
Gospel Acclamation 

Alleluia, alleluia! The Spirit of the Lord is upon me: 

he sent me to bring Good News to the poor. Alleluia!  

Anyone who has seen the film or show ‘Billy 
Elliott’ will understand this incident in the 
Gospels. 
Billy was a young boy who was brought up in 
a drab, decaying coal mining town in the 
north of England. The plan of his father and 
brother was to keep him in the box they knew 
– coal mining and boxing. But he had a  
passionate desire to dance. As he said, his 

whole body ‘went electric’ when he tap 
danced through those grim streets. 
When dancing he created a different world 
and eventually his imagining of a different 
future won through – the last scene has him 
dancing in Swan Lake.  
I have seen the film twice. I have cried twice.  
It was a somewhat similar situation for Jesus. 
He returned to Nazareth, having performed 
‘mighty works’ of divine power around the 
countryside. But the home town crowd knew 

better what to expect from his hands. After 
all, they were the hands of a carpenter. He 
could do exquisite woodwork. That’s who he 
was. That was the limit of who he was. They 
knew his family and network of relatives. 
In other words, they thought they had him 
taped. They knew what box he fitted into. 
Woe betide if he got too big for his sandals! 
They wanted to trap him in an identity,  
constraining him in a role which would leave 

them undisturbed. 
But, like Billy Elliott, only to the nth degree, 
Jesus had a deeper sense of identity. There 
was a dimension to his life of which he was 
aware: a special relationship to his heavenly 
Father, and a divine dynamism which welled 
up from the depths of who he was, and it had 
to find expression. 
And he imagined a different future, a future 
of a healed and companionable human family 
within which was what he called ‘the Reign of 

God’.  
There was no way he was going to be put 
down and circumscribed by the home crowd. 
He could not do any ‘mighty works’ given their 
scepticism and failure to support his  
boundless sense of identity. He left Nazareth 
and went on to try to create that future he  

imagined, and never returned to Nazareth. 
Family and networks of friends can be very 
supportive. They can also be stifling, 
 suffocating. They know what school one 
went to, what your first job was. They think 
they have you taped.  
Those of us who are older need to guard 
against taking on the features of the  
Nazarenes who stereotyped Jesus. But it is to 

the younger members of the congregation 
that I would like to really address this Gospel. 
Only God knows your true identity, who you 
are and who you are meant to be.  
Why were you born in the 20th century and 
not the 15th or the 4th or the 24th century? 
Why were you loved into existence by God 
and your parents 20 years ago, 14 years ago, 
18 years ago?  
Each of us has a unique identity without 
which the cosmos would be incomplete and 

each of us has a unique role to play in  
salvation history.  
It may take a lifetime to really cotton on to 
God’s sense of one’s identity and role, or one 
may be fortunate enough to find out  
relatively early. But like Billy Elliott and Jesus 
it is essential to break out of the expectations 
of the home crowd. It may even be necessary 
to disappoint those who love us dearly,  
family, teachers and friends.  

So one should pray for gifts of the Holy Spirit: 
of understanding so that one might be 
enlightened about one’s identity and role, and 
then of courage to take risks and persevere 
against the odds. 
Each of you has been given a divine  
dynamism at baptism. You are no ordinary 
human being. Your heart pulses to a different 
beat than that which simply repeats the  
monotonous rhythms of the expected.  
You share the heartbeat of Our Lord Jesus 

Christ, Lord of the Universe. When you allow 
your heart to beat with His, your body, your 
personality will ‘go electric’ as Billy Elliott 
would say. When that happens you will really 
know your true identity, your true role and 
you will be able to go on and perform His 

mighty works.                    © Fr Michael Tate 
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 Recently deceased:  
Barry Ryan, Bob Scholte, 
Lawrence Thorsen,  
Donna Thorson, Leo Oliver, 
Joan Clarke. 
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taken up after the homily and 
the second collection will be 
after the Prayers of the Faithful. 

