
Gospel Acclamation 
Alleluia, alleluia! Take my yoke upon you; learn from me, for I am 
gentle and lowly in heart. Alleluia!  

One of the most basic human responses 
to anything new is to ask, ‘What's in it for 
me?’ We would like to think our motives 
are pure and our interests are for others, 
but there is often a nagging voice 
reminding us that selfish desires are 
never far from the surface. That said, we 
all know heroic individuals who care for 
sick spouses or children, who go to 
faraway places to give those in need 
their time and talent or who stay at 
home and do the same in their local 
neighbourhood. That's what makes them 
heroic. There is nothing in it for them; 
they are drawn by bonds of love, faith or 

by a desire to create a better world. 

There are at least two ways we can hear 
Jesus' words in today's gospel. The first is 

as a strong challenge about social justice.  

National boundaries mean nothing to 
God. All people are equal in God's sight, 
so the banquet Jesus refers to has 
implications for how we share the riches 
with which we have been blessed with 
others in the world. The poor, crippled, 
lame and blind of our world are the 
majority of God's children who mainly 
live in the Third World. They are our 
brothers and sisters. At the banquet of 
life Christians are called to give priority to 
the needs of these people, not only 
because they have a just claim on our 
resources, but also because they can't do 
anything for us in return. They purify our 
motives. When we link our concern, time, 
talent, career, and money with these 
children of God, we tame that nagging 
question, ‘What's in it for me?’ with a firm 

reply, ‘Very little – except God's justice.’  

A somewhat comforting angle to take on 
this gospel is more psychological. Many 
of us, when we come to God at any time, 

try to dress ourselves up to look better 
than we are! This gospel reminds us that 
at Christ's banquet, however, it's not the 
poised and perfect who are most 
welcome, but the vulnerable. What does 
this mean for us who pray and celebrate 
the Eucharist? That God embraces those 
parts of us that are in greatest need of his 
love and healing – where we are poor, 

crippled, blind and lame.  

We know this is true because if Jesus is 
telling us to host the poor and broken at 
our tables, then as the perfect host he 
must do exactly the same with us at this 

Eucharistic meal as well.  

When I was a child we referred to our 
finest clothes as our ‘Sunday best’ and 
we wore them proudly to Mass. Not only 
did we look good, we acted the part as 
well. Everyone was on best behaviour for 
the entire parish to see. Now, I have 
nothing against dressing with care and 
behaving well at Mass; it can be a sign of 
our self-respect, our courtesy toward 
others and our devotion to God. But God 
cares more about what's going on inside 
us. We can never hide from God, 
especially at the Eucharist because we 
have been invited to be here, not as we 

would like to be, but as we are. 

May this Eucharist – this taste of heaven's 
justice – give us renewed courage to 
think beyond our self and national 
interests, and show to others the 
hospitality of God that has been lavished 
on us. May we discover that where faith 
is concerned, the answer to ‘What's in it 
for me?’ is ‘More than we can ever hope 

or imagine.’  

                                   © Richard Leonard SJ 
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 Recently deceased: 

Sr. Norah Creigh, RSJ,  

Margaret Bagnell, Lorna Rimmer. 

 

 Anniversaries:  

Marjorie Goodacre, Colin O’Reilly, 

Tom Smith, Mossie Lumsden. 

 

 And the sick:  

 

Rene Glase, Beryl Allen, 

Peter John Grima, Jack Moulds, 

Tracie Passlow, Cheryl Douglas, 

Rosemary Anderson, Bruce Spence, 

Maryanne Diorio, John Allen, 
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Trivia Night for Mary Mac’s 
Place, Patonga Beach Hotel, 
Saturday, 10th September 7pm. 
Quiz Master Brad Storey from 
ABC 92.5, Tickets $35 include 
wood fired Pizza Dinner from ‘A 
Piazza Italia’ and entry plus huge 
range of Prizes, Silent auctions, 
activities and Big Yellow Moon 
Band. 
 

Bus Trip to Nelson Bay, 
Wednesday 7th September. 
Contact Susie Casey 0403 417 639 
for all enquiries, payments and 
reservations. 
 

