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Story of Eight Witnesses Monument – Introductory Letter 
 

Rodney A. Ames 
10105 Meadow Lake Cir. 
Liberty, Missouri 64068 
(816) 415-2637 Home 

(816) 883-2616 Office 

 
 

November 9, 2012 
 
To the Latter-day Saints, my descendants, 
and all who may read these words, 
 

It is with great humility and gratitude that I write this letter.  For me, this is an 
opportunity to aid in advancing the testimony of the truthfulness of the Book of 
Mormon and to share some of the miracles surrounding the erection of this monument. 

 
When first invited to assist John and Kipp Craig in securing this property it 

seemed like an exciting legal matter but I did not know then how it would affect my life.  
It quickly became a labor of love and I felt the hand of God guide me through the legal 
process and the proceedings.  At many times, application of the law was only the 
surface of the challenge and what became most import were the personal relationships 
surrounding this project.   I have included with this letter several photographs of the day 
the foundation was poured and then, 30 days later, when the monument was set.  I 
have also provided an affidavit prepared during the legal proceedings securing this 
property.  The purpose of this letter will be to share two sacred experiences which 
occurred during this project. 

 
Securing the land 

 
 The first challenge in securing the land was to strike the deal with the right 
person.  It was quickly discovered that determining who that person was would not be 
an easy task.  There were two successive beneficiary deeds filed in Clay County 
transferring the property to the step grandsons of Virgil Saddler – Ronnie Phillips Sr. and 
his son Ronnie Phillips, Jr.  While these deeds were poorly drafted making it unclear who 
had a life estate in the property and how long that would last, it was clear that the area 
used as a cemetery was excepted from the Deed.  This meant that upon the death of 
Mr. Sadler, his Will would determine who the cemetery would be transferred to.  
However, the Will was never probated and the time for doing so had long since passed.  
This meant that the rights to that portion of the land were transferred to the heirs of 
Mr. Sadler.  He had no surviving spouse and no natural or adopted children.  So now the 



5 | P a g e  
 

questions became who are his heirs, would they agree to transfer to the property, 
would they require payment of money, could they even be located?  Each question 
seemed to be an opportunity for failure. 
 
 The miracle came in the amazing cooperation of this family.  These family 
members are mentioned in the affidavit attached and you will see that they each 
responded with the agreement to transfer the land and the cemetery to the Craig’s and 
the Craig’s agreed to accept liability for the cemetery.  These family members were all 
non-members of the church but each became united in making this monument possible.  
No one asked for money.  Not one objected to the project and each was very 
supportive.  If even one of the siblings, nieces or nephews of Vergil Sadler decided they 
wanted money or objected to the project, this would not have happened without a long 
legal challenge, if at all.  It seemed so very unique to have such complete unity among a 
family that did not seem that close to each other and had no affiliation with the church.  
But, that is what happened and the property was secured. 
 

Setting the Monument 
 
 Due to weather, shipping delay, schedules and construction issues, the 
monument was scheduled to be set just three days before the dedication ceremony was 
to take place.  I had made arrangements, after much effort, for the donation of the 
transportation from Vermont to Liberty Missouri by JE. Dunn Construction Company.  
They also agree to provide a crane and crew to lift the 60,000 pound solid Granit 
monument to the foundation that had been poured 30 days prior.  The foundation was 
eight by eight in diameter and over five feet deep.  This steel reinforced foundation was 
required to hold this monument into eternity.  J.E. Dunn also agreed to provide the 
stone masons to set the stone. 
 
 The morning the project was to take place I was sitting at my desk when I had a 
strong impression to leave my desk and go to the site.  I quickly stood up and told my 
secretary that I would be back.  When I arrived at the monument site I was surprised to 
see that all equipment was just sitting idle and the workers and foreman were standing 
around looking at each other.  I got out of my vehicle and asked for the man in charge.  
In doing so the person I spoke with told me that the project had stalled because the 
power company (KCPL) came to turn off the power but realized it was a bigger project 
than expected.  The power running past that land in the overhead cables could not just 
be shut off, the lines needed to be cut and moved so the crane could safely be operated. 
Cutting the lines required at least 48 hours written notice to everyone below where the 
lines were cut and we were informed that we needed to make this request.   
 



6 | P a g e  
 

 I asked the foreman and other men in charge if they knew who we needed to 
speak with at KCPL.  They had no idea.  After about an hour of surmising over how to 
solve the problem the foreman stated that they needed to pull off the job and could 
come back when the power lines were down.  This would mean that the dedication 
would need to be canceled and all the guests from around the world and church head 
quarters would need to be notified.  I excused myself from the group and offered a 
short prayer.  No sooner had I finished this prayer when I clearly remembered that one 
of the men in my neighborhood worked for KCPL.  I could not find his number so I call 
the general number to KCPL and asked for Mike Degendorff.  To my surprise they 
patched me right in.  To my greater surprise, he was apparently the CEO and director for 
all of KCPL.  He was not in the country at the time but his assistant sent him an email.  
Through this process I explained how the power line needed to come down, that no 
notice had been given to the users of the line but that I had a crane and crew ready and 
that the dedication was only a couple days away.   I was asked if notice could be 
provided and I said I thought I could make that happen.   
 
