
Gospel Acclamation 
Alleluia, alleluia! God was in Christ, to reconcile the world to himself; 
and the Good News of reconciliation he has entrusted to us. Alleluia!  

These little parables were told by Jesus in 
answer to the complaint of the Pharisees 

that he ‘welcomes sinners and eats meals 
with them’. Let’s face it, it was a radical 
thing for Jesus to act this way. After all, 
sinners should be shunned, for fear of 
contamination. 

Jesus simply answers that, as with a lost 
sheep with a shepherd, or a lost coin for a 
housewife, sinners are precious to him 
and worth seeking out. 

Who are the ones he seeks out?  

“Sinners”. Who are sinners? 

If we think of sinners as those who 
deliberately break some moral rule then 

we are not really on Jesus’ wavelength. 

Of course, one way of looking at sin and 
sinners is to look at the rules. 

I was a member of the Parole Board for 
some years and I dealt with prisoners 
convicted of breaking the rules of the 
Criminal Code, and I lecture on violations 
of the rules of warfare, such as the 
deliberate massacre of innocent civilians 
to advance some military cause. 

Yes, some sinners are rather easily able to 
be seen in the rule-breaking stereotype. It 
seems to be deep in the Christian psyche 
that one’s moral status is determined by 
whether one keeps the rules or breaks 
the rules. But that is not how Jesus 
thought. 

The word used for sin in the Gospels is 
‘hamartia’. 

It comes from the world of archery and 
refers to an arrow falling short of the 
mark, an arrow which flies off target. 

The target for human beings is sharing in 
the life of God, ultimately with our 
transformed bodies pulsing with divine 
life and energy. 

We might call that the long range target. 
But we are constantly presented with 

nearer-range targets such as opportunities 
for generosity, compassion, acts of justice, 

unselfish love, courage in the face of 
adversity. 

The centre, the bulls-eye, of such close 
range targets is perfectly aligned with the 
centre of the long-range target, so that in 
centring on what is immediately presented 
to us we are in fact centring on the 
ultimate target. 

Most of us, a fair bit of the time when 
presented with a real-life situation, fall 
short of the mark. We shoot astray. We are 
off-target. 

This is usually through negligence, 

laziness, failing to discipline or train 
ourselves. 

But, occasionally, we can deliberately and 
maliciously fire the arrow into the ground. 
This is deliberate mortal sin which can 
destroy our relationship with God and we 
need the forgiveness and hospitality of 
God to encourage us to aim better.  

That is why the Jesus of the Gospels 
invited people who were sinners to share 
in a meal with Him. He wanted them to be 
close to Him so that he could encourage 
them to become the archers they were are 

able to be. 

He still issues that invitation. He invites us 
to share in the Mass which has many 
dimensions, but one of which is clearly a 
sacred meal in which He shares His 
presence under the appearance of bread 
and wine. 

Another aspect is to realise that the Mass is 
a re-enactment of Jesus Christ’s expert 
drawing of the bow, letting fly and 
perfectly hitting the mark in his life, death, 
resurrection and ascension to heavenly 
glory. 

Each Mass brings us closer to that target of 
heavenly glory. 
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OF YOUR CHARITY  

PRAY FOR  

THE SOULS OF 

 Recently deceased: 
Michael Chifley, Josip Dobos, 
Jim Dwyer, Barry Gobbe. 
 

 Anniversaries:  
Louise Panos, John Gatt, 
Tirso Carpio, Matilde Carpio,  
Renato Carpio, Angelita Carpio, 
Leonard Owen. 
 

 Remembrances:  
Mary and George Hilliard, 
Hilliard Brothers, Kevin Mills,  
Mills Family, Bernie Hanna, 
Leslie Denning, Valerie Price, 
Walter and Lily Mortimore and  their 
sons and daughters, Frank Justic, 
Marion and Alfred Johnston,  
Renato, Paz, Constancio Soriano, Sook 
Be, Kai Tai and David Cang, Snr. 
Robert Brewington, Juliet Hutton, 
Jessie Cuenonimo, Toni Townsend, 
Juanita Rose. 
 

