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JACKSON COUNTY, MISSOURI
MORMON  HISTORIC SITES

by William J. Curtis

INDEPENDENCE, MISSOURI

1.  TIE TEMPLE LOT

A. 1868 Bird's-eye View
The vacant area in the upper
center is the high point of the
original 63+ acres of land

+j%\  dedicated as the Temple Lot
(1).  It is owned by the Church
of christ (Temple Lot).  The
curved street is Lexington and
is the old trail that the early
Mormons used to reach their
settlements in Kaw Township.
The house at the comer of
Lexington and Union was the
Edward Partridge home (2).  It

was razed in the 1880s.  The building directly behind it is the
Mormon school (3).  It was made of brick and moved from this
site in the 1880s to E. Walnut.  It was razed by the city in the
early 1970s.

Missouri Mormon Frontier Foundation (MMFF) "Mormon
Walking Trail" bronze markers in the sidewalk.

8.  Current View of the Temple Lot area:

View south west on Lexington from Union.  The Community of
Christ Temple is to the left.



C.  Temple Lot

This is the earliest known photograph of the Temple Lot taken
about 1888.  It shows the newly constructed RLDS Stone Church
and the recently constructed Church of Christ (Temple Lot)
building roumed by an arsonist in 1898].  In 1893 the Momon
Tabernacle Choir performed in the Stone Church on their way to
the Chicago World's Fair.  George Q. Cannon was in charge of
this tour.        MNIF Marker
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D. Temple
Lot about
1906
This view is
east toward the
Independence
Square. It
shows the
second Temple
Lot church
building which
replaced the first structure.  This building was burned by an
arsonist in 1990.  The Mormon Tabemacle Choir sang 7ye 77!¢#4
Z7!ee a God/or a Prapfee/ on the Temple Lot in 1911 on their trip
to Richmond, Missouri for the dedication of the Three Witnesses
Monument.

E. Centennial of
the Return of the
Church of Christ
(Temple Lot)
1867-1967
Granville Hedrick
led the members
of his church back
to hdependence in
1867.  They were
the first LDS
group to retun.
They soon purchased the site known as the Temple Lot.

F. Temple Construction
In 1929 the Church of Christ (Temple Lot) excavated the site for
the construction of a Temple. The economy of the Great
Depression kept the church from completing this project.
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G.  Marker Stones
These two marker stones were found when the site was excavated
for the Temple in 1929.  They may be viewed in the visitors'
center of the Church of Christ (Temple Lot) in the west lower
level of their church.
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H.  Interior of
the Second
Church
This building
was destroyed
by an arsonist in
1990.  The
historic pulpit
shorn here was
miraculously
saved when the
ceiling fell on it,

protecting it from the fire.  It is the pulpit of the current church.
Most of the church records were saved when the building burned.

I.  The Church of Christ (Current View)
This view shows the new Church of Christ building that replaced
the one burned in 1990.  The lower floor (entrance on left) has a
visitors' center with various church history items on display.
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J.   Hedrick Cemetery, SE Corner 24 Highway and Salisbury
Granville Hedrick led his church members back to Independence
in 1867.  When they reached the Missouri River northeast of
hdependence they found that the river was beginning to thaw and
the ice was
covered with
water.  Under
the leadership
of George
Frisby they
decided to trust
in the Lord and
make the
crossing
anyway.  Frisby
led the first
wagons across
the river.  The
ice held and they all
made it safely across.

K  Granvine Hedrick
Tombstone
Granville Hedrick' s
tombstone is located in
the far southeast comer
of the cemetery.  His
wife is buried beside
him.  The cemetery is
located on a portion of
the farm of James
Hedrick, the brother of
Granville.  Other
members of the Hedrick
family are buried here.
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K The Stone
Church
(Current View)
The
Reorganized
Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter
Day Saints
(RLDS) became
the Community
of christ 6 April
200 1 .

L.  The Community of Christ Temple (Current View from the
Church of Christ grounds)
The Community of christ Temple was dedicated in 1994.  It
houses the headquarters and archives of the Community of Christ.
A church history museum contains many items of significance.
It also houses a world renowned Casavant Freres organ. Free
concerts are available daily June-August and on Sundays all year.
Tours are available.  Allow adequate time.
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M.  The Community of Christ Auditorium (Current View)

Construction began on the Auditorium in 1926.  The building was
finally completed about forty years later.  This building contains
the conference chamber where the general conferences of the
church are held.  It has a world renowned Aeolian Skinner organ.
Tours are available.

N.  The LDS Visitors' Center  (Current View)
937 West Walnut Street, Independence

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints dedicated this
building 31 May 1971.  It is located on the approximately twenty
acres of Temple Lot land that the LDS Church has owned since
1904.  The lower floor contains excellent historical exhibits on
Missouri Latter-day Saint history.  Tours are available daily from
9 a.in. to 9 p.in., Christmas Day from noon to 7 p.in.
Call 816-836-3466 for more information.

