
Gospel Acclamation 
Alleluia, alleluia! Open our heart, O Lord, to listen to the words of your Son. 

Alleluia!   

Christian art has not served us very 
well in terms of picturing the Holy Fam-
ily. From medieval times, Joseph is por-
trayed as being as least 80, Mary is 
very young with perfect white skin and, 
usually, Jesus has golden curls and a 
knowing smile.  

Now I don't know about your family, 
but among my clan no one is a canon-
ised saint, immaculately conceived or 
the son of God.  
Let's face it, the Holy Family is a tough 
act to follow!  
We know only the barest facts about 
the Holy Family.  

Joseph was 18 or 19 when his fiancé, 
Mary, who was 14 or 15, potentially 
caused great scandal in the neighour-
hood by conceiving a child, by the 
power of God, before the wedding. They 
were a poor, devoutly Jewish family 
from Galilee. They were as olive-
skinned as any Lebanese is today and 
they lived in a country harshly adminis-
tered by the occupying Roman Army.  

The scriptures tell us they knew what it 
was like to be refugees, to lose their 
child for three days and that Mary so 
misunderstood what Jesus was on 
about that once she went to bring him 
home; later she watched him tortured 
and executed by the Romans. 

By these traditions the Holy Family has 
much to say to those in our world who 

are teenage mothers, are poor, hard 
working religious people, are refugees 
or are so-called 'coloured' people. They 
give consolation to parents who can't 
work out their children, to children who 
feel their parents are not on their 
wavelink, and to anyone of you who has 
ever lost a child in a market place or 
been through the heartbreak of losing a 
child in death.  

You see, the more we put halos on the 
Holy Family, sadly, the less we seem to 
be able to connect their family experi-
ence with our own.  

Most families are about being generous, 
loving, stable and faithful. They stand 
for security, roots and identity. Our 
world needs stable, strong families 
more than ever before.  

Families, however, also fight, can be 
envious, they break up, are under pres-
sure from all sorts of social forces and, 
tragically, the family home is the most 
common place for physical and sexual 
abuse in our society.  

For all our western wealth and technol-
ogy I think it's very hard to have a 

happy and balanced family life today.  

So what's the secret? 

Family studies surveys tell us that for-
giveness is the key. This flies in the 
face of the film Love Story's outrageous 
motto, 'Love means not having to say 
you're sorry'.  

As Christians, precisely the opposite is 
the case. Love means you can and want 
to say you're sorry and that the other 
person in the family can, and wants, to 
forgive.  

But if my experience is anything to go 
by, 'I'm sorry' is second only to 'I love 
you' as the hardest statement to say 
and hear, in family life.  

When I was 16 I read the works of Jes-
uit Fr John Powell who wrote,  

'We should never leave this world not 
having told the people that we love that 
we love them.'  

Now, I don't come from a particularly 
demonstrative family. So I took John 
Powell's line as a personal challenge.  
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OF YOUR CHARITY PRAY FOR 

THE SOULS OF 

 Recently deceased:  
Sr. Clare Tobin, r.s.j. 
 

 Anniversaries:  
Dorothy Hodges,  
Andrew Flanagan,  
Marie Therese (Terri) Hall ,  
Mary Moulds, Colin Robson 
Barry McKeowen. 
 

 Remembrances:  
Noelle Davidavic, 
Arthur, Muriel and John Brown, 
Brown Family,  Colin Tobin, 
Reg and Paul Hogan. 
 

 And the sick: 