 

Congratulations and our 
prayers for Brother Matthew 
Boland, O.P   ordained to the 
Diaconate this Saturday 4th July  
and continuing on his journey 
towards ordination to the  
priesthood. 
 

Special Request: Please keep 
James Leary in your prayers. 
James was welcomed into the 
faith recently by Fr. Jack and is 
to undergo open heart surgery 
this week. 
 

Cancer Support Group  for 
those suffering from cancer and 
those wishing to pray for them 
meeting this Tuesday, 7th July 
2.30pm in the Leo Mahon room. 
Enquiries: Phoebe Glacken 
4341 6234. 
 

Volunteer Church Cleaning 
Roster 10/7/15: Christine French, 
Rano Spiteri, Christina Thorsen, 
Michael French. 
 

Baptism: We welcome into our 
Faith community and pray for 
Joseph Peter Dunne baptised last 
Sunday. 
Altar flowers:  Thanks to those 
who made donations last week.  
Fr Jack has decided to continue 
with native floral arrangements 
instead of silk flowers.  The  

arrangement will be refreshed as 
needed & continuing donations 
for this purpose can be made by 
putting a sealed “Altar flowers” 
envelope with either collection. 
 

Morning Tea Roster 12/7/15  
will be our Pastoral Council. 
 

Faith Based conversations: Get-
ting good at talking about your 
faith to family and friends takes 
practice (and grace). Make a new 
friend you can talk with about 
your faith. Leo Mahon room, 
Saturday 11th July, 10.30am-
11.30am. Morning tea provided. 
 

Of Grace and Faith Study 
Group meeting Thursday, 9th 
July, 11am in the Leo Mahon 
room. 
 

A big Thank You for your 
prayers and best wishes on our 
move to Fassifern. We will be-
long to the Toronto parish and I 
ask your prayers as the lack of 
priests is felt very much in New-
castle diocese. Thank you for 
your friendship and support of 
Lectio Divina and my hope is 
that the prayer group will con-
tinue. God bless. Carol. 

Palms Australia: Position Va-
cant—Administrative Assistant: 
Executive Support & Events: 
Palms Australia, a Catholic over-
seas aid and development 
agency, is seeking an enthusiastic 
full-time Administrative Assis-
tant with sound computer and 
communication skills to work in 
their Sydney office. The success-
ful applicant will provide Execu-
tive Support to the Director and 
other staff, plus organize events 
and promotional activities. For 
f u r t h e r  d e t a i l s ,  e m a i l 
roger@palms.org.au with subject  

Vinnies Community Sleepout:  
The Diocesan Youth Team invites 
high school students and young 
adults to participate in the Vinnies 
Community  
Sleepout. The night will include 
entertainment and prayer as well as 
the experience of spending a ‘night 
in the streets’ raising awareness of 
homelessness among our your peo-
ple and funds for the winter appeal. 
Saturday, 25th July. Time:  6pm 
Saturday—9am Sunday. The Light 
of Christ Centre, Yardley Avenue, 
Waitara. R.S.V.P. 
youthministry@dbb.org.au 
 

Admin Assistant or phone 9518 
9551. Applications with CV close 6 
July.  
 

A New Way of Looking at the Sacra-
ments: A seminar exploring the Sac-
raments of Healing and Service by 
Fr. John Frauenfelder. Saturday 18th 
July, 10am-11.30am.  Parish Centre, 
Our Lady of the Rosary Parish, 239-
243 The Entrance Rd. The Entrance. 
RSVP Wednesday 15th July. RSVP 
Ph: 4332 9825. or email  registra-
tions@dbb.org.au 
 

Installation: 9.15am Mass, July 
26th 2015 will see Bishop Peter 
return to Woy Woy to install Fr. 
Jack as our Parish Priest and Frs. 
Timothy and Phillip as our assis-
tant priests. 
 