Jackson County, Missouri Mormon Historic Sites
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Independence Mormon Visitors' Center in 2002

2. Tlm ]oNEs H. FLouRNoy HousE

A.  1970 Interior View
The Jones H. Floumoy house was constructed in 1826 on Pleasant
Street at Kansas.  It was here that church leaders negotiated the
purchase of the Temple Lot in 1831 from Jones Floumoy.  It was
the home of Moses G. Wilson in 1838 when the Prophet Joseph

Jackson County, Missouri Mormon Historic Sites
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Smith was brought back as a prisoner to Independence from Far
West by Wilson under the orders of samuel D. Lucas.  The
Wilsons invited Joseph to dine with them in this room.  Mrs.
Wilson asked Joseph Smith to tell his story.  When he was
through, tears were running down the face of Mrs. Wilson.
Neither of the Wilsons would ever be hostile to the church after
that.

8.  Original Site
of Flournoy
House
126 S. Pleasant
The Floumoy
house had two
maj or additions
on the east
making it a large
mansion.  The
original  1826
structure in the
foreground was
saved from
destruction in
1963 and
eventually moved
to the current site on Lexington.
MMFF Marker

C. Current View from Original Site
The original site for the Floumoy house at 126 S. Pleasant is a
parking lot for the First Christian Church.  The next photo was
taken looking west from the exact location of the Floumoy house,
showing the closeness to the Temple Lot marked by the  LDS
Visitors' Center, the Community of christ Auditorium, Temple,
and Stone Church.
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D.  The Jones H. Flournoy House                                (Current view)
The Floumoy House has been restored and is furnished in period
style.  In the original location there was a fireplace chimney at the
far end and a full basement.  The house is open for tours and is
located in the block west of the Stone Church on Lexington.

MMFF Marker
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3.  JOSEPH SMITH Ill HOME,1214 WEST SHORT

A. Joseph Smith III's Last Home
Joseph Smith Ill (1832-1914) was the
oldest son of the Prophet Joseph Smith.
He became president of the Reorganized
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day
Saints 6 April 1860.  He moved from
Lamoni, Iowa to this home in 1906, where
he lived until his death in 1914.

8.  Joseph Smith Ill

C.  Current View of the Joseph Smith Ill Home

Jackson County, Missouri Mormon Historic Sites
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4. ALEXANDER SMITH HOME
112 S. Spring [SW corner at alley]

A.  Early Photograph
Alexander Smith (1838-1909) was the son of Joseph and Emma
Smith.  Alexander brought his family to this house in 1882.  A
mob gathered here to drive them out.  Alexander stood on the
porch and shamed the mob into disbanding.  This home was a
gathering place for the visiting Saints.  It was razed in 1967.

8.  Current View of
Alexander Smith
Home Site
The house was on the
site of this current
parking lot.  The east
side of the First
Christian Church
shows in the
background.

Jackson County. Missouri Mormon Historic Sites
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5. Tlm RED BRICK CHURCH

A.  The Red Brick church   (RLDS)

The old Red Brick church was located on the northeast comer of
E. Lexington and Pearl.  Construction was begun in 1879 and the
building was dedicated in 1884.  This building served the RLDS
community until it was replaced by the Stone Church.

Painting by Nancy Harlacher ©

8.  Current View of
Red Brick Church Site
Some of the materials
from the old brick
church were used in the
construction of the
current house on the
site.

Jackson County, Missouri Mormon Historic Sites
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6.  CHURCH OF .Esus cmlsT (CUTLERITE)

Current view of the Church of Jesus Christ (Cutlerite)
807 S. Cottage, Independence, Missouri

The Church of Jesus Christ was founded by Alpheus Cutler
(1784-1864) after the death of Joseph Smith.  Cutler was the head
stone mason for the Nauvoo Temple.  He also cut and laid the
comerstones for the Far West Temple.  The church was first
located at Manti, Iowa.  After the death of Cutler the church was
moved to Clitherall, Minnesota.  A branch of the church was
established in Independence in the 1920s.  This building was
erected in 1928, a near duplicate of the church in Clitherall.  This
is the only small Latter Day Saint denomination that practices
temple ordinances.  These are performed on the second floor of
this building.

Jackson County, Missouri Mormon Historic Sites
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7.  SAMUEL D. LUCAS HOME SITE
[SE corner of Spring and Truman]

A.  Samuel D. Lucas
Samuel D. Lucas was the
Missouri Militia general who
ordered the execution of Joseph
Smith at Far West.  After
Alexander W. Doniphan blocked
this action, Lucas ordered
Joseph Smith to be taken to
Independence in the custody of
General Moses G. Wilson.
Lucas thought this would further
his political career to show off
the Mormon Prophet in
Independence.  However, this
backfired on Lucas.  After his
arrival in Independence Joseph Smith was asked to speak on the
Square.  He won the sympathy of many of the city's residents.  He
soon was allowed to freely walk the streets of Independence.
Lucas held several important positions in the Jackson County
government in the following years.

8.  Samuel D. Lucas Home
The Lucas home was on the southeast comer of what is now
Spring and Tmman
Road.  Truman Road
did not exist then.
This is from the 1868
Bird's-eye View of
Independence.  The
First Methodist
Church (15) across
Spring Street still
stands.

Jackson County, Missouri Mormon Historic Sites
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C.  Current View of Samuel D. Lucas Home Site
SW Bell Telephone Company occupies the lot.