 And the sick:  
Rene Glase, Beryl Allen, 
Peter John Grima, Jack Moulds, 
Tracie Passlow, Rosemary Anderson, 
Bruce Spence, Maryanne Diorio,  
John Allen, Coral Williams,  
Tony Schumacher, Bryan Moroney, 
Irene Beck, Alan Harland, 
Keith Oakes, Heather Joyce, 
Vince Zappavigna, Don Boland, 
Albie Curtis, Celeste Boonaerts, 
Louise Dunn, Jannelle Dawson, 
Nola Davies, Margaret Thoms, 
Baby Winter, Ian Wilks,  
Audrey Barsendich, Helen McKeon, 
Frank Schmidt, Nicola (Nick) Bubici, 
Lorna Russom, Margaret Jackson, 
Maureen Cowls, Jason Wellin, 
Olive O’Brien and grandchild Sharon.  
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2016 eConference: Mercy. A 
way of being in the world will 
commemorate the Jubilee Year of 
Mercy and take up Pope Francis’ 
invitation to explore this central 
element  of our faith. This 
eConference will be steamed live 
over the internet in the Leo 
Mahon room. Tuesday, 20th 
September 10.30am-2.45pm. Full 
details of each  of the 5 sessions 
available with the list for catering 
purposes in the gathering area. 
 

Amoris Laetitia “The Joy of 
Love”: Resulting from two 
Synods on the Family in ‘14 and 
‘15, Pope Francis’ most recent 
apostolic exhortation Amoris 
Laetitia was much anticipated. A 
lengthy document, it speaks to the 
joy of marriage and family life, as 
well as recognising the lived 
experiences and challenges that 
families face. To break open this 
document, Pina Bernard from the 
Catholic Life & Faith Formation 
Team of the Off ice for 
Evangelisation will speak at 7:30am 
& 9:15am Masses, Sunday 30 

October 2016,  To read the 
document in preparation, a link 
can be found at www.dbb.org.au  

Strengths Finder Course: 
Do you feel like a square peg 
trying to fit into  round hole? 
Are you at a cross roads in life – 
transitioning to retirement, 
contemplating a career change, 
needing to get out of a rut? 
Then the Strengths Finder course 
might be just what you need. 
Two groups will be meeting during 
Term 4, one on Tuesdays 10.30am
-12noon in the Leo Mahon Room 
beginning 11 Oct 2016; the other 
on Saturdays 10.30am-12noon at 
the same place beginning 15 Oct 
2016. Each group will have a 
maximum of 12 participants, with 
1 facilitator. 
C o s t  $ 3 0  ( b o o k  a n d 
photocopying). Bring a laptop/ 
tablet with 3G/4G connectivity. 
Register by 22 Sep with the Parish 
Office  ph: 4341 1073 or  
parish@woywoycatholic.org.au  
 

Columban Calendars 2017. $9 
each now available in the Piety 
Stall. 

A Worldwide Marriage 
Encounter Weekend is a 
Marriage Enrichment experience 
for married couples—set in 
p e a c e f u l ,  p i c t u r e s q u e 
surroundings, away from the 
distractions of everyday life. 
Weekend 23-25 September at Mt. 
Carmel Retreat Centre, Varroville. 
Bookings online  
nswbookings@wwme.org.au or 
Bill and Ardell Sharpe on 02 4283 
3435 or wsharpe@bigpond.net.au 
 

Pastoral Associate Position: 
Holy Cross Parish Kincumber is 
looking to employ a person part 
time for a new pastoral associate 
role as the New Parishioner 
Engagement Coordinator. This 
person will work with Fr Jim 
McKeon and the parish team to: 
oversee an enhanced infant 
baptism program with emphasis 
on welcome and evangelisation, 

Social Justice Sunday: We 
celebrate Social Justice Sunday 
on 25th September. This year, 
the Australian Bishops’ Social 
Justice Statement is titled: ‘A 
Place at the Table: Social Justice 
in an ageing society’.  
The Statement celebrates the 
value and dignity of older people 
in Australian life. It challenges us 
to recognise their significant 
contribution to society and 
e m p h a s i s e s  t h a t  t h i s 
contribution should not be 
valued in mere economic terms. 
The Statement  calls for justice 
for those who are most 
vulnerable and warns about a 
view of older people as 
burdensome or dispensable. 
For further details about the 
Social Justice Statement, visit the 
Australian Catholic Social Justice 
C o u n c i l  w e b s i t e
(www.socialjustice.catholic.org.a
u) or call (02) 8306 35499 

