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5th June 2016

Tenth Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year C

Psalter Week 2

Really Seeing the One Really in Need

OF YOUR CHARITY
PRAY FOR
THE SOULS OF
 Recently deceased:
Dorothy Bonham, Fr. Bill Meacham
Patricia Mavis Slattery.

 Anniversaries:
Fr. James (Jim) Boberg,
Fr. Carol Grew, Joy Ryan,
Margaret Juratowitch,
Natalia Soler, Esteban Soler.
 Remembrances:
Marion and Alfred Johnston,
Sook Bee, Toni Townsend,
Kai Tai and David Cang Sr.,
Renato, Constancio & Paz Soriano,
Juanita Rose, Juliet Hutton and
Robert Brewington, Valerie Price,
Mary and George Hilliard, Hilliard
Brothers, Kevin Mills, Mills Family,
Bernie, Hanna and Leslie Denning.
 And the sick:
Frances Sara, Neil Cameron,
Bill Hunt, Lindsay Hardy,
Rene Glase, Peter John Grima,
Jack Moulds, Maryanne Diorio,
Tracey Passlow, Bruce Spence,
Frank Schmidt, Keith Maiden,
Kate Tinson, Mary Ann Gormley,
Beryl Allen, Lorna Russom,
Carren Quinn, Coral Williams,
Irene Beck, Jonell Georges,
Clara Rodigus, Ralph Weate,
Keith Oakes, John Allen,
Anne Singleton, Don Boland,
Celeste Boonaerts, Cheryl Douglas,
Rosemary Anderson, Albie Curtis,
Vince Zappavigna, Louisa Dunn.

God is the One who liberates human
beings from the apparent finality of
death. Jesus is the body language of
God.
So it is only natural, as it were, that
Jesus should liberate this man from
the death which has his friends
processing with his body through
the streets of Nain.
But the man and his friends are not
the main focus of Jesus. It may be
daring to say that Jesus did not bring
the man back to life out of concern
for the man.
‘When the Lord saw her, he felt
compassion towards her’ – not him!
Who is this ‘her’ whom Jesus really
focused on, particularly saw in that
little procession of mourners?
She was a widow in a patriarchal
society. The dead son is not a
youngster but a man. He is the
breadwinner and protector for his
mother. Without an able man in her
household, she will be reduced to
poverty and be very vulnerable.
And so the Gospel tells us that Jesus
‘felt compassion towards her’. The
Greek actually says that his guts were
in turmoil with pity. So, he does what
any gutsy person would do in the
situation: his uttermost to help her.

We may say that Jesus restored the
life of this man in order to restore the
life of the mother. The Gospel
emphasises this by telling us the
purpose of this saving ministry of
Jesus: ‘He gave him to his mother.’
She would now have enough to eat,
and be able to live out her years in a
secure household.
It is obvious that Jesus had the most
alert eyes, always on the lookout for
the person whom society would
relegate to a miserable existence
without some saving intervention.
How is our society organised? Can
you see those who are vulnerable?
Does the mere seeing send a
shudder of compassion through your
body, as it did for Jesus?
What intervention do you suggest,
for yourself firstly, and then to society
organised on a scale and with much
greater complexity than was the little
town in Nain?
God does not respond to
dehumanising situations by
extraterrestrial power. He needs
human beings imitating Jesus Christ
in this regard. Only when we
respond in life-giving ways will we be
able to say: ‘God has visited his
people.’
© Fr Michael Tate
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Alleluia, alleluia! A great prophet has appeared among us;
God has visited his people. Alleluia!

© Colin D. Smith cfc

Around the Parish

The Voice

Welcome to our Bishop Peter
Comensoli this Sunday who will
be confirming our candidates at
9.15am and 11.30am Masses.
Please keep our children in your
prayers.
St. Vincent de Paul Winter
Cash Appeal: A leaving
collection will be held at all Masses
this weekend 4/5 June.
The Live Pray Love Project
will provide a talk on Saint John
the Baptist and Baptism. Guest
Speaker: Fr. Timothy. 2-5pm this
Sunday, 5th June, 2-5pm. Walter
Baker Hall. discussion, Q&A,
afternoon tea. There will be a
separate children’s ministry so
bring
the children too. Call
Gladys 0421 312 362 if you have
any questions.
Bus Trip – Northern Beaches
to Palm Beach, Wednesday,
15th June, leaving 9am. Contact:
Susie Casey 0403 417 639 for all
bookings, enquiries and payments.
Of Faith and Grace Study
Group meet Thursday, 9th June,
11am in the Leo Mahon room.
Children’s Liturgy Roster
12/6/16: Christine French,
Marianne Bowyer, Anthea Haugan.

