
Gospel Acclamation 

Alleluia, alleluia! May the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ enlighten the 
eyes of our heart, that we might see how great is the hope to which we 
are called. Alleluia!  

Many centuries ago the Pope decided that 
all the Jews had to leave Rome. Naturally 
there was an uproar from the Jewish  
community. So the Pope made a deal. He 
would have a religious debate with a 
member of the Jewish community. If the 
Jews won, they could stay. If the Pope 
won, the Jews had to leave. The Jews  
realised that they had no choice. Problem 

was that no one wanted to debate the 
Pope. The only volunteer was a poor,  
simple, old man named Moishe who 
opened the door to the synagogue each 
Friday night. Not being used to words 
Moishe asked for only one addition to the 
debate – that neither side be allowed to 
talk. The Pope agreed. 
The day of the great debate came.  
Moishe and the Pope sat opposite each 
other. The Pope raised his hand and 

showed three fingers. Moishe looked back 
at him and raised one finger. The Pope 
waved his hand in a circle around his 
head. Moishe pointed to the ground where 
he sat. The Pope pulled out a wafer and a 
glass of wine. Moishe pulled out an apple. 
The Pope stood up and said, ‘I give up. 
This man is too good. The Jews can stay.’ 
Later, the Pope explained what happened: 
‘I held up three fingers to represent the 

Trinity. He responded by holding up one 
finger to remind me that we believe in the 
same one God. Then I waved my hand 
around my head to show that God was all 
around us. He responded by pointing to 
the ground, showing that God was present 
right here. I pulled out the bread and wine 
to show that God has given us the  
Eucharist. He pulled out an apple to  
remind me of original sin. He had an an-
swer for everything. What could I do?’  

Meanwhile, Moishe explained to the  
Jewish scholars how he won the  
unwinnable debate. ‘Well’, said Moishe, 
‘First he said that the Jews had three days 
to get out of Rome. I told him that not one 

of us was leaving. Then he told me that 
this whole city would be cleared of Jews. I 
let him know that we were staying right 
here.’ ‘And then what clinched the de-
bate?’ asked the Rabbi. ‘I don't know’, said 
Moishe. ‘It was strange. He took out his 
lunch, and I took out mine!’  
Life always depends on how we read the 
signs!  

In today’s Gospel Jesus tells the twelve 
apostles that they should embody three 
signs: simplicity of lifestyle, dependence 
on others and hospitality. These  
instructions are such a contrast to what 
most of us value today, where it is often 
the rich and powerful, the independent 
and the inhospitable who are thought to 
be the best leaders.  
For Jesus, however, the one truly sent in 
his name is the one who knows that an-

other’s worth comes from who they are, 
not what they have. It doesn’t matter 
whether we’re rich or poor. It’s the way 
we use our money for others which re-
veals whether our wealth possesses us or 
not.  
For Jesus, being ‘a rock and an island’ was 
not a sign of strength but one of fear and 
despair. A strong Christian is the one who 
rejoices in our dependence on each other, 

and is always grateful for the  
interconnectedness of life.  
For Jesus, making room for others,  
especially toward those in legitimate need 
and even when it makes a large claim on 
us, is a pre-eminent sign of his Kingdom.  
The Christian life is about reading the 
signs of the times. May our Eucharistic 
signs of his presence amongst us, the 
bread and wine, change us today, to match 
it with the best in being simple in lifestyle, 

happily dependent and extravagantly 
hospitable with our time, talent and  
energy for the sake of the Kingdom of 

God.                   © Richard Leonard SJ.  

OF YOUR CHARITY PRAY 

FOR THE SOULS OF 

 Recently deceased:  
Ellen McCullagh,  
Mary McDermott, 
Mimmie Ward, Joan Clarke, 
Leo Oliver.  
 

 Anniversaries:  
Ray & Anne Hallaran,         
Bruce McKeon,                      
Rudolphus Moroney, 
Leslie Moroney, 
Marcus MacNamara, 
Jules Stanislaus, Bill Raper, 
Sheilah Carroll-Walsh. 

