
Gospel Acclamation 
Alleluia, alleluia! Jesus Christ is the firstborn of the dead; glory and 
kingship be his for ever and ever. Alleluia!  

Billy Elliott was a boy brought up in a 
grimy, decaying, strife-torn mining town 
in the north of England. He discovered a 
passion for dancing and would tap dance 
through the alleyways surrounding the 
decrepit housing in which the families of 

miners lived. 

Eventually, (I can’t give you the whole 
wonderful film), he ended up at an 
interview at the Royal Ballet School in 
London. It went badly: he was unpolished 
and nervous. As he was leaving the room, 
one of the panellists asked: ‘What do you 

feel when you are dancing?’ 

‘I’ve got fire in my body! I’ve got fire in my 

body!’ 

And he got the scholarship. Why? 

I think because the panel realised that 
when he danced he became ‘fully alive’. 
His bodysoul life force was totally as one, 
utterly integrated, completely focused 

bodymindspirit. 

When Billy danced, everything that Billy 

was, was dancing. 

Really, that is what the Resurrection is all 
about. Our whole human personality will 
be dancing with Divine Fire coursing 

through our bodysoul.  

We have to break with the Greek idea 
that we are souls who are unfortunately 
imprisoned in a body for a time. Thomas 
Aquinas taught: ‘I am not my soul.’ I am 

an embodiedsoul or ensouledbody.  

In fact, bodymindspirit should be written 
like an email address: all one word, no 

gaps. 

When we are feeling well we instinctively 
know this: ‘I am my body.’ It is when we 
are ill, or carrying a painful injury, that a 
gap seems to open up between body and 

soul. We even change our language 

from ‘I am my body’ to ‘I have a body’.  

In today’s Gospel, which is hard to 
follow, a group of Jews called the 
Sadducees ridiculed the idea of life after 
death, let alone resurrection. They 
painted a ridiculous scenario about a 
woman with seven husbands (in 

succession).  

Jesus takes the opportunity to affirm that 
God knows and loves human beings 
beyond their apparent death. They will 
‘rise again’ as bodysouls, their being 

human enhanced beyond measure.   

We cannot imagine the how. 

We cannot imagine the whatness, as 

James Joyce would say. 

But, we do know that our resurrection 
will fulfil the promise heard at our 

baptism. 

At our baptism we experienced in the 
depths of our hearts the same words 
which Jesus heard in the depths of His 

heart at His baptism:  

‘You are my beloved child, my favour 

rests on you.’ 

At Baptism our bodysouls are adopted 
and adapted to receive the promise that 
we can share in the resurrection life of 
Our Lord Jesus Christ. We can share in 

Christ’s victory over death. 

You and I will be bodies transfigured, 

translucent to divine light and energy. 

You and I will be bodies which, like Billy 

Elliott’s,  

will dance with fire 

will dance with Divine fire 

will dance, enflamed with Divine Love. 

© Fr Michael Tate 
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PRAY FOR  

THE SOULS OF 

 

 Recently deceased: 

Bernadette Johnson, Miles Burns, 

Vincenzo Zappavigna. 

 

 Anniversaries:  

Carmel Stewart, Pat Hennessy, 

Val & Ellen Cubis, John Quinn,  

Kath Spears, Shirley Job,  

Patricia Cameron. 

 

 Remembrances:  

Mary and George Hilliard Brothers, 

Kevin Mills, Mills Family,  

Bernie Hanna, Leslie  Denning, 

Valerie Price. 

 

 And the sick:  

Maryanne Diorio, Alan Harland, 

John Allen, Audrey Barsendich, 

Keith Oakes, Margaret Thoms,  

Baby Winter, Helen McKeon, Margaret 

Jackson, Lorna Russom, 

Nicola (Nick) Bubici, Jason Wellin, 

Maureen Cowls, Sr. Margaret Wall rsj, 

Olive O’Brien and grandchild Sharon, 

Maureen Carlon, Keith Carlon, 

Kevin and Sheila Houghton, 

Elizabeth Anne Kenney, Irudaya Mary, 

Beryl Allen, Rene Glaze, Les Spiteri. 

Peter John Grima. 
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Mary Mac’s Cake Stall at 
Garage Sale: Mary Mac’s Place 
knows how wonderfully the Parish 
bakers bake and love to bake. If 
you are one of them, we are asking 
for your help in stocking our Cake 
Stall at Mary Mac’s Garage Sale 
12th November. Cakes can be 
dropped off at Mary Mac’s on 
Friday 11th or early Saturday 12th. 
Thank you in anticipation for you  
support. Mary Mac’s Fundraising 
Committee. 
 

