
Gospel Acclamation 

Alleluia, alleluia! I give you a new commandment: love one another as 

I have loved you.  Alleluia!  

The Jews were fascinated by the number 
seven. It reminded them of the seven days of 
creation and suggested perfection. 

So, when Peter queried whether he would 
be a great hero if he forgave someone seven 
times, he was speaking in a very Jewish way. 
Seven times would be perfect. 

No, says Jesus. You have to be prepared to 
forgive seventy times seven, an ‘over the top’, 
totally extravagant proposition which was 
meant to jolt Peter to see that there are no 
limits to the need to forgive. 

But Jesus still keeps the sevens resonating in 
his answer because he wants to say that to 
forgive is like a new act of creation:  it creates 
life where there was the deadly desire for 
revenge, and light where there was darkness. 

So, let’s look at this sort of forgiveness more 
closely, at the macro and the micro levels. 

I once had the great privilege of shaking 
hands with Nelson Mandela at a Parliament 
House reception. Why was the crowd 
pressing up to this man, hoping to touch 
him?   

Partly because of his great victory over 
apartheid in South Africa. (Doesn’t that word 
sound so apt in English: apart-hate.) Mostly, I 
think, because when he came to power he 
did not set out ‘to get even’, making sure that 
the ‘punishment fits the crime’, to exact 
revenge on those who had killed and 
tortured the blacks and coloureds of his 
beloved country. 

Rather, he offered forgiveness to the 
offenders. Through the Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission, confession and 
admission of complicity in apartheid would 
lead to the closing of the books and a new 
beginning. 

It is that sort of forgiveness – the closing of 
the books and a new beginning – which we 
dare to ask of God for ourselves. But here's 
the catch: it is that sort of forgiveness which 
we must practise towards others. 

When we don’t, we are like the principal 
debtor in Jesus’ story. In harshly dealing with 
a disproportionately minor debtor, he refused 

to share his king’s quality of forgiveness. 

If we don’t pass on this aspect of God’s life to 
others, then we are warned that we will end 
up in a hellish situation unable to share in 
divine life. 

After all, don’t we pray daily: ‘ ... forgive us 
our trespasses as we forgive those who 
trespass against us ... ’   

Let us keep going at the micro level. 

I don’t like the phrase: ‘Forgive and forget’. It 
is impossible to forget some terrible hurts or 
injustices done to one. In fact, it could be 
dangerous to forget because one could put 
oneself in a vulnerable situation again. 

Remembering can be an important part of 
healing. So, forgiving is not forgetting. 

It is about giving up the desire ‘to get even’. It 
is to give up the all-consuming passion to 
make sure the wrongdoer ‘pays the full price’ 
for the wrongdoing.   

And it is good for us. As the Chinese proverb 
says: ‘If you desire revenge, dig two graves. 
One for the wrongdoer, one for yourself.’ 

It is easy to talk ‘big picture’ such as Mandela 
in South Africa. I know it is much harder 
within the family and within our circle of 
acquaintances. Here we can carry 
resentfulness for weeks or months or years. 

Forgiveness is to give up the cold shoulder 
and the wounding silences when you know 
the other person is desperate for one 
gesture, one word.   

In my experience, when deeply wounded by 
someone, it may take years to forgive them. It 
seems impossible to simply will it. But we 
have to ask for the grace to do it.  

After all, a lot is at stake: 

 ‘Our Father who art in Heaven  …  

 ... forgive us our trespasses as we 
forgive those who 
trespass against us.’ 
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 Recently deceased:  

George Friend, 

Lyzviminda c. Etcuban. 

 Anniversaries:  

John Gatt,  

Thomas Edward Fitzgerald, 

Tirso Carpio, Matilde Carpio,  

Angelita Carpio, Renato Carpio,  

Rufino Sta Monica, Antonio Ita Monica, 

Leonora (Leah) Esposito. 

 Remembrances:  

Arthur, Muriel and John Brown, 

Brown Family, Peter John Grima. 