D.  Samuel D Lucas Grave

Samuel D. Lucas was born 19 July 1799 and died a highly
respected citizen in
Independence 23 February
1868.  He is buried at the
southeast comer of Spruce
and Evergreen in Woodlawn
Cemetery on 700 South
Noland Road.  Lucas was
Recorder of Deeds for
Jackson County for many
years.  His handwhting
appears throughout the early
county records.

Jackson County, Missouri Mormon Historic Sites
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8.  SAMUEL \VESTON HOME AND SHOP

A.  Samuel Weston Home (1950s photograph)
The Samuel Weston home stood on S. Osage.  It was razed in
1961 for the construction of the current Post Office.  It was a one
and a half story frame structure with a winding stairway in the
comer.  Weston was a leader of the citizens who drove the
Mormons from Jackson County.

8.  Current
View

The Post
Office
occupies the
site of the
Weston home
on the
southwest
comer of
Lexington
and Osage.

Jackson County, Missouri Mormon Historic Sites
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D.  Samuel
Weston Grave
Samuel Weston
was buried in 1846
in the original
cemetery section
ofWoodlaun
Cemetery, east on
Spruce on the right
after the curve.
He died as a
highly respected
citizen of the
community.  This
replaced the plow
share that marked
his grave.

C.  Weston Cabinet and
Blacksmith Shop
The Weston cabinet and
blacksmith shop was built
on the southeast comer of
Lexington and Spring
when the torn was
founded.  He held several
county offices.  His son
Robert followed his trade
of blacksrithing and
inherited the shop lots.

Jackson County, Missouri Mormon Historic Sites
William J. Curtis page  19



9.  THE EXAMINER PRINTING COMPANY

A. The Examiner Building
The Examiner Building was on the northeast comer of Lexington
and Osage.  The second floor was rented for the first chapel of
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints when the Central
States Mission headquarters was moved to Independence in 1907.
The church's mission printing company, Zion's Printing and
Publishing Company, had the Examiner press print the fi.czfoo#cz
77ie E/ders ' JoztrHcz/ until they could purchase a press.  A parking
lot now occupies the site.

8. Notiice o£ Services in the Liahona The Elders ' Journal
This chapel was used until a
permanent chapel was                                     £ERvioEs   it{   iNaEp&rSDENc;¥.
Constructed  in  1 914                                          Tht3  Ch%rr^h  ®f JREit8  onrjjii  s{  i#t{erfroy

at ple asant and walnut.                   {§„&% ::%¢feo%Tg!3;BgfigJ¥£ria£?a:+iEg;: ETf
``*sas%T7.€±dscoL  i®  a.c]ev®ts   a.   in.

=rnco:#n8co:i;tic;'££:.€£cktop;ttftycaahoth
g¢rt`!ofrs.      S¢iat€   are  !roa,  &ad  n®  co[}®azlam
!S   t&kEL
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10.  TIIE GILBERT AND WHTNEY STORE

A. Gilbert and Whitney
Store
The Gilbert and Whitney
Store was located on the
northwest comer of
Liberty and Lexington.
It was the Mormon dy
goods store.  It aroused
the animosity of local
non-Mormon merchants
because the Mormons
preferred to buy their
goods at a church ouned
store.  It was the
immediate brunt of the
mob's wrath 20 July
1833 after a petition was

presented to drive the
Momons from the
county.  The store was
broken into and the
goods scattered in the
street.  The original
stone foundation is still

under the current building and one inner brick wall from the
original building is part of the current building.  This picture is
taken from an 1840s engraving of the Square.  The store consisted
of the two story brick building on the left and the one story frame
building in the center.

honF Marker
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11.  THE LIAHONA OFFICE

A.  The Liahona Office (the Owen's Building)
In 1907 77!e fz.czrfeo#cz was established in Independence as the LDS
church's missionary paper.  It was soon merged with 77ie E/ders '
Jowr#o/ of the Southern States Mission to become the fz.czfoo#cz
77!e E/ders ' Jowr#cz/.   It is the major source of the Utah Church's
missionary history from 1907 to 1945.  When the church set up
offices on the second floor of this building it was on the site of the
early church's Gilbert and Whitney Store.

i    -..  \

8. Current View of
the Gilbert and
Whitney Store and
the Liahona Ofrice
Sites
The current
restoration of this
building to its  early
2oth Century
appearance was
completed in 2004.

Jackson County, Missouri Mormon Historic Sites
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12.  THE JACKSON COUNTY COURTHOUSE
A.  First Courthouse on the Square
This courthouse was
constructed in 1829-
1832.  It is probably the
courthouse mentioned
in Doctrine and
Cove#¢#ts 57:3.  This
would be the building in
which the church
members transacted
their legal affairs, such
as filing land deeds and
marriage certificates in
1832 and 1833.  The brick walls were thin, poorly constructed and
became unsafe.  It was razed, the brick sold and a new building
built on the original stone foundation in 1836.