 I got into my car and drove the distance of the power line to see how many 
would be affected.  To my surprise, there were only three families!  I knocked on the 
doors of each family and explained what was taking place then asked for permission to 
shut off the power.  They all readily agreed until I got to the last house where I was told 
clearly NO.  That home had two people who lived there who were medically dependent 
upon the electricity.  I then asked that if I could provide a generator to power their 
home, would that be acceptable.  The adult daughter who was taking care of her 
parents agreed and I called a friend, Bart Walker, who owned an electric company.  They 
quickly ran over a generator, we started it up and I went back to the site to let them 
know I had made arrangements.  Within thirty minutes from that point, the power lines 
were cut! The foremen were astounded.  They had never seen the power company work 
so quickly and willingly.  It was a true miracle. 
 
 After the lines were cut, I received an angry phone call from the man who was 
dependent upon the electricity.  Apparently, he felt differently from his daughter.  I 
quickly drove to his home and was escorted back to his room.  He was sitting up in bed 
and did not look happy.  I extended my apologies and asked how I could help.   I 
explained why the power was off and why we needed his help.  I did not know that his 
wife had very hard feelings toward the church.  After a few moments, some careful 
discussion, and continual silent prayer, he softened and agreed to let us move forward.  
I thanked him and then, as I left the house, I had the impression that I should offer to 
buy him lunch.  I went back to the home and extended the offer.  It was warmly 
accepted and feelings were mended.   
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 There are many other powerful experiences surrounding this project where God’s 
hand was evident.  I am moved to tears when I think of his power and care for each of 
use.  The events of this project are a witness to me of the importance of the restoration 
of the Book of Mormon.  I am deeply grateful for the testimony of the eight witnesses.  I 
join my witness with them.  While I have not handled the plates, or even seem them, I 
have received a powerful witness from the Holy Ghost that the restoration of the gospel 
is true and the Book of Mormon is indeed the word of God.  This knowledge has 
directed the actions and decisions of my life.  This knowledge gives me a witness of the 
divinity of Christ.  He is my savior and redeemer.  I have covenanted to follow him and 
to be a true disciple.   
 
May God bless all who read this letter, with its supporting material, with a desire to read 
the Book of Mormon and obtain a conviction of it and that Jesus Christ is to Son of God 
and Savior of the world. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Rodney A. Ames 
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A Story from the Dedication of the Eight Witnesses Monument 
 

On November 19, 2011, the monument to the Eight Witnesses was dedicated in Liberty, Missouri. 
Among the little miracles that helped make this event a success was one involving parking. The 
monument is located off a narrow street that does not provide much room for parking. A last minute 
decision was made to direct cars to park on a field located up the hill from the monument - a member 
directing parking was sure the land belonged to a friend, and that the friend would not mind if they 
allowed cars to park there.  
 
After everyone had parked -- including about 20 cars on the field -- and walked to the dedication 
ceremony, , a member of the Liberty Ward involved in parking, decided to make one last trip up the hill 
to check on the field parking. As he neared the top of the hill, a Suburban drove up on the sidewalk next 
to the field, stopping short in front of Patrick Rainey, a member of the Shoal Creek ward. An upset man 
jumped out of the Suburban and began talking to Br. Rainey. As the member approached, the visibly-
agitated man demanded to know who gave permission for the cars park on his field. Responding while a 
bit confused, the member asked whether the field belonged to his friend. A "no" came thundering in 
response, followed by the man describing himself as unpleasant to deal with. The member apologized 
for his misunderstanding, and stated, "please tell us what damage there is to the field, and we will make 
you whole." Sputtering in anger and disbelief, the man demanded, "I don't even know who 'we' is." So, 
the member introduced himself: "well, I'm Mark Lehnardt,” he said as he extended his hand.  
 
The man's countenance immediately changed from anger to curiosity, and he inquired, "do you have a 
son named Stephen?" The member replied, "no, but I have a brother named Stephen who has a son 
named Stephen." Upon hearing the family relationship, any remaining anger in this man left, and he 
explained as he turned to return to his Suburban, "your nephew goes to school with my daughter. Don't 
worry about parking here." 
 