 And the sick: 

Maryanne Diorio, Pat Burgmann,  

Mary Scarf, Margarita Gomez,  

June Towson, Therese Corner, 

Peter Wellis, Audrey Barsenbach, 

Margaret Davin, Helen Taylor, 

Patricia Dwyer, Roy Beverage, 

Bryan Finlayson, Laura Krauss, 

Nola McKeowen, Rene Glase, 

Mary Drinan, Marylou Tafilagi, 

Matilda Tawake, Mick Nino, 

Kevin Houghton, Nellie Brown,  

Ken Thorsen, Ian Wilks. 



Woy Woy Youth Group will be 
hosting a cake stall next  weekend  
23rd and 24th of September. The 
fundraising stall will be held 
following 5pm Mass on 
Saturday and the two morning 
Masses on Sunday, with the 
purpose being to raise funds so 
that the youth of St John the 
Baptist have the opportunity to 
attend a great  event. 
This Year, from December 7th-
9th, there will be a national 
gathering of Catholic young 
people known as the Australian 
Catholic Youth Festival. The 
event was established by the 
Australian Catholic Bishops 
Conference, and exists to 
provide young people with 
opportunities to deepen their 
relationship with Jesus, be 
empowered to be disciples in the 
world today, and celebrate the 
vitality of the Church in 
Australia.  If you would like to 
help out,  or for more 
information, please contact 
Matthew French on 0411792587.  
 

 

Holy Land Pilgrimage Trip –17 
days Pilgrimage of a Lifetime 
to Jordan and Israel: 28th May-
13 June 2018. Dubai, Petra, 
Jericho, Tabor, Cana, Nazareth, 
Bethlehem, and much more. 
Francis William, Co-ordinator 
of the Pilgrimage will hold a 
meeting on Sunday, 24th 
September at 10.30am in the 
Walter Baker Hall. Further 
information contact Francis 
William on 0404 893 877.  

Our Annual Catholic Parish 
Children’s Mass will be held on 
Sunday, September 24th at our 
church, commencing at 6:00pm. 
Children attending Catholic 
Scripture Classes in our state 
schools are invited to bring 
their families to this special 
Mass, celebrating the Youth of 
the Peninsula.  We look forward 
to welcoming the families from 
the schools to join the children 
in the ceremony, the songs and 
the readings..and hopefully 
meeting some of you as well. 
Please come along and join us 
on Sunday 24/9 at 6:00pm.  
Susie Simmons, Parish SRE 
Coordinator 

Catholic Life & Faith Formation. 
Course Duration: 2 × 2 hour 
sessions.  
Session 1 – Thursday 28 
September. Session 2 - Thursday 
5 October. 10am-12pm. Parish 
Hall, Wyong Parish, 23 Byron St. 
Wyong. 
RSVP:  by 25 September to 
office@wyongcatholicparish.com or 
4352 1011 or David Patterson on 
02 9847 0514 or 
David.patterson@dbb.org.au 
 
The Gospel of Matthew:  
Journey into Discipleship.  
Friday, 6 to Saturday7 October 
2017, Caroline Chisholm Centre, 
Pennant Hills.  As we explore 
the Jewish-Christian tapestry of 

The Faith We Believe: Breaking 
Open the Creed:  

The Creed acts as a measure of 
correct belief, having being 
developed as a response to 
conflict concerning doctrine 
lasting several centuries. What 
were the controversies, and how 
were they resolved? This 2 
session course will explore these 
questions and the meaning of 
the Nicene Constantinopolitan 
Creed, giving participants a 
sense of the underlying themes 
that run through the entire 
Catechism of the Catholic 
Church. Please come along for a 
deeper appreciation of what it 
means to state, “ I believe…” 
Presenter: David Patterson 

Matthew’s Gospel, we discover 
again for ourselves who we are 
really called to be.  Why are we 
called?  To whom are we sent?  
Matthew will be the guide on 
our journey into discipleship. 
R e g i s t e r  o n l i n e  a t 
www.trybooking.com/QDGZ 
by 3 October.  
 