Extra-ordinary Ministers of Holy 
Communion: You are invited to 
join our team of extra-ordinary 
ministers of Holy Communion, 
who take Holy Communion to 
people at home  or in hospital on 
the Peninsula. Days and times 
flexible. Training and support 
given. Contact: Co-ordinator. 
Phoebe Glacken on 4341 6324. 
 

“A Word that Feeds us” from 
Pope Francis to Families about 
the Bible: “It is not for putting in 
a shelf, but rather for having it at 
hand. It is for reading it often, 
every day, either individually or 
in groups, husband and wife, 
parents and children; maybe at 
night, especially on Sundays. 
That way, the family can move 
forward with the light and the 
power of the Word of God”.  
Copies “A Word that feeds us”  
available in the gathering area. 
 

Children’s Liturgy Roster 
12/7/15: Leif Spicer, Mary Wood, 
Gerri O’Keeffe. 
 
Collections at Sunday Masses: 
As from next weekend 11th/12th 
July, the first collection will be 

Around the Parish 

From the Diocese and beyond 

The Just Word 
(NATSICC) produces a Re-
source Kit for Parishes and 
Schools. The kit contains 
prayers, songs and other re-
sources that can be used to 
plan and celebrate Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander Sun-
day: For more information: 
www.natsicc.org.au  
 

5-12 July Naidoc Week: 
NAIDOC Week is a celebration 
of Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander cultures and an oppor-

tunity to recognise the contributions 
of Indigenous Australia. 

NAIDOC stands for the National 
Aboriginal and Islanders Obser-
vance Day Committee.  Its origins 
can be traced to the emergence in the 
1920’s of Aboriginal groups that 
sought to increase awareness in the 
wider community of the status and 
treatment of Indigenous Australians. 

 
Australian Catholic Social Justice 

Council. 

5 July National Aboriginal and Tor-
res Strait Islander Sunday: 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander  
Sunday is celebrated on the first Sun-
day in July. It is a time where Catho-
lics all over Australia celebrate and 
acknowledge the gifts that Indige-
nous people bring to the Catholic 
Church in Australia. It is also a time 
to reflect on our own relationships 
with Australia’s first people.  
Every year the National Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait  
I s l a n d e r  C a t h o l i c  C o u n c i l 
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Collections at Sunday Masses: 
As from next weekend 
11th/12th July, the first collec-
tion will be taken up after the 
homily and the second collection 
will be after the Prayers of the 
Faithful. 

 

Congratulations and our 
prayers for Brother Matthew 
Boland, O.P   ordained to the 
Diaconate this Saturday 4th July  
and continuing on his journey 
towards ordination to the  
priesthood. 
 

Special Request: Please keep 
James Leary in your prayers. 
James was welcomed into the 
faith recently by Fr. Jack and is 
to undergo open heart surgery 
this week. 
 

Cancer Support Group  for 
those suffering from cancer and 
those wishing to pray for them 
meeting this Tuesday, 7th July 
2.30pm in the Leo Mahon room. 
Enquiries: Phoebe Glacken 
4341 6234. 
 

Volunteer Church Cleaning 
Roster 10/7/15: Christine French, 
Rano Spiteri, Christina Thorsen, 
Michael French. 
 

Baptism: We welcome into our 
Faith community and pray for 
Joseph Peter Dunne baptised last 
Sunday. 

Altar flowers:  Thanks to those 
who made donations last week.  
Fr Jack has decided to continue 
with native floral arrangements 
instead of silk flowers.  The  
arrangement will be refreshed as 
needed & continuing donations 
for this purpose can be made by 
putting a sealed “Altar flowers” 
envelope with either collection. 
 

Morning Tea Roster 12/7/15  
will be our Pastoral Council. 
 

Faith Based conversations: Get-
ting good at talking about your 
faith to family and friends takes 
practice (and grace). Make a new 
friend you can talk with about 
your faith. Leo Mahon room, 
Saturday 11th July, 10.30am-
11.30am. Morning tea provided. 
 

Of Grace and Faith Study 
Group meeting Thursday, 9th 
July, 11am in the Leo Mahon 
room. 
 

