Catholic Parish of Woy Woy Peninsula

The Voice
What’s in a Name?
A former Federal Attorney General,
Darryl Williams, was a subdued, quiet
figure who never raised his voice.

21st Sunday in
ORDINARY TIME
Year A
27th August 2017
Psalter Week 1
OF YOUR
CHARITY
PRAY FOR THE SOULS OF
 Recently deceased:
Marylou Tafilagi, Johno Johnson,
Fr. Romauld Barry, C.M. David Dean,
Geoffrey Kennedy, Barry Jones,
Brian Murphy, Alan Thorson,
Robert McNally.
 Anniversaries:
Patricia Jehan, Colin O’Reilly,
Ellen O’Regan, Barbara Cooper,
Cathy Carroll, Cornelio Balce,
Wenceslao Balce, Ellen O’Regan,
Barbara Cooper, Cathy Carroll,
Colin O’Reilly, Patricia Jehan,
Tom Smith, Emily Shelly,
Roy McGrath, David Tullipan,
Alan Player, Margaret Kelly,
Shirley Job.
Remembrances:
Fr. Darcy O’Keeffe, Mary Moulds.
 And the sick:
Maryanne Diorio, Pat Burgmann,
Mary Scarf, Margarita Gomez,
June Towson, Therese Corner,
Peter Wellis, Audrey Barsenbach,
Margaret Davin, Helen Taylor
Patricia Dwyer, Roy Beverage,
Brian Finlayson, Laura Krauss,
Tim McNamara, Janet Dean,
Nola McKeowen, Rene Glase,
Marie Carter, Peter Crookes,
Mary Drinan, Marylou Tafilagi,
Matilda Tawake, Mick Mino,
Kevin Houghton, Betty Fraser,
Nellie Brown, Ken Thorsen.

Whatever the hysterics in the
Parliamentary Chamber, his was the
unflappable monotone.
Naturally, his nickname was ‘Rowdy’! This
seems to be an Australian thing. In the
school yard we used to call a fellow pupil
with snow white hair ‘Blackie’.
It is a quirky Australian sense of humour to
give somebody a nickname diametrically
opposite to their character.
Jesus had an Australian sense of humour!
Who amongst his band of followers was
the most unpredictable: hot one moment,
cold the next, devoted one moment and
treacherous the next? The least
dependable of his followers was Simon,
son of Jonah. He was far from being a rock
solid supporter of Jesus.
So Jesus gave him the nickname ‘Rocky’
which in the Greek is Petros, from which
we get the name with which we are
familiar, Peter. And Jesus does not stop
there. He puns on the nickname in a way
which has shaped the Catholic Church
over the centuries.
First, we hear Jesus give a blessing.
According to the gospel record, this was
the only blessing bestowed on an apostle
by Jesus.
‘Blessed are you Simon son of Jonah.’ Why
was Simon blessed? Because God had
revealed to him the true identity of the
Jesus of Nazareth he had been following.
In fact he was the Messiah, the Christ, the
anointed one of God.
And then Jesus plays with the nickname.
‘You are Rocky and upon this rock I will
build my church.’
The natural personality of shifting sands
was transformed by the blessing. That
personality was not entirely superseded as
we know, but, Our Lord was laying his
foundation for his community of followers
after the Resurrection.

I think that we can resonate with Peter’s
experience. When one receives a blessing
from God, it does not annihilate one’s
personality. Quirks will remain. But it
transforms and strengthens it for a
particular role or task, which, in the
mysterious will of God, is for you alone to
fulfil.
There is a further element to this image of
the rock. You have all seen television shots
of the Golden Dome in Jerusalem. It is a
place of Muslim worship and was the site
of the great Jewish temple destroyed by
the Romans. The site is the outcrop of rock
which dominates Jerusalem.
The Jewish people apparently believed
that this rock acted like a plug into a
volcano. It stopped the forces of death and
annihilation (Hades or Hell) from erupting
and destroying God’s chosen people in
Jerusalem.
So Jesus went on to make the famous
promise to the church built upon the rock
which is Peter: ‘The gates of hell will not
prevail against it.’
‘ …will not prevail against it.’ What is the
‘it’? And this is where we Catholics can go
astray. Jesus the Christ makes the promise
concerning what he calls ‘my church’ – the
church designed by Our Lord, not a
church shaped by human imagination,
perhaps shaped by modes of Roman
imperial rule or with a Eurocentric
mindset.
Fortunately, in Pope Francis, we have a
successor of St Peter responding to the
Risen Lord’s command to St Francis of
Assisi: ‘Rebuild my church.’
May Jesus Christ shower the 265th
successor to St Peter with every blessing so
that the Church continues to prevail over
the forces of annihilation and death which
threaten humanity. We can make this plea
in the confidence of the promise of today’s
gospel. ‘You are Peter and upon this rock I
will build my church and the gates of hell
shall not prevail against it.’
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Psalm Response
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Gospel Acclamation
Alleluia, alleluia! You are Peter, the rock on which I will build my
Church; the gates of hell will not hold out against it. Alleluia!