 Remembrances: 
Brad John Hall, Thomas Fell, 
Jules Stanislas.  

 and the sick: 
June Ferry, Kate Tinson, 
Janelle Darson, Pat Bombell, 
Patricia Welsh, Beryl Allen,  
Kevin Houghton, 
Lola Proctor, Terry Curtis, 
Rene Glaze, Alan Harland, 
Fr. Brian Rowland, 
Fr. Bill Meacham, 
Jack Moulds, Grace Williams, 
Irene Beck, Arnold Diorio,  
Bruce Spence, Mary Dolan, 
Peter Crookes, Joy Coleman, 
Roy Beveridge, Saxon Hall, 
Audrey Winsbury,  
Marsha Burzynski, Rita and 
John Webb, Tony Schumacher, 
James Leary.         
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The Journey Catholic Program: 
This week on The Journey, Sam 
Clear shares some of his story 
whilst walking the famous 
Camino pilgrimage route in 
Santiago and Fr. Dave Cal-
laghan reminds us that Sin is a 
symptom of the disease of our 
hearts which only Jesus can 
heal. We also hear from Sr. 
Hilda Scott OSB, Trish 
McCarthy and Bruce Downes 
“The Catholic Guy”. Tune into 
Rhema CC94.9 Sunday 1pm or 
go to www.jcr.org.au where you 
can listen anytime and sub-
scribe to weekly shows by 
email. 
 

July Coffee ’n Chat is a cele-
bration of ”Christmas-in-July” 
at Pelican’s Restaurant at the 
Old Woy Woy Pub on 20th 
July. Want to join us? Ring Ber-
nard on 4341 6343. 
 

From Fr. Jack’s Desk: 
Teacher Arrested at JFK:  
A public school teacher was 
arrested today at John F. Ken-
nedy International Airport this 
morning as he attempted to 
board a flight while in posses-
sion of a ruler, a protractor, a 
compass, a slide-ruler and a 
calculator. At a press confer-

ence just before noon today, 
Attorney General Erick Holder 
said he believes the man is a 
member of the notorious Al-
Gebra movement. Although he 
did not identify the man, he 
confirmed the man had been 
charged by the FBI with carry-
ing weapons of math  instruc-
tion. 
“Al-Gebra is a problem for us”, 
the Attorney General said. 
“They derive solutions by 
means and extremes  and some-
times go off on tangents in 
search of absolute values.” 
They use secret code names like 
“X” and “Y” and refer them-
selves as “unknowns”, but we 
have determined that they be-
long to a common denominator 
of the axis of medieval with 
coordinates in every country. 
As the Greek philosopher Isos-
celes used to say, “There are 3 
sides to every triangle.” The 
Attorney General went on to 
say, “Teaching our children 
sentient thought processes and 
equipping them to solve prob-
lems is dangerous and puts our 
government at risk.”  

Services include Disabilities Sup-
port, Mediation, Family Law, 
Counselling, Homeless Support, 
Family Violence Support, Emer-
gency Relief, and Hospital Chap-
laincy. Feel free to visit Mary 
Mac’s any Wednesday or call 
4356 2600 to find out more. 
 
Free Legal advice for families:  
CatholicCare and Legal Aid 
NSW have partnered to offer a 
free legal advice. The service is 
available every first and third 
Friday of the month, between 

CatholicCare: Did you know 
CatholicCare Central Coast Fam-
ily Centre has provided outreach 
support each Wednesday 
through Mary Mac’s? 
CatholicCare provide a range of 
essential community assistance 
programs on the Central Coast 
with priority access afforded to 
Parishioners. CatholicCare 
works with people in making a 
positive difference in their lives 
leading to improved well-being, 
sustained support networks and 
a sense of hope for the future. 

9.30am and 3pm at CatholicCare 
Warnervale. Contact the Central 
Coast family centre for more 
information 4356 2600. 
 
Weekend Retreat: Prayer and 
memory. Presenters: Fr. Greg 
Homeming OCD and Mr. 
Geoffery Stumbles. Mt. Carmel 
Retreat Centre, 247 St. Andrews 
Rd. Varroville. July 31– August 
2. Cost $220 (concessions apply). 
Phone 8795 3400.  Email:  
retreats@carmelite.com 
www.carmeliteretreats.com.au 

Installation: 9.15am Mass, July 
26th 2015 will see Bishop Peter 
return to Woy Woy to install Fr. 
Jack as our Parish Priest and 
Frs. Timothy and Phillip as our 
assistant priests. 
 

