
Gospel Acclamation 
Alleluia, alleluia! Let your face shine on your servant, and teach me 
your laws. Alleluia!  

Twelve years ago my father died: a good man, 
a very good man, a wonderful husband to my 
mother and a great father to “the boys”. The 
following Sunday I had to read this gospel: “if 
anyone comes to me without hating his father 

…he cannot be my disciple”.  

I could hardly speak the words because, to our 
ears attuned to the English language and way 
of speaking, it sounds so dreadful, so extreme, 

so full of ill will. 

Fortunately, I got through because I was able 

to put this passage in context. 

First, the way of speaking in the Middle East. 
In most languages of that region, there is no 
word for “prefer”. If someone prefers X over Y, 
he will say I love X and hate Y. Why this 
extreme?  It is said to have something to do 
with the climate. Scorching heat and 
unrelenting glare during the day, changing 
quickly to the cold and darkness of the night, 
led to a vocabulary of extremes: one thing or 

the other. 

Can anyone imagine for one moment Jesus 
hating either Mary or Joseph. No. Never any ill 
will towards them, but if it came to a choice he 
did prefer following his calling. And 
sometimes that caused great anguish to both 

Mary and Joseph. 

One only has to think of his staying behind at 
the temple on his twelfth birthday rather than 
returning with the group of pilgrims to Galilee. 
Mary and Joseph were filled with aching 
concern, rushed back to Jerusalem, and Mary 
says: “My child, why have you done this to us? 
See how worried your father and I have been, 
looking for you.” Jesus replied “Why were you 
looking for me? Do you now know that I must 

be busy about my Father’s business?” 

This is the sort of preference which Jesus is 
speaking of. It may well cause confusion and 
heartache in families. [I rather hope Joseph 
expressed that by giving Jesus a clip under the 
ear and setting him firmly on the road back to 

Nazareth!]  

Secondly, I recognised that Jesus was 
speaking in the context of imminent 
persecution of Himself and just as certainly of 

his followers. 

He brought them face to face with the reality 
of what it meant to follow him. The symbol of 
torture and execution – the Cross – loomed 
into view. But, before that, he predicted the 
real-life situation of families turning against a 
follower of Jesus, of denouncing a son or 
daughter, of turning them in to the 

authorities.  

Where does this passage find relevance 

today?  

In China, many good things are happening as 
hundreds of millions of people are lifted out of 
dire poverty. But the fact remains that China is 
ruled by an authoritarian regime with an 
ideology of total control of the allegiance of 
the Chinese people. The underground 
Catholic Church, despite recent overtures by 

Pope Benedict XVI, is still persecuted.  

Can you imagine a Chinese Catholic disciple of 
Our Lord hearing this Gospel this morning, 
and this afternoon having to definitively 
choose between Him and the Church He 
founded on Peter, or doing what the family 

considers safe and reasonable. 

According to today’s Gospel, followers of 
Jesus Christ must prefer to do this, must prefer 
the ostracism and cutting off from family, must 
prefer this cross. But they must never hate in 

the English sense of that word. 

During this Mass let us particularly remember 
those for whom preferring Jesus over families 
exacts real penalties of property, of education 

and advancement, of liberty, and even of life. 

May members of families torn apart because of 
the following of Jesus one day be re-united in 
the one family of humanity reconciled by 

Jesus Christ, in Jesus Christ, in Heavenly glory. 
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 Recently deceased:  

Fr. Francesco (Frank) Furfaro,  

Norberto Reble, Jim Dwyer, 

Bro. Clement George Anthony, MSFS. 

Fr. Annem Joji Reddy. MSFS. 

- 

 Anniversaries:  

Patricia Jehan, Patricia Anne Ryan. 
 

 Remembrances:  

Members of  the Bugeja family,  

Bill Grima, Frank McLenaghan, 

Shirley Job, Alan Player,  

Margaret Kelly. 
 