Around the Parish
Baptisms: We welcome into our
Faith community and pray for
Isabella Alce, Cali Mitchell,
Declan Priddis, Elena Rutley,
and Harry Wright baptized last
Sunday.
Volunteer Church Cleaning
Roster 1/9/17:
Pam Hickey,
Tom French, Veronica Jordan,
Brian Jordan.
‘El Shaddai’ Meetings for the
month of September will be 9th
and 16th.

Bus trip: Elizabeth Farm,
Parramatta. Wednesday, 30
August. Leaving 9am.
Cost: Bus $20, tour $6. Contact
Susie 4344 1742 or 0403 417 639.

Mary Mac’s Place would like to
acknowledge the on going
support Woy Woy Parish has
been giving Mary Mac’s by way
of the coin jar donation that
Marjorie offers at some of the
Mass times. This month
it raised just over $150. Thanking
the Parish and Marjorie on
behalf of those less fortunate in
the community. This will assist
us to offer very important
service to people in need. I
would like to extend an
invitation to parish members to
come in and see the good work
that our volunteers do to assist
people less fortunate. I can be
contacted on 0417 671 973 to

arrange a visit. Christine Burge.
Project Officer Mary Mac’s Place

and refugees. It proved itself
especially courageous during the
In do ch in es e ex o d us a n d
accepted an unprecedented
number of Asian refugees.
Australia changed for the better
as it always has with each
successive wave of new arrivals.
Australia is what it is today
because of their determination
and drive for a better future. We
honour the legacy of this great
nation not by excessive
protectionism, isolation and
defence of our privilege at all
costs. Rather we make it greater
by our concern and care for

asylum seekers in the spirit of
compassion and solidarity that
has marked the history of our
country from its beginning.
With the increasing global
movement of peoples and our
nation’s fearful response, it is
timely for us to reflect on this
important issue of the day. I
highly commend this Statement
to you and I pray that it will lead
us to work for acceptance, justice
and dignity for refugees and
a s y l u m
s e e k e r s .
With every blessing, Bishop
Vincent Long Nguyen DD.
Chairman, Australian Catholic
Social Justice Council of Bishops

Oil of the Anointing of the Sick
will be administered at 4pm
Mass this Friday, 1st September.

Ecumenical Luncheon:
Save
the date. The annual ecumenical
progressive luncheon shared
with the Anglican church & the
Uniting church will be held on
S a t ur da y , 1 6 S ep t e m be r
commencing at midday. More
details next week. Helpers
needed for the last course at our
Walter Baker Hall. Please call
Mary 4342 1515 or Dorothy 4341
7610 if you are able to assist.

The Just Word
Refugee and Migrant Sunday
27th August.”Put out into the
deep” Luke 5:4. I believe that
those words of Jesus also
challenge Australians to make a
similar journey – to dare to
accept the gifts that we have
come to fear and reject. And
there are many gifts that
refugees have brought to
Australia, not only as scientists,
doctors, teachers and artists but
as ordinary people whose talents
and energy have enriched our
society. Australia rose to the
challenge in the past with its
generous embrace of migrants

