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We Gather as God’s People 
 

PRELUDE 
You can use this time for quiet reflection, prayer and preparation for worship. 

 

 CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
In the name of the Father, and the +Son, and the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

God, our rock and refuge: We pour out our hearts before you. We have known 
you, but have not always loved you. We have wounded one-another and sinned 
against you. We have neglected the Holy Spirit within us, and failed to 
recognize it in others. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, forgive us and 
restore us, that we might proclaim your good news to all. Amen. 
 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake 
God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, 
and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, 

in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 
 

 HYMN “Come We That Love the Lord” RED HYMNAL #625 
 

 APOSTOLIC GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all.  And also with you. 
 

Welcome to Tree of Life Lutheran Church 
 

February 11, 2024 ~ Transfiguration of Our Lord 
 

Leader in regular type, congregation in bold type 
 

 means stand as you are able  
 

Restrooms are located by the kitchen, in the nursery or at the 
end of the piano wing of the sanctuary. 
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 THIS IS THE FEAST   
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 PRAYER OF THE DAY 
The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
 

Let us pray: Almighty God, the resplendent light of your truth shines from the 
mountaintop into our hearts. Transfigure us by your beloved Son, and illumine the 
world with your image, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
 

We Hear God’s Word 
 
FIRST READING: 2 Kings 2:1-12 
A reading from 2 Kings. 

1Now when the LORD was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind, 
Elijah and Elisha were on their way from Gilgal. 2Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay here; for 
the LORD has sent me as far as Bethel.” But Elisha said, “As the LORD lives, and as 
you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they went down to Bethel. 3The company of 
prophets who were in Bethel came out to Elisha, and said to him, “Do you know that 
today the LORD will take your master away from you?” And he said, “Yes, I know; 
keep silent.”  

4Elijah said to him, “Elisha, stay here; for the LORD has sent me to Jericho.” 
But he said, “As the LORD lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they 
came to Jericho. 5The company of prophets who were at Jericho drew near to Elisha, 
and said to him, “Do you know that today the LORD will take your master away from 
you?” And he answered, “Yes, I know; be silent.” 

6Then Elijah said to him, “Stay here; for the LORD has sent me to the Jordan.” 
But he said, “As the LORD lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So the 
two of them went on. 7Fifty men of the company of prophets also went, and stood at 
some distance from them, as they both were standing by the Jordan. 8Then Elijah 
took his mantle and rolled it up, and struck the water; the water was parted to the one 
side and to the other, until the two of them crossed on dry ground. 

9When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me what I may do for you, 
before I am taken from you.” Elisha said, “Please let me inherit a double share of 
your spirit.” 10He responded, “You have asked a hard thing; yet, if you see me as I 
am being taken from you, it will be granted you; if not, it will not.”  
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11As they continued walking and talking, a chariot of fire and horses of fire 
separated the two of them, and Elijah ascended in a whirlwind into heaven. 12Elisha 
kept watching and crying out, “Father, father! The chariots of Israel and its horsemen!” 
But when he could no longer see him, he grasped his own clothes and tore them in 
two pieces. 

The word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 

 
 

PSALM: Psalm 50:1-6 
 1The mighty one, God the LORD, has spoken; 
  calling the earth from the rising of the sun to its setting. 
 2Out of Zion, perfect in its beauty, God shines forth in glory. 
 3Our God will come and will not keep silence; 
  with a consuming flame before, and round about a raging storm. 
 4God calls the heavens and the earth from above 
  to witness the judgment of the people. 
 5“Gather before me my loyal followers, 
  those who have made a covenant with me and sealed it with sacrifice.” 
 6The heavens declare the rightness of God’s cause, 
  for it is God who is judge.  
 
 

SECOND READING: 2 Corinthians 4:3-6 
A reading from 2 Corinthians. 

3Even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. 4In their 
case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them 
from seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. 
5For we do not proclaim ourselves; we proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord and ourselves 
as your slaves for Jesus’ sake. 6For it is the God who said, “Let light shine out of 
darkness,” who has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory 
of God in the face of Jesus Christ. 

The word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 
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 GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  Composed by D.D. Dillard 

 
 

 GOSPEL: Mark 9:2-9 
The holy gospel according to Mark. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

2Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and John, and led them 
up a high mountain apart, by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, 3and 
his clothes became dazzling white, such as no one on earth could bleach them. 4And 
there appeared to them Elijah with Moses, who were talking with Jesus. 5Then Peter 
said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be here; let us make three dwellings, one for 
you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” 6He did not know what to say, for they were 
terrified. 7Then a cloud overshadowed them, and from the cloud there came a voice, 
“This is my Son, the Beloved; listen to him!” 8Suddenly when they looked around, 
they saw no one with them anymore, but only Jesus. 
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9As they were coming down the mountain, he ordered them to tell no one 
about what they had seen, until after the Son of Man had risen from the dead. 