Charitable Works Fund
Appeal will be held next
weekend 11th-12th June. Our
quota this year, over 3 appeals is
$35.498. The previous two
appeals have raised $13. 679,
leaving a balance for this final
appeal of $21. 819. The fund
supports five agencies to make a
difference in the lives of children
and families. Envelopes are
available in the church.
Bus Driver urgently needed:
Vince will be having foot surgery
in the middle of June and will be
out of action for a while after. If
you are able to drive (LR licence),
Vince will be on board to show
you the route and assist with
locating our parishioners for Mass.
Please call the Parish Office if you
can help.
Cancer Support Group for
those suffering from cancer or
those wishing to pray for them
meet the first Tuesday of each
month due this Tuesday 7th June,
2.30pm in the Leo Mahon room.
Volunteer Church Cleaning
Roster10/6/16: Kathleen Cullen,
Bill Cantley, Lisa Ann Rae,
Linda Potestas.

Help Wanted!!! Sadly, our
Catechist Recruitment Drive was
not the success for which we had
so fervently prayed. We are still
truly in genuine need of
v olu n t e e r s , s o h a v e y ou
considered “job sharing” the role?
Or Uni students—we are happy
to fit in with your timetable. All
we ask is that you think about this
rewarding role you can play in
your church community. Contact
Susie on 0411 566 622. We go to
Woy Woy, Umina, Ettalong and
Woy Woy South Primary Schools
on Tuesday/Wednesday/Friday
mornings. Please find it in your
heart for the sake of the children.
The Chorus: We’re putting
together our next edition, due at
the end of June. If you have a story
to tell, a picture to share (sorry,
no children please) or an idea you
would like us to follow up, send
any of your material to
parish@woywoycatholic.org.au
or drop them in to the Parish
office by Tuesday, 7th June.
(Emailed material in Word
document format; photos as jpeg.)
Morning Tea Roster 12/6/16:
Our Catechist Group.

The Just Word
World Environment Day
319. As one called to till and look
after the garden of the world (cf.
Gn 2:15), man has a specific
responsibility towards the creation
which God has put at the service
of his personal dignity, of his life,
not only for the present but also
for future generations. It is the
ecological question—ranging from
the preservation of the natural

habitats of the different species of
animals and of other forms of life
to ‘human ecology’ properly
speaking—which finds in the Bible
clear and strong ethical direction,
leading to a solution which
respects the great good of life, of
every life. In fact, “the dominion
granted to man by the Creator is
not an absolute power, nor can
one speak of a freedom to ‘use
and misuse,’ or to dispose of

From the Diocese and beyond

Page 2

St. Cecilia’s Primary School—
Centenary Celebration: Please
join us for our celebration of 100
years of Catholic education at St.
Cecilia’s Wyong. The following are
some special events that will
occur:
24th June Back to Old School Day
26th August: Grandparents Day,
Old School Games and Student
Art Exhibition.
22nd November: Time Capsule
and School Celebration.
26th November: Burying of new
capsule and community
Celebration.
For further details please visit
Facebook Page (St. Cecilia’s—100
years). Updates can be found on
this page. Please ’like’ the page and
‘share’ with family and friends who
may be interested. For those not
active on Facebook, information

can be obtained on the schools
Website:www.scwdbb.catholic.edu.au
or contact school office 4353 2922
Please note the Back to Old School
Day is the 24th June.
The Journey Catholic Radio
Programme: Tune to Rhema CC
94.9 at 1pm Sundays. Each week
the show provides good formation
(reflections and interviews with
some of Australia’s best Catholic
presenter s), family friendly
Catholic/Christian music and
positive stories about our Church
designed to deepen our faith of
practicing Catholics as well as
reaching out to those who are
disconnected from our faith
communities.

things as one pleases. The
limitation imposed from the
beginning by the Creator himself
and expressed symbolically by the
prohibition
(cf. Gn2 16-17) shows clearly
enough, that when it comes to the
natural world, we are subject not
only to biological laws but also to
moral ones, which cannot be
violated with impunity” (SRS,n.34).
(Evangelium Vitae, n42)

Proclaim 2016: This exciting
national conference on New
Evangelisation hosted by Broken
Bay Diocese is expected to draw
more than 500 participants from
across Australia to discuss,
exchange and learn fresh ways in
which parishes can become
evangelising communities of the
21st century.
Register at our early Bird rate
Registrations now open with 120
days to go. Adult Religious Groups
(exc GST) $399 for 3 days. Adult
Non-Religious Group (incl GST )
$440.
*Further information about
Catholic GST Religious Group
available at
catholic.org.au/gst-religious-group/
catholic-gst-religious-group
Early Bird available until 27th June
valid for 3 day conference ONLY.