From the Diocese and beyond
‘Alpha’ for Youth 18+An
exciting program for those
wanting to know more, so come,
Eat, Watch, Talk, discover more
about Christianity and be
energized! St. Patrick’s Parish
will join with Kincumber,
Terrigal, Wyoming and Woy
Woy to host this
combined
event being held in September &
October, commencing Friday 8th
Sept. The Jordan Room, East
Gosford.7pm-9pm. We’d love to
see as many there as possible!. If
you have any questions, just call
your Parish or 4325 1042.
2017 Diocesan Children’s Choir
Games will be held Sunday, 17th
September at St. Patrick’s,
Asquith. Open to young singers
from Year 2 to Year 12.
Registration opens 12.30pm,
followed by workshops and
rehearsals plus a break for
socializing. Families and friends
are invited to join the action at
3pm and watch the choirs
compete. Afternoon tea for all
will be provided after the games.
Registration $5.00 per singer.
Places are limited—please RSVP
Phone
9456
2450
or
parishkccp@dbb.org.au.

St. Edward’s College Old Boys
Union will be holding a Back to
Eddies Day for past students on
Sunday, 10th September. The
day will begin at 1pm and
conclude at 4pm. A BBQ, live
entertainment, soft drinks and
beer supplied by Six String
Brewing Company (whose
owners are old boys of St.
Eddie’s) will be available on the
day. This is a wonderful
opportunity for ex-students to
visit the school, tour the facilities
and engage with old school
friends to reminisce about their
time at St. Edward’s
The Old Boys are looking to
establish a directory for exstudents to advertise their
business as a free service for
members of the organization.
Invitations will be emailed to exstudents for whom we have
current details as well as being
available on the Old Boys
Facebook page on:
https://www.facebook.com/
StEdwardsEastGosfordOldBoys
union/.
It would be greatly appreciated
if current parents could pass on
this information to any old boys

that they know, encouraging
them to also like the Old Boys
Union Facebook page
A
Musical
Evening
commemorating 500 years of
Music from The Reformation:
Friday 8th September, 7.30pm.
Holy Name Catholic Church, 35
Billyard Avenue, Wahroonga.
Supper will be provided. Further
information contact Holy Name
Church. Ph: 9489 3221.Email:
secretary@holynamewahroonga.c
om.au. An initiative of and
supported by the local churches
of Sydney’s North Shore.
Your Journey, Your Song:
Day of reflection, on our spiritual
journey and relationship with
God, others and all of creation.
An invitation to explore and
celebrate the power of music and
song in engaging us with God.
Saturday, 9th.September, 10am3.30pm. Cost: $30. Morning tea
provided. BYO lunch. Bookings
by
4th
September.
mtstbenedict@goodsams.org.au
Ph: 9484 6208. 449 Pennant Hills
Rd. Entrance off Hull Rd. See
notice board for more detail.

Lift High the Cross
I arrived at Sacred Heart Church in Colorado
Springs in summer 2013 to become pastor of
the Tri-Community in Colorado. I had served
in that community previously, in 1984 to
1987, shortly after my ordination, but had
not returned to the parish in more than 25
years. As I walked into the simple, Spanishstyle church again after all those years, I
noticed first the very large, realistic crucifix.
Since my years there, the old mission crucifix
had been placed into its own niche left of the
sanctuary. For years it stood on its own near
the sanctuary with fake, plaster rocks at its
base to look like Calvary. The life-sized crucifix
dominated the worship space for years.
I remember as a young priest not liking the
oversize, dominant, and realistic dead Christ. I
thought death was out of proportion in that
worship space for the eucharistic celebrations
of that community. I was young and had not
yet faced real suffering myself.
However, as I entered the building again, I
felt very comforted seeing the familiar
crucifix. I even felt relieved that now it had a
visual place of its own. The niche area is
arranged so that people can walk up to view
and touch the very large image of Christ’s
suffering. After Mass, I went up to the crucifix
that is twice my height to touch the wood of
the cross after all these years.
Seeing the old mission crucifix again, I realise
my aging, my own sin, disappointments, and
grief over the years. I bring so many more
experiences of letting go of relationships,
surrendering to life, and the tugging of the
Holy Spirit. In other words, I now understand
more fully why the oversize crucifix still
dominates the worship space. I, too, need a
visual place to rest my own suffering.
I also noticed something else. The crucifix in
my previous community in Portland was
small and in proportion to the windowless
room. The contrast of the two crucifixes and
the two communities is startling. The people
who came to that chapel often carried their
belongings on their backs and reeked from
living outside. Mental illness was visible in
occasional outbursts. Addictions were
obvious because people slept in the back
pews. Their suffering was not hidden but
exposed for everyone to notice and
encounter.
In my new community in Colorado, suffering
is much more hidden among families and in
the hearts of people, and yet, the realistic
crucifix dominates our prayer. The oversized
dead Christ seems to express the hidden pain
and suffering of this worshiping community.
I realise now that my ministry is to learn
about the hidden suffering of people here so
that healing might be obvious and real. My
presence here is to allow people to see that
their hidden suffering needs to be lived

