
Gospel Acclamation 
Alleluia, alleluia! You have received the Spirit which makes us God’s 
children, and in that Spirit we call God our Father. Alleluia!  

Some time ago, I conducted a funeral 
for a seven day old baby. The 
wrenching pain for the mother and 
father was so real that words of 
consolation seemed empty. And yet, 
I stuttered this thought: What is 
Heaven? Heaven is the situation 
where the soul is immersed in 

unconditional love.   

That beautiful little girl experienced 
Heaven for those seven days of her 
earthly existence. There was no 
distance between Heaven and Earth 

because she was held in the 
unwavering gaze of her parents, 
loving her without limits. The 
transition of her soul through death 

would have been seamless. 

Heaven and Earth were clearly 

united in those seven days. 

And yet, we human beings too easily 
forget those precious revelations, 
revelations which do not always 

depend on tragedy.  

A honeymoon couple could not be 
more earthy, and yet at the same 
time more expressing heavenly bliss. 
Their earthiness is in the context of 
unconditional loving, which is 

heavenly. 

That is why we say it is truly 

sacramental. 

We too easily forget those 
intimations and end up putting huge 
distance between Heaven and Earth, 

imaginatively in spatial terms. 
‘Heaven is way beyond the horizon 

of the universe.’ 

It was not so for Our Lord Jesus 

Christ. 

Look at the prayer he taught his 

disciples – you and me – to pray. 

‘Thy will be done on Earth as it is in 

Heaven.’  

How can this come about? It 
happens when human being share 
God’s way of seeing and doing 
things. There need be no gulf 

between Heaven and Earth. 

But, the fact is we are usually unable 
to see or do things that way. Most 
often this failure springs from 
ignorance or distraction and 

sometimes from deliberate malice. 

Jesus Christ identifies two areas 
which we followers need to focus on 
to help make Heaven and Earth 
coterminous – sharing the same 

space, as it were. 

1. ‘Give us this day our daily bread.’ 

This petition is very real for most 
inhabitants of the world – a plea for 
the necessities of life to stave off real 

hunger. 

When Jesus was moved with 
compassion at the sight of a hungry 
crowd of five thousand he could 
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OF YOUR CHARITY  

PRAY FOR  

THE SOULS OF 

 Recently deceased: 

Angela Ormesher, Cindy Quartel, 

Carman Small, Neil Cameron 

Angela Graham. 

 

Anniversaries:  

Fr. Michael  Doyle, C.S.S.P. 

Eileen Floor, Jim Filewood, 

Prudencia Potestas, 

Milagros Farthing. 

 

 And the sick:  

Rene Glase,  Beryl Allen, Peter John 

Grima, Jack Moulds, Tracie Passlow, 

Rosemary Anderson, Bruce Spence, 

Maryanne Diorio, Cara Rodigus, 

Mary Anne  Gormley, John Allen, 

Coral Williams, Irene Beck,  

Jonell Georges, Alan Harland,  

Keith Oakes, Vince Zappavigna, 

Don Boland, Albie Curtis, Celeste 

Boonaerts, Cheryl Douglas,  

Louise Dunn, Bryan Moroney 

Jannelle Dawson, Nola Davies, 

Margaret Thoms, Baby Winter, 

Baby Blake, Ian Wilks, 

Elaine Finlayson, Helen McKeon, 

Brooke Simmons, Audrey Barsendich, 

Nicola (Nick) Bubici. 

 
 

 

 

 



Catechists: The next meeting 
will be held on Thursday 28th  
July, 9am, Leo Mahon Room. 
 

Liturgy Meeting will be held 
Thursday,28th July, 7.30pm in the 
Parish office. 
 

Children’s Liturgy Roster 
31/7/16:  Marianne Bowyer, 
Kylie Spicer, Jenny Fitzgerald. 
 

