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rayers of Intercession

The prayers are prepared locally for each
occasion. The following examples may be
adapted or used as appropriate.

Confident that God receives our joys
and concerns, let us offer our prayers
for the church, those in need, and all
of creation.

A brief silence.

God of grace and faith, your faith-
fulness is never-ending, and your
righteousness becomes ours through
Christ Jesus. Send the church to pro-
claim the gospel both near and far, in
church buildings and on street corners,
in person and through digital means.
Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God of sky and sea, the plants, animals,
mountains, and plains proclaim your
glory. Prosper the work of ecologists
as they teach us new ways to care for
the environment. Bring relief to areas
recovering from natural disasters. Hear
us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God of peace and justice, you call us
to live as your beloved community
throughout the world. Instill in local,
regional, national, and global political
and civic leaders a desire to work for the
well-being of all people. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Preparing for Next Week

God of care and compassion, you bring
assurance when we are afraid. Bring
calm to any who are anxious or fearful.
Bless the work of therapists, nurses, and
other health care providers. Comfort
all who grieve and soothe any who are
sick (especially). Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God of wonder, you accompany us in
both joys and sorrows. We pray for
children and teachers preparing for a
new school year. Make your presence
known in our work and play, in lively
conversation and in quiet rest. Hear us,
O God.

Your mercy is great.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

God of new life, you send people to
renew both church and society. We give
you thanks for their lives of faithful
service (especially nursing pioneers Florence
Nightingale and Clara Maass, whom the
church remembers today) as examples of
following your call. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Into your hands, O God, we commend
all for whom we pray, in the name of
the one who reconciled all creation to
himself, Jesus Christ our Savior.

Amen.
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Elijah finds the presence of God not in earthquake, wind, or fire, but in the sound of sheer
silence. When the disciples face a great storm on the sea, they cry out with fear. Jesus says:
“Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.” Amid the storms of life, we gather to seek the calm pres-
ence of Christ that soothes our fears. In comforting words of scripture and in the refreshing
bread and cup of the eucharist, God grants us peace and sends us forth to be a sign of God’s
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presence to others.

Prayer of the Day

O God our defender, storms rage around and within us and cause us to be afraid.
Rescue your people from despair, deliver your sons and daughters from fear, and
preserve us in the faith of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

First Reading

1 Kings 19:9-18

On Mount Horeb, where God had appeared to Moses with typical signs of God’s presence—
earthquake, wind, and fire—Elijah now experienced God in “sheer silence.” God assured
Elijah that he is not the only faithful believer. Seven thousand Israelites are stll loyal. God
instructed Elijah to anoint two men as kings and to anoint Elisha as his own successor.

At [Horeb, the mount of God,] [Elijah]
came to a cave, and spent the night there.

Then the word of the LORD came to
him, saying, “What are you doing here,
Elijah?” "He answered, “I have been
very zealous for the Lorp, the God of
hosts; for the Israelites have forsaken
your covenant, thrown down your al-
tars, and killed your prophets with the
sword. I alone am left, and they are
seeking my life, to take it away.”

He said, “Go out and stand on the
mountain before the Lorp, for the
Lorp is about to pass by.” Now there was
a great wind, so strong that it was split-
ting mountains and breaking rocks in
pieces before the Lorp, but the LorD
was not in the wind; and after the wind
an earthquake, but the LORD was not in
the earthquake; *and after the earth-
quake a fire, but the LoORD was not in
the fire; and after the fire a sound of
sheer silence. *When Eljjah heard it, he
wrapped his face in his mantle and went

out and stood at the entrance of the
cave. Then there came a voice to him
that said, “What are you doing here,
Elijah?” *He answered, “I have been
very zealous for the Lorp, the God of
hosts; for the Israelites have forsaken
your covenant, thrown down your al-
tars, and killed your prophets with the
sword. I alone am left, and they are
seeking my life, to take it away.” *Then
the LorD said to him, “Go, return on
your way to the wilderness of Damascus;
when you arrive, you shall anoint Hazael
as king over Aram. 'Also you shall
anoint Jehu son of Nimshi as king over
Israel; and you shall anoint Elisha son
of Shaphat of Abel-meholah as prophet
in your place. "Whoever escapes from
the sword of Hazael, Jehu shall kill;
and whoever escapes from the sword of
Jehu, Elisha shall kill. '*Yet I will leave
seven thousand in Israel, all the knees
that have not bowed to Baal, and every
mouth that has not kissed him.”