Collections at Sunday Masses: 
As from this weekend 
11th/12th July, the first collec-
tion will be taken up after the 
homily and the second collec-
tion will be after the Prayers of 
the Faithful. 
 

Baptisms: We welcome into 
our Faith community and pray 
for Harry Kanofski, Ruby 
Kanofski, Layla Quilkey and 
Luke Quilkey who were bap-
tised last Sunday. 
 

Volunteer Church Cleaning 
Roster 17/7/15: Kathleen Cul-
len, Bill Cantley, Judy French, 
Maria Wickens. 
 

Bus Parking: The Parish Bus 
will now be permanently 
parked in the Church carpark. 
A “reserved’ sign” will be in-
stalled as soon as possible. 
 

Children’s Liturgy Roster 
19/7/15: Christine French, Anne 
Marie Tonkin, Grace Douglas. 
 

Around the Parish 

From the Diocese and beyond 

The Just Word 

disabilities. What needs to hap-
pen to enable them to be in-
volved? Help someone in your 
street or your parish to obtain  
sports gear or join a club. 
’Whatever it takes’ could mean 
s o m e t h i n g  d i f f e r e n t ! 
Sport has a role to play in fos-
tering inclusiveness and recon-
ciliation, working to prevent 
youth suicide, and promoting 
reconciliation. Research some 
stories that show how sport has 
helped achieve these goals. 

Some websites: 
 

www.reconciliation.org.au/news/a-
step-forward-for-reconciliation/ 
 

WA Department of Sports and 
Recreation—Reconciliation  
Action Plan (RAP): 
w w w . d s r . w a . g o v . a u /
reconciliationactionplan 
 

NATSICC Cross Cultural  
Sporting Program: 
i s s u u . c o m / t h e n a t s i c c / d o c s /
may_2011_natsicc_news 
 

Step 6 from Ten Steps  
Towards  Striving for the Best 

in our Sporting Nation:  
Who’s on the edge? Build in-
clusiveness 
Participation in sports can be a 
means for those at the margins 
of society to move from the 
edges to the centre. (Social Jus-
tice Statement 2014-15) 
Find out who is not included in 
local sports activities: migrants, 
refugees, women, girls, low 
income families, people with 
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Readings for Today and Next Sunday 
Bruce Janiga 
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15th Sunday in Ordinary Time, July 12  
Am 7:12–15 

Ps 85:9–10, 11–12, 13–14 

Eph 1:3–14 or 1:3–10 

Mk 6:7–13 

The prophet Amos, preaching to the citizens 

of the northern kingdom, speaks words of 

judgment, which are not welcome. The peo-

ple do not want to hear his threatening 

words. Amaziah commands him, "Flee to the 

land of Judah! There earn your bread by 

prophesying" (7:12). But Amos replies to him 

that he has been compelled by the Lord to 

speak these words. "I was no prophet," he 

tells Amaziah; "I was a shepherd and a 

dresser of sycamores" (v 14). This hardly 

qualifies him for his prophetic office. But, he 

says, the Lord said to him, "Go, prophesy to 

my people Israel" (v 15). And so he went. 

Like the disciples in today's Gospel, he goes 

because he is sent, not necessarily because he 

wants to go. 

The letter to the Ephesians, thought by many 

to have been written by a disciple of Paul 

after his death as a way of providing insight 

to a later church community, also speaks of 

the notion of having been called by God. We 

have been chosen and we are "sealed with 

the promised Holy Spirit" (v 13). Our re-

sponse as believers should be to give praise 

to God. 

When Jesus sends out the disciples, he sends 

them "two by two" (Mk 6:7). This stresses the 

communal dimension of ministry: the disci-

ples are there to support and encourage each 

other. It also provides for the testimony of 

two witnesses in their preaching. In the Jew-

ish legal system of the day, the testimony of 

two witnesses was required in a court of law. 

In sending them out, he tells them to "take 

nothing for the journey but a walking 

stick" (v 8). They are to depend on the good-

ness of God and the hospitality of their hosts. 

Jesus warns them that they will meet a mixed 

reception, but they are to go anyway; there is 

work to be done. Their task is two fold: they 

are to preach and to heal, the same things 

Jesus is doing. Now those who have been 

following and learning are sent forth to share 

in his ministry. 

For Reflection: How do I deal with rejection 

or failure when I am doing God's work? 