R e t u r n i n g  H o m e 
Programme to commence 
on Wednesday August 10.   
Were you raised a Catholic but 
do not come or seldom come to 
church anymore?   
Are you a Catholic who now 
feels separated from your 
Church?  
Would you like to feel at home 
in the Catholic Church again?  
Would you like to know more 
about the Catholic Church as it 
is today? If you, or anyone you 
know can answer positively to 
the above questions, please join 
us at St John the Baptist Church 
in the Leo Mahon Room, 10th 
August at 7.30pm,  for the 
Information Evening.  A detailed 
pamphlet is available from the 
table in the gathering space. 
 

 
 
 

generations to come.  
Please consider making a small 
monthly donation with our 
Regular Giving Program and help 
bring Mary MacKillop’s charism to 
life throughout the world.  
www.mmi.orgau 
Celebrating 150 years of the 
Sisters of St. Joseph and 25 years 
of Sr. Irene McCormack’s  
Martyrdom.  

Mary MacKillop International: 
In the spirit of St. Mary of the 
Cross Mackillop, we invite you to 
bring life to the “poorest and most 
neglected parts of God’s vineyard.” 
Your donation to Mary MacKillop 
Internat iona l  wi l l  support 
thousands of people in Timor-
Leste and Peru in education, health 
and livelihoods opportunities, 
bringing hope to communities for  
 

Proclaim 2016: A gentle 
reminder, registrations will close 
on Monday, 1st August. An 
extended early bird rate is still 
available to all parishes in the 
Broken Bay Diocese, who register 
their parish with 5 or more 
delegates. For more information 
please contact Nataile Moutia on 
9847 0504.  
 

From the Diocese and beyond 

Call for Non-Violence  

and a Just Peace: 

More than 80 delegates gathered in 
Rome in April to share their 
experience in peace building and 
create nonviolence in the face of 

violence and war. 

Organ ised by Pax Chr ist i 
International, in collaboration with 
the Pontifical Council for Justice 
and Peace, the Nonviolence and 
Just Peace conference sought to 
e x p a n d  on  t h e  C a t h o l i c 

understanding of nonviolence. 

In a message to conference 
participants, Pope Francis said the 
meeting had a special value in this 
Jubilee Year of Mercy and in 
seeking solutions to the “world war 

instalments”. 

“The basic premise is that the 
ultimate and most deeply worthy 
goal of human beings and of the 
human community is the abolition 

of war,” Pope Francis said. 

 “In this vein we recall that the 
only explicit condemnation issued 
by the Second Vatican Council was 
against war, although the Council 
recognised that, since war has not 
been eradicated from the human 
condition, ‘Governments cannot 
be denied the right to legitimate 
defence once every means of 
peaceful settlement has been 

exhausted’. 

Recognising that conflict cannot be 
ignored or concealed, the Pope 

said, “We must accept and tackle 
conflict so as to resolve it and 
transform it into a link in that new 
process which ‘peacemakers’ 

initiate.” 

He said the great obstacle  to be 
removed is the wall of indifference. 
“Recent history justifies, using the 
word ‘wall’ not in a figurative sense 
alone, for unhappily it is an all-too-
tangible reality. This phenomenon 
of indifference touches not only 
our family of human beings but also 
the natural environment, with 
often disastrous consequences in 

terms of security and social peace.”  

Australian Catholic Social 

Justice Council. 

To be continued next week. 

The Voice 

Page 2 

Around the Parish 

The Just Word 

Sympathy: Prayerful condolences  
to our Parish Coordinator Helen 
and her family on the loss of her 
father during the week.   
 

23/24 July Warsaw/Poland 
week: All our 240 DBB WYD 
pilgrims are now on their 
pilgrimage together in Poland, as 
they prepare for World Youth Day 
week with Pope Francis and 
millions of other young people 
from around the world in Krakow 
next week. Visit www.dbb.org.au 
for the highlights video of their 
journey so far and follow along 
#dbbwyd for all the stories and 
photos. 
 