Catechists’ State School 
Christmas Assemblies: 
Reminder: Please don’t forget to 
drop off pieces of fabric etc. for the 
children’s Christmas Assembly 
costumes this weekend. If anyone 
would like to lend a hand in 
creating the costumes and “farm 
animal” masks. Just pop your name 
and a contact number in the basket 
too. Bless you all!  
 

Of Grace and Faith Study 
Group meeting Thursday, 10th 
November, 11am. Leo Mahon 
room. 
 

Volunteer Church Cleaning 
11/11/16: Christine French, 
Christina Thorsen, Linda Potestas, 
Michael French. 

Par i sh Family Min istry 
Christmas Hampers. Over the 
past 10 years our Parish has been 
extremely generous to those in the 
community who may be widowed, 
single parents, disabled or in need. 
List of the various types of hampers 
will be on display next weekend. 
Single items can be left in the 
gathering area from next weekend. 
No c igaret tes ,  a lcohol  or 
perishables please. Hampers will be 
collected 10th/11th December. 
Note: This is a separate collection 
from St. Vincent de Paul’s Christmas 
collection. If you know of anyone in 
need of a hamper, Ph: Susie Casey 
0403 417 639. 
 

Live, Pray, Love Project: Save 
the date, Sunday 4th December. SJB 
Parish and School Picnic,11am-
4.30pm at SJB Primary school, 21A 
Dulkara Rd, Woy Woy South. BYO 
food and drinks. Ph: Gladys 0421 
312 362 if any queries. 
 

SVdP Christmas Cards are 
available in the piety stall for $5 for 
a pack of 10. Traditional & 
Australian bush design. 
 

Winner of Melbourne Cup 
Trifecta: Maurenn Mitchell. The 
Rosary makers would like to thank 
everyone for their support. 

help us to become more fully alive? 
A light supper will be served 
following the forum and a time for 
Q&A. Gold coin or other donation 
is requested to cover costs. RSVP 
b y  9 t h  N o v e m b e r  t o .  
parish secretary@stagatha.org.au  or 
phone 9484 1427 during office 
hours. More detail on notice 
board. 
 
W o r l d w i d e  M a r r i a g e 
Encounter Weekend is a 
Marriage Enrichment experience for 
married couples—set in a peaceful, 

Adult Faith Forum—Matters 
of Life and Death: Saturday, 12th 
November, 7.15-8.30pm (after Vigil 
Mass) at the Hall in the school 
grounds. St. Agatha’s Catholic 
Church, 20 Boundary Rd. Pennant 
Hills. (entry via Boundary or 
Trebor Rds.) 
What does the Church teach about 
death and eternal life? In death life 
is changed, not ended, for example. 
What are the elements of a ‘good 
death ’? 
Can reflecting on death and dying 

picturesque surroundings, away 
from the distractions of everyday 
life. During the weekend, couples 
have an unique opportunity to 
reconnect, rekindle and refresh 
their relationship. Take time out of 
your busy schedule, to invest in 
your most precious asset...your 
Marriage!18th-20th November, Mt. 
Carmel Retreat Centre, Varroville. 
Bookings online at  
nswbookings@wwme.org.au  or 
Bill and Ardell Sharpe on  
0 2  4 2 8 3  3 4 3 5  o r 
wsharpe@bigpond.net.au 

The Book of the Names of the 
Dead is in the church throughout 
November. You are invited to 
write the names of the faithful 
departed in it. The lamp will be lit 
at all Masses. 
 

Charitable Works Fund 
Appeal will be held at all Masses 
this weekend.  This is the second 
of 3 appeals for this fin. year. Our 
annual quota is $37 008 equating to 
$12 336 each appeal.  
 

Liturgy will be held  and prayers 
said Sunday, 13th November at 
3pm. at Wamberal Cemetery. 
Terrigal Parish invite families who 
have loved one’s or friends buried 
there to attend. 
 

Children’s Liturgy of the 
Word: Come and join us at 
9.15am Mass, St. John the Baptist 
Parish. Children ages 5-12 yrs. 
Operates most  2nd, 3rd, 4th 
Sundays of the month. Enquiries: 
Christine French 4342 4548. 
 

Children’s Liturgy Roster 
13/11/16: Geraldine Baxter, 
Joanna Baxter, Carol Yates.  
 

Morning Tea Roster 13/11/16: 
Parish Council. 
 