Spirituality in the Pub: The 
Grange Hotel Function room, 
Wyoming. “My Spirituality: 
Influence on the Way”, Tuesday, 
3 October, 7.30pm-9.00pm. 
Guest speakers Daniel Ang, 
Director of the Office for 
Evangelisation,  & David 
Patterson, coordinator of 
Catholic Life & Faith Formation 
both from the Diocese of Broken 
Bay. 

Sympathy: St. John the Baptist 
Family wish to extend  their 
sympathy to the family of 
George Friend buried from our 
church last week. 
 

Catechists Meeting will be held 
Thursday 21st September for 
this month only. As usual we 
will start at 9am following 
Mass. This meeting is primarily 
to discuss the Annual 
Children’s Mass, so attendance 
by as many as possible will be 
appreciated. 
 

Volunteer Church Cleaning 
Roster  22/9/17: Reg Harrington, 
Laurie Jarvis, Bev Whackett, 
Warren Sparrow.  
 

Children’s Liturgy Roster 
24/9/17: Therese Carroll, 
Brenda Sweet, Emma Baker. 
 

Planned Giving Envelope 
No.94: Please check that you 
haven’t accidentally taken box 
No. 94. Please call Parish Office 
on 4341 1073.  

Around the Parish 

From the Diocese and beyond 

Social Justice 

services and health systems 
around the world. 
According to the 2015 World 
Alzheimer’s Report which was 
released in the lead up to World 
Alzheimer’s Day, the current 
annual cost of dementia is US 
$818 billion, and is expected to 
become a trillion dollar disease 
in just three years time. 
There are over 342,800 people 

living with dementia in 
Australia alone, so it is 
important to raise awareness 
which can translate into services 
and better care outcomes for 
this significant sector of our 
community. 
F o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n : 
www.fightdementia.org.au 

21st September: World 
Alzheimer’s Day: 

Alzheimer’s Disease is the most 
common form of dementia, a 
group of disorders that impairs 
mental functioning. Having a 
globally coordinated awareness 
day sends a strong message to 
governments and policy makers 
alerting them of the serious 
implications dementia has on 



Homily  
by Richard Leonard SJ 

Charged with the rape and murder of a 
young woman, it only took the jury twenty 
minutes to return a guilty verdict for the 
three men in the dock. The courtroom 
erupted in cheers as the verdict was read 

out.  

As the men were being led out of the 
courtroom the mother of two of them ran 
toward the dock yelling, ‘I think what 
you’ve done is despicable, but I want you to 

know that I love you.’  

Outside the courthouse, the media were 
expecting the parents of the victim to 
advocate capital punishment for the 
criminals. Instead, they said they wanted to 
forgive the perpetrators of this vicious 

crime. Everyone listened in disbelief.  

No one at that courthouse was running 
away from the heinous nature of the 
crimes, nor from the punishment the men 
deserved, but the parents involved chose to 

focus on either love or forgiveness. 

In today's Gospel, Jesus tells us we should 
forgive each other seventy-seven times. 
Numbers are not randomly used in the 
Bible. 1, 3, 7, 12 and 40 all have specific 
meanings. To number something as seven 
is to describe it as being perfect. When we 
hear Jesus use this phrase we recall the 
story in the Book of Genesis of the seven 
days of creation where, on the seventh day, 
God looks at the result of his creative love 
and sees that it is very good. Jesus, using 
some shorthand, says that not only is 
forgiveness good, but that it is a creative act 
that gives life to the world and gives glory 

to those who exercise it.   

In the 5th Century St Augustine said that 
forgiveness was like a mother who has two 
wonderful daughters named justice and 
compassion. In using such a metaphor 
Augustine knew that forgiveness was not a 
once-off event, it was a process that 
involved other virtues as well. Jesus teaches 
a similar lesson in today’s Gospel, where he 
uses the image of the King settling his 
debts. Because the King is just, 
compassionate and forgiving, he rightly 
expects that, in turn, his steward will be so 

as well.  