Ron Raab

honestly and openly in the paschal mystery,
the dying and rising of Christ Jesus.
As I reflect on the Sunday Gospels from
Exaltation of the Holy Cross through 30th
Sunday in Ordinary Time, I hear Christ’s call
to enter into the wounds of our people and
not to be instruments of condemnation.
There is always room in the kingdom of God
for the labourer who comes at the last
minute. Every parish community must open
up a place in our pews for the person who
does not feel worthy of being among us in
the first place. We never know the hidden
suffering of a person who feels lost and last
among the eager and talented.
Jesus reminds us that tax collectors and
prostitutes view their need for God often
before the rest of us. Their hearts cannot
contain the poison of sin for long. The rest of
us, in any sort of parish community, can
easily hide our secrets and shame well into
adulthood. We may run from the Christ who
offers us a place, a home in the promise that
love is near us.
Violence and greed are not the ingredients
of a rich and fruitful relationship with God or
with our neighbours. No person can hide
the violence among us, even the abuse from
our pasts or the neglect we have inflicted on
our neighbours. We are inheritors of a great
promise that love heals, forgives, and calls us
into new relationships.
God invites us as we are to a feast that is
more than satisfying. We ourselves are both
the good and the bad; we hold the tension
of our sin along with our love within our
hidden hearts. However, every person is
welcome to feast, to fill our souls on the
wonder and mercy of God. We can even put
our feet under the same table as our
enemies.
Jesus tells us to love God with our entire
beings, our souls and bodies. This love is
revealed in our hearts and actions by how
we love and serve others. Even when our
own pain seems bigger than life, we lift up
the holy cross everyday, and the cross
reveals itself in how we love others — no
matter how we hide our suffering. I look
forward to entering into this community
once again to see how love is manifest and
how love calls us to live the holy cross in
loving service.
ML
Ronald Patrick Raab, CSC, serves as pastor of the TriCommunity Catholic Parish in Colorado Springs,
Colo. He broadcasts a weekly Scripture
commentary, On the Margins, on radio KBVM.fm.
Learn more at www.ronaldraab.com.From Ministry
& Liturgy, copyright © Resource Publications, Inc. All
rights reserved. Reprinted with permission under
licence number 115216.

In today’s reading, St. Paul
reminds the Romans — and us
— that all things come from
God: “For from Him and
through Him and for Him all
things are.” Good stewards
understand that all is gift and
share generously the gifts of
time, talent, and treasure with
which they’ve been blessed.

See Romans 11:36

Catholic Parish of Woy Woy
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Woy Woy,
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St Hubert’s Island, Empire Bay,
Horsfield Bay, Pearl Beach,
Patonga, Woy Woy Bay, Daley’s
Point, Phegan’s Bay and
Wondabyne.

St John the Baptist Church,
Cnr Blackwall and Victoria Roads, Woy Woy
Parish Office
Ethel Cox Parish Centre
P.O. Box 264
100 Blackwall Road.
54 Victoria Road
WOY WOY N.S.W. 2256
Phone:
Fax:
Email:
Website:

(02) 4341 1073
(02) 4341 0214
parish@woywoycatholic.org.au
www.woywoycatholic.org.au
Out of hours medical emergency
0438 631 327.

"He must increase, I must decrease"

Administrator: Fr. Timothy Raj. M.S.F.S.
Assistant Priest: Fr. Philip Thottam. M.S.F.S.
Office Staff: Helen Cameron, Raelene Spithill.
Office Hours:

What’s in a
Name?