From the Diocese and beyond 

The Just Word 
10 November—World Science 

Day for Peace and 
Development: 

The World Science Day for Peace 
and Development is celebrated 
each  year  to reca l l  the 
commitment made at the 1999 
World Conference on Science in 
Budapest. The Conference was 
organised jointly by the United 
Nations Educational, Scientific and 
Cultural Organisation (UNESCO) 
and the International Council for 
Science. The purpose of this 
celebration is to renew the 
national international  commitment 
to science for peace and 
development and to stress the 
responsible use of science for the 
benefit of society. It also aims at 
raising public awareness of the 
importance of science and to 
bridge the gap between science 
and societies.                                  
In his Encyclical Laudato Si’, Pope 

Francis says that when science is 
well-directed it can ‘produce 
important means of improving the 
quality of human life’. 
It can also produce art and enable 
men and women immersed in the 
material world to ‘leap’ into the 
world of beauty. Who can deny 
the beauty of an aircraft or a 
skyscraper? Valuable works of art 
and music now make use of new 
technologies. So, in the beauty 
intended by the one who uses 
new technical instruments and in 
contemplation of such beauty, a 
quantum leap occurs, resulting in a 
fulfilment which is uniquely human. 
Yet it must also be recognised that 
nuclear energy, biotechnology, 
i n f o r m a t i o n  t e c h n o l o g y , 
knowledge of our own DNA, and 
many other abilities which we 
have acquired, have given us 
tremendous power .  More 
precisely, they have given those 

with the knowledge and especially 
the economic resources to use them, 
an impressive dominance over the 
whole of humanity and the entire 
world. Never has humanity had such 
power over itself, yet nothing 
ensures that it will be used wisely, 
particularly when we consider how it 
is currently being used. We need but 
think of the nuclear bombs dropped 
in the middle of the twentieth 
century, or the array of technology 
which Nazism, Communism and 
other totalitarian regimes have 
employed to kill millions of people, to 
say nothing of the increasingly deadly 
arsenal of weapons available for 
modern warfare. In whose hands 
does all this power lie, or will it 
eventually end up? It is extremely 
risky for a small part of humanity to 
have it. 
 

Pope Francis, Encyclical Laudato Si’. 
#103-104. 
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Several years ago, I attended a concert by a 

renowned Gregorian chant choir from 

Portland, Oregon. The event was held in the 

resonant chapel at Mount Angel Seminary, and 

a concert highlight was the performance of the 

entire Requiem Mass. I closed my eyes at the 

first intonation of “Requiem aeternam” and 

revelled in music I had not heard since 

childhood. Memories flooded back to me of 

funeral Masses I had served as an altar boy. The 

priest wore black vestments; six large candles 

encircled the coffin; and it seemed like incense 

was used throughout the entire liturgy. I 

listened attentively as the choir began the 

Sequence, composed in the 13th century: 

1.Dies irae, dies illa, 
Solvet saeclum in favilla … 

 

One does not need to understand Latin to be 

affected by this ancient hymn, whose mournful 

melody droned on and on as a Sequence does. 

But the English translation reveals the medieval 

theology from which it was drawn: 

1. The day of wrath, that day 

will dissolve the world in ashes 

… 

2. O what fear man’s bosom rendeth 

When from heaven the Judge desendeth, 

On whose sentence all dependeth. 

The fear of death and God’s wrath were part of 

the spirituality of the Middle Ages, but the 

Second Vatican Council sought to bring the 

church into the modern era. On August 15, 

1969, the Sacred Congregation for Divine 

Worship issued a decree on the reform of the 

rite of funerals. The introduction to The Order for 

Funerals helps us to understand the reform’s 

intent: 

In the funeral rites the Church celebrates the 
Paschal mystery of Christ. Those who in Baptism 

have become one with the dead and risen Christ 
… will pass with him from death to life, to be 
purified in soul and welcomed into the fellowship 
of the saints in heaven. They look forward in 

blessed hope to his second coming and the 

bodily resurrection of the dead. (1) 

The decree was welcome news. The black 

vestments gave way to white, and the Easter 

candle stood prominently with the coffin as a 

symbol of hope. “Dies irae” was suppressed and, 

in the new era of the folk Mass, new music 

emerged. Ray Repp composed his most popular 

song, “I Am the Resurrection,” for the funeral of 

a friend who had given his life as an American 

soldier on the battlefield of Vietnam. 