Sam French - Pilgrimage: If you 
wish to stay updated on events of 
WYD, Sam French (Seminarian) will 
be posting regular updates on his 
online blog. Documenting his 
journey along the way at: 
www.brokenbaypilgrim.blogspot.co
m.au 
 

Baptism: We pray for and 
welcome into our Faith Community 
Ariah Mitchell who was baptised 
last Sunday. 
 

Bus Trip to Botany Bay:  
Wednesday, 27th July, leaving 9am. 
Cost $15. Contact Susie on 
0403 417 639 or 4344 1742 for all 
bookings, payments and enquiries. 

The Live Pray Love Project: 
Pope Francis’ encyclical on the 
environment, Laudato Si’ , has 
generated much discussion in the 
Church and the public square about 
the ecological issues impacting the 
world, our common home.  
This new and vital encyclical is 
particularly relevant to our Diocese 
of Broken Bay, a region of NSW 
replete with coastal communities 
and natural features.  
D a n i e l  A n g ,  D i r e c t o r  o f 
Evangelisation, will share the insights 
and  cha l l enges  o f  Lauda to 
Si’ attending as it does to issues of 
pollution and climate change, the 
ways in which faith brings light to 
such issues, and lines of dialogue and 
action possible at a local and 
international level. Laudato Si’ is a 
document that extends beyond the 
singular concern of climate change 
and concerns the evangelisation and 
reverence of our whole world as a 
gift from God. We hope you are 
able to join us as we reflect on the 
spiritual and social dimensions of our 
Catholic Faith. Rose Mondal and 
Vicki Pirie will facilitate the 
discussion session later in the day. 
Sunday 7th August, Walter Baker 
Hall 2 – 5pm. Please phone Gladys 
0421 312 362 if you wish to attend 
or have questions.  



17th Sunday Ordinary Time,  

July 24  
 

Gn 18:20–32 

Ps 137:1–3, 6–8 R. v.3 
Col 2:12–14 
Lk 11:1–13 
 

Today’s text from Genesis, paired with 

the teaching on prayer from Luke’s 

Gospel, illustrates Abraham’s relationship 

with God and his role as one who 

intercedes on behalf of his people. God 

shares with Abraham his intention to 

punish the citizens of Sodom and 

Gomorrah, who pleads on their behalf. 

Would God, “the judge of all the 

world” (v 25), “sweep away the innocent 

with the guilty?” (v 23). God’s mercy is 

such that if even 10 righteous people are 

found, he will “spare the whole place for 

their sake” (v 26). 
 

In Colossians we are reminded that we 

“were buried with him in baptism … [and] 

raised with him through faith” (v 12). The 

early church saw the strong connection 

between baptism and death; we die to sin 

and rise to new life, as though the 

baptismal font were a tomb in which we 

share in Christ’s death and resurrection. 

Through baptism we become God’s 

children, so we can address God as Abba, 

Father. 
 

In giving us the Our Father, Jesus is 

teaching us how to pray. Our prayer 

should be simple and direct, 

acknowledging our dependence on God. 

Jesus goes on to advise persistence in 

prayer. We are not to sit back and wait 

for God’s goodness. “Ask … seek … 

knock” (v 9), he tells us, for God watches 

over us and cares for us as a loving parent. 

Luke’s unique addition to this teaching 

(see Mt 7:11) is that God will “give the 

Holy Spirit to those who ask” (v 13). It is 

this Spirit, which guided Jesus, that we 

should be seeking in our prayer. 
 

For reflection: Abraham’s dialogue with 

God serves as an example of intercessory 

prayer. Are my prayers of intercession 

sometimes focused on others, or are they 

just concerned with my own wants and 

needs? Is my prayer one of actively 

“asking, seeking, and knocking”? Or am I 

more resigned to accept whatever comes 

my way and attribute it to God’s will? 
 