Have I, in living out my Christian mission, 

experienced "the kindness of strangers"? 

How do I react to a new face around the 

Lord's table? Do I show the hospitality the 

Lord would require? 

16th Sunday in Ordinary Time, July 19 
Jer 23:1–16 

Ps 23:1–3, 3–4, 5, 6 

Eph 2:13–18 

Mk 6:30–34 

In every age the people of God have seen 

both corruption and sanctity among their 

shepherds. The prophet Jeremiah speaks 

words of judgment to those "shepherds who 

mislead and scatter the flock of my pas-

ture" (v 1). God promises to raise up good 

shepherds for his people and a "righteous 

shoot to David" (v 5). Jeremiah goes on to 

say that the people will recall the goodness 

of God, "who brought the descendants of the 

house of Israel up from the land of the 

north" (v 8) — that is, Babylon — as he once 

brought them out of Egypt. God's goodness 

extends from age to age. 

In Ephesians we are told, "you who once 

were far off have become near by the blood 

of Christ" (v 13). Through Christ's death we 

are reconciled to God — both gentiles and 

Jews, the author says. Christ has both recon-

ciled us to God and united us in faith 

through his death. Because of this we "have 

access in one Spirit to the Father" (v 18). 

The disciples return from their mission and 

report to Jesus. No doubt there was much 

joy and some disappointment in their re-

ports. Jesus then invites them to join him in a 

"deserted place [to] rest a while" (Mk 6:31). 

Even the apostles need a vacation. But Jesus' 

reputation is such that he continually at-

tracts large crowds, so they had to escape by 

boat across the Sea of Galilee. Even then, 

Mark tells us, people rush ahead to greet 

him. When the boat gets to the other side of 

the lake, Jesus and the apostles are met by a 

crowd. His "heart was moved with pity for 

them, for they were like sheep without a 

shepherd" (v 34). Sheep are lost without 

their shepherd, and so Jesus will minister to 

this crowd as well. But his invitation to rest 

is one that we should take seriously. There 

will always be work to do in God's vineyard, 

but the workers sometimes need to rest so as 

to refresh themselves. 

For Reflection: Is vacation something I work 

into my schedule? Something I can miss? Do 

I see taking time off as an opportunity to 

minister to myself? Do I pray for and sup-

port the shepherds of the flock, asking God 

to keep them strong and faithful? 

Bruce Janiga, a priest of the Archdiocese of New-
ark, N.J., teaches Scripture studies at Seton Hall 
Prep in West Orange, N.J. He is the Sunday assis-
tant at St. Cassian Church in Upper Montclair, N.J. 
From Ministry & Liturgy, copyright © Resource 
Publications, Inc. All rights reserved. Reprinted 
with permission under licence number 115216.   

Today’s readings are about 

being chosen and sent. The 

prophet Amos was chosen by 

the Lord and sent to use his 

talents for the people of God. 

The Gospel recounts the story 

of the sending of the twelve. 

In the second reading, St. Paul 

reminds us that we, too, are 

chosen. For what have I been 

chosen? To whom have I been 

sent? 



Fr. Jack Robson. Parish Priest. 

Fr . Timothy Raj MSFS & Fr. Phillip Thottam 

MSFS.  Assistant Priests. 

Office Staff: Helen Cameron,  Raelene Spithill, 

Margaret Cooper. 

Office Hours: 9.30 a.m.—4.00 p.m. Monday to  

Friday. 

Deadline for The Voice: 3.30 p.m. Wednesday. 

Woy Woy, Umina, Ettalong, Koolewong, Tascott, Blackwall, 

Booker Bay, St Hubert’s Island, Empire Bay, Horsfield Bay, Pearl 

Beach, Patonga, Woy Woy Bay, Daley’s Point and Phegan’s Bay. 

St John the Baptist Church,  corner of 

Blackwall and Victoria Roads, Woy Woy 

Parish Office              
P.O. Box 264              
54 Victoria Road 
WOY WOY  N.S.W.  2256 

Phone: (02) 4341 1073 
Fax: (02) 4341 0214 
Email: parish@woywoycatholic.org.au 

SUNDAY MASS TIMES  
Vigil Saturday 5pm; Sunday 7.30am ,  9.15am, 6pm. 