As was usual during this time of postconciliar 

transition, general decrees did not come with 

detailed guidelines. I remember playing secular 

songs at funeral liturgies simply because of 

family requests. I am embarrassed to admit that 

I have performed Frank Sinatra’s “My Way,” 

the Michigan State Fight Song, and even “Take 

Me Out to the Ballgame” at funeral Masses. 

How far the pendulum swung from “Dies irae”! 

Of course, I was a young musician for hire and 

did as I was told. I’m sure the pastoral staffs 

were sincerely trying to reach out to mourning 

families, as these songs had meant something 

to the deceased. But we understand now that 

music at funeral liturgies does not celebrate the 

secular but ideally helps mourners encounter 

the risen Christ. In 1989, the Order of Christian 

Funerals addressed this concern: 

Music is integral to the funeral rites. It allows the 
community to express convictions and feelings 
that words alone may fail to convey. … The 

texts of the songs … should express the paschal 
mystery of the Lord’s suffering, death, and 
triumph over death and should be related to the 

readings from Scripture. (30) 

Realising the funeral of a loved one may be the 

first time a family has come back to church in 

several years, we have to be compassionate. 

Most people don’t read liturgical guidelines, so it 

is up to the pastoral staff to give instruction, 

through workshops and on the parish website, 

well before the time of need arises. Many 

parishioners are unaware of their options in the 

vigil service, which allows for eulogies and 

stories within a prayerful context. These may 

also be shared at a post-liturgy reception, which 

is a more appropriate venue for playing the 

person’s favourite secular music. 

The community dimension of the funeral liturgy 

may also be foreign to those assembled. Many 

cantors know the experience of raising a hand to 

encourage singing, only to be greeted by blank 

stares and silence. During a funeral, family and 

friends might be too distraught to even attempt 

singing. A simple solution that I have used 

successfully is the formation of a Resurrection 

Choir, made up of volunteers from across all the 

choirs in our parish. Most members are retired 

and happy to be “on call” for funerals as the 

need arises. Their music ministry is affirming to 

mourning families, who are truly touched by 

having a group of parishioners support them. 

The Requiem Mass showcased a musical tension 

between minor and major modes that was 

serenely resolved by the closing antiphon, “In 

paradisum.” I believe it still captures the heart of 

Christian hope as celebrated in the funeral 

liturgy. 

May the choir of angels welcome you … 

May you have everlasting rest. ML 

Ken Canedo is a composer and writer who serves as 
pastoral musician at Holy Trinity Parish in Beaverton, 
Ore. He is the author of Keep the Fire Burning: The 
Folk Mass Revolution (Pastoral Press). From Ministry & 
Liturgy, copyright © Resource Publications, Inc. All rights 
reserved. Reprinted with permission under licence number 
115216.  
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In today’s second 
reading, St. Paul prays 
that the Thessalonians 
may be strengthened “in 
every 
good deed and word.” 
May we, too, be 
strengthened and 
empowered to use our 
time and talents for the 
good of others. 

See 2 Thessalonians 2:17 



Jesus' encounter with the Sadducees in today’s Gospel is one of 

many episodes in which his opponents try to trip him up. Because 

they accept only the Torah as inspired Scripture, and because 

there is no mention of resurrection in the Torah, the Sadducees 

reject belief in the resurrection, a belief held by the Pharisees and 

Jesus. Jesus' response to their question indicates that life on earth 

and life in heaven are different. Quoting the Torah, he reminds 

them that God identified himself to Moses as the “God of 

Abraham” (v 37), indicating that Abraham is still alive, for God “is 

not God of the dead, but of the living” (v 38). 

For reflection: Have I experienced God’s strengthening grace at 

moments in my life? What difference does belief in eternal life 

make to the way I live? 

Bruce Janiga, a priest of the Archdiocese of Newark, N.J., teaches Scripture 
studies at Seton Hall Prep in West Orange, N.J. From Ministry & Liturgy, 
copyright © Resource Publications, Inc. All rights reserved. Reprinted with 
permission under licence number 115216.  

The martyrdom of the mother and her seven sons in the Book of 

Maccabees serves as an example of heroic fidelity to God’s laws; it 

also gives us insight into the developing belief in life after death in 

biblical Judaism. Living in a time of oppression, this family 

undergoes torture rather than breaking God’s law. Their refusal 

to submit so enrages the king that he orders them to be burned 

to death (v 5, not included in today’s reading). They die the death 

of martyrs, “with the hope that God gives of being raised up by 

him” (v 14). 