 

 

18th Sunday in Ordinary Time, 

July 31  
 

Eccl 1:2; 2:21–23 

Ps 89:3-6, 12-14, 17 R. v.1 
Col 3:1–5, 9–11 
Lk 12:13–21 
 

The Book of Ecclesiastes is usually dated 

to the third century BC, a time of 

oppression under foreign rule. In light of 

this we can understand why the author 

seems pessimistic: “All things are 

vanity!” (1:2). One toils “with wisdom and 

knowledge and skill, / and yet to another 

who has not laboured over it, / he must 

leave prosperity” (2:21). Our author 

writes with an overwhelming sense of 

futility about life. Yet in this book we 

eventually encounter a developing sense of 

hope in a future reward. 
 

Continuing with our reading from 

Colossians, we are called to “seek what is 

above” (v 1), a message that ties in well 

with the Gospel text. To share in the 

resurrection of Christ means to be called 

to live a new life, putting on “the new 

self, / which is being renewed … / in the 

image of its creator” (v 10). 
 

The parable of the rich fool echoes the 

futility of Ecclesiastes. The rich man learns 

that all his wealth is useless to him at the 

moment of death. Expanding on the 

words, “one’s life does not consist of 

possessions” (v 15), Jesus encourages the 

crowd to focus on gathering heavenly 

treasure along with earthly possessions. 

By sharing his abundance with his 

neighbours, the rich man could have done 

this, but he chooses to ignore others and 

rely on his wealth. The text interestingly 

says his “land produced a bountiful 

harvest” (v 16), implying that the rich man 

had nothing to do with it. In the biblical 

mind, it is God who provides the harvest. 

This foolish one leaves God out of the 

equation here, to his own detriment. 
 

For reflection: Do I work for the things 

of heaven as well as the things of earth? 

Do I approach life with the pessimism of 

Ecclesiastes, or am I able to see and 

celebrate life as a gift from God? 

 
Bruce Janiga, a priest of the Archdiocese of Newark, 
N.J., teaches Scripture studies at Seton Hall Prep in 
West Orange, N.J. He is the Sunday assistant at St. 
Cassian Church in Upper Montclair, N.J. From Ministry 
& Liturgy, copyright © Resource Publications, Inc. All 
rights reserved. Reprinted with permission under licence 
number 115216  
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Jesus is describing   
God’s immeasurable gen-
erosity when He says in 
today’s Gospel,  Who-
ever asks, receives; who-
ever seeks, finds; whoever 
knocks, is admitted.” But 
it should also be the de-
scription of us as Chris-
tian stewards — those 
seeking to follow Christ 
by using our gifts in ser-
vice to others. 

See Luke 11:10 



Heaven and Earth can coincide (continued) 

Catholic Parish of  

Woy Woy Peninsula 
  

  Woy Woy, Woy Woy South, 

  Umina, Umina Beach,  

  Ettalong, Ettalong Beach,  

  Koolewong, Blackwall,  

  Booker Bay, Pearl Beach,  

  St Hubert’s Island,  

  Empire Bay, Horsfield Bay, 

Patonga, Woy Woy Bay, Daley’s Point, 

Phegan’s Bay and Wondabyne. 

  

St John the Baptist Church,  

(Corner) Blackwall & Victoria Rds, Woy Woy 

  

Parish Office         Ethel Cox Parish Centre 

PO Box 264      Walter Baker Hall 

54 Victoria Road       100 Blackwall Rd 

WOY WOY NSW 2256      Woy Woy 

  
Phone: (02) 4341 1073 Fax: (02) 4341 0214 
Email: parish@woywoycatholic.org.au 
Website: www.woywoycatholic.org.au 

  

“He must increase, I must decrease” 

  

Parish Priest:   Fr. Jack Robson.  

Assistant Priests: Fr. Timothy Raj. MSFS. 

 Fr. Philip Thottam. MSFS. 
  