A big Thank You for your 
prayers and best wishes on our 
move to Fassifern. We will be-
long to the Toronto parish and I 
ask your prayers as the lack of 
priests is felt very much in New-
castle diocese. Thank you for 
your friendship and support of 
Lectio Divina and my hope is 
that the prayer group will con-
tinue. God bless.     Carol. 

Installation: 9.15am Mass, July 
26th 2015 will see Bishop Peter 
return to Woy Woy to install Fr. 
Jack as our Parish Priest and Frs. 
Timothy and Phillip as our assis-
tant priests. 
 

Extra-ordinary Ministers of Holy 
Communion: You are invited to 
join our team of extra-ordinary 
ministers of Holy Communion, 
who take Holy Communion to 
people at home  or in hospital on 
the Peninsula. Days and times 
flexible. Training and support 
given. Contact: Co-ordinator. 
Phoebe Glacken on 4341 6324. 
 

“A Word that Feeds us” from 
Pope Francis to Families about 
the Bible: “It is not for putting in 
a shelf, but rather for having it at 
hand. It is for reading it often, 
every day, either individually or 
in groups, husband and wife, 
parents and children; maybe at 
night, especially on Sundays. 
That way, the family can move 
forward with the light and the 
power of the Word of God”.  
Copies “A Word that feeds us”  
available in the gathering area. 
 

Children’s Liturgy Roster 
12/7/15: Leif Spicer, Mary Wood, 
Gerri O’Keeffe. 
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Entrance chant: getting things started 
Bruce Janiga 
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It's time to begin Mass. The cantor or leader 

of song welcomes the people, gives them any 

brief instruction they may need, and an-

nounces the opening hymn. All stand, and 

the entrance chant or hymn begins. The min-

isters enter from the back of the church. The 

procession reaches the sanctuary and the 

ministers arrive at their appointed places. 

The singing stops. Father has reached his 

chair. The Mass begins. 

Does this sound familiar? This is how many 

communities begin their liturgies: the song at 

the beginning of Mass is considered travel-

ling music to get the priest to his chair. As we 

adjust to a new translation of the Roman Mis-

sal, perhaps it is time to (re)examine the na-

ture of the introductory rites. 

The current General Instruction of the Roman 

Missal builds on the previous instruction. 

Little in the document is truly new, but much 

has been stated more clearly in the hope that 

we will grow in our understanding and cele-

bration of all of the various parts of the lit-

urgy. How we begin our eucharistic celebra-

tion sets the tone for the entire liturgy. From 

the moment the singing begins, we transition 

from our everyday activities into the celebra-

tion of the mystery of God's love for us. This 

is not just travelling music; it does not just 

cover the entrance of the priest. Rather, it 

helps us enter into the celebration. The GIRM 

reminds us, 

Great importance should therefore be attached 
to the use of singing in the celebration of the 
Mass …. After the people have gathered, and 
as the Priest enters with the Deacon and minis-
ters, the Entrance Chant begins. Its purpose is 
to open the celebration, foster the unity of 
those who have been gathered, introduce their 
thoughts to the mystery of the liturgical time or 
festivity, and accompany the procession of the 
Priest and ministers. (40, 47). 

Note that the final purpose in the list is to 

"accompany the procession"; fostering unity 

and drawing the assembly into the mystery 

are more important. 

After nearly 50 years of encouraging assem-

bly participation, music is often still viewed 

as so much functional window dressing. This 

perception short-changes the power that 

music can have for the liturgy, and the lit-

urgy suffers. 

When carefully chosen, the entrance chant 

can cause us to truly enter into the celebra-

tion. Music must be allowed to do its job and 

invite participation from the entire assembly, 

including the priest and other ministers. 

Many years ago, Music in Catholic Worship 

stated, "No other single factor affects the 

liturgy as much as the attitude, style, and 

bearing of the celebrant" (21). From the very 

beginning of Mass, the priest is called to 

participate. Too often he does not sing and 

expects the music to stop when he gets to the 

sanctuary and is ready to offer the greeting. 