 And the sick:  

Rene Glase, Beryl Allen, Lorna Russom, 

 Peter John Grima, Jack Moulds,  

Tracie Passlow, Rosemary Anderson,  

Bruce Spence, Maryanne Diorio,  

John Allen, Coral Williams,  

Tony Schumacher, Bryan Moroney, 

Irene Beck, Alan Harland, 

Keith Oakes, Heather Joyce, 

Vince Zappavigna, Don Boland, 

Albie Curtis, Celeste Boonaerts, 

Louise Dunn, Jannelle Dawson, 

Nola Davies, Margaret Thoms, 

Baby Winter, Ian Wilks, 

Audrey Barsendich, Helen McKeon, 

Frank Schmidt, Nicola (Nick) Bubici, 

Brooke Simmons, Maureen Cowls, 

Jason Wellin, Olive O’Brien and 

grandchild Sharon. 
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Strengths Finder Course: 
Do you feel like a square peg 
trying to fit into a round hole? 
Do you feel that God is calling 
you to do something, but you 
don't know what it is? 
Are you at a cross roads in life – 
transitioning to retirement, 
contemplating a career change, 
needing to get out of a rut? 
Then the Strengths Finder course 
might be just what you need. 
Firstly it will help identify what 
your top 5 God-given strengths 
are. Then together as a group we 
will work on a) discovering how 
to turn those raw strengths into 
mature talents and b) discerning 
how best to use them to bring 
blessings to family, friends, work 
and parish. 
Two groups will be meeting 
during Term 4, one on Tuesdays 
10.30am-12noon in the Leo 
Mahon Room beginning 11 Oct 
2016; the other on Saturdays 
10.30am-12noon at the same 
place beginning 15 Oct 2016. 
Each group will have a maximum 
of 12 participants, with 1 
facilitator. 
For the first session you will need 
$30 as a contribution towards the 
cost of a hardcover book and 
photocopying, and an email 
address. At that first session it is 
highly recommended that you 
bring a laptop or tablet with 
3G/4G connectivity with you. 
Secure your place by registering 
your interest with the Parish 
Office by calling 4341 1073.Email:  

parish@woywoycatholic.org.au by 
Thursday 22 Sep 2016. 
 
2016 eConference: Mercy. A 
way of being in the world will 
commemorate the Jubilee Year of 
Mercy and take up Pope Francis’ 
invitation to explore this central 
element  of our faith. This 
eConference will be steamed live 
over the internet in the Leo Mahon 
room. Tuesday, 20th September 
10.30am-2.45pm. Full details of each  
of the 5 sessions available with the 
list for catering purposes in the 
gathering area.  
 

Live, Love and Pray Project: 
Catholic Social Justice. Sunday, 11th 
September, 2-5pm.Walter Baker 
Hall.  Pat Dell has been a teacher at 
St. Edward’s College, Gosford since 
2000 and his role is Social Justice Co
-ordinator. Ideas, values and 
information will be shared on young 
Catholics today and how we can 
engage them in expressions  of faith 
and action. Connecting our young 
people to a life of service for our 
poor and marginalised groups should 
always be a priority for Christians. 
Program for the day on leaflets 
enclosed. 
 

Of Grace and Faith Study 
Group  meet Thursday, 8th 
September, 11am, Leo Mahon room. 
 

Bus Trip Nelson Bay: Wednesday 
7th September, leaving at 9am. Cost: 
$20. Contact Susie Casey 0403 417 
639 for all enquiries, payments and 
bookings. 

Dr. Maree Herrett and Head of 
Primary, Mrs. Sharon Portlock, hear 
from a current Yr. 5 Santa  student 
and parent, and take a tour of the 
learning spaces followed by 
refreshments with students and 
m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  C o l l e g e  
L e a d e r s h i p  T e a m .   .  

Santa Sabina College—Try 
Year 5 day! Thursday 15th 
September. If your daughter will 
be in Year 5, 2017, why not try 
Year 5 at Santa Sabina College? 
While your daughter enjoys her 
day as a Year 5 Santa girl, you are 
invited to meet College Principal 

Students from 9am-2.45pm. Parents 
from 9am-10.15am. Come and 
discover the exceptional learning 
opportunities offered at the College. 
B o o k i n g :  R e g i s t e r  a t   
h t t p : / / w w w . s s c . n s w . e d u . a u /
enrolment/try-year-5 Enquiry? Please 
contact Helen Ayers on 02 9745 
7030 orenrolment@ssc.nsw.edu.au 

Happy Father’s Day: Our best 
wishes to all our fathers on their 
special day as we remember them 
in our prayers. 
 