Office Staff:   Helen Cameron,  

Raelene Spithill and Margaret Cooper. 
  

Office Hours:  

9.30am—4pm, Monday to Friday. 
  

have done nothing without the generosity of a little boy 

who handed over his few loaves and fishes. 

That petition can only be answered if you and I respond 

with practical compassion to the plight of those in need. 

If we do so, we can change a Hellish situation to a place 

where Heaven and Earth coincide. 

2. ‘Forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 

trespass against us.’ (Matthew’s version) 

But, first to Shakespeare: I think it was Portia in the 
Merchant of Venice who says ‘The quality of Mercy is 
not strained. It falleth as the gentle rain of Heaven on to 

the place beneath.’ 

We know that if the surface of the earth is concreted 
over it cannot absorb ordinary rain and it runs off to 

water elsewhere.  

(Continued from page 1) If we develop a harshness of heart which refuses to 
show mercy and forgiveness ourselves, then we are like 
earth concreted over and unable to absorb God’s mercy 

and forgiveness into our own lives. 

When we forgive someone, we become more able to 

absorb the gentle rain of divine mercy and forgiveness.  

So, Heaven and Earth need not be as distant as 
supposed. Our Lord has shown us how we can help 

make these dimensions of existence coincide. 

Pray the ‘Our Father’ often. It was the prayer embodied 
in the lives of a loving mother and father over those 
seven days. It is the prayer to be embodied in our lives. 

When we do so we can sing 

‘Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of Hosts, 

Heaven and Earth are full of your Glory 

Hosanna in the Highest.’ 

© Fr Michael Tate 

SUNDAY MASS TIMES  

Vigil Saturday 5pm; Sunday 7.30am, 9.15am, 6pm. 
 

WEEKDAY MASS TIMES 

Monday-Friday 7.45am (Monday & Tuesday with Lauds); Saturday and 

Public Holidays 9am;  First Friday 4pm (with Anointing of the Sick). 
 

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE 

Friday after morning Mass; First Friday, 3.30pm; Saturday 11.30am; & 

4.30pm; Sunday 7am. 
 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM  

1st & 3rd Sundays, 11am; 5th Sunday, during 9.15am Mass. 

Godparents are examples of faith to the child.  They must be confirmed and 

practising Catholics, at least sixteen years old.  If there is at least one god-

parent, a non-Catholic may act as a Christian witness.  Parents and godpar-

ents must attend a pre-baptismal instruction, held on the 2nd and 4th Sunday 

of each month at 9.30am. 
 

EXPOSITION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT 

Every Saturday after 9am Mass until 10am; every Monday until 9am (Public 

Holidays 10.15am). 
 

PARISH CHOIR — Practice Wednesday nights in the church, 7pm. 

Enquiries: 4341 3367. 
 

ST JOHN THE BAPTIST CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL,  

21a Dulkara Rd South Woy Woy 2256. ph:  4341 0884 fax:  4344 5049. 
 

ST JOHN THE BAPTIST YOUTH GROUP  

For information and events contact Parish office 4341 1073. 
 

CATHOLICCARE Marriage & Family  Relationships.  
Phone:  4356 2600 
 

MARY MAC’S PLACE  Volunteers provide nutritious, freshly cooked 

meals and information and referrals to appropriate community services.  

Open Monday to Friday, 11am-1pm, at the Ethel Cox Parish Centre.  For 

more information, please contact Christine on 4341 0584. 

ST VINCENT de PAUL SOCIETY on the Peninsula assist and give a hand 

up to people in need. W e have two Conferences with Volunteers sharing the 

visiting or office work.  We always welcome new Volunteers to our Confer-

ence. Please ring Ken 0400 335 351 or Joan 0422 272 339. 
 

CASH HOUSIE every Saturday night at Peninsula Community Centre, Cnr 

Ocean Beach Rd & McMasters Rd, Woy Woy.  Games start at  