Loretta Holt, Frances Sara, 

Neil Cameron, June Ferry, 

Kate Tinson, Beryl Allen, 

Lola Proctor, Jack Moulds, 

Alan Harland, Grace Williams, 

Arnold Diorio, Ibrahim Selim, 

Mark Taylor, Carol Cross, 

Fr. Bill Meacham, Bill Hunt, 

Bruce Spence, Mick Dunn, 

Natalie Rankin, Susan Field, 

Vince Zappavigna, 

Audrey Barsenbach, 

Pat Fitzgerald. 
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Free e-book for your com-
puter or e-reader/tablet/ 
I-phone:  
Son of God: The Daily Gospel  
Year C-2:  
This e-book, which may be 
downloaded free of charge to a 
computer or e-reader (or tablet), 
offers the Gospel for every day of 
this Liturgical Year C-2. (Sundays 
Year C, weekdays Year 2 ), to-
gether with a reflection of some 
750 words on each daily Gospel. 
This Liturgical Year C-2 has now 
begun and will continue till No-
vember of 2016. The e-book con-
tains the Gospel passages not only 
for the present but for any C-2 
Liturgical Year in the future, to-
gether with their reflections. It 
may be passed on to friends or 
acquaintances as desired. It carries 
the Imprimatur of Archbishop 
Anthony Fisher, the Archbishop of 
Sydney. 
Son of God: The Daily Gospel 
Year C-2 may be accessed at the 
following address: 
www.catho l i c - thoughts . in fo /
ebook/ 
 

Piano and Organ Recital: Re-
nowned Czech organist Dr. Pavel 
Kohout will give a recital at St. 
John the Baptist Church, Woy 
Woy on Friday, 22nd January 2016 
at 7.30pm playing works by Bach, 
Mendelssohn, Dvorak, Chopin and 

others. Tickets: $20, $15 conces-
sion, $10 children and students. 
 
 

Cash Housie/Cash Bingo Night: 
Every Saturday night and   yes it will 
be on Saturday, Boxing Day. Come 
along and try your luck and enjoy 
the friendly atmosphere.  Peninsular 
Community Centre, 93 McMasters 
Rd. Woy Woy. Games start 7.30pm
-10-20pm. Selling commences 
6.30pm, Hall open 5.30pm. Prizes: 
$100, $150 and a chance of winning 
the $2,000 Jackpot*  Reverts to a 
guaranteed $1,000 if not won within 
the specified number of calls. Prizes 
subject to sales. 
Games: 50 games, 3 books of tick-
ets; Bk 1-20 games, Bk2-20 games, 
Jackpot Bk 10 games. 
Cost: 1 all night—$8, 3 all night—
$24, 4 all night—$32, 6 all night—
$48. (all combinations of books 
available).  
Charity: This is the original parish 
fundraiser since the 1960’s in Etta-
long and continues to raise essential   
funds for the Parish. Transport: 
Busways bus stop right outside the 
door. Extras: Kiosk and bingo pen 
& dabber shop available. Tea and 
coffee is free—help yourself in the 
kitchen. Dinner (Chinese takeaway) 
can be ordered at the venue. 

tember 2016. You will have 
proven experience in conference 
or event management, the abil-
ity to manage and prioritise ac-
tivities and communicate with a 
wide range of stakeholders. 
P l e a s e  s e n d  y o u r  
application to 
rachel.casey@dbb.org.au   
by Thursday, 7 January 2016. 
 

Conference Co-ordinator: The 
Diocese of Broken Bay is look-
ing for a part time Conference 
Co-ordinator to join the Office 
for Evangelisation on a fixed 
term contract from February-
September 2016. 
As the successful candidate 
you will be responsible for the 
co-ordination of all aspects of 
a conference planned for Sep-

The Journey Catholic Radio 
Programme: Tune to Rhema CC 
94.9, 1pm Sundays. Each week 
the show provides reflections 
and interviews with some of 
Australia’s best Catholic pre-
senters, positive stories about 
our Church designed to deepen 
our faith as well as  reaching 
out to those  disconnected from 
our faith communities. 

New Year 2016: Fr. Jack, Fr. 
Timothy and Fr. Philip wish every-
one God’s blessing for a happy and 
peaceful New Year. 
 

Parish Office will close at 4pm 
Thursday, December 24, 2015 and  
re-open at 9.30am Monday, Janu-
ary 4, 2016. 
 

New Year’s Day, Friday 1st 
January. Public Holiday:  
Morning Mass 9am. There will be 
no healing Mass at 4pm. 
 

Baptism: We welcome into our 
Faith community and pray for Van 
Mitchell who was baptised last 
Sunday. 
 

Children’s Liturgy will not 
r e s u m e  u n t i l  1 4 / 2 / 1 6 ,  
2016 Rosters available in the Leo 
Mahon room. 
 

Volunteer Church Cleaning 
Rosters 2016  available in the Leo 
Mahon room. 
 