Bus Trip—Gathering of the 
Clans Saturday 3rd September. 
Bus will leave the church 8.15am 
for a full day of Scottish fun. Cost: 
$5 per person (pay on the day). 
Please leave your name and phone 
number in the folder on the table 
in the gathering area. An 
information flyer with all details is 
in the folder for you to take.  
 

Morning Tea Roster 28/8/16  
will be the Pastoral Council. 
 

Anointing of the Sick will be 
administered during 4pm Mass, 
Friday, 2nd September. 
 
Taxation Receipts: Please 
collect in the gathering area. 

Ecumenical  Progress ive 
L u n c h e o n :  T h e  A n n ua l 
Ecumenical progressive luncheon 
will be held Saturday, 3rd 
September.  
1st Course commencing 12md at 
the Uniting Church, 246 Ocean 
Beach Rd. Umina. 
2nd Course commencing 
12.45pm Walter Baker Hall, 100 
Blackwall Road. 
3rd Course commencing 1.45pm 
St. Luke’s Anglican Church, 147-
149 Blackwall Road. 
Admission: There will be a gold 
coin donation for 1st and 3rd 
course. $5 for the main course. 
Everyone is welcome! Please put 
your name on the list in the 
gathering area if you plan to come 
for the luncheon. 
 

Sen ior  Server :  Anyone 
interested in being trained in this 
area to please contact the parish 
office or speak to one of the 
priests. 
 

Volunteer Church Cleaning 
Roster 2/9/16: Lisa Ann Rae, 
Kevin Glacken, Brian Jordan, 
Veronica Jordan. 
 

Planned Giving Envelopes 
available in the gathering area. 
Please note your number may have 
changed. 

“Sara’s Place”: A much needed 
pregnancy crisis centre has 
opened in Gosford for women 
with unplanned pregnancies to 
receive counselling, support and 
practical assistance  to continue 
with their pregnancies. The centre 
also wil l be a p lace of 
understanding and counselling for 
those women suffering as a result 

Monthly Holy Hour for 
Vocations: St. Agatha’s Parish, 17 
Trebor Rd. (enter through car 
park), Pennant Hills. Wednesday, 
31st August, 7pm-9pm.Adoration, 
Reflection on Scripture, Evening 
Prayer of the Church. After 
prayer a social gathering will be 
held and meal provided. Booklet 
with prayers provided. Cost: Free. 

of pregnancy loss including 
abortion and miscarriage. 
We are calling for volunteers to 
be trained and to devote some of 
their time to share this great work 
on behalf of pregnant women in 
need. Full training will be 
provided. Can you Help? Please 
call Linda 1300 851 592 or Paul 
Sheeran 0408 677 432. 

Baptisms: We pray for and 
welcome into our Faith community 
Summer Bennet t ,  Spencer 
Hardwick, Lily Hodges and Max 
Mortensen baptised last Sunday. 
 

Returning Home Programme 
continues Wednesday, 31st August 
7.30pm-9pm, Leo Mahon room. 
Explanation of the Mass. 
 

A huge THANK YOU to the 
anonymous parishioner who paid 
for the new large size TV screen in 
the church. 
 

School News 
Fathers’ Day Mass at SJB 
school on Friday 2nd September at 
9am. Parishioners very welcome. 
-Blessing and Opening of the new 
classroom building on Friday 16th 
S e p t e m b e r  a t  9 . 3 0 a m .  
Parishioners very welcome. 
 

Sympathy: Prayerful condolences 
to the family, relatives and friends 
of William (Billy) Daniel buried 
from our church last week. 
 

Bus Fund Fathers Day Raffle  
and Cake Stall: Tickets on sale 
27th & 28th August at all Sunday  
Masses. Drawn 29th August. 
1st Prize: Ryobi Lawn Mower. 
 

Cake Stall 27th and 28th August.  
Enquiries 4344 2288. 
 