The member called up his nephew to thank him for treating young women with respect. He learned that 
his 14 year-old nephew’s school locker was next to the man's daughter for 4 years. Without knowing or 
planning, by following the teachings of the Savior, his nephew had made a significant enough impression 
on a young woman's father that his anger disappeared when the mere family relationship came to light 
 
Youth of the church can do great things, and have wide-ranging effect on their communities, simply by 
following the example of Jesus Christ and living the ideals taught in YM and YW programs of the Church. 
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Affidavit of Ronald Putz 
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Historic Documents
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Sacred Places
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Christian and Peter Whitmer Jr. Burial
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Virgil Sadler Interview
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Beneficiary Deed and Drawing
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Judgment and Decree Determining Heirship
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Property Boundary Survey 
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Evidence of Gravesites
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Items in Time Capsule Placed November 10, 2012 

 Book of Documents regarding the acquisition of land for the Eight Witnesses Monument by: 
Rodney A. Ames, Compiled November 9, 2012. (Note: Similar to this book). 

 Testimony Letters from 173 youth from their YM/YW summer 2012 Youth Conference in Liberty, 
Missouri 

 2011 Church Almanac 
 Liberty Stake History ~ 2010 
 Hymn Book 
 Liberty For All Book ~ History of Liberty, Missouri 
 Kansas City Missouri Temple Book ~ For Such A Time As This 
 CD LDS Magazines 1971-1999 ~ Selected text and selected visuals 
 Faith In God Pamphlet For Girls 
 Faith In God Pamphlet For Boys 
 Picture of the First Presidency 
 Picture of the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles 
 Temples of The Church Of Jesus Christ Of Latter - Day Saints Magazine 
 The New Era Magazine, March 2007 Missionary Preparation Issue 
 The New Era Magazine, October 2008 Special Issue: You Can Stand Strong 
 The New Era Magazine, April 2009 Education: Learning and Earning 
 The New Era Magazine, April 2010 Special Issue: Dating For Beginners 
 The New Era Magazine, November, 2011 Special Section: General Conference is for You 
 Ensign Magazine, November 2011 General Conference Addresses Six New Temples Announced 
 Ensign Magazine, October 2006 Special Issue:  Welcome to the Church of Jesus Christ 
 Ensign Magazine, December 2011  
 Ensign Magazine, November, 2012 
 The Friend Magazine, November 2011 
 For the Strength of Youth Pamphlet 
 Fulfilling My Duty to God ~ For Aaronic Priesthood Holders 
 Young Women ~ Personal Progress ~ Standing As A Witness Of God 
 One sheet of "pass along cards" 
 Green shield CTR ring 
 The Family ~ A Proclamation To The World 
 The Faith of an Emigrant, by: Carl D Kallstrom 
 Tell Me About Your Family Card 
 Ministerial Alliance Thanksgiving Service Tuesday, November 22, 2011 ~ admission ticket 
 Ministerial Alliance Thanksgiving Service Tuesday, November 22, 2011 ~ program 
 Preparing the Way for the Temple ~ member handout card 
 Alexander Doniphan Community Service Award Ceremony, July 9, 2010 
 Alexander Doniphan Community Service Award Ceremony, September 13, 2012 ~ invitation, 

map in envelope 
 Alexander Doniphan Community Service Award Ceremony, September 13, 2012 ~ program 
 Alexander Doniphan Community Service Award Ceremony, September 13, 2012 ~ Photographs 
 The Temple ~ A poem written by: Savannah Jane Morgan (Stake President's daughter) 
 The Liberty Jail Experience brochure 
 Historic Liberty Jail Pamphlet 
 Historic Liberty Jail (book) ~ Historic Site Guide 
 Independence Visitor's Center ~ The Healing Power of Christ, brochure 
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 Temple Run volunteer sign up sheet 
 Mormon History Room Opening, May 30, 2010 invitation 
 Mormon History Room Opening, May 30,2010 
 The Mormon History Room in the Ray County Museum Pamphlet 
 Lumber for the Lord: Carpenter 'awed and humbled' 
 Monumental Celebrations, November 19, 2011 ~ Three Witnesses, Old Log Cabin Jail, Reception 

at Ray County Library  
 Monumental Celebrations, November 19, 2011 ~ Three Witnesses, Old Log Cabin Jail, Reception 

at Ray County Library ~ signed by guests 
 Monumental Celebrations, November 19, 2011 ~ Richmond Celebration & Liberty Celebration 

Map  
 Church News Issue: Three Witnesses Monument Commemorated, November 26,2011 
 Program of the Dedicatory Service and Unveiling of the Oliver Cowdery Monument ~ 22 

November, 1911 ~ Richmond , Missouri 
 Dedicatory Prayer of Eight Witnesses Monument, November 19, 2011, Given by Donald D. 