WEEKDAY MASS TIMES 
Monday-Friday 7.45am (Monday & Tuesday with Lauds); Saturday and 
Public Holidays 9am;  First Friday 4pm (with Anointing of the Sick). 

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE 
Friday after morning Mass; First Friday, 3.30 p.m.; Saturday 11.30am; & 
4.30pm ; Sunday 7.00 a.m. 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM  
1st & 3rd Sundays, 11am; 5th Sunday, during 9.15 a.m. Mass. 
Godparents are examples of faith to the child. They must be confirmed and 
practising Catholics, at least sixteen years old. If there is at least one godpar-
ent, a non-Catholic may act as a Christian witness. Parents and godparents 
must attend a pre-baptismal instruction, held on the 2nd and 4th Sunday of 
each month at 9.30 a.m. 

EXPOSITION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT 
Every Saturday after 9am Mass until 10am; every Monday until 9am (Public 
Holidays 10.15am). 

PARISH CHOIR— Practice Wednesday nights in the church, 7 p.m. 
Enquiries: 4341 3367. 

ST JOHN THE BAPTIST CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL, 21a Dulkara 
Rd South Woy Woy 2256. Ph.4341 0884.Faxf 0243 445 049. 

ST JOHN THE BAPTIST YOUTH GROUP For information and events 
contact Sam French 042 244 9539. 

CATHOLICCARE Marriage & Family Relationships.  Ph: 4356 2600. 
MARY MAC’S PLACE Volunteers provide nutritious, freshly cooked meals 
and information and referrals to appropriate community services. Open 
Monday to Friday, 11am-1pm, at the Ethel Cox Parish Centre. For more in-
formation, please contact Christine on 4341 0584. 

CASH HOUSIE every Saturday night at  Peninsula Community Centre. Cnr. 
Ocean Beach Rd. and McMasters Rd.  Games start at 7.30 p.m. and finish 
approx 10.20 p.m., cash prizes. Ticket sales from 6.00 p.m. Proceeds benefit 
Parish. Rob 0427 990 818. 

Catholic Parish of Woy Woy Peninsula 

"He must increase, I must decrease" 

D i o c e s e  o f  
B r o k e n  B a y  

We’re on the Web! 
www.woywoycatholic.org.

au 

outside normal experience. Stained glass 

windows acknowledge the existence of the 

world outside, but also the existence of a 

world that is more difficult to see, a realm of 

more mysterious light. 

Some stained glass windows carry religious 

images. Others arrange abstract designs. 

They can assist catechesis, create harmony, 

and inspire devotion. Many of them carry 

the names of donors, though this can dis-

tract from the religious purpose of the win-

dows for the assembled faithful. 

Churches blessed with good stained glass 

windows struggle to keep them clean and in 

good repair. Congregations that treasure 

them honour their heritage and prepare the 

next generations for the future, just as they 

do with their greatest treasure, their faith. 

This bulletin insert originally appeared in Ministry 
& Liturgy magazine, a pastoral planning resource 
used by the worship leaders in your community 
as an aid for better liturgy. Copyright © 2012 
Resource Publications, Inc., 160 E. Virginia St., 
#290, San Jose, CA 95112, (408) 286-8505. Paul 
Turner, pastor of St. Munchin Parish in Cameron, 
Mo., holds a doctorate degree in sacramental 
theology from Sant' Anselmo University in Rome.  

For many people, stained glass windows 

make church buildings distinct. Their shape, 

size, and imagery set churches apart from 

other structures, even those that put stained 

glass to secular use. No Catholic church 

building is required to have stained glass, 

but it remains a popular choice for adorn-

ment. 

Perhaps the greatest effect of stained glass is 

the way it changes the believer's perception 

of walls. People stepping inside a church 

cross a threshold that ushers them into sa-

cred space. They think differently about the 

world around them, as they place them-

selves at the portal of heaven. Heavy church 

walls can make the interior seem completely 

removed from the world around it. Clear 

glass windows invite the outside in. Glass 

can help people appreciate the relationship 

between the church and the world, as they 

gather inside a place where they praise the 

God who created what is outside. Stained 

glass, however, changes the walls into 

something else. These windows filter the 

incoming light and colour it. They lift the 

heads of worshipers to meditate on things 

Stained Glass 
Paul Turner 

Ethel Cox Parish Centre 
Walter Baker Hall 
100 Blackwall Road 