8.  The Second Courthouse
This is the courthouse that replaced the first courthouse on the
Square in 1836.  This building is the core of the current

courthouse.
The second
floor contains
the courtroom
where
Alexander W.
Doniphan
defended
Onn Porter
Rockwell
against the
charge that he
attempted to
assassinate
former

Jackson County, Missouri Mormon Historic Sites
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governor Lilbum Boggs.  The courtroom was greatly changed in
the 1933 remodeling of the courthouse, but it is still the same
room.  This building was constructed on the stone foundation of
the first courthouse on the Square.  It was on the southwest comer
of the courthouse lawn that the petition was read 20 July 1833
demanding that the Mormons leave the county [far left in this
1840s engraving].  It was also on that comer that Edward
Partridge and Charles Allen were tarred and feathered in 1833.

MMFF Marker (Public Square)

C.  Current View of the Courthouse
This view from the southeast shows the courthouse as remodeled
under the direction of Judge Harry S Truman in 1933.  Urban
Renewal in the 1960s changed the landscape setting.

Jackson County, Missouri Mormon Historic Sites
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13.  TIIE EVENING AND THE MORNING STAR -
W. W. PIIELPS PRINTING OFFICE

A.  W. W.  Phe]ps Home and Printing Office
This building was located on the west side of the 100 block of S.
Liberty south of the bank drive-in facility.  W.W. Phelps began
publishing Z7!e Evenz.#g a#d /fee Mormz.ng Sfar at this location in
July 1832.  The press was on the second floor and the family lived
on the first floor.  The Boo4 a/Co"ma#dme#ts was also printed
here.  On 20 July 1833 the mob threw the press out the window
scattering the type in the street.  A beam was inserted through the

windows on the southeast comer of the second floor and the wall
was pulled out.  The building was later repaired and used as a
business building until about 1930.  An uncropped version of this
photograph has 1920s cars in the alley behind it.  The press was
eventually taken to St. Joseph, Missouri to publish a newspaper.
Its last known location was in Colorado in the 1860s.

hrmF Marker
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8.  The Evening and the
Morning Star
This was the first
publication of the church
and the first newspaper
printed in Independence.
It carried virfually no
local news.  It was
concerned with modem
revelations, theology and
news of the world,
especially disasters,
indicating that these were
the latter days.

C.  Current View of S.
Liberty Site
The W.W. Phelps home
and printing office was
located where the parking
lot is to the left of this drive-in banking facility.

Jackson County, Missouri Mormon Historic Sites
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14.  Tlm FIRST LOG cOuRTHOusE

A.  The Log Courthouse on its Original Site
The log courthouse was constructed in 1827-1828 by the skilled
slave, Sam Shepard, on the southeast comer of Lynn and
Lexington.  It ceased to be used by the county when the brick

courthouse was

8.  Current
View of the
Site of the Log
Courthouse
This view is
north along
Lyrm toward
Lexington. The
log courthouse
faced west on
Lyrm.

finished on the Square
in 1832.  Algemon
Sidrey Gilbert
purchased the building
for a home and for the
church store.  Gilbert
added a brick room on
the rear for his family.
The store was later
moved to the location
on the Square.  The
Gilberts continued to
live in this building
until the Saints were
driven from Jackson
County.

hrmF Marker

Jackson County, Missouri Mormon Historic Sites
William J. Curtis page 27



C.  Log
Courthouse at
its Current
Location
In  1916 the old
courthouse was
moved to its
current location
at 107 W.
Kansas and
refurbished and
modemized.  In
its current

location, it is backwards.  The street side is actually the rear of the
building.  The original fireplaces and chimneys were of soft
handmade brick made by slaves.  The stone fireplaces were
installed in the 1920s.  The building is open for tours.

MMFF Marker

15.  FIRST LILBURN B0GGS HOME SITE

A. 1868 Bird's-eye View -First Boggs Home
This is the home where the future governor of Missouri lived in
the early 1830s.  He was
friendly to the newly
arriving Mormons at
first, even allowing
Peter Whitmer, Jr. to
conduct his tailoring
business in his home
(arrow).  The house was
a small structure much
like the Jones H.
Floumoy home.
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8.  Current View of
Boggs Home Site
The Lilbun Boggs
home was on the
northwest comer of
Lexington and Lyrm.

houF Marker

16.  SMALLWOOD NOLAND HOUSE [HOTEL]

A.  The Noland House was located on the northwest comer of
Main and Maple.  There is no known picture of it.  It was built by
Solomon Floumoy, brother of Jones H. Floumoy and was the
leading hotel in hdependence.  When Joseph Smith and other
church leaders were brought to hdependence in 1838 as
prisoners, they were kept in this building.  Joseph Smith preached
a sermon on the Main Street side of the hotel.  This was the most
popular gathering place at the Square.  The hotel had a two story
porch running lengthwise on the Main Street side, making it  ideal
as a place to meet.  It burned in
the  1840s.
hrmF Marker

8.  Current View of Noland
House Site
The current Clinton Building was
constructed in 1906 after a fire
heavily damaged the earlier
structure.  Elements of the
previous buildings are contained
in this building.
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C. Solomon Flournoy House
This house is now a small brick structure on the rear of the house
at Main and St. Charles (southeast comer).  Floumoy built the
hotel at Main and Maple.  He died in the fall of 1833.