In 2 Thessalonians, we hear a prayer that God will “encourage 

your hearts and strengthen them” (2:17). This encouragement is 

important because the Christians live in a world where “not all 

have faith” (3:2), and there is a danger that they will fall away from 

the faith. The author’s sense of urgency here indicates an 

expectation of Jesus' second coming in the near future. In light of 

this, the Thessalonians need to distinguish themselves from the 

“perverse and wicked people” (3:2) among whom they live so that 

they will share in Christ’s glory. 

32nd Sunday in Ordinary Time,  November 6  © Bruce Janiga 
2 Mc 7:1–2, 9–14   /   Ps 17:1, 5–6, 8, 15   /   2 Thes 2:16—3:5   /   Lk 20:27–38 or 20:27, 34–38 

Catholic Parish of  

Woy Woy Peninsula 
  

  Woy Woy, Woy Woy South, 

  Umina, Umina Beach,  

  Ettalong, Ettalong Beach,  

  Koolewong, Blackwall,  

  Booker Bay, Pearl Beach,  

  St Hubert’s Island,  

  Empire Bay, Horsfield Bay, 

Patonga, Woy Woy Bay, Daley’s Point, 

Phegan’s Bay and Wondabyne. 

  

St John the Baptist Church,  

(Corner) Blackwall & Victoria Rds, Woy Woy 

  

Parish Office         Ethel Cox Parish Centre 

PO Box 264      Walter Baker Hall 

54 Victoria Road       100 Blackwall Rd 

WOY WOY NSW 2256      Woy Woy 

  
Phone: (02) 4341 1073 Fax: (02) 4341 0214 
Email: parish@woywoycatholic.org.au 
Website: www.woywoycatholic.org.au 

  

“He must increase, I must decrease” 

  

Parish Priest:   Fr. Jack Robson.  

Assistant Priests: Fr. Timothy Raj. MSFS. 

 Fr. Philip Thottam. MSFS. 
  

Office Staff:   Helen Cameron,  

Raelene Spithill and Margaret Cooper. 
  

Office Hours:  

9.30am—4pm, Monday to Friday. 
  

SUNDAY MASS TIMES  

Vigil Saturday 5pm; Sunday 7.30am, 9.15am, 6pm. 
 

WEEKDAY MASS TIMES 

Monday-Friday 7.45am (Monday & Tuesday with Lauds); Saturday and 

Public Holidays 9am;  First Friday 4pm (with Anointing of the Sick). 
 

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE 

Friday after morning Mass; First Friday, 3.30pm; Saturday 11.30am; & 

4.30pm; Sunday 7am. 
 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM  

1st & 3rd Sundays, 11am; 5th Sunday, during 9.15am Mass. 

Godparents are examples of faith to the child.  They must be confirmed and 

practising Catholics, at least sixteen years old.  If there is at least one god-

parent, a non-Catholic may act as a Christian witness.  Parents and godpar-

ents must attend a pre-baptismal instruction, held on the 2nd and 4th Sunday 

of each month at 9.30am. 
 

EXPOSITION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT 

Every Saturday after 9am Mass until 10am; every Monday until 9am (Public 

Holidays 10.15am).  

EXPOSITION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT 

Every Thursday 7.30pm-8.30pm for the needs of the Parish. 
 

PARISH CHOIR — Practice Wednesday nights in the church, 7pm. 

Enquiries: 4341 3367. 
 

ST JOHN THE BAPTIST CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL,  

21a Dulkara Rd South Woy Woy 2256. ph:  4341 0884 fax:  4344 5049. 
 

ST JOHN THE BAPTIST YOUTH GROUP  

For information and events contact Parish office 4341 1073. 
 

CATHOLICCARE Marriage & Family  Relationships.  
Phone:  4356 2600 
 

MARY MAC’S PLACE  Volunteers provide nutritious, freshly cooked 

meals and information and referrals to appropriate community services.  

Open Monday to Friday, 11am-1pm, at the Ethel Cox Parish Centre.  For 

more information, please contact Christine on 4341 0584. 

ST VINCENT de PAUL SOCIETY on the Peninsula assist and give a hand 

up to people in need. W e have two Conferences with Volunteers sharing the 

visiting or office work.  We always welcome new Volunteers to our Confer-

ence. Please ring Ken 0400 335 351 or Joan 0422 272 339. 
 

CASH HOUSIE every Saturday night at Peninsula Community Centre, Cnr 

Ocean Beach Rd & McMasters Rd, Woy Woy.  Games start at  


