Lost Sheep Ministries News
July 2015 - Back to Nicaragua - Part II
The Great Commission: Matthew 28: 18 - 20 is a commission
for all Christians to GO, make Disciples, and teach them to
OBEY all that Jesus has commanded us. LSM is dedicated to
evangelizing the lost and making Disciples of Christ that make
Disciples of Christ according to II Timothy 2:2.
Notes from Pastor Bob: This is the second part of
our 2015 week of
Discipleship at the Hodera
located in the mountain
jungle of Nicaragua. We have expanded our emphasis
from mission trips of preaching and evangelizing to
evangelizing, preaching and making Disciples for Christ.
In the future, we will recruit and equip local Christian
leaders to continue the work following our departure. Our
Discipleship efforts will be to equip those converted to
Christianity to share their new faith so that the
Commission that Christ has given all of us will be
sustained in those parts of the world where Christ leads us
to minister PASTOR BOB
________________________________________________________________________
Thursday 25 June 2015 We
started today as we do every day with
prayer and reciting putting on the
Armor of God. A power point
presentation I got from my friend
Reynard Venturina in the Philippines.
Make a copy of this and start each day
by reciting it from your heart.

Page 1 of 8

We drove to San Marcos to pick up
some soda pop, since today is “pizza
day”. We picked up Maria and
Margarita and drove to the Hodera. The
ENEMY is attacking in the women’s camp.
One young girl left the camp. She is the only one who didn’t receive Christ. She wanted
nothing to do with our teaching. Last night the problem began with her and another young girl:
Jealousy, gossip, prejudice (Marcela is from Costa Rica and Karla is Nicaraguan). Harsh words
and arguing broke out. Today Miguel the director met with the remaining girls to give them
instructions and counseling.
Arturo began teaching the men and the remaining seven girls on How We Function. I left to
pick up the pizza. A divine appointment occurred; Marcos, the owner of Pizza to Go, speaks
excellent English. He is Nicaraguan but lived in Maryland for many years and worked for the
Department of Navy. He has been living in San Marcos for three years now and opened the
pizza store. Today I began to share with Marcos about our ministry at the Hodera. I am a “born
again Christian”, he told me, "but I am not going to church now". "Will you come to the Hodera
with me and share your testimony?" I asked him. "No, I can’t", he said, "Because I’m not living
right". "Start today", I said to him. "Confess and God will forgive you." He had a bilingual
Bible and he knew 1 John 1:9. He confessed and joined us at the Hodera.
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We introduced Marcos to the men and women there as the owner of Pizza to Go and had
donated some pizzas for them. They cheered and applauded then Marcos shared his testimony
now as a Christian.
He then helped me a lot when young (15) Marcela asked me to pray with her. She was the
one who argued with Karla, the girl who left. She was hurt in the meeting and was determined to
leave the Hodera. She said she tried to kill herself last night. I looked at the marks on her wrist
and they were superficial. I got alone with Marcela, Marcos translated for me, and we went into
Spiritual Warfare. I prayed over her commanding the demons of addiction & suicide to come
out of her. She just shuddered. I told her that I would lead her in a prayer and she followed in
prayer. Asking for
forgiveness,
thanking God for
being set free, and
forgiving those
who had hurt her.
She was really
hurt and
determined to call
her mother and
leave today. I
asked her to stay
until our team
leaves on
Saturday and she
agreed.
Folks, we are really pumping love, prayer, praise, and the Word of God into these residents
of the Hodera. In all my 21 years of coming here I have never spent this much time. Oh, I would
show a movie, or share maybe once or twice during my stay but never eight days of concentrated
loving and sharing. Our entire team can really see the change in the men and women. Some
shared today how much they thank God that He sent us to them.
Tomorrow we will teach another lesson from our Basic Christianity; Salvation. Thanks again
to John & Mammy Overton for this wonderful series of lessons in Power Point and Word.
Last day of weeklong Discipleship classes. "So far, at least 37 people have accepted
Christ Jesus as
Savior and 19
are being
baptized
tomorrow.
We drink from
the saucers
because our
cups
overflow"
(Robert
Lemley.)
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Friday 26 June 2015: I am really tired but just finished creating 19 Baptism Certificates for
tomorrow. We began with prayer, and praise. I then played short video clips of testimonies
from men and women from previous trips. Then we changed our plans because Pastor Jairel
Sanchez from La Roca came to the Hodera with
two men (Roman and Angel) from his church.
I wanted to incorporate them into the training.
We changed the subject to “How to Witness” to
further equip our students to sustain the work
after we leave which is our new paradigm.
Arturo started and followed by Jairel, Roman,
and Angel. After about 1 and ½ hours, they
broke into four small groups for discussion,
question and answers.
While these men were teaching Robert, Eli,
and I had our driver, Orlando, drive us to
Jinotepe. I wanted to see if I could meet with Pastor Rudy Palacios from La Roca church. This
church meets in an old theater with about 600 seats and they pack it in every Sunday.
Rudy wasn’t there so we went to Casa de Mateo a hotel that caters to missionaries. I have
stayed there before but wanted to get some current pricing information. I had the honor to lead
Maresa Vasquez to the Lord. She is a 30-year-old non-practicing Catholic lady. I am amazed
that she is working at the hotel, which is owned by very strong Christians, but she had never
been witnessed to!
We drove back to the Hodera and the
meetings were still going on. I pulled
Jairel aside and asked if he would bring
his praise and dance team tomorrow.
"Yes, of course", he said. It was getting to
be about 5:30 pm and I wanted to begin
our journey back to Managua but Dorcas
told me the women need more time
together so I gave them another one half
hour.