welcome new parishioners, develop 
welcoming materials and information, 
engage with new parents at Holy 
Cross School, and a range of other 
ministry activities. The successful 
applicant will have a personal 
Catholic faith and ability to articulate 
personal Christian discipleship, an 
understanding of young families, an 
understanding of processes of faith 
development and evangelisation, and 
relevant experience, theological or 
pastoral qualifications or the 
willingness to attain them. The 
position is permanent part time for 
16-20 hours a week, with flexible, 
family-friendly hours but requiring 
some weekend and after hours work. 
Pay is according to CCER’s pastoral 
associate rates, commensurate with 
qualif ications and experience. 
Contact the parish office on 4369 
1211 or kinpar@hotkey.net.au for a 
full position description. Applications 
close October 5th.  

Sympathy: Our prayerful 
condolences to family, relatives 
and friends of Michael Chifley who 
was buried from our church the 
past week. 
 

Baptism: We welcome into our 
Faith community and pray for 
Jessica Patrick who was baptised 
last Sunday. 
 

Children’s Liturgy Roster 
18 /9 /16 :  Brenda  Sweet , 
Frances Giunta, Isaak Giunta. 
 

Volunteer Church Cleaning 
Roster 16/9/16: Bill Cantley,   
Kathleen Cullen, Christina 
Thorson, Mary McCumstie. 
 

Fathers Day Raffle raised $1540 
of valuable funds to keep the 
Parish Bus running.  Thanks and 
appreciation to Mary Scarfe for 
her efforts, dedication & honesty. 
P r i z e  w i n n e r s  w e r e 
1st-G.Gibson, 3rd-E.Finlayson, 
4th-R.Stevens, 5th-V.Borton. The 
2nd prize was won by “Violetta”—
Violetta, please call the Parish 
Office as we’ve been unable to 
contact you as the phone number 
written on the ticket is missing a 
digit! 

From the Diocese and beyond 

The Just Word 
10 September World 

Suicide Prevention Day: 
World Suicide Prevention Day 
is observed on 10 September 
each year. Its  aims are to: 

 Raise awareness that suicide is 
preventable 

 Improve education about 
suicide 

 Spread information about 
suicide awareness 

 Decrease s t igmat isat ion 
regarding suicide  

According to the World Health 
Organisation, about one million 

people die by suicide each year, or 
nearly 3000 people on average 
every day. There is a strong 
evidence that adequate prevention 
can reduce suicide rates. 
Suicide Prevention Australia (SPA) 
is an organisation devoted to the 
reduction of suicide in Australia. 
If you, or someone close to you, 
are felling distressed, troubled or in 
danger, remember that you are not 
alone. For help and advice, you can 
call: 

 Lifeline: 13 11 14 

 Suicide Call Back Service: 1300 
659 467 

 Kids Helpline: 1800 55 1800 

 MensLine Australia: 1300 78 99 78 
These organisations can also help 
with grief and stress is you have lost 
someone close to you. 
For more information, see Suicide 
Prevention Australia: 
http://wspd.prg.au 
 
*Statistics show that more young 
men returning from war in 
Afghanistan are committing suicide 
than are killed in the war. 
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24th Sunday in Ordinary Time, 

September 11  

Ex 32:7–11, 13–14 

Ps 50:3–4, 12–13, 17, 19.  R. Lk 15:18 

1 Tm 1:12–17 

Lk 15:1–32 or 15:1–10 

Luke’s three parables in chapter 15 need to be 

understood in context. He tells us that Jesus 

was being surrounded by “tax collectors and 

sinners,” and the “Pharisees and scribes began 

to complain” (vv 1–2) because Jesus was 

associating with those they considered to be 

the wrong kind of people: sinners. They 

obviously don’t understand Jesus' motives in 

reaching out to these people. They are too 

concerned with preserving their own sanctity 

to be worried about reaching out to those who 

have lost their way. But Jesus' mission is to 

reconcile humanity with God. Luke’s Gospel in 

particular highlights this aspect of Jesus' 

mission. All three of today’s parables relay this 

message. 

In the text from Exodus today, we hear that 

while Moses is still on Mount Sinai with the 

Lord receiving further commandments, the 

people are already disobeying by worshiping a 

golden calf. They have quickly “turned aside 

from the way I pointed out to them” (v 8) and 

so deserve punishment. But when Moses 

reminds the Lord of the covenant made with 

their ancestors, God relents. The passage 

shows us that God’s mercy is greater than our 

sins; God’s love brings forgiveness and life. 