Retreat:  Please keep in your 
prayers Fr. Timothy and Fr. Philip 
who will be on retreat from 5th  
to 9th September. 
 

Catholic Returning Home 
Programme continues Wed. 7th 
September, 7.30pm-9pm in the 
Leo Mahon room. Explanation of 
the Sacrament of Penance and 
Discussion.  
 

Senior Server:  Anyone 
interested in being trained in this 
area to please contact the parish 
office on 4341 1073 or speak to 
one of the priests.  
 

Volunteer Church Cleaning 
Roster 9/916: Anisha Burns,  
Elena Egan, Michael French, 
Christine French. 
  

S y m p a t h y :  P r a y e r f u l 
condolences to family, relatives 
and friends of Jim Dwyer buried 
from our church the past week. 
 

Morning Tea Roster 11/9/16 
will be  our Catechists. 
 

Children’s Liturgy Roster 
11/9/16:  Marianne Bowyer, 
Anne Marie Tonkin, Anthea 
Haugan. 
 
 
 
 
 

From the Diocese and beyond 

The Just Word 
The call to be a Catholic, a radical 
and counter cultural, at its deepest 
core, urges us not to stand on the 
side but to become involved in 
bringing about a more just society. 
So I would call upon parishes, and 
most importantly, individuals to look 
at the little opportunities in our own 
lives where Christ is calling us to 
express charity and solidarity to 
migrants and refugees. 
 
Refugee and Migrant Sunday is 
celebrated on the last week in 
August. Resources for this day 
provided by the Australian Catholic 
Migrant and Refugee Office 
(ACMRO). 
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28 August—Refugee and 
Migrant Sunday: 

Continued from last week’s 
Newsletter. 
Closer to home, migrants too in 
our local and parish communities 
can sometimes be looked upon 
with suspicion. Migrants in our 
communities often go through 
challenges and difficulties that are 
unseen, but are no less real and 
difficult. Simple things, which 
many of us either growing up  or 
living in Australia for a long time, 
often forget or simply don’t 
notice, can be a challenge for new 
migrants. Things such as language, 
culture or customs can bring 
about hardship and anxiety. It is 
precisely here, in these everyday 

situations, that Christ is calling us 
to move beyond ourselves, and 
express solidarity to our fellow 
brothers and sisters. To lend a 
helping hand, just saying hello or 
even a simple smile. This is the 
beginning of an ‘encounter’. From 
here we can move together in 
solidarity. Many of us may never 
change the world, but let us not 
forget that we can change the 
world around us. 
I understand that often  this is not 
an easy thing to express. How 
often, due to the weakness in our 
nature, can we be ‘tempted to be 
that kind of a Christian who keeps 
the Lord’s wounds at arms length’ 
(Evangelii Gaudium 270). 
 



I remember when I first started to speak about 

people living with HIV/AIDS in my homilies. I was 

serving in a parish community in Colorado 

Springs beginning in 1984. In the local hospitals 

during those early years, chaplains and clergy 

would stand in the hallway near the patient’s 

door and yell into the room at the person who 

was sick. Everyone in the medical and religious 

communities was afraid of this unknown, 

infectious disease. People who were in those 

hospital rooms were outside the boundaries of 

comfort, care, and love from many people, 

organizations, and institutions.  

I started to learn more about AIDS when a 

young man knocked on my office door. He stood 

in the threshold of my door because he was 

afraid I would reject him. After that meeting, I 

brought the issues of his and so many others’ life 

and illness to our community through the gospel 

message on Sunday mornings. I remember 

parishioners secretly handing me money after 

Mass to help with people who were losing their 

jobs, insurance, and even their families.  

I remember this complex mix of AIDS and 

preaching as I ponder the challenging sacred 

Gospel readings from Assumption of Mary 

through Triumph of the Cross. Luke challenges 

us that the last will be first and the first will be 

last. We hear that many people are still knocking 

on our doors and saying, “Lord, open the door 

for us.”  