9.30 a.m.—4.00 p.m., Monday to Friday
Deadline for The Voice:

SUNDAY MASS TIMES
Vigil Saturday 5pm; Sunday 7.30am, 9.15am, 6pm.
WEEKDAY MASS TIMES
Monday-Friday 7.45am (Monday & Tuesday with Lauds);
Saturday and Public Holidays 9am; First Friday 4pm (with Anointing of the Sick).
SACRAMENT OF PENANCE
Friday after morning Mass; First Friday 3.30pm; Saturday 11.30am & 4.30pm; Sunday
7.00am.
SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM
1st & 3rd Sundays, 11am; (5th Sunday during 9.15am Mass by arrangement only).
Godparents are examples of faith to the child. They must be confirmed and practising
Catholics, at least sixteen years old. If there is at least one godparent, a non-Catholic may
act as a Christian witness. Parents and godparents must attend a pre-baptismal instruction,
held on the 2nd and 4th Sunday of each month at 9.30am.
EXPOSITION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT
Every Saturday after 9am Mass until 10am; every Monday until 9am (Public Holidays
10.15am). Every Thursday 7.30pm-8.30pm for the needs of the Parish.
MINISTRY OF INTERCESSION . Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
Every Thursday night, 7.30pm-8.30 pm.
PARISH CHOIR - Practice Wednesday nights in the church, 7pm. Enquiries:
4341 3367.
ST JOHN THE BAPTIST CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL,
21a Dulkara Rd South Woy Woy 2256. p 024341 0884 www.sjbwoywoy.org.au
ST JOHN THE BAPTIST YOUTH GROUP Held once a fortnight in the Leo
Mahon Room. Term 3 dates: 16th July, 30th July, 13th August and 27th August. High
school (Years 7-12). For more information, contact Matthew French on 0411 792 587.
CATECHISTS conduct special religious education classes at the four Primary State
Schools in our Parish. Experience isn’t necessary—but Volunteers are always needed—to
teach and help. Details: Susie 0411 566 622 without any obligation.
CATHOLIC CARE Counselling and Family Relationships 4356 2600.
MARY MAC’S PLACE Volunteers provide nutritious, freshly cooked meals and
information and referrals to appropriate community services. Open Monday to Friday,
11am-1pm, at the Ethel Cox Parish Centre. For more information, please contact Christine
on 4341 0584.
ST VINCENT de PAUL SOCIETY on the Peninsula assist and give a hand up to
people in need. We have two Conferences with volunteers sharing the visiting or office
work. We always welcome new Volunteers to our Conference.
Please ring Peter 0425 358 376 or Joan 0422 272 339.
CASH HOUSIE every Saturday night at Peninsula Community Centre,
Cnr Ocean Beach Rd & McMasters Rd, Woy Woy.
Games start at 7.30pm and finish 10.20pm, cash prizes.
Ticket sales from 6pm. Proceeds benefit Parish. Enquiries Rob: 0427 990 818.

3.30 p.m. Wednesday

“Healing in the Family” By Sister Margaret Scully RSC
The Live Pray Love project ministry extends a
warm invitation to you and invites you to
come along and hear a talk by Sr Margaret
Scully on “Healing in the Family”.
“When a person seeks healing because of a
particular need - be it physical, spiritual, mental
or emotional - one tends to focus on that
particular need. Healing, however, has to do with
the whole person, not just one area. To be cured
of something does not mean one is healed. The
question is, “What is the root cause of the
problem?” And with help, learn how to deal with
it, not only for the ‘now’, but also for the ‘future’.
Because Jesus is the Healer, he is the one who
sets us free”
Sr Margaret Scully.

Venue: Leo Mahon Room
Date: Sunday 24 September 2017
Time: 10.30 – 1pm
10.30am -11.30am What do I understand
“Healing” ….. “Inner Healing” to mean?.......
What within me, within my life, needs to
be healed?
(short 15 min break – tea/coffee provided)

11.45am – 12.30pm “Ancestral Healing” or
“The Healing of the Family Tree”…….
What does this mean for me in the ‘now’?
General Prayer for Healing
Please contact Gladys Leger 0421 312 362 if
you have any questions