17. THE JACKSON COUNTY JAIL

A.  The first countyjail was located on the southwest comer of
Truman Road and Lynn.  It faced toward Main.  It was
constructed on the same floor plan as the Liberty jail, but was
only of log and not encased in stone.  Church leaders were housed
here for their protection in 1833 when the mobs were raging.  The
first jail accidently burned when hot ashes were put beside it.
MMFF Marker on Main Street

8.  Current View of the First
Jail Site
View of the southwest comer
of Lynn and Truman from the
southeast.
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C.  The Second
Jackson County Jail
This isthejail inwhich    !j

_              _                 _.                 &±

Chin Porter Rockwell
was held when he was
accused of trying to
assassinate Lilbum W.
Boggs.  h the drawing it
is the small building
closest to the right in the
foreground (arrow).
After the third jail (2)
was constructed in 1859,
this jail was sold to a
slave trader then it was used as the city jail.

D.  Current, View of the Second Jail Site
Located on the southeast comer of Main and Truman, this
building once was the main fire station for the city.  It now serves
as the ticket office for the Hany S Truman Home.  The building

to the right is the
third jail and is
now a public
museum.

MNIF marker
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18.  Tlm sEcoND LILBURN w. BOGGs HOME

A. Second Boggs Home
Lilbum Boggs lived in this home after he left the office of
governor of Missouri.  It was located on the west side of Spring
Street south of walnut.  An MMFF marker in the sidewalk marks
the site.  On the night of 6 May 1842 someone attempted to

8.  Current View
of Boggs Home
Site
This view is from
the southeast on
Spring.  Boggs
home was at the
crest of the hill in

assassinate the former
governor.  Later Orrin
Porter Rockwell was
arrested for this but
finally was acquitted
by a Jackson County
jury in  1843.

the center of the photograph.  This land is
owned by The Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints.  MMFF Marker

C.  Lilburn W. Boggs
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I).  Times and Seasons
This issue of rz.mes' o#d Se¢so#s describes the assassination
attempt on Boggs and the attempt to extradite the Prophet Joseph
Smith as accessory to the crime.

TERERES    ARTD    SHASONS.
",i.ru`Il  ``'ill  I,re'i`il.,,

Vo|~   I`...   Itr)..7.]                {;;.iY  ol`  NAU`'00, [Whole  No.  ce

S.i`g.in.n  couiity   ret3rncd  upoTi   lh.  paid  11..
be®e  cori)u8.    that   h®  dotaiiicd   the  paid  Jo+<.>ii!!

SDi(b  ill cp8Ledy I..v.  `irlue  of a   vy'arront  i5su.`.ti
b7 .h®  Goveri]oi   of  lbo   Slate of  Illinois   iiitoi,
the i®qui8ilion  of  llie Govttrut)r  i)f  the   Slu[o  (If

Hiaeouri, mode oii the  a fri/:a` i. of L.  W. J}og?7..
-opiee  of ;b. mid   t!faJ^vit,  T.qtii8iiion  end
-am8`  were .nn.^-cJ to  :I.(, 88id  return  in llie
I-ord. antl  figq]c.I fuliowiiig+
"#"°€;#3'£ufuni.   i SS.  T!`ia da}` p.ne„

•llyappoQTed  barur¢  I:i{`` S!r`mu.I  ``,'.I.:on`  1 J`I8.
tic.  of  the I.®c®  wit:`in  aird  fo.  `!i® Cotinl7  a/
Jackcoii. the fubn.,ri{ eT. I,il bt:rn  \'T.. Bf)ggr, wh``
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19. THE DANIELSON IMPLEMENT COMPANY
THE MORMON PLOWSIIARE FACTORY

A. Danielson Implement Company
This factory was established in 1908 by LDS members from Utah.
It was to provide fami implements for church members in the
West.  It flourished for awhile, but was closed in 1914.  It later
became Gleaner combine corporation.    It was located south of
the southeast comer of Cottage and Pacific directly south of the
Temple property of the LDS Church.  The buildings have been
vacant since about 2000.

8.  Current View of the Gleaner Combine Site on S. Cottage
This view is
from the west
on Cottage
Street.  The
Church of Jesus
Christ of
Latter-day
Saints still
Ouns a
significant
amount of this
property.
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20.  FIRST LDS CHAPEL IN INDEPENDENCE

ii__HiiiEiE   -__-,=_i-it`-.  `   :.I,ial

A.  First LDS Chapel
This beloved chapel was built in 1914 on the southwest comer of
Pleasant and Walnut.  While he was a missionary of the Central
States Mission, Spencer Kimball helped with the landscaping
before the dedication.  President Joseph F. Smith dedicated the
building.  The mission offices were in the rear (right) of the
chapel and the mission.home was to the south (left).  The building
was razed in 1983.