My birthday will be
awesome; Cake & ice cream
(chocolate by 100% vote of the
men & women at the Hodera).
We then met with the team from
La Roca for pizza at Marcos’s
Pizza to Go restaurant.
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We began our service at 1:30 pm with prayer, praise and worship, testimonies, and
preaching. Jairel, Arturo, Roman, & Angel all shared. Then at about 3:30 pm we began our
baptismal service. We used a small children’s swimming pool. It is about 2 feet deep and we
make it work. We have 13 men and 6 ladies who have signed up to be baptized. We may
experience a few more when we begin
Sunday 28 June 2015 8 am: Thank you God for an awesome birthday yesterday. We
started in the morning when the staff at La Posadas de Maria La Gorda (our hotel) honored me at
breakfast. They set up a separate table with balloons,
flowers, and
gifts. They sang
a hearty happy
birthday and
then BIG
HUGS.
We then went
to the print shop
to get photos
and certificates printed. I left with Dorcas and went
to Price Right to buy drinks and a birthday cake. We arrived in San Marcos about 12:30 am and
picked up Margarita & Maria. We then went to Eskimo and bought 4 gallons of different flavors
of ice cream , then to Texaco to get ice. When we arrived at Hodera Pastor Jairel and his praise
and dance team were there and had set up their equipment. We began with Prayer and a praise
song. Then I thanked Miguel for the privilege he gave our team to minister each day for eight
days at the Hodera. I asked two women and two men to thank Miguel and share with him what
this past week has meant to them. I do not know what they said but I know it was good. Some
with tears on their cheeks.
All joined in resounding singing happy birthday and enjoyed eating cake & ice cream. They
sang happy birthday resounding in the building then we ate. Everyone was blessed with the cake
& ice cream but God had the best yet to come.
Pastor Jairel and his team ministered with one hour in prayer, praise, and preaching. Wow, I
thought I was back home with Pastor Steven and our incredible praise team at Citymark. We
then hugged and prayed and cried and hugged and prayed and cried.
Next, I baptized the 6 women and they departed to go to their home. Then Robert and I
baptized 18 men. Folks I have baptized in Belarus, Mexico,
Nicaragua, Philippines, Nigeria, Romania and probably others
that I cannot remember but the last baptism is always the
special one until the next one. I
remember Palm Sunday this year
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when I baptized my grandson Joshua on my spiritual birthday. Then Pastor Steven baptized more
than I can count. Pastor Steven remember how you felt? Well, I know the feeling.
We hugged and said good-bye and now the really hard part; Saying good-bye to the ladies.
They all gave me a thank you note. They cried and hugged me and told me how happy they are
that we came to the Hodera to share the love of Jesus Christ, led them to pray, receive Christ,
taught them God’s Word and baptized them. They all have a Spiritual Birth Certificate &
Baptism Certificate, Photos of presentation of each certificate, and a group photo of the women
and a group photo of the men and women. The 14-year-old pregnant girl asked me to keep
praying for her. She said she will send me a photo of the baby due in January. I whispered in her
ear, “Roberto is a good name”.
Marcella, the 15 year old from Costa Rica hugged me with tears streaming down her cheeks.
I kissed her and tasted the salt in her tears. I heard a song many years ago that had these words as
part of the lyrics. “Can you taste the salt in their tears?” Over the years, I have thought of this
many times as I HAVE TASTED THE SALT IN THEIR TEARS. I taste mine now as I write
this to you.
We then joined the folks from Iglesia La Rocca at Pizza to Go. About 30 of us all sat together
and ordered eight grand
pizzas. Marcos provided
the drinks and sat with us.
He really connected with
Robert and they will stay
in contact. I arrived at the
hotel at 8:30 pm tired and
happy. I have been blessed
with any physical and
spiritual gifts. Thank you
Daddy (Father God), Lord
Jesus, Holy Spirit. I put
my head on my pillow
praying what Jesus did in John 17. “Daddy today I glorified You in my body and accomplished
all you have given me to do.” Good night Daddy: Forty-one salvation decisions, twenty-four
baptisms, and hundred's encouraged in their faith. Ooooops I forgot to add 3 more were saved
last night bringing the total salvation decisions to 44 and baptisms 24 PTL!
Monday 29 June 2015 6 am Yesterday was a day of visiting Puerto de Ciello church in
Sandino in the morning and Bethel church in Tippitapa in the evening. Puerto de Ciello is
probably the church I have visited the most in Nicaragua. The people were very happy to see us.
We brought the cake and soda that was left over from my birthday party. We enjoyed a
wonderful two-hour service with awesome praise and dance. I must let Jaleh Borden and Lillian
Brown know that the dance team misses you and believe me you taught them well. Arturo
preached a message of encouragement to the flock. After church, we travelled to our driver’s
boss's home. We visited with Manuel and Plaeceda his wife for about two hours. Manuel spent
six years in Moscow in the university there. He now works for the Department of Foreign
Affairs here in Managua. Both he and his wife had been saved and baptized but were not serving
in a church now. We encouraged themArturo gave Manuel a bi-lingual Bible. I showed them our
Discipleship training material on our web site. We invited them to join us but they said they were
not able to. We prayed for them and then stopped for a late lunch on our way to Tippitapa.
Page 6 of 8