We are again reminded of God’s great mercy 

in today’s second reading. Our writer, possibly 

Paul or one of his disciples, acknowledges that 

“the grace of our Lord has been abundant” (v 

14). We stand under judgment, but “Christ 

Jesus came into the world to save sinners” (v 

15). Our salvation is not based on our 

worthiness but on God’s love; grace is a gift, 

not something we earn. As the Israelites in the 

wilderness learned, God chooses to forgive us 

not because of who we are but because of who 

God is. 

For reflection: What is my attitude toward 

the “tax collectors and sinners” in our world 

today? How does having been forgiven affect 

my attitude toward others who sin? 

 

 

25th Sunday in Ordinary Time, 

September 18  

Am 8:4–7 

Ps 112:1–2, 4–8 R. see vv.1. 7 

1 Tm 2:1–8 

Lk 16:1–13 or 16:10–13 

Amos, a prophet of the northern kingdom in 

the eighth century BC, speaks words of 

judgment against those who “trample upon the 

needy” (v 4). He is one of the strongest 

prophets to denounce injustice. The people 

could hardly wait for the holy days to “be over 

… that we may sell our grain” and fix the 

weights and measures “for cheating” (v 5). 

Though Israel is waiting for the “Day of the 

Lord,” Amos tells them that it will be a day of 

judgment and justice, not a day of joy, for God 

will punish them for their sins. 

The writer of First Timothy asks us to pray 

“for everyone” (v 1), for “this is good and 

pleasing to God our saviour, / who wills 

everyone to be saved” (vv 3–4). By praying “for 

kings and for all in authority” (v 2), we do 

God’s will; when we pray for them, we cannot 

help but think of them in a different light. The 

understanding in early Christianity was that 

they should live as good citizens — an 

extension of rules for conduct within a 

household. As all people are children of God, 

we are united as one family, and so we should 

live “in all devotion and dignity” (v 2). 

In a careful reading of today’s Gospel, we see 

that the “dishonest steward” was commended 

not for his dishonesty but “for acting 

prudently” (v 8). The steward acts sensibly to 

secure his future. By lowering the amount each 

debtor owes his master, he gains favour with 

the debtors. In Jesus' comments following the 

parable, we hear him calling the disciples to 

have a similar sense. “The children of this 

world / are more prudent in dealing with their 

own generation / than are the children of the 

light” (referring to the Christians) (v 9). This 

parable, addressed specifically to “his 

disciples” (v 1), teaches us that while we are 

citizens of heaven, we still have to deal with 

the realities of this world, and we should do 

this with the good sense of the steward. 

For reflection: What is my attitude toward 

the poor? Do I support a system that tramples 

on them or assists them? 

Scripture Readings 
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11th September 2016 

We can hear God 
speaking to us today in 
the words of the father to 
his elder son: “You are 
with me always, and 
everything I have is 
yours.” What is my 
response to such 
remarkable generosity? 
Do I give joyfully and 
generously as God gives 
to me? 

See Luke 15:31 

Bruce Janiga, a priest of the Archdiocese of Newark, N.J., teaches Scripture studies at Seton Hall Prep 
in West Orange, N.J. . From Ministry & Liturgy, copyright © Resource Publications, Inc. All rights 
reserved. Reprinted with permission under licence number 115216.  



The God who spoke to Moses is pained by the depravity of the people 
yet moved to show them mercy.  Who could ever have imagined such a 
God?   

The God depicted in the gospel actually searches for what is lost.  He 
seems to abandon the safe ones for the sake of the one who has 
strayed.   

She goes to great lengths to find one coin.   

As a spurned yet loving father, God patiently waits until we come to 
our senses.  Who could ever have conceived of such a God?   

Our God seems consumed with an insatiable desire to re-establish a 
relationship with us after we have turned our backs on God, have 
chosen to commit our loyalties elsewhere, have thoughtlessly 
wandered off into danger that threatens our well being, not God’s.   

What is it about us that makes us so desirable?   

The answer has less to do with us than with the magnanimous 
character of God.  It is almost as if unconditional love is not simply a 
characteristic of God, but God’s very essence and no human frailty or 
depravity can change this. 

Paul insists that it is through Christ that all of this is accomplished.  It is 
through the sacrifice of Christ that the depraved are forgiven, that 
sinners are saved, that the lost are found.  It is through Christ that we 
are sought by God, and Christ is the very gift of mercy, the forgiveness 
of our sins, the celebration of our return.   