Preaching the Good News

5th June 2016

Ron Raab
I preach among people longing for change and
healing. I have learned a deep and passionate
reliance on the Holy Spirit especially in the past
number of years ministering among people
where answers elude everyone. Ministering
among people in recovery from drugs and
alcohol teaches that life cannot be forced or
inauthentic. I cannot live another person’s life, no
matter how I may believe in or desire their
talents. I learn among people without a home or
shelter that I cannot live too far into the future,
because life today is overwhelming and yet so full
of grace.
I learn to trust the word of God as bread, as we
all hunger for more. As a preacher of the word, I
trust in the Holy Spirit to tell us all the truth.
The solemnity of the Most Holy Trinity begins a
series of texts proclaimed on Sundays that
stretches us as homilists into a deeper trust that
God still feeds us all. The Holy Spirit is here
now, our guide into the heart of the Father’s
love.
On the solemnity of the Most Holy Body and
Blood of Christ, we hear this human hunger for
something more. The people following Jesus
were famished, and the disciples insisted that
they be dismissed in order to find food. Jesus
says, “Give them some food yourselves.” This
message is about not only ravenous people on a
hillside but also those of us who preach. We are
called to take seriously the deep hungers of our
people. We are to provide nourishment from
our preaching so that love, forgiveness, and hope
will satisfy their longings. This is the promise that
the Spirit has more to say in our day. Preaching
becomes bread and food, love and compassion,
nourishment and pure grace if our hearts hear
first and trust always the good news.
We preach this good news, but never in a
vacuum. The gospel is always rooted within the
lives of real people. The moral teachings of the
church, biblical exegesis, sacramental theology,
and even social justice cannot be the only source
of our preaching. Preaching is a dialogue
between the word of God and the reality of
people’s lives. This is the place that sparks the
Spirit’s healing and satisfies hungry souls. The
people of God need to hear from the preacher
that their experiences are validated, that their
pain is named, and that their lives have meaning
here on earth. People long to be free of guilt,
shame, and anger that come from life’s daily
grind. The listeners need to recognize their
stories of searching in the light of Christ’s
passion, death, and resurrection. The liturgy
must always be connected to people, and
effective preaching bridges the sacred word to
the suffering and anxiousness of our worshipers.
Good news heals and sustains.

We hear this good news proclaimed when the
woman from Nain lost her son in death. Jesus
passed by, and the dead son rose up and spoke
to his mother. This incredible miracle cannot be
overlooked, nor can the suffering of our people
be hidden. We all need to hear the words of
Jesus, “Do not weep.” “Young man I tell you to
rise.” We not only need to hear these words
from Jesus, but we also need to encounter the
person of Christ for our own lives. Sometimes
we find canned words, stock phrases, and
quotations from church documents easier to rely
on than an investment of our time and our lives
in prayer to discover Christ Jesus. But we need
to take the time to listen.
We listen to the extravagant devotion of a sinful
woman who drew near to Jesus at the table of
the Pharisee. She approached Jesus weeping. Her
tears bathed his feet. She wiped his feet with her
hair. She anointed his feet from the expensive
ointment in the alabaster jar. This incredible act
of intimacy shattered the cultural barriers of
their time. Relationship with God and the
intimate nature of our prayer shatters in our day
the impression that healing is for the well
behaved, the moneyed, and the well educated.
For those of us who preach, we must spend
endless hours at the feet of the one who freed
the woman named a sinner. We must imitate her
generous spirit, her humble presence, and her
lavish gift of tears.

Both the first reading and
the Gospel remind us
powerfully that every breath
we take is a gift from God.
How conscious am I of this
first and most precious gift?
Am I a good steward of the
life and time with which I have
been blessed?