But in the 2007 statement Sing to the Lord: 

Music in Divine Worship, we read: 

The priest joins with the congregation in sing-
ing the acclamations, chants, hymns, and 
songs of the Liturgy. … To the greatest extent 
possible, he should use a congregational wor-
ship aid during the processions and other 
rituals of the Liturgy and should be attentive 
to the cantor and psalmist as they lead the 
gathered assembly in song. In order to pro-
mote the corporate voice of the assembly when 
it sings, the priest's own voice should not be 
heard above the congregation. (21) 

Furthermore, we are reminded, "Care must 

be taken in the treatment of the texts of 

psalms, hymns, and songs in the Liturgy. 

Verses and stanzas should not be omitted 

arbitrarily in ways that risk distorting their 

content. While not all musical pieces require 

that all verses or stanzas be sung, verses 

should be omitted only if the text to be sung 

forms a coherent whole" (143). If we expect 

our assemblies to fully engage in singing, 

they must perceive the music as important. 

If we want them to sing, we need to give 

them a chance. Singing one or two verses to 

cover the procession hardly accomplishes 

this. The more they sing, the more they will 

sing. With strong musical leadership and a 

well-chosen text and tune, the assembly will 

be drawn into the mystery we have gathered 

to celebrate. But the participation of the 

priest is crucial. He is called to sing as part of 

the gathered assembly. If he is standing 

mute at the chair, adjusting books, or trying 

to get the attention of the server, he sends a 

message that what the rest of the assembly is 

doing is not important.  

Getting things started requires the full coop-

eration and engagement of all involved in 

the celebration of the Eucharist, and the en-

trance hymn needs to be thought of as much 

more than travelling music. The first song of 

the liturgy has the power to gather all as-

sembled into conscious, active, and full par-

ticipation in celebrating the mystery of our 

faith.     ML 

 

 
 

David Fedor holds a master's degree in music and 
liturgical studies from the University of Notre 
Dame. In 1986 he was appointed director of music 
and organist for the Cathedral Basilica of the Sa-
cred Heart in Newark, N.J., and since 1998 has 
been the parish musician for St. Cassian Church in 
Upper Montclair, N.J. From Ministry & Liturgy, 
copyright © Resource Publications, Inc. All rights 
reserved. Reprinted with permission under licence 
number 115216.   

We would do well to echo the 

psalmist, saying, “Our eyes are 

fixed on the Lord, pleading for 

His mercy.” May we always 

recognise and use wisely the gifts 

of freedom and abundance He 

has showered upon us. 

See Psalm 123 



Fr. Jack Robson, Parish Priest. 

Fr. Timothy Raj  MSFS & Fr. Phillip Thottam 

MSFS.  Assistant Priests. 

Office Staff: Helen Cameron, Raelene Spithill & 

Margaret Cooper 

Office Hours: 9.30 a.m.—4.00 p.m., Monday to 

Friday 

Deadline for The Voice: 3.30 p.m. Wednesday 

Woy Woy, Umina, Ettalong, Koolewong, Tascott, Blackwall, 

Booker Bay, St Hubert’s Island, Empire Bay, Horsfield Bay, Pearl 

Beach, Patonga, Woy Woy Bay, Daley’s Point and Phegan’s Bay. 

St John the Baptist Church,  corner of 

Blackwall and Victoria Roads, Woy Woy 

Parish Office              
P.O. Box 264              
54 Victoria Road 
WOY WOY  N.S.W.  2256 

Phone: (02) 4341 1073 
Fax: (02) 4341 0214 
Email: parish@woywoycatholic.org.au 

SUNDAY MASS TIMES  
Vigil Saturday 5pm; Sunday 7.30am,  9.15am, 6pm. 

WEEKDAY MASS TIMES 
Monday-Friday 7.45am (Monday & Tuesday with Lauds); Saturday and 
Public Holidays 9am;  First Friday 4pm (with Anointing of the Sick). 