From the Diocese and beyond 

The Just Word 
28 August Refugee and 

Migrant Sunday: 
The Holy Father, Pope Francis, in 
his message for the 101st World 
Day of Migrants and Refugees, 
2015, has chosen the theme 
‘Church without frontiers, Mother 
of all’. It is part of our Christian 
mandate from Jesus Christ to care 
for others and in particular the 
most vulnerable (c.f. Mt 7:12 and 
25:35-36). The Holy Father 
wishing to draw attention to and 
remind us of this, has chosen this 
theme. He wishes us to go beyond 
ourselves, to live on an authentic 
Christian life, and show compass 
ion and solidarity to those at the 
furthest fringes of society.  
In particular, Pope Francis has 
identified migrants and refugees to 
be in need of our special attention 
and care, as they are our brothers 
and sisters ‘who are trying to 
escape difficult living conditions 

a n d  d a n g e r s  o f  e v e r y 
kind.’ (Message, 2015). 
The Holy Father mentions that, 
‘from the beginning, the Church 
has been a mother with a heart 
open to the whole world, and has 
been without borders.’ (Message, 
2015). We need to continue this 
tradition and welcome our 
brothers and sisters who are in 
most need of our assistance, in 
particular, those who have come 
from distant lands seeking a better 
life. Whilst the plight of refugees is 
often present and visible on our 
television screens, let us not forget 
the difficulties faced by the many 
migrants who have come to call 
Australia home. Often their 
hardships are not evident, but 
nonetheless still present. 
Fear of the unknown, a true and 
real fear, can often unnecessarily 
guide our decision-making. It is 
time to turn to our Christian 

roots, with ever more trust in God, 
and move beyond fear  towards 
charity and express solidarity with 
those who suffer. The Holy Father, 
ever attentive to the failings of the 
human nature notes that, ‘Often 
however, such migration gives rise 
to suspicion and hostility, even in 
ecclesial communities, prior to any 
knowledge of the migrants’ lives of 
their stories of persecution and 
destitution. In such cases, suspicion 
and prejudice conflict with the 
biblical commandment of welcoming 
with respect and solidarity the 
stranger in need’. (Message,( 2015). 
Refugee and Migrant Sunday is 
celebrated on the last Sunday in 
August. Resources for this day are 
provided by the Australian Catholic 
Migrant and Refugee Office 
(ACMRO). 
 
              To be continued next week. 
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22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time, 

August 28  

Sir 3:17–20, 28–29 

Ps 67:4–7, 10–11 R. v.11 

Heb 12:18–19, 22–24 

Lk 14:1, 7–14 

In today’s Gospel, Jesus is dining not with 

sinners but “at the home of one of the 

leading Pharisees” (v 1). The guests “were 

choosing the places of honour at the 

table” (v 7), but Jesus tells them to “take the 

lowest place” (v 10) to avoid a possibly 

embarrassing situation. Most people in Jesus' 

day invited their social equals or those who 

were “more distinguished” (v 8) in order to 

improve their own social standing. Jesus tells 

us that we should invite those normally 

overlooked by society. This image reflects 

Jesus' mission not just to the righteous but 

also to sinners. 

Reinforcing that message, Sirach instructs us, 

“Humble yourself … / and you will find 

favour with God” (v 18). God desires us to 

be humble, for in our humility we glorify 

God. In this collection of proverbs, Sirach 

presents advice that will benefit the wise, 

whose mind “appreciates proverbs” (v 29). 

The former name of the book, Ecclesiasticus 

or “Church Book,” is an indication of the 

book’s status in the early church, where it 

was quoted extensively in instructing the 

faithful in matters of morality. The call to 

humility is as appropriate today as it was 

then. 

The writer of Hebrews compares God’s 

revelation to Moses on Mount Sinai to God’s 

self-revelation in Jesus. The first was 

accompanied by “a blazing fire … gloomy 

darkness / … storm and a trumpet blast” (vv 

18–19), which inspired fear in Moses and the 

Israelites. Now, he says, God calls us to 

“Mount Zion / and the city of the living God, 

the heavenly Jerusalem” (v 22). In Jesus, God 

is no longer unapproachable or terrifying. 

Jesus, “the mediator of a new covenant” (v 

24), has reconciled us to God, and we have 

no need to fear anymore. 