‘El Shaddai’  Prayer Group 
meetings for January are 9th, 16th 
and 23rd. Meetings are held in the 
Walter Baker Hall until further 
notice.  
 
Rosary Beads found at Ettalong. 
Please contact Kath  0429 666 110. 
 
 
 

Around the Parish 

From the Diocese and beyond 

The Just Word 
Maria, 11 years younger, is still 
alive. 
We gain an insight into the 
deeply felt empathy Pope Fran-
cis has for family life when we 
consider recent homilies, mes-
sages and general audiences. 
This article highlights some of 
his recent statements. 
 

On Family 
“In the family we learn how to 
love, to forgive, to be generous 
and open not closed and selfish. 
We learn to move beyond our 
own needs to encounter others 
and share our lives with 
them.” (Address in the Philip-
pines, 19 January 2015) 
 

“And this is the great mission 
of the family, to make room for 
Jesus who is coming, to wel-
come Jesus in the family, in 
each member, children, hus-
b a n d ,  w i f e ,  g r a n d p ar -
ents...Jesus is there.” (General 
Audience, 17 December 2014). 
 

“The family comes alive as it 
reaches beyond itself, families 
which do so communicate their 
message of life and communion, 
giving comfort and hope to 
more fragile families and thus 
building up the church itself 
which is the family of fami-
lies.” (Message for World Com-
munications Day, 23 January 
2015). 

Pope Francis: Speaks on the 
importance of Family: 
One of the hallmarks of Pope 
Francis’ papacy has been his 
focus on the importance of 
family which we see espe-
cially in his many pronounce-
ments and in the work of the 
Family Synods. 
Pope Francis was born 17 
December, 1936 in Buenos 
Aires, Argentina, the son of  
Italian immigrants. His fa-
ther worked for the railways 
and his mother was a house-
wife  dedicated to the raising 
of their five children. Pope 
Francis was the eldest child 
having  two sisters and two 
brothers, only one of whom, 
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‘Did you not know I must be about my 

Father’s business?’ 

What was his ‘Father’s business’ which 

was so engaging for Jesus?  

To draw every human being into the 

same family relationship as He enjoys. 

But did you note that it is our privilege 

to celebrate this realisation as a commu-

nity? Only Jesus can say ‘My Father’. 

We say ‘Our Father’.  

We enter into the grace of intimate rela-

tionship with God, not as an atomised 

individual, but as a person within a so-

ciety of baptised Christians – the 

Church. 

We could take a moment to pray for the 

integrity which will enable us to ex-

press this sense of identity in the un-

folding of our lives. We can pray also 

for those saddened or bewildered by our 

following of the One who taught us to 

Forget the tinselly sentimentality of 

most depictions of the Holy Family. 

This Gospel is real life.  

Anyone who has temporarily lost their 

child in a crowd knows the stabbing 

pain of uncertainty and fear.  

Even more real, and occurring more 

often, is the adolescent impatience of 

Jesus:  

‘Did you not know I must be about my 

Father’s business?’ 

Every parent, bewildered and saddened 

by the growing up and the growing dis-

tance of a son or daughter, knows what 

Mary and Joseph must have felt. 

By the time Mary and Joseph found 

Jesus, he had found the words to ex-

press his unique identity.  

In this little scene so full of pathos and 

heartbreak, we hear the first words of 

Jesus in the Gospels:  

The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph - Year C 

Sunday, 27 Dec 2015 

The first reading today pro-
vides a challenging blueprint 
for the good stewardship of 
our family relationships. 
How do I measure up? 



Fr. Jack Robson. Parish Priest. 

Fr. Timothy Raj. M.S.F.S. Fr. Philip Thottam. M.S.F.S. 
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Margaret Cooper.  

Office Hours: 9.30 a.m.—4.00 p.m., Monday to Friday 

Deadline for The Voice: 3.30 p.m. Wednesday 
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St John the Baptist Church,  corner 

of Blackwall and Victoria Roads, Woy 
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I wrote to my sister, who was then work-
ing with Mother Teresa in Calcutta, and to 
my brother who was working interstate, 
telling them that I loved them.  

That left my mother. I stayed home one 
Saturday night and with my heart pump-
ing and my tummy churning I approached 
my mother after tea while she was watch-
ing the news.  