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE 
Friday after morning Mass; First Friday, 3.30 p.m.; Saturday 11.30am; & 
4.30pm ; Sunday 7.00 a.m. 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM  
1st & 3rd Sundays, 11am; 5th Sunday, during 9.15 a.m. Mass. 
Godparents are examples of faith to the child. They must be confirmed and 
practising Catholics, at least sixteen years old. If there is at least one godpar-
ent, a non-Catholic may act as a Christian witness. Parents and godparents 
must attend a pre-baptismal instruction, held on the 2nd and 4th Sunday of 
each month at 9.30 a.m. 

EXPOSITION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT 
Every Saturday after 9am Mass until 10am; every Monday until 9am (Public 
Holidays 10.15am). 

PARISH CHOIR— Practice Wednesday nights in the church, 7 p.m. 
Enquiries: 4341 3367. 

ST JOHN THE BAPTIST CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL, 21a Dulkara 
Rd. South Woy Woy 2256. Ph: 4341 0884.  Fax  0243 445 049. 

ST JOHN THE BAPTIST YOUTH GROUP For information and events 
contact Sam French 042 244 9539. 

CATHOLICCARE Marriage & Family  Relationships. Phone: 4356 2600. 

MARY MAC’S PLACE Volunteers provide nutritious, freshly cooked meals 
and information and referrals to appropriate community services. Open 
Monday to Friday, 11am-1pm, at the Ethel Cox Parish Centre. For more in-
formation, please contact Christine on 4341 0584. 

CASH HOUSIE every Saturday night at Peninsula Community Centre, Cnr. 
Ocean Beach Rd. and McMasters Rd. Games start at 7.30 p.m. and finish 
approx 10.20 p.m. Cash prizes. Ticket sales from 6.00 p.m. Proceeds benefit 
Parish. Enquiries: Rob 0427 990 818. 

Catholic Parish of Woy Woy Peninsula 

"He must increase, I must decrease" 

D i o c e s e  o f  
B r o k e n  B a y  

We’re on the Web! 
www.woywoycatholic.org.

au 

sonal information such as name, address 
and telephone numbers as they relate to 
parish activities and rosters. 

If we do not obtain the information re-
quested, we may not be able to administer 
the sacraments. 

Personal information collected from chil-
dren is disclosed to their parents or guardi-
ans.  Parents or guardians may seek access 
to personal information collected about 
them and their son/daughter by contacting 
the Parish Priest. 

Adults may also seek access to information 
collected about them in the same manner. 

As the Parish is largely reliant upon locally 
raised funds and local effort for its con-
tinuation, information received from those 
who reside in the Parish or avail themselves 
of its services may be used to solicit dona-
tions and other forms of support from 
them.  On occasions it uses the resources of 
the Diocese to support this process and in 
the course of this, information is made 
available to those people.  We will not dis-
close your personal information to other 
third parties for other fundraising purposes 
without your consent.  

St John the Baptist Parish, Woy Woy Penin-
sula, collects personal information, includ-
ing sensitive information about members of 
the faithful.  The primary purpose of col-
lecting this information is to enable it to 
administer the sacraments and pastoral care 
to the faithful, and often to children of the 
faithful.  Information may be required to 
allow the Parish to meet some of its legal 
obligations, provide care for the child while 
under supervision and discharge its duty of 
care.  If you reside in the Parish or other-
wise continue to use its services, the infor-
mation may also be used to solicit dona-
tions and/or request your services as a 
volunteer from time to time. 

The Parish from time to time discloses per-
sonal and sensitive information to others 
for administrative purposes.  This includes  

 Other Parishes  

 Parish School  

 Other Parish Schools 

 Medical practitioners 

 People providing services to the schools 
including volunteers 

 Diocesan agencies 

The parish from time to time will publish in 
the Newsletter and on noticeboards per-

Standard Collection Notice 

Ethel Cox Parish Centre 
Walter Baker Hall 
100 Blackwall Road 