For reflection: Is humility a virtue I try to 

practice regularly? How can Jesus' example 

of humbling himself inspire me? 

23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time, 

September 4  

Wis 9:13–18b 

Ps 89:3–6, 12–14, 17 R. v.1 

Phlm 1:9–10, 12–17 

Lk 14:25–33 

From the Book of Wisdom today we hear 

that without the help of the Spirit, God 

remains a mystery to us: “Who can conceive 

what the Lord intends?” (v 13). Echoing the 

teaching of Plato, the writer tells us that “the 

corruptible body burdens the soul” (v 15). 

We must depend on God in order to rise 

above our human limitations. Through God’s 

gift of Wisdom, “thus were the paths of 

those on earth made straight” (v 18). 

Paul’s letter to Philemon, written from 

prison (v 9), illustrates how Christianity calls 

us to act in a new way. Onesimus, a slave of 

Philemon, has run away and is now with 

Paul; Onesimus converts to Christianity, and 

Paul is sending him back to Philemon with a 

letter encouraging Philemon to welcome him 

back “no longer as a slave / but … a 

brother / … in the Lord” (v 16). Though 

Paul does not directly attack the institution 

of slavery, he writes with the Christian 

understanding that we are all united in 

Christ. Onesimus is returning not as a 

runaway slave but as a brother in Christ. 

Paul urges Philemon to “welcome him as you 

would me” (v 17). 

Discipleship has its cost; that is the message 

of Jesus in today’s Gospel. Jesus tells us that 

to be a disciple, we must put God first, even 

before our closest family relationships. The 

word translated “hate” does not have the 

same meaning as it does today (unless Jesus 

is using hyperbole, a rhetorical device 

employed even in biblical writing). Scholars 

interpret the word as calling for giving family 

relationships a lower priority than our 

relationship with God. Discipleship is not a 

choice we should take lightly. We should 

consider the cost before we accept the call, 

knowing that God will never abandon us. 

For reflection: What is my “cost of 

discipleship”? What can I do to grow in the 

gift of Wisdom? 
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In the Gospel today, 
Jesus warns us not to 
give in to hopes of 
repayment, but to give 
openhandedly 
to the poor and needy. 
That sort of giving 
mirrors the bountiful 
giving of God, and Jesus 
assures us it is blessed 
indeed! 

Bruce Janiga, a priest of the Archdiocese of Newark, N.J., teaches Scripture studies at Seton Hall Prep in West 
Orange, N.J.  From Ministry & Liturgy, copyright © Resource Publications, Inc. All rights reserved. Reprinted with 
permission under licence number 115216.  



Catholic Parish of  

Woy Woy Peninsula 
  

  Woy Woy, Woy Woy South, 

  Umina, Umina Beach,  

  Ettalong, Ettalong Beach,  

  Koolewong, Blackwall,  

  Booker Bay, Pearl Beach,  

  St Hubert’s Island,  

  Empire Bay, Horsfield Bay, 

Patonga, Woy Woy Bay, Daley’s Point, 

Phegan’s Bay and Wondabyne. 

  

St John the Baptist Church,  

(Corner) Blackwall & Victoria Rds, Woy Woy 

  

Parish Office         Ethel Cox Parish Centre 

PO Box 264      Walter Baker Hall 

54 Victoria Road       100 Blackwall Rd 

WOY WOY NSW 2256      Woy Woy 

  
Phone: (02) 4341 1073 Fax: (02) 4341 0214 
Email: parish@woywoycatholic.org.au 
Website: www.woywoycatholic.org.au 

  

“He must increase, I must decrease” 

  

Parish Priest:   Fr. Jack Robson.  

Assistant Priests: Fr. Timothy Raj. MSFS. 

 Fr. Philip Thottam. MSFS. 
  

Office Staff:   Helen Cameron,  

Raelene Spithill and Margaret Cooper. 
  

Office Hours:  

9.30am—4pm, Monday to Friday. 
  

Deadline for The Voice:   

3.30pm Wednesday. 

SUNDAY MASS TIMES  

Vigil Saturday 5pm; Sunday 7.30am, 9.15am, 6pm. 
 