8.  Current View of Chapel Site

This view is from
Pleasant Street on
the east.  This was
also the site of
Zion's Printing and
Publishing
Company.
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21.  ZI0N'S PRINTING AND  PUBLISHING COMPANY
The first pemanent home of Zion's Printing and Publishing
Company was on Walnut Street to the rear of the LDS chapel.  It
published the major portion of the church's missionary tracts,
many of its books, and the £!.¢¢o#¢.  It published several editions
of The Boo* o/Mormo#, the first to be published in
hdependence.  This building was constructed in 1915 and was
razed in 1954.  Zion's printing operation was closed in 1951.
A„  Liahona The Elders Journal 2"oNe;hoes \9\5 iss,Me.
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22.  IVILLIAM E. MCLELLIN'S GRAVE

A.  Original William E. MCLellin
Headstone
William E. MCLellin was one of
the first apostles chosen by the
church in 1835.  He tuned against
the church at Far West in 1838. In
his later life he joined several of the
factions.  He lived in Independence
the last years of his life.  He was
frequently interviewed by LDS
members from Utah in
Independence.  He is buried in
Independence in Woodlawn
Cemetery, south side of pine past the red mausoleum.  In later
years MCLellin lived in the 100 block on the west side of South
Main Street.

8.  Missouri Mormon
Frontier Foundation' s
Marker on MCLellin's
Grave
Because MCLellin's
original headstone was
rapidly deteriorating,
Missouri Mormon
Frontier Foundation
erected an interpretive
marker for this colorful
and controversial figure
in church history.  It
was dedicated in 1996.
Jan Shipps, noted
historian and editor of
the MCLellin papers,
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was the speaker.  MCLellin's ].oumals and other papers became the
source of much speculation.  Mark Hofmann claimed he had
found them and used this claim to create some of his forgeries.
MCLellin's papers were later found in the First Presidency's vault
in SautLflkJe Cky .  The Journals Of William E. MCLellin,  1831 -
J836 has been published with Jam Shipps as senior editor.

23. MOUNT WASHINGTON CEMHTERY
entrance in 9200 block of Truman Rd.

A.  Jim Bridger's Grave [east side of main road]
Jim Bridger (1804-1881) discovered the Great Salt Lake in 1824
and founded Fort Bridger in 1843.  He counseled Brigham Young
on the merits of settling in the Great Salt Lake Valley.  Bridger
guided the U.S. Army's invasion of utah in 1857.  He was a guide
for the construction route of the transcontinental railroad.
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24.  MOUND GROVE CEMETERY, 1818 North RIver Blvd.

A.  Zion's Camp
Monument [front]
This monument
honors those who died
of cholera at the Rush
Creek camp near
Liberty.  The remains
of three of those
Zion's Camp members
were reburied here.

8.  Zion's Camp
Monument [back]
This side lists those
who died at the
Rush Creek site.
The monument was
erected by
Missouri Mormon
Frontier
Foundation.
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C.  Josiah Curtis Mormon Battalion Marker

Josiah Curtis joined the famous Momon Battalion at the age of
fifteen.  His parents ].oined the church the year of his birth in
1830.  He was baptized at Far West.  Josiah was taken prisoner at
Carthage, nlinois in June 1844 and was released to deliver a letter
from the Prophet Joseph Smith to his wife Emma at Nauvoo.  As a
member of the Pueblo Detachment of the Mormon Battalion he
was one of the first to enter the Salt Lake Valley.  He helped
construct the first public building in Salt Lake City.  When his
family did not come to Utah, he went back looking for them.
They had joined another faction of the church.  Josiah's loyalty to
his family caused him to stay in Missouri.  Late in life he became
a member of the RLDS Church, after his family had joined.  His
home was located on the site of the Community of Christ Temple.
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D. Joseph Smith Ill Tomb

Joseph Smith in was the oldest child of Joseph and Emma Smith.
He was born in Kirtland, Ohio in 1832 and died in hdependence,
Missouri in  1914.
He became the first President of the Reorganized Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter Day Saints 6 April 1860 at Amboy, nlinois.  This
tomb is at the highest point in Mound Grove cemetery.

E.  Current View of Joseph Smith III's Tomb
This view shows the graves of the Smith family sulTounding
Joseph Smith III's tomb.  His sons Frederick M. Smith and Israel
A. Smith who
were his
successors as

presidents of
the
Reorganized
Church of
Jesus Christ
of Latter Day
Saints are
buried here.
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E. Emily Hopkins Bartholomew (1833 - 1917) -Passenger on
the ship Brooklyn
The Brooklyn set sail from New York
on 4 Feb 1 846 canying passengers and
provisions for an LDS settlement in
Califomia. It appears to be the first
colony of home-seekers to sail around
Cape Horn.  They landed at Yerba
Buena, later named San Francisco, California.  She came to
Independence in 1885 from Oakland, Califomia with her husband
George Bartholomew, a noted circus horse trainer.  Both are
buried in Mound Grove Cemetery (South Block 2, lot 26) just a
short distance west of Joseph Smith in.

The George & Emily Bartholomew home on the northeast comer
of Lexington Avenue and River Boulevard in Independence was
for a time the church headquarters for the RLDS Church.  It is
now a parking lot for the Stone Church.
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25.  NORTH RIVER BOULEVARD
The Trail of Despair

A.  North River Boulevard
Many of the Saints used this route in November of 1833 to reach
the Missouri River.  Jackson County mobs forced them to leave in
bitter cold November weather.  As they wearily trudged north
with only a few of their possessions, all the promises of Zion in
Jackson County must have appeared broken.  It is amazing that
most of these disheartened Saints kept their faith.