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
 

CHILDREN’S SERMON 
 
 

SERMON 
 
 

 HYMN “Be Thou My Vision” RED HYMNAL #793 
 
 

 APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived 

by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended into hell. On the third day he 
rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the 
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen. 
 
 

 PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION    
Giving thanks for Christ’s being revealed to all people, let us pray for the Church, the 
world and all of creation. 
 

We pray for the Church in all times and places. Holy Lord, may your transformative 
power enter the hearts of all people, that they may come to know your light and your 
life. Inspire your Church, that its witness and life may draw all the world to your Son’s 
perfect glory. God of grace, receive our prayer. 
 

We pray for creation. Holy Lord, bring new life out of wintertime slumber, so that all 
things may declare your praise. Bring calm weather to the West Coast and all places 
experiencing storms, and help those who are affected by flooding or wind. God of 
grace, receive our prayer. 
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We pray for the nation. Holy Lord, bless those charged with leadership, lawmaking, 
and governance in our towns, states, and country. Lead them to seek goodness and 
justice all the days of their lives and callings. God of grace, receive our prayer. 
 

We pray for any who are sick and suffering. Holy Lord, send your comforting and 
healing presence upon all who cry out to you with needs of body, mind or spirit. We 
pray especially for Amanda, Annalise, Anya, Bill, Brian, Carolyn, Christine, Clara, 
Dale, Danielle, Dallas, Elizabeth, Erica, Grace, Jack, Kenneth, Kimberly, Marilyn, 
Mercedes, Patrick, Richard, Sarah, and those we name with our lips or in our 
hearts…silence  God of grace, receive our prayer. 
 

We pray for Tree of Life. Holy Lord, help us to praise you in our moments on the 
mountaintop, and to follow you faithfully on the way of the cross. Lead us in our 
upcoming Lent to focus our lives on you, and to make your love known in this 
community. Bless our bishops, Elizabeth and William; our pastor, Robbie, Bethel 
Evangelical Lutheran Church and its pastor Zachary; and Unity Church and its 
pastors Melissa and Clarence. God of grace, receive our prayer. 
 

We remember those who have died. Holy Lord, accept our thanksgiving for Mark and 
all the saints who came before us on earth and now rest in your everlasting glory. 
Comfort those who grieve, and sustain us in hope as we await your Son’s coming 
again. God of grace, receive our prayer. 
 

Trusting in your grace, we offer these prayers and the silent prayers of our hearts in 
the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
 

 PEACE       
     The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 

 

 
We Share God’s Holy Meal 

 

OFFERING 
 

 OFFERTORY 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise him, all creatures here below; 
Praise him above, ye heav’nly hosts; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
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 OFFERING PRAYER  
Let us pray together: Almighty Lord, all good things come from you. In bread 
and cup you open heaven to us. Meet us at this table, that we receive what we 
seek and follow your Son, Jesus, in whose name we pray. Amen. 
 
 

 GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 
 

The thanksgiving continues with the preface for the day. The congregation responds: 
 
 

 SANCTUS  Composed by D.D. Dillard 
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 WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

 LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
 

 INVITATION TO COMMUNION     
At Jesus’ table, heaven and earth are joined as one. Come to the holy feast. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
All baptized Christians are welcome to commune. Wine and white grape juice are in 

the individual cups. Gluten-free wafers are available upon request. 
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COMMUNION       Composed by D.D. Dillard 

 
 
HYMNS “Let Us Break Bread Together” RED HYMNAL #471 
 “Come to the Table of Mercy” RED HYMNAL #481 
 
 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  
Let us pray together: Giver of every gift, Christ’s body is our food, and we are 
Christ’s body. Raise us to life by your power for the benefit of all and to your 
glory, now and forever. Amen. 
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God Sends Us in Mission 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 BENEDICTION 
The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine on you and be 
gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and grant you peace. In the name 
of the Father, and the +Son, and the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

 HYMN “I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light” RED HYMNAL #815 
 

 MISSION STATEMENT 
What is our Mission? To be faithful children of God, called by grace through 
Christ, and sharing this gift with Middletown, Odessa, Townsend and the 
World. 
 

 DISMISSAL  
Go in peace. You are God’s beloved. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 

POSTLUDE 
You may listen to the music or depart to do God’s work. 
 

Please join us for refreshments in the fellowship room after the service. 
 

 
 

Lent at Tree of Life
Shrove Tuesday 
Pancake Supper 

5:30-7 p.m. February 13 
Hosted by Tree of Life 

 

Ash Wednesday  
Holy Communion 

7 p.m. February 14 
Tree of Life, joined by St. Paul’s UMC 
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