WEEKDAY MASS TIMES 

Monday-Friday 7.45am (Monday & Tuesday with Lauds); Saturday and 

Public Holidays 9am;  First Friday 4pm (with Anointing of the Sick). 
 

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE 

Friday after morning Mass; First Friday, 3.30pm; Saturday 11.30am; & 

4.30pm; Sunday 7am. 
 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM  

1st & 3rd Sundays, 11am; 5th Sunday, during 9.15am Mass. 

Godparents are examples of faith to the child.  They must be confirmed and 

practising Catholics, at least sixteen years old.  If there is at least one god-

parent, a non-Catholic may act as a Christian witness.  Parents and godpar-

ents must attend a pre-baptismal instruction, held on the 2nd and 4th Sunday 

of each month at 9.30am. 
 

EXPOSITION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT 

Every Saturday after 9am Mass until 10am; every Monday until 9am (Public 
Holidays 10.15am). 

EXPOSITION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT 

Every Thursday night 7.30pm-8. 30pm for the needs of the Parish. 
 

PARISH CHOIR — Practice Wednesday nights in the church, 7pm. 

Enquiries: 4341 3367. 
 

ST JOHN THE BAPTIST CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL,  

21a Dulkara Rd South Woy Woy 2256. ph:  4341 0884 fax:  4344 5049. 
 

ST JOHN THE BAPTIST YOUTH GROUP  

For information and events contact Parish office 4341 1073. 
 

CATHOLICCARE Marriage & Family  Relationships.  
Phone:  4356 2600 
 

MARY MAC’S PLACE  Volunteers provide nutritious, freshly cooked 

meals and information and referrals to appropriate community services.  

Open Monday to Friday, 11am-1pm, at the Ethel Cox Parish Centre.  For 

more information, please contact Christine on 4341 0584. 

ST VINCENT de PAUL SOCIETY on the Peninsula assist and give a hand 

up to people in need. W e have two Conferences with Volunteers sharing the 

visiting or office work.  We always welcome new Volunteers to our Confer-

ence. Please ring Ken 0400 335 351 or Joan 0422 272 339. 
 

CASH HOUSIE every Saturday night at Peninsula Community Centre, Cnr 

Ocean Beach Rd & McMasters Rd, Woy Woy.  Games start at  

7.30pm and finish approx 10.20pm. Cash prizes. Ticket sales from 6pm. 

Proceeds benefit Parish.  Enquiries:  Rob 0427 990 818. 

Fr Jack’s Dates for September 

Saturday, 3rd—5:00 p.m. Mass 

Sunday, 11th—7:30 a.m. Mass 

Sunday, 18th—9:15 a.m. Mass 

Sunday, 25th—6:00 p.m. Mass 

The Parish Pastoral Council met on the 22nd August and  

discussed the wellbeing, progress and development of the parish, 

including: 

-SJB School: excellent NAPLAN results, recent Grandparents mass 

and Feast of the Assumption mass with a small group of up and 

coming musicians from the school band who very competently 

provided the music, upcoming blessing and opening of the new 

classroom block and Fathers’ Day celebrations, public speaking 

competition across the school from kinder to Yr 6, Book Week 

activities. 

-Sacramental survey showed 87.5% of respondents were satisfied 

with the Confirmation preparation program 

-Fr Jack to speak to children in Yrs 5 & 6 in October about be-

coming an altar server. 

-Fr Jack to be out of action for six weeks in November and early 

December.  

-Larger TV installed and paid for by anonymous parishioner. 

-‘Strategic Insights’ document for the Woy Woy Parish was re-

viewed and discussed. This document gives us information about 

the population growth outlook for children, couples, families and 

the elderly, mass attendance, enrolment trends and 

planning and infrastructure investment outlook. 

-General maintenance around church: pine tree to be 

removed, uneven pavers in church car park to be fixed. 

Present at meeting: Fr Jack, Fr Timothy, Fr Philip, 

Nicole Cumming (school principal), Pat Baxter, Mary 

Ford, Jennifer Dempsey, Bernie French, Tony O’Neill. 