It’s easy to be forgiving in the big picture. 
We can preach strongly about war, peace 
and reconciliation. It’s quite another to 
forgive those closest to us. Sometimes the 
hardest place to be compassionate and just 
is our own home. If we are not speaking to 
a husband, wife, child, parent, sibling or 
friend then today’s Gospel has a strong 

challenge right where we live.  

Part of the problem is that we could have 
accepted the film Love Story’s motto, ‘Love 
means never having to say you're sorry’. 
This idea is many things, but it’s not 
Christian. For followers of Jesus the exact 

opposite is true. We seek opportunities to 

forgive and ask for forgiveness. 

Jesus doesn’t tell us that forgiveness is easy, 
just necessary. To forgive someone in our 
family, our workplace, our circle of friends 
or in our Church is not to pretend that a 
sinful situation did not occur, but to face it 
head on and demand justice with 

compassion. 

For when we stand before God with the 
weakness and sinfulness of our own life, 
God will not settle old scores, take revenge 
and exact retribution. Rather God will be 
per fect l y  ju s t  a nd com ple te ly 
compassionate. When we choose 
forgiveness over revenge, and love over 
hate we begin to glimpse God’s creative 
goodness coming to perfection in us, 
because forgiveness is a participation in the 

very heart of God.  

 

 

Reflection  
by Dianne Bergant CSS 

A distinctive feature of the teachings of 
Jesus is his exhortation to forgive. Very 
explicit about this, Jesus left us his own 
example by forgiving his executioners 
while he hung dying on the cross. Until 
recently we thought that forgiveness 
begins with the offender repenting of the 
offence and then asking for pardon. Today 
many maintain that reconciliation must 
begin with the one offended offering 
forgiveness. This willingness to forgive 
transforms a victim into a survivor. Such 
magnanimity might then touch the heart 
of the offender, who may thus be 
transformed from being an offender to 

becoming a friend.  

If God has been so generous in forgiving 
us, surely we should be generous in 
forgiving others. The process of becoming 
a forgiving person takes time. For some, it 
may take a lifetime. Only little by little are 
our pettiness and indignation reduced and 
our desire to strike back diminished. Still, as 
disciples, we are expected to give the 

forgiveness that we have been given. 

Such forgiveness does not provide an easy 
way out for offenders, for ultimately justice 
will prevail. If we remain untransformed by 
God’s forgiveness of us, we will be liable to 
judgment. Our unwillingness to forgive can 
eat away at us, and we can carry hurts 
from childhood far into adult years. 
Forgiving others, as difficult as that may be, 
is in the long run much easier than bearing 
the weight of resentfulness, vindictiveness 
and unresolved frustration. When we 

forgive we truly begin to be healed. 

In today’s second reading, 

St. Paul tells the Romans, 

“God’s gifts and his call 

are irrevocable.” 

To what is God calling me 

today? What gifts are mine 

to share? 

See Romans 11:29 



October Long weekend—Bingo Marathon 

Saturday, 30th September 2017 

100 Games, $100, $150, $180 Prizes and a chance of winning $2,000 jackpot 

(game 50 reverts to $1,000 if not won in certain calls, game 100 unlimited). 

$48 for 6 tickets in 50 games ($96 for 100 games) 

2.30pm to 10.30pm at Peninsula Community Centre,  

93 McMasters Rd Woy Woy. 

Free Catering during half time break 5.30pm  -  Free Tea and Coffee all day. 

Fundraising goes to Woy Woy Catholic Parish 

Enquiries: Rob 0427990818 or  wwcphousie@hotmail.com   

FACEBOOK/Woy Woy Bingo 

SUNDAY MASS TIMES  
Vigil Saturday 5pm; Sunday 7.30am, 9.15am, 6pm. 

WEEKDAY MASS TIMES 
Monday-Friday 7.45am (Monday & Tuesday with Lauds);  
Saturday and Public Holidays 9am;  First Friday 4pm (with Anointing of the Sick). 

