope and Faith
Tricia Glidewell

And they devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of
bread and the prayers. And awe came upon every soul, and many wonders and signs were
being done through the apostles. And all who believed were together and had all things in
common… And day by day, (they were) attending the temple together and breaking bread in their
homes, they received their food with glad and generous hearts, praising God and having favor with all
the people. And the Lord added to their number day by day those who were being saved. Acts 2:42-47
And so goes the account of the early days of the Christian Church—what is called by some the A2
(Acts 2) church. I’m looking at the words in that description (wonders, signs, all things in common,
awe, glad and generous hearts, praising God), and I’m asking myself if I those words apply to my
feelings, demeanor and expectations when I walk into church. I mean, the full extent of those
words. I can only imagine the excitement and hope those new Christians had that led to new
members being added every day. They were on fire – kindled by the Holy Spirit on Pentecost. How
do I “get” on fire that way?
Pentecost gives us the answer—through the power of the Holy Spirit! It’s my responsibility to stay
in touch with the Holy Spirit—to count on its power to transform my life, to call on the Spirit to
lead me not only in difficult situations but in my mundane daily life. That means staying in touch
with the Spirit through daily prayer, study of Scripture, and fellowship with other Christians. One of
the things that must have kept the new church going was being together constantly to maintain
their love and excitement and to hold each other accountable to their new faith.
Re-opening to in-person activities at St. Paul is a new beginning for all if us. Seeing each other faceto-face will buoy us up like Zoom and YouTube can’t. Can we approach this new beginning in a
way that goes beyond the excitement of just seeing each other in person? Can it also be a reigniting
of our faith too?
I challenge us all (me too) to ask ourselves what we need to do to allow the Holy
Spirit to ignite us to a renewed faith that exhibits the hope and the faith of the
early church. We have the opportunity to be a new church – an Acts 2 church –
but first we must be an Acts 2 believer. You see, Acts 2 gives us the pathway to
sustaining the hope and the on-fire faith of the early church believers. We
can follow their example by praying, attending church, fellowshipping
together, having glad and generous hearts, praising God, and
getting along with each other.
What will you do to ignite that Acts 2 believer in yourself?
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Pentecost…the Birth Day of the Church
Peggy Pool

The month of June’s Epistle theme is “New Beginnings.”
How appropriate! We just recently celebrated Pentecost! Hope and the choir sang “Happy
Birthday” to celebrate the “New Beginning…the Birthday of the Christian church.”
Pentecost is probably one of the most important days on the Church calendar.
The word Pentecost means “50th day in Greek” and is also called “Whitsunday.” It is celebrated on
the 50th day after Easter Sunday. This is when the Holy Spirit descended upon the Apostles and
other followers of Jesus while they were in Jerusalem celebrating the Feast of Weeks as described in
the Book of Acts.
This is when the apostles began spreading the message of Jesus and established the “New
Beginning” of the Church.

Pentecost is not the only time Christians experience “New Beginnings.”
 2 Corinthians 5:17 NLT “This means that anyone who belongs to Christ has become a new

person. The old life is gone; a new life has begun!”
I love the excitement of this verse!

Here are a few of many other examples of “New Beginnings” in the Bible:
 “Through the Lord’s mercies we are not consumed, because His compassions fail not. They are

new every morning; Great is Your faithfulness.” (Lamentations 3:22-23).

 “Do not remember the former things, nor consider the things of old. Behold, I will do a new

thing, Now it shall spring forth; Shall you not know it? I will even make a road in the
wilderness and rivers in the desert.” (Isaiah 43:18-19).

 “For behold, I create new heavens and a new earth; And the former shall not be remembered

or come to mind.” (Isaiah 65:17).

 He who sat on the throne said, “Behold, I make all things new.” (Revelation 21:1-5).

As we move into the New Beginning of the month of June, think about what the month of June
means spiritually:
The month of June brings laughter, joy and excitement. A time where the energy integrates toward unity
and compassion. Take time to reflect this new month as June signifies the end of the first half of the year.
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MUST Summer Lunch Ministry
Louise Byrd

“Summertime—and the livin’ is easy!” So goes the old George
Gershwin tune. But for many children in our community, summer
is the season when they wonder whether they will have anything to
eat. During the school year, lunch is provided for free or at a
reduced rate for students living in families with low incomes. But when school is out, they no longer
have a reliable source for nutritious lunch. Thanks to MUST Ministries, children in Metro-Atlanta
counties will receive more than half a million meals this summer.
These meals are so appreciated by those who receive them. Before COVID-19, I had the privilege
of delivering meals to children in Canton and other parts of Cherokee County. In the larger
neighborhoods, children would flock around the cars. The older children were happy to help
distribute sack lunches to the younger children. Parents would remind their children to say “Thank
You,” and we knew that they were sincere. Older siblings would ask for a sack to take to their
younger brothers or sisters. Those of us who distributed the simple meals were blessed.
Even though the distribution methods have changed, the needs have not. As Mary Helen has
described, St. Paul is a very generous supporter of the MUST Summer Lunch program. Thank you.