As preachers we must realize that no person is 

out of the bounds of God’s love and mercy. We 

cannot claim in our preaching who will be first 

or last. The suffering of our people is fuel for our 

words as homilists. As the years go by, I realize 

to the depths of my being that many people 

come to Mass in order to make sense out of 

their suffering. They hold up not only their own 

pain to God but also the pain of people in their 

families and communities. Preaching the issues of 

people who feel on the outside of God’s love is 

central to the mission of our ministry.  

Today, I preach among people who feel outside 

of the institution of the church and outside the 

boundaries of God’s fidelity. I am confronted 

with the narrow door every time our staff turns 

people away because we do not have the 

resources to help them. I understand the tight 

passageway into love when I hear a young 

mother who comes to our chapel just after her 

boyfriend has beaten her. I know the narrowness 

of the gate into the kingdom when I still want to 

judge people who criticize other people living in 

urban poverty.  

Jesus desires a fire of faith on the earth and yet 

knows there will be division among families. As 

preachers we keep the flames alive when we 

name the suffering of our people. We cannot 

just label people as “poor” or “sick” or 

“addicted” or “abused.” We must enter into the 

experiences people face when these issues tear 

families apart and when housing is out of their 

bounds or when people cannot afford health 

care for their vulnerable children. We must then 

be prepared to face the criticism within our 

church families.  

I hear from many preachers that it is easier to 

speak about official church teaching than to open 

up the healing gospel for real people’s lives. It is 

easier to hide behind the door that names 

people as sinners than it is to search for the real 

reasons people sell their bodies, become 

addicted to drugs, or even leave their wives and 

children. We cannot confuse obedience to the 

church with the fire of faith that people need to 

find in their hurting lives. We must touch 

suffering in order to heal it. When we all 

discover the truth of life, we will all become 

more faithful to the presence of God within the 

Eucharist.  

Jesus reminds us in these Gospels to invite the 

poor, the crippled, the lame, and the blind to our 

banquets so that we will not receive repayment 

here on earth. This means that all people who 

stand at our doors are already members of our 

communities. Our preaching must break through 

the labels we attach to people. We must 

articulate and model that people suffering all 

forms of poverty are fed just as any other 

member of our communities. We live an illusion 

when we think God’s love is only for those who 

we think are deserving, or who have enough 

money to support the parish, or who do not 

challenge our comfort, or who will repay us with 

clerical perks and a better lifestyle.  

Jesus also confronts us with the reality that we 

must renounce all of our possessions in order to 

be disciples. As preachers, we stand with people 

who have little, so that we all may trust God 

more profoundly. Our possessions are often our 

attitudes about our neighbours and our narrow-

mindedness about God’s fidelity on earth. When 

we stand with people who feel they are on the 

outside of our communities, we can use our 

preaching to knock on the door of God’s 

faithfulness and on the doors of our worshiping 

assemblies.    

 ML 

Rev. Ronald Patrick Raab, CSC, broadcasts On 
the Margins, a weekly Scripture commentary on 
r a d i o  K B V M . f m .  L e a r n  m o r e  a t 
www.ronaldraab.com. From Ministry & Liturgy, 
copyright © Resource Publications, Inc. All rights 
reserved. Reprinted with permission under licence 
number 115216.  
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Jesus tells the crowd that 
only those who renounce 
all of their possessions 
can be His disciples. 
Is He truly asking us to 
give up everything? 
Perhaps instead He is 
trying to help us see that 
everything we think we 
own is really a gift from 
God. Good stewards 
know that and strive to 
use those gifts 
accountably. 

http://www.ronaldraab.com


Catholic Parish of  

Woy Woy Peninsula 
  

  Woy Woy, Woy Woy South, 

  Umina, Umina Beach,  

  Ettalong, Ettalong Beach,  

  Koolewong, Blackwall,  

  Booker Bay, Pearl Beach,  

  St Hubert’s Island,  

  Empire Bay, Horsfield Bay, 

Patonga, Woy Woy Bay, Daley’s Point, 

Phegan’s Bay and Wondabyne. 