Reflection © Dianne Bergant CSS 

Catholic Parish of  

Woy Woy Peninsula 
  

  Woy Woy, Woy Woy South, 

  Umina, Umina Beach,  

  Ettalong, Ettalong Beach,  

  Koolewong, Blackwall,  

  Booker Bay, Pearl Beach,  

  St Hubert’s Island,  

  Empire Bay, Horsfield Bay, 

Patonga, Woy Woy Bay, Daley’s Point, 

Phegan’s Bay and Wondabyne. 

  

St John the Baptist Church,  

(Corner) Blackwall & Victoria Rds, Woy Woy 

  

Parish Office         Ethel Cox Parish Centre 

PO Box 264      Walter Baker Hall 

54 Victoria Road       100 Blackwall Rd 

WOY WOY NSW 2256      Woy Woy 

  
Phone: (02) 4341 1073 Fax: (02) 4341 0214 
Email: parish@woywoycatholic.org.au 
Website: www.woywoycatholic.org.au 

  

“He must increase, I must decrease” 

  

Parish Priest:   Fr. Jack Robson.  

Assistant Priests: Fr. Timothy Raj. MSFS. 

 Fr. Philip Thottam. MSFS. 
  

Office Staff:   Helen Cameron,  

Raelene Spithill and Margaret Cooper. 
  

Office Hours:  

9.30am—4pm, Monday to Friday. 
  

SUNDAY MASS TIMES  

Vigil Saturday 5pm; Sunday 7.30am, 9.15am, 6pm. 
 

WEEKDAY MASS TIMES 

Monday-Friday 7.45am (Monday & Tuesday with Lauds); Saturday and 

Public Holidays 9am;  First Friday 4pm (with Anointing of the Sick). 
 

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE 

Friday after morning Mass; First Friday, 3.30pm; Saturday 11.30am; & 

4.30pm; Sunday 7am. 
 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM  

1st & 3rd Sundays, 11am; 5th Sunday, during 9.15am Mass. 

Godparents are examples of faith to the child.  They must be confirmed and 

practising Catholics, at least sixteen years old.  If there is at least one god-

parent, a non-Catholic may act as a Christian witness.  Parents and godpar-

ents must attend a pre-baptismal instruction, held on the 2nd and 4th Sunday 

of each month at 9.30am. 
 

EXPOSITION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT 

Every Saturday after 9am Mass until 10am; every Monday until 9am (Public 

Holidays 10.15am). 

EXPOSITION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT 

Every Thursday 7.30pm-8.30pm for the needs of the Parish. 
 

PARISH CHOIR — Practice Wednesday nights in the church, 7pm. 

Enquiries: 4341 3367. 
 

ST JOHN THE BAPTIST CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL,  

21a Dulkara Rd South Woy Woy 2256. ph:  4341 0884 fax:  4344 5049. 
 

ST JOHN THE BAPTIST YOUTH GROUP  

For information and events contact Parish office 4341 1073. 
 

CATHOLICCARE Marriage & Family  Relationships.  
Phone:  4356 2600 
 

MARY MAC’S PLACE  Volunteers provide nutritious, freshly cooked 

meals and information and referrals to appropriate community services.  

Open Monday to Friday, 11am-1pm, at the Ethel Cox Parish Centre.  For 

more information, please contact Christine on 4341 0584. 

ST VINCENT de PAUL SOCIETY on the Peninsula assist and give a hand 

up to people in need. W e have two Conferences with Volunteers sharing the 

visiting or office work.  We always welcome new Volunteers to our Confer-

ence. Please ring Ken 0400 335 351 or Joan 0422 272 339. 
 

CASH HOUSIE every Saturday night at Peninsula Community Centre, Cnr 

Ocean Beach Rd & McMasters Rd, Woy Woy.  Games start at  

7.30pm and finish approx 10.20pm. Cash prizes. Ticket sales from 6pm. 

Please pray for Catechists.... 
 

A Prayer for Teachers 

 

Lord, bless the teachers who give their heart to 

teaching.  Thank you for the special gift that You 

have given them and for giving them a spirit of 

grace and compassion.  May they have strength and 

endurance to perform their many tasks, and may 

they know and feel the deep gratitude of those 

whom they teach. 

Amen. 