Jesus invites all of us, “Follow me.” Like the
disciples, we come up with all kinds of excuses
not to follow the deep, profound path that leads
to trust and honesty. Jesus invites us as
preachers to never let go of the plough and
never turn back. The words that Christ invites
us to offer come from years of practice, a life of
profound prayer, and the courage to speak
among people who desperately need God.
The Holy Spirit reminds us that there is a deep
well, a lasting reserve of trust for preachers. We
will never run out of authentic words because
we live among people who need God in a new
way every day. We will never be short of
something to say because we also depend on
nothing else but the Holy Spirit every time we
proclaim the gospel and stand amid the assembly
as believers and preachers. ML

Rev. Ronald Patrick Raab, CSC. He broadcasts On the
Margins, a weekly Scripture commentary on radio
KBVM.fm. Learn more at www.ronaldraab.com. From
Ministry & Liturgy, copyright © Resource Publications,
Inc. All rights reserved. Reprinted with permission under
licence number 115216
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Catholic Parish of
Woy Woy Peninsula
Woy Woy, Woy Woy South,
Umina, Umina Beach,
Ettalong, Ettalong Beach,
Koolewong, Blackwall,
Booker Bay, Pearl Beach,
St Hubert’s Island,
Empire Bay, Horsfield Bay,
Patonga, Woy Woy Bay, Daley’s Point,
Phegan’s Bay and Wondabyne.
St John the Baptist Church,
(Corner) Blackwall & Victoria Rds, Woy Woy
Parish Office
Ethel Cox Parish Centre
PO Box 264
Walter Baker Hall
54 Victoria Road
100 Blackwall Rd
WOY WOY NSW 2256
Woy Woy
Phone: (02) 4341 1073 Fax: (02) 4341 0214
Email: parish@woywoycatholic.org.au
Website: www.woywoycatholic.org.au
“He must increase, I must decrease”

SUNDAY MASS TIMES
Vigil Saturday 5pm; Sunday 7.30am, 9.15am, 6pm.
WEEKDAY MASS TIMES
Monday-Friday 7.45am (Monday & Tuesday with Lauds); Saturday and
Public Holidays 9am; First Friday 4pm (with Anointing of the Sick).
SACRAMENT OF PENANCE
Friday after morning Mass; First Friday, 3.30pm; Saturday 11.30am; &
4.30pm; Sunday 7am.
SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM
1st & 3rd Sundays, 11am; 5th Sunday, during 9.15am Mass.
Godparents are examples of faith to the child. They must be confirmed and
practising Catholics, at least sixteen years old. If there is at least one godparent, a non-Catholic may act as a Christian witness. Parents and godparents must attend a pre-baptismal instruction, held on the 2nd and 4th Sunday
of each month at 9.30am.
EXPOSITION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT
Every Saturday after 9am Mass until 10am; every Monday until 9am (Public
Holidays 10.15am).
EXPOSITION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT AND BENEDICTION
Every Thursday night 7.30pm-8.30pm for the needs of the Parish.
PARISH CHOIR — Practice Wednesday nights in the church, 7pm.
Enquiries: 4341 3367.
ST JOHN THE BAPTIST CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL,
21a Dulkara Rd South Woy Woy 2256. ph: 4341 0884 fax: 4344 5049.
ST JOHN THE BAPTIST YOUTH GROUP
For information and events contact Parish office 4341 1073.
CATHOLICCARE Marriage & Family Relationships.
Phone: 4356 2600
MARY MAC’S PLACE Volunteers provide nutritious, freshly cooked
meals and information and referrals to appropriate community services.
Open Monday to Friday, 11am-1pm, at the Ethel Cox Parish Centre. For
more information, please contact Christine on 4341 0584.
ST VINCENT de PAUL SOCIETY on the Peninsula assist and give a hand
up to people in need. W e have two Conferences with Volunteers sharing the
visiting or office work. We always welcome new Volunteers to our Conference. Please ring Ken 0400 335 351 or Joan 0422 272 339 .
CASH HOUSIE every Saturday night at Peninsula Community Centre, Cnr
Ocean Beach Rd & McMasters Rd, Woy Woy. Games start at
7.30pm and finish approx 10.20pm. Cash prizes. Ticket sales from 6pm.
Proceeds benefit Parish. Enquiries: Rob 0427 990 818.

Parish Priest:

Fr. Jack Robson.

Assistant Priests:

Fr. Timothy Raj. MSFS.
Fr. Philip Thottam. MSFS.

Office Staff:
Helen Cameron,
Raelene Spithill and Margaret Cooper.
Office Hours:
9.30am—4pm, Monday to Friday.
Deadline for The Voice:
3.30pm Wednesday.