A Word of Thanks...
Dear St. Paul friends,
Thank you for all your prayers, phone calls and support for our family,
especially our sons, Tony and Scott, for the past 6 months. Thanks to God's
healing power and your prayerful petitions they are both on the mends and
have been able to return to work. Many check-up appointments are ahead but
as of now all is progressing as expected. Tony is gaining vision in the eye with
the torn retina and Scott's recent Cscan showed only scar tissue at the site of
his cancer. They also are very appreciative of your support and
concerns. Having all of you beside us made the journey to Texas to be with
them which we could not safely take due to COVID more tolerable and gave
us much comfort.
We are so grateful for our church family and all your support. Praise to our
God who heals and stands with us in our time of need.
With deep appreciation and love,

Jim and Mary Helen Setser
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Christ Walk is back!
Starting June 15, you will have two
opportunities to join our study of Following God:
Life Principles for Loving One Another—an inperson study and discussion at 10:00 a.m. in
the fellowship hall, and a Zoom study and
discussion at 7:00 p.m. Join us in daily readings
and reflection to ignite our commitments to
love our neighbor. The study will be six weeks
long, but don’t worry if you can’t make every
meeting! We’ll welcome you whenever you can
come.
Let Shelia (at 678-925-0103 or
sheliapreacher@comcast.net) or Tricia (at 404375-8317 or glidewellt@aol.com) know by June
3rd if you will be joining us so that we can get a
book to you.

June Calendar
WE

2-Jun

TH

3-Jun

7:00 PM Kid Min Game Night
6:30 PM Stephen Ministers
June 3-5 Annual Conference

SU

6-Jun

SA

12-Jun

SU

13-Jun

TH

17-Jun

11:00 AM Worship—online and In-Person
8:00 AM Church Work Day
11:00 AM Worship—online and In-Person
6:30 PM SAS/OneBoard
2:00 AM Red Cross Blood Drive
6:30 PM Stephen Ministers

SA

19-Jun

SU

20-Jun

WE

23-Jun

SU

27-Jun

8:00 AM Church Work Day (Rain Date)
11:00 AM Worship—online and In-Person
Father's Day

5:30 PM MUST Dinner
11:00 AM Worship—online and In-Person
2:00 PM Staff
6:30 PM SAS/OneBoard

MO

28-Jun

6:30 PM Trustees

Ongoing Ministries and Programs
Stephen Ministers 1st & 3rd Thursdays at 6:30 PM
Happy Feet Mondays at 9:15 AM and 10:15 AM
ChristWalk Tuesdays at 10:00 AM and 7:00 PM

MUST dinner @ Elizabeth Inn June 23.

Find us on Facebook!
https://www.facebook.com/
stpaulchildren
Keep checking back for our upcoming
Children’s Ministry events!
https://www.facebook.com/
stpaulunitedmethodist
Check out the link above, and “like” our page
to be notified when a new update is posted.
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June Servants
Worship Leader
Peggy Pool
Open/Close Facilities
Robbie Littlefield
Monday Volunteers
06/07
Ruth C, Mary Helen
06/14
Ruth G, Peggy
06/21
Tricia, Mary Helen
06/28
Ruth G, Diana
Altar Flowers
06/06 Open
06/13 Peggy Pool
06/20 Open
06/27 Jim & Mary Helen Setser
Media Booth
Easy Worship—Robbie Littlefield, Mike McMillin
Audio—Butch May, Dusty Rhodes
LiveStream—Doug Conley, John Kone

Our Faithfulness
“I will be loyal to St. Paul United Methodist Church
and support her with my prayers,
my presence, my gifts, my service and my witness.”

JUNE

JULY

02 Libby Higgins

02 Fred Elam

09 Terrell Hartman

03 Jeannine Hartman

14 Stevie Brantley

16 Morgan Field

14 Tricia Glidewell

26 Derek Jackson

24 Betty Gwynn

29 Diana Amers
30 Dorothy McCracken
31 Hope Field

If your birthday does not appear on our list, it
may be missing from our records. Contact the
church office to have this omission corrected.

APRIL 2021
Our Presence
Average weekly Sunday School attendance ...............N/A
Average weekly worship attendance at 11:00 ................ 11
Average weekly online attendance .................................. 125
Our Gifts - General Fund
Financial Report
APRIL Income
Contributions .......................................................... $12,757.00
Processing Gifts............................................................. $75.90
Rental Property ......................................................... $1,551.00
Total April Income ................................................ $14,383.90
Income YTD ........................................................... $73,755.60
APRIL Expenses .................................................... $15,590.53
YTD Expenses .......................................... $66,099.29

Deadline for the

June Epistle
is June 23
Suggested word count: 400-425