26.  WAYNE CITY LANDING

A.  The road down the bluff to the landing
This road wound its way down the bluff to reach the landing
where the Saints huddled in the cold waiting to cross the river into
Clay County.  Ferries operated on the river to help the Saints
cross.  This road no longer goes all the way to the landing.
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Road from the BIuff to the Independence / Wayne City
Landing -photo from the C. Ed. Miller collection.

8.  Current View of the Landing Road
The current road leads to a overlook point above the Missouri
River landing and ferry site.  Go north on River, take the first left
after crossing Kentucky Rd. (entering LaFarge property)

View North from Kentuck
Jackson County, Missouri Mormon Historic Sites
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C.  Current View of Wayne City Landing Site at the
Missouri RIver

This view is northwest from the overlook point above the Wayne
City Landing site.  The Saints huddled along the river in cold
despair on the night of 13 November 1833 when an awesome
meteor shower fell from the heavens, giving hope to the Saints
that God still remembered them in their darkest moments.   The
night was remembered all over the world as "the night the stars
fell."   Nothing is left of the landing, but the lookout point gives a
good view of the river valley where the saints crossed.    This site
is in the process of a complete renovation into an intexpretive
center by the LaFarge Company.  The narrow tree line across the
center of the picture marks the present north bank of the Missouri
River.
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D.   The Missouri River before the Corps of Engineers
harnessed the channel.

Photo by P. H. Grinter in the 1880s -image from the original glass negative
in the Bill Curtis photo collection (purchased from Erie Fowler).

The modem Missouri River is a single, deep navigation channel
flanked by levees and maintained by dredging.   Prior to 1900 the
Missouri River channel was wide, shallow and filled with sand
bars and small islands.  It was free to meander back and forth
across the river valley with the associated erosion, avulsion,
deposition and accretion.  The river channel was stabilized by the
Corps of Engineers in the early 1900s and all of the islands
disappeared.  Now the river is narrower, deeper and faster.
In this picture we have a view of the Missouri River which is
much closer to the Missouri River of 1833.  The river course
underwent ma].or changes with each flood.  Record floods of the
Missouri RIver, which flooded the entire river basin from bluff to
bluff in this area, occurred in 1844,1903,1951 and 1993.

Jackson County, Missouri Mormon Historic Sites
William J. Curtis page 46



27.  PITCIIER CERETERY

A. Pitcher
Cemetery
Entrance
Pitcher
Cemetery is
located at Blue
Ridge Blvd. and
Blue Ridge
Cutoff, north of
40 Highway.
Traces of the old
trail to Westport
may be seen
immediately in front of the cemetery running north and south.
Thomas Pitcher was the commander of the Jackson County
militia, which forced the Saints to give up their weapons.

8. George W. Henkle's
Grave
Many people have confused
this George W. Hinkle (22
NOv i8io -19 April  1857)
with George M. Hinkle, who
led the Caldwell County
Militia in 1838 and turned
the Church leaders over to
Gen. Samuel D. Lucas.
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C. Ledstone Noland Grave

Ledstone Noland was a Revolutionary War soldier and is buried
in the Pitcher Cemetery.
He is an uncle of
Smallwood Noland,
(ca.1786 -1858)"Uncle Wood" of

Noland house fame.

D. Possible Site of Thomas Pitcher Grave
Col. Thomas Pitcher was the commander of the forces called out
to oppose the Momons.  Pitcher forced the Mormons to turn over
their weapons.  He was one of the leaders demanding the removal
of the Momons from Jackson County.  Pitcher's home was
nearby on Blue Ridge Blvd.
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KAW TO`VNSHIP I KANSAS CITY

28.  BIG BLUE RIVHR SETTLEMENT

A.  Big Blue Settlement
The Big Blue Settlement was located where the trail crossed the
Big Blue River.  The site is at the Big Blue River and 40
Highway.  The trail crossing was not far north of the highway.
This was the location of Porter Rockwell's ferry and the site of
the first commemoration of April 6th by the Mormons in 1833 .
There was a battle in the "Mormon War" at this site.  Some of the
worst actions of the mob against the Saints occurred at the Big
Blue Settlement.  This view is north from 40 Highway.
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29. TIIE TRAIL FROM INDEPENDENCE T0 KAW
TOWNSHIP

A.  The Trail West from
the Big Blue Crossing
This view of the trail
looks northwest up the hill
from the Big Blue River
Crossing.  It is part of the
Jackson County Park
system and may be
reached southeast of 27th
and Topping.

8.  Moses G. Wilson
Store Site
The Moses G. Wilson Store was located on the trail west of the
crossing.  It was at 24th and Quincy.  At this point, 24th Street is on

the historic trail.
Wilson's store was
the center of anti-
Mormon hostilities
in Kaw Tounship.
This view is west
on 24th toward
Quincy at the crest
of the hill.