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE 
Friday after morning Mass; First Friday 3.30pm; Saturday 11.30am & 4.30pm; Sunday 
7.00am. 
SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM  
1st & 3rd Sundays, 11am; (5th Sunday during 9.15am Mass by arrangement only). 
Godparents are examples of faith to the child. They must be confirmed and practising 
Catholics, at least sixteen years old. If there is at least one godparent, a non-Catholic may 
act as a Christian witness. Parents and godparents must attend a pre-baptismal instruction, 
held on the 2nd and 4th Sunday of each month at 9.30am. 
EXPOSITION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT 
Every Saturday after 9am Mass until 10am; every Monday until 9am (Public Holidays 
10.15am). Every Thursday 7.30pm-8.30pm for the needs of the Parish. 

MINISTRY OF INTERCESSION .  Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
Every Thursday night, 7.30pm-8.30 pm. 
PARISH CHOIR - Practice Wednesday nights in the church, 7pm.  Enquiries:  

4341 3367. 

ST JOHN THE BAPTIST CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL,  
21a Dulkara Rd South Woy Woy 2256. p 024341 0884  www.sjbwoywoy.org.au 

ST JOHN THE BAPTIST YOUTH GROUP Held once a fortnight in the Leo 
Mahon Room. Term 3 dates: 16th July, 30th July, 13th August and 27th August. High 
school (Years 7-12). For more information, contact Matthew French on 0411 792 587. 

CATECHISTS conduct special religious education classes at the four Primary State 
Schools in our Parish. Experience isn’t necessary—but Volunteers are always needed—to 
teach and help. Details: Susie 0411 566 622 without any obligation. 

CATHOLIC CARE Counselling  and Family Relationships 4356 2600. 

MARY MAC’S PLACE Volunteers provide nutritious, freshly cooked meals and  
information and referrals to appropriate community services.  Open Monday to Friday, 
11am-1pm, at the Ethel Cox Parish Centre.  For more information, please contact Christine 
on 4341 0584. 

ST VINCENT de PAUL SOCIETY on the Peninsula assist and give a hand up to 
people in need.  We have two Conferences with volunteers sharing the visiting or office 
work.  We always welcome new Volunteers to our Conference.   
Please ring Peter 0425 358 376 or Joan 0422 272 339.  

CASH HOUSIE every Saturday night at Peninsula Community Centre,  
Cnr Ocean Beach Rd & McMasters Rd, Woy Woy.   
Games start at 7.30pm and finish 10.20pm, cash prizes.   
Ticket sales from 6pm.  Proceeds benefit Parish.  Enquiries Rob: 0427 990 818. 

Catholic Parish of Woy Woy 

Peninsula 
Woy Woy,  

Woy Woy South, Umina, Umina 

Beach, Ettalong, Ettalong Beach, 

Koolewong, Blackwall,  

Booker Bay,  

St Hubert’s Island, Empire Bay, 

Horsfield Bay, Pearl Beach, Patonga, 

Woy Woy Bay, Daley’s Point, 

Phegan’s Bay and Wondabyne. 

St John the Baptist Church,   

Cnr Blackwall and Victoria Roads, Woy Woy 
 

Parish Office             Ethel Cox Parish Centre 

P.O. Box 264             100 Blackwall Road. 

54 Victoria Road 

WOY WOY  N.S.W.  2256 
 

Phone:   (02) 4341 1073 

Fax:   (02) 4341 0214 

Email:   parish@woywoycatholic.org.au 

Website:   www.woywoycatholic.org.au 

Out of hours medical emergency  

0438 631 327. 
 

"He must increase, I must decrease" 
 

Administrator:  Fr. Timothy Raj. M.S.F.S. 

Assistant Priest:  Fr. Philip Thottam. M.S.F.S. 

Office Staff:  Helen Cameron, Raelene Spithill. 

Office Hours:  

9.30 a.m.—4.00 p.m., Monday to Friday 

Deadline for The Voice:  

3.30 p.m. Wednesday 