Deshler of the Seventy 
 Eight Witnesses Monument commemorative piece of granite, November 19,2011 
 Eight Witnesses Monument, November 19,2011 ~  Photographs 
 Kansas City Temple Open House Invitation List ~ for members 
 Temples of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints "Welcome" brochure 
 Kansas City Temple Book Promo piece and small reminder card 
 Historic Sites in the Northwest Missouri area brochure 
 Liberty Stake Center Open House, November 5, 2011 ~  invitation 
 Liberty Missouri Stake Center ~ Dedicatory Prayer, November 6, 2011 
 Liberty Stake Center floor plan and capacity index (2 pages) 
 Kansas City Missouri Temple open house ~  public invitation 
 Kansas City Missouri Temple open house ~  special invitation sealed in envelope 
 Kansas City Missouri Temple open house ~  special invitation letter, map & blue parking pass, 

May 5, 2012 
 Kansas City Missouri Temple open house ~  guest badge 
 Let Zion Rejoice~ An Anthem for the Liberty, Missouri Stake, Performed at the Kansas City 

Temple Dedication ~ written by: Daniel McDavitt 
 Kansas City Temple Dedication: May 6, 2012 music card "The Spirit of God" 
 Church News Issue:  Kansas City Temple,  May 13, 2012 
 Kansas City Temple piece of interior tile baseboards 
 Kansas City Missouri Temple Pin ~ worn by missionaries and leaders throughout the open house 
 "How Can Church Members Assist in Public Affairs Work? ~ instructional 
 Public Affairs and Youth~ instructional 
 Pages 17-23 out of the Handbook of Instructions  
 Relief Society Purposes ~ card 
 Community Connection ~ Third Quarter 2011 
 Community Connection ~ Second Quarter 2012 
 Romney/Ryan yard sign from November, 2012 election 
 J. Rueben Clark Law Society 2012 Annual Dinner Program 
 J. Rueben Clark Law Society 2013 Annual Conference Program Invitation ~ Verbal announcement 

that Kansas City will host the 2014    Annual Conference 
 Sacred Places  of Missouri (book)~ A Comprehensive Guide to Early LDS Historical Sites Volume 

Four 
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 CD of Encyclopedia Britannica 2003 Ready Reference 
 Letter To Kansas City Missouri Temple District from Temple President John W Hardy & Matron 

Nancy S Hardy 
 Letter to Liberty Stake from Liberty Stake Public Affairs Director Cindy McDavitt  
 Letter from: Huntsman 
 Letter from: Hanks & Karpowitz 
 Letter from: Mary Diane Whitmer Rauser 
 Letter from: Rodney A. Ames 
 Letter from: Stake Patriarch Richard and Linda Trekell 
 Letter from: David and Wendy Dyck 
 Letter from: Bryan and Debra Youd 
 Letter from: Bill and Terri Tervort 
 Letters from: Matthew and Jackie Jameson (3) 
 Letter from: G. Lane and Sandra Vance 
 Letter from: Rodolfo and Lori Garcia 
 Letters from: Ben and Michelle Bond (3) 
 Letter from: MaryJane Davis 
 Letter from: Phyllis Caldwell 
 Letter from: Matt and Annette Argyle 
 Letter from: Scott and Anaise Robertson 
 Letter from: Morgan James and Bryanna Wong Rainey 
 Letter from: Judy White 
 Letter from: GerryAnn Robins 
 Letter from: Peggy Sue Bowman 
 Letter from: Sara Woodward 
 Letter from: Bradley and Rebecca Ethington 
 Letter from: Steffan and Caryn Williams 
 Letter from: Kylie and Jamie Ziegler 
 Letter from: Sheila Bruns 
 Letter from: Bessie Woodard and Phillip Woodward 
 Letter from: Brian and Meredith Burnham 
 Letter from: Helen P Davis 
 Letter to: Sicily Dawn Lewis 
 Letter from: Sharon Shull 
 Letter from: Mary Elaine Richardson 
 Letter from: Michael J. Andersen 
 Letter from: Daniel and Sarah Messick 
 Letter from: Janelle Jenkins 
 Letter from: Sheri Brown 
 Letter from: Patrick and Leslie Rainey 
 Banner from:  Young Women's Camp 2010  by: Sage Foley 
 Testimony from: Sage Foley 
 Picture of Sean Foley Family, 1st Councilor in the Liberty, Missouri Stake  
 Illustrated Historical Atlas of Jackson county Missouri 
 Items from: Morgan Family, Jeremiah Morgan, Liberty Missouri Stake President 
 Letter about youth, Stephen Lehnardt 
 Letter from: Hars Henriquez & Amanda Henriquez 
 Song sheet from: the Eight Witnesses Monument Time Capsule Interment November 10, 2012 