'Mum, I have something important to tell 
you', I began. My mother, not taking her 
eyes from the screen, casually said,  

'Oh yes, what's that?'  

'Mum', I responded, 'I've never told you 
this before.' 

And now I could tell there was a duet of 
hearts pumping and tummies churning.  

I plucked up all my courage and came 
straight out with it.  

'Mum, I just want to tell you that I love 
you.' 

 

And such was her relief that my mother 
replied  

'I hope so’ and promptly turned back to 
the TV. 

My brother and sister wrote to Mum ask-
ing what was wrong with me. They all 
concluded it was a phase I was going 
through. 

In our complex world, no one can pretend 
that forgiveness is easy or that it is a 
magic wand we wave over deep hurts and 
harsh words. True forgiveness does not 
deny reality, it deals with it.  

But forgiveness is necessary if we are 
going to follow Jesus. It is also necessary 
if we want to enjoy a happier family life. 
Revenge and spite, so endemic in society, 
are the antithesis of what Jesus taught 
and lived out.  

May this feast of the Holy Family, then, 
give our families the  

'serenity to accept the things  

we cannot change,  

courage to change the things we can,  

and wisdom to know the difference'. 

© Richard Leonard SJ. 

The Holy Family [cont] 

Parish Office 
P.O. Box 264 

54 Victoria Road 
WOY WOY  N.S.W.  2256 

Phone: (02) 4341 1073 

Fax: (02) 4341 0214 

Email: parish@woywoycatholic.org.au 

SUNDAY MASS TIMES  
Vigil Saturday 5pm; Sunday 7.30am ,  9.15am, 6pm. 

WEEKDAY MASS TIMES 
Monday-Friday 7.45am (Monday & Tuesday with Lauds); Saturday and Public 
Holidays 9am;  First Friday 4pm (with Anointing of the Sick). 

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE 
Friday after morning Mass; First Friday, 3.30 p.m.; Saturday 11.30am; & 4.30pm ; 
Sunday 7.00 a.m. 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM  
1st & 3rd Sundays, 11am; 5th Sunday, during 9.15 a.m. Mass. 
Godparents are examples of faith to the child. They must be confirmed and practis-
ing Catholics, at least sixteen years old. If there is at least one godparent, a non-
Catholic may act as a Christian witness. Parents and godparents must attend a pre-
baptismal instruction, held on the 2nd and 4th Sunday of each month at 9.30 a.m. 

EXPOSITION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT 
Every Saturday after 9am Mass until 10am; every Monday until 9am (Public Holi-
days 10.15am). 

HOLY HOUR –EXPOSITION AND BENEDICTION  Every Thurs-
day, 7.30pm-8.30pm for the needs of the Parish. 
PARISH CHOIR— Practice Wednesday nights in the church, 7 p.m. 
Enquiries: 4341 3367. 

ST JOHN THE BAPTIST CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL, 
21a Dulkara Rd South Woy Woy 2256. p 024341 0884 f 0243 445049. 

ST JOHN THE BAPTIST YOUTH GROUP For information and 
events contact Sam French 042 244 9539. 

CENTACARE Marriage & Family Counselling, Pregnancy help—20 Watt St, 
Gosford. Phone: 4324 6403. 

MARY MAC’S PLACE Volunteers provide nutritious, freshly cooked meals 
and information and referrals to appropriate community services. Open Monday to 
Friday, 11am-1pm, at the Ethel Cox Parish Centre. For more information, please 
contact Christine on 4341 0584. 

CASH HOUSIE every Saturday night at Peninsula Community Centre. Cnr. 
Ocean Beach Rd  and McMasters Rd. Games start 7.30pm p.m. and finish approx 
10.20 p.m., cash prizes. Ticket sales from 6.00 p.m. Proceeds benefit Parish.  
Enquiries: Rob 0427 990 818. 

Catholic Parish of Woy Woy Peninsula 

"He must increase, I must decrease" 

D i o c e s e  o f  B r o k e n  
B a y  

We’re on the Web! 
www.woywoycatholic.org.au 

Ethel Cox Parish Centre 
Walter Baker Hall 
100 Blackwall Road 