Jackson County, Missouri Mormon Historic Sites
William J. Curtis page 50



30.  TIIE COLESVH.LE SETTLEMEP`IT

A.  The Joshua Lewis Home and Log School Site

The Joshua Lewis home was located in the Colesville Settlement
at what is now the southeast comer of 35th and Highland.  The
Colesville Settlement was first located south of 35th and east of
The Paseo.  The Joshua Lewis home was the site of the first
church conference in Jackson County.  Immediately south of this
home was the site of the first school in Kaw Township.  The
Prophet Joseph Smith assisted in laying the first log on 2 August
1831 and dedicated the land of zion.  The log school lasted until
early in the 20th Century.  The photograph shows the current
house on the site.

8. Polly Knight Burial Location:
Polly Peck Knight, the wife of Joseph Knight, Sr, was very ill on
the trip to Missouri.  She wanted to reach the land of zion before
she died.  She was taken to the home of Joshua Lewis, where she
died 6 August 1831.  She was buried near the Lewis home.  A
fence was constructed around the grave to keep out the animals.
The exact location of the grave has been lost.  Polly was the first
member of the church to die in Jackson County.
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C. Newell Knight Home Site:
Newell Knight moved from the area of Joshua Lewis' home in
1832 to land owned by Joseph Knight, Jr. southeast of 51St and
The Paseo.   Since Knight was a leader of the Colesville Branch,
the center of its activities probably moved from the 35th and
Highland area to south of Brush Creek in the area of Rockhurst
University.
Newell Knight' s
home was the
meeting place for
church members
and for church
conferences.

D. Joseph Knight, Jr. Grist Mill
The grist mill was probably located near The Paseo (avenue) on
Brush Creek.  On 1 November 1833 the mob forces attacked the
Colesville Settlement with the intention of destroying the mill.
Joseph Knight continued to grind grain for food for the Mormons
until they had
all left the
county.  Joseph
Knight then
fled to Clay
County on
December 1 St,
one of the last
to leave.
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31.  THE WHITMER SETTLEMENT

A. The Whitmer Settlement

The Whitmer Settlement was east of The Paseo in the area of 3 1 St
Street, Kansas City, Mo.  The Whitmer family lived in this area
before going to Clay County.  Modern streets have no relation to
the sites of the 1830s homes there.

Northeast corner of The Paseo and 31st.
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8.  The Colesville School Monument
This monument commemorates the laying of the log for the first
school in Kaw Township (now Kansas City) 2 August 1831 by the
Prophet Joseph Smith and others.  It is not on the location of the
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school, which was at 35th and Highland.  This monument is
located at Troost Lake on the east side of The Paseo south of 27th.

C. Joseph Fielding Slnith Dedicating the Colesville School
Monument
Joseph Fielding Smith, President of the Council of the Twelve
Apostles of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latterrday Saints,
dedicated the Colesville School Monument 14 September 1963.
The bronze plaque was later stolen.  A new bronze plaque was
made and the monument was rededicated 23 September 2000
under the direction of the Riverview Ward of the LDS Church in
Kansas City.  Mayor Kay Bames and Samuel Oniz (age 12) were
the principal speakers.
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32.  CAVE SPRING SETTLEMENT

A.  Cave Spring
Cave Spring was a
large spring located
along the trail.  It was
located north of 39th in
the park median of
Gillham Road.  It was
a place where pioneers
going west on the
Santa Fe, Oregon and
Califomia Trails
stopped for water and
to camp in the grassy
valley.  A group of
Saints chose to settle
north of this spring
and build a school.

8.  Cave Spring
Cave Spring became a fashionable place to be seen early in the
20th Century.  The spring was finally covered over by the city
because the water had become unsafe.
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C.
Current
View of
Cave
Spring
Site
This view
is from
the south
toward the
location
of Cave
Spring.

D.  Mormon School at Cave Spring Settlement
A log school was built at this site northeast of Cave Spring, on the
hill just west of the northbound lanes of Gillham Road.  This view
is north towards 36th Street.  Non-Mormon residents of westport,
not far to the west on the trail, sent their children to this school.
This school was long remembered by the residents of westport.

Jackson County, Missouri Mormon Historic Sites
William J. Curtis page 57



E. Westport
In the 1850s many of the LDS immigrants from Europe came up
the Missouri River on steamboats.  They landed at Jackson
County and outfitted at Westport to make the trip west to Utah on
the Oregon and Mormon Trails.  This view shows the old trail
going west through Westport.  The John Harris home is the
second building from the right.  The buildings in the far distant
background are at Westport and Pennsylvania.  The 1840s Daniel
Morgan Boone Building is still located on the northwest comer of
Westport and Pennsylvania.  The 1850s Harris home has been
moved to a block southwest of Westport and Main.
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33.  EARLIEST LDS CHAPELS IN KANSAS CITY

A.  First Kansas City Chapel

The Southwestern States Mission of The Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints was moved to Kansas City 26 December 1900.
The first permanent place of worship was in the Studio Building
at 418 E. 9th.  The first c-hapel owned by the LDS Church was
located on the northeast comer of 9th and Lydia.  This photograph
was taken at a church conference 18 September 1927.
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8.  Second Kansas City Chapel
The Kansas City LDS Branch moved from the 9th and Lydia
location in 1936 to 2621 Benton.  This photograph was taken
when President George Albert Smith visited this chapel 14 July
1946.  The building still stands and is used by a Baptist
congregation.
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Cemetery, 41
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W
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