While in the restaurant Manual called and said, "I want to join you." Therefore, we went
together with Manual as his wife was picking up folks at the airport to transport them to the
hotel. Manual was really blessed he told us. He speaks excellent English, Russian, and of
course Spanish. I am very happy we met him as he too is a high-ranking government official. I
know God will use him to expand our borders here in Nicaragua.
Tippitapa church is where my dear friend Alberto Williams pastored after graduating from
Baptist College here. He had served as a translator for us for many years. He now is pastoring a
church in Clear Lake, Texas. The crowd was small but loud. They love to sing and demonstrate
it. A young group of teens did more modern dance routines. You can tell they have practiced.
Another great message by Arturo was reflected by the crowd at the altar at the invitation. We
said our good-byes and departed for the hotel. We arrived about 8 pm last night really tired and
really blessed.
We experienced a successful test of WebEx training over the Internet from Texas. We now
have the capability to teach the Gospel anywhere in the world where Internet is available. This is
expected to really expand our borders for Christ.
Our flight is at noon. Thank you all for your prayers. I'm coming home to hug my wife, my
kids, my grandkids, my dogs, and you when I see you.
Personal Note by Robert:Instead of describing the events that took place during this
mission trip, which brother Bob has done a good job of doing in the newsletters, I would like to
share a personal testimony concerning the trip. God has used this trip to alter the course of my
life. You see I had been avoiding God's call in my life for some time now. Not to say that I had
not been serving in the kingdom but I was not fully in His will and I knew it. Remember that
partial obedience is disobedience. It took a vehicle accident to get my attention. In March a large
vehicle, bearing the personal license plate "GDS-GLRY" struck me and took me out of
commission for two months. It was then that I knew "The Hound of Heaven" loved me enough
to chase me down. I began to surrender and submit to God. I was finally at a place that I was
willing to do whatever God desired for me to do. It was then that the opportunity to go to
Nicaragua was presented to me. Even then, I struggled with doubt since I had depleted all of my
savings from the accident and had no idea where I would get the money. Therefore, I called my
family together in prayer and put out a fleece and within 20 minutes, all of the money was
provided.
Throughout the entire mission trip, God continued to provide. He allowed me to experience
His awesome power in more ways than I can describe. Just read the two part news letter (
because the usual one newsletter could not contain His wonderful works concerning the miracles
that were witnessed during our time of serving Him).
I am happy to report that many opportunities have now been presented to me here at home as
a result of this trip. After seeing God transform so many lives and give me the privilege of being
used by Him as a vessel of His blessings I am back on track and once again being filled with joy
as a result of being obedient to His call. So if you are reading this and are not "fully in" in your
service to our Father, please take some hard learned advise. Don't wait for God's Glory to
sideline you to surrender to His calling. The rewards of serving through loving obedience are
more than you can ever imagine. Robert Lemley
_________________________________________________________________________
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Recommended Reading: Churchless by: The Barna Group. Churchless people are all
around us: Among our closest loved ones, at our workplaces, in our neighborhoods, and
increasingly, they are becoming the norm! The number of churchless adults in the USA has
grown by nearly one-third in the past decade!
Yet the startling truth is that many unchurched people claim they are looking for a genuine,
powerful encounter with God -- but they just do not find it in church. What are they (or we)
missing? How can we better reach out to them? What can we say or do that will inspire them to
join a community of faith? This book presents the startling trends revealed by two decades of
Barna Group interviews with thousands of churchless men and women, and offers discerning
insights into how to look past the surface of church attendance to deeper spiritual realities and
understand those who choose not to be part of a church.
AmazonSmile.com purchases helps LSM: Purchases through AmazonSmile.com
will result in financial contributions to the Lost Sheep Ministries. Please use
"http://smile.amazon.com/ch/76-0364036" for your book and electronics purchases and
0.05% of your purchase will be donated to LSM.
Tax Deductable Donations to LSM: Lost Sheep Ministries is a 501(c) non-profit
organization. Donations may be made to LSM, 2951 Marina Bay Drive, Suite 130-144,
League City, TX 77573. We are seeking funds to travel, equip, and commission others to
take the Gospel of Christ to all nations. Please help us raise $700.00 for Dorcus Simeon's
surgery so she and husband Eli can continue making Disciples in Nicaragua.
This monthly newsletter will be distributed by email only. Email addresses may be
removed or added to distribution by notifying John Overton at dotnjohn@comcast.net.

Note: All of our Newsletters and Power point presentations along with student
manuals are available free from our web: www.lostsheepministries.com
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