  

St John the Baptist Church,  

(Corner) Blackwall & Victoria Rds, Woy Woy 

  

Parish Office         Ethel Cox Parish Centre 

PO Box 264      Walter Baker Hall 

54 Victoria Road       100 Blackwall Rd 

WOY WOY NSW 2256      Woy Woy 

  
Phone: (02) 4341 1073 Fax: (02) 4341 0214 
Email: parish@woywoycatholic.org.au 
Website: www.woywoycatholic.org.au 

  

“He must increase, I must decrease” 

  

Parish Priest:   Fr. Jack Robson.  

Assistant Priests: Fr. Timothy Raj. MSFS. 

 Fr. Philip Thottam. MSFS. 
  

Office Staff:   Helen Cameron,  

Raelene Spithill and Margaret Cooper. 
  

Office Hours:  

9.30am—4pm, Monday to Friday. 
  

Deadline for The Voice:   

3.30pm Wednesday. 

Trivia Night  

for Mary Mac’s Place 

at the Patonga Beach Hotel 

Saturday 10th September 2016, 

from 7pm. 
Quiz Master Brad Storey 

from ABC 92.5 

Tickets ($35) include Wood Fired Pizza 

Dinner from “A Piazza Italia” &  

Trivia entry plus Huge Range of Prizes,  

Silent Auctions, activities &  

Big Yellow Moon Band 

Tickets for sales ring Patonga Hotel 4374 1111 

SUNDAY MASS TIMES  

Vigil Saturday 5pm; Sunday 7.30am, 9.15am, 6pm. 
 

WEEKDAY MASS TIMES 

Monday-Friday 7.45am (Monday & Tuesday with Lauds); Saturday and 

Public Holidays 9am;  First Friday 4pm (with Anointing of the Sick). 
 

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE 

Friday after morning Mass; First Friday, 3.30pm; Saturday 11.30am; & 

4.30pm; Sunday 7am. 
 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM  

1st & 3rd Sundays, 11am; 5th Sunday, during 9.15am Mass. 

Godparents are examples of faith to the child.  They must be confirmed and 

practising Catholics, at least sixteen years old.  If there is at least one god-

parent, a non-Catholic may act as a Christian witness.  Parents and godpar-

ents must attend a pre-baptismal instruction, held on the 2nd and 4th Sunday 

of each month at 9.30am. 
 

EXPOSITION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT 

Every Saturday after 9am Mass until 10am; every Monday until 9am (Public 

Holidays 10.15am). 

EXPOSITION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT 

Every Thursday 7.30pm-8.30pm for the needs of the Parish. 
 

PARISH CHOIR — Practice Wednesday nights in the church, 7pm. 

Enquiries: 4341 3367. 
 

ST JOHN THE BAPTIST CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL,  

21a Dulkara Rd South Woy Woy 2256. ph:  4341 0884 fax:  4344 5049. 
 

ST JOHN THE BAPTIST YOUTH GROUP  

For information and events contact Parish office 4341 1073. 
 

CATHOLICCARE Marriage & Family  Relationships.  
Phone:  4356 2600 
 

MARY MAC’S PLACE  Volunteers provide nutritious, freshly cooked 

meals and information and referrals to appropriate community services.  

Open Monday to Friday, 11am-1pm, at the Ethel Cox Parish Centre.  For 

more information, please contact Christine on 4341 0584. 

ST VINCENT de PAUL SOCIETY on the Peninsula assist and give a hand 

up to people in need. W e have two Conferences with Volunteers sharing the 

visiting or office work.  We always welcome new Volunteers to our Confer-

ence. Please ring Ken 0400 335 351 or Joan 0422 272 339. 

CASH HOUSIE every Saturday night at Peninsula Community Centre, Cnr 

Ocean Beach Rd & McMasters Rd, Woy Woy.  Games start at 7.30pm and 

finish approx 10.20pm. Cash prizes. Ticket sales from 6pm. Proceeds benefit 

Parish.  Enquiries:  Rob 0427 990 818. 


