CHAPTER X: The Ideal of the Family
There are two institutions; both ordained of
God, for the spiritual, mental and even physical
health of the individual, these are the church and
the family. God shows his great love for humanity
in each of these institutions and created them to
meet the universal human need. This need God
himself states in Genesis 2:18. "And the Lord
God said,it is not good that the man should be
alone, I will make him an help meet for him."
The family preceded the church and was the
original social unit for the people of God as well
as the rest of humanity; a sort of proto-church,
complete with it's own high priest. As the basic
social unit the family is also the microcosm of the
nation, and it is true that as the family goes, so goes the nation. In like manner, it is also true that
as the family goes, so goes the church for the family is also the micro-unit of the church, so it is
very important to uphold the true biblical ideal of the family.
MARRIAGE
The institution of marriage exists to meet humanity's social needs. God created man to need
others, not to be an isolated individual. The most important thing to remember about marriage is
that in marriage two individuals become one. Too often this is treated as though it were mere
symbolism; as if the Bible said that in marriage two shall be like one, or in marriage two shall be
as if they were one but it is very important to establish that the scripture does not turn this into a
simile and say like one or as if they were
one."Therefore shall a man leave his father and his
mother, and shall cleave unto his wife: AND THEY
SHALL BE ONE FLESH." (Genesis 2:24)
In other words marriage is not merely symbolic but
a very
real
joining
of two
to
become
one
person.
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There is at present a notion that is quite common that, as the saying goes, "Marriage is just a
piece of paper." I would like to take a moment and examine that idea. What is usually meant by
it is that marriage is just a social contract, a man made institution whose function can be served
as well without going through the formality
of actually getting married. The underlying
belief behind this is that God, if you so
choose to believe in him, (and if you don't
that's ok too) will see and honor the love one
person has for another whether that couple
marries or just lives as though they were.
This idea, like much of what is wrong with
the world today, came out of the cultural and
ideological revolution of the 1960s, when
absolute standards of morality were openly
rejected and situational ethics became the
norm. Since then we have lived in an age of
moral relativity where there are no
acknowledged moral absolutes but right or wrong is relative to whatever situation you happen to
be in at the time.
This view of marriage is common and
must be answered by the church, whose
work it is to raise up a standard against
ungodliness. The best way to do this is to
answer this wickedness with the word of
God, another reason why it is so
important to learn to apply the word of
God to real life. God's word contains the
medicine to heal social no less than
physical problems. Marriage then, is not
just between the husband and the wife,
but defines the husband and wife's
relationship to the rest of society and
indeed, to the rest of humanity. This is
because marriage is an affirmation of
God's absolute values; an affirmation of
moral absolutes over moral relativism. It
is a public submission to the will of the
creator rather than a rebellious lifestyle in defiance of a longsuffering God. A humbling of the
self in accordance with God's will rather than a vain attempt to live with only those rules you feel
like complying with. It is acceptance and public acknowledgment of one greater than yourself
whose will you accept as better for you than your own, whereas living together without marrying
is a public statement that you know better than your creator and will make your own decisions
without regard to God or his church.
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It is an awful thing to live in a society that has no standard of public decency and I wonder
that men don't tremble to think of the judgment that must someday fall upon such a rebellious
nation, or take heed of the warning of scripture which amply records the wrath of God upon
many nations for less than what contemporary people do everyday.
THE HUSBAND
The man is the one for whom marriage was created. As Paul points out, "For Adam was first
formed, then Eve." So far was Paul from taking this as a quaint creation myth that on the basis of
it he forbade women to teach or even speak in church. The man is the head of the wife. In all of
scripture, there are only two cases when mortal men are compared to Christ. The first is Moses
who is the Old Testament type or symbolic representation of Christ and the second is the position
of husband. "But I would have you know that the head of every man is Christ; and the head of
every woman is the man; and the
head of Christ is God." (1 Corinthians
11:3)
This would probably get you
kicked out of some churches for
saying it but the Bible teaches very

clearly, consistently, and unambiguously
against equality between men and women.
However, similar to the days when black and
white Christians could not worship together
because the church accepted the world's racist values, today the church seems to accept the
world's egalitarian values and won't preach the biblical pattern for the family for fear of
offending. The result has been that the family has collapsed, lives are ruined, the prisons are
filled to overflowing and men, women, and especially children are more unhappy than at any
time in history.
In every statistical study, the divorce rate
among church going Christians is the same as
the divorce rate for unbelievers. What do both
groups have in common? Both of them believe
in equality. Marriage is an institution built on
the natural and God
ordained inequality between men and women,
so quite naturally marriage won't work in a
society that emphatically rejects inequality; a
society whose highest ideals and most
cherished values are equality and tolerance.
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When a man becomes a husband he becomes, in God's eyes, the spiritual head of the
household, and goes from being an individual to being a manager of a group of people. Poor
man, he only thought he was getting the benefits of having a wife, he didn't realize that he was
putting himself in a position of authority over the spiritual state of his wife and their children, a
position for which God will hold him accountable.
In many ways, the eternal destinies of those people are now to be required at the hands of the
father. Before the church, there was the family and the father was the high priest of it. Although
we now have the church, I cannot see how the authority of the father has thereby lessened. There
are so many good examples of fathers from the days of the patriarchs that we would do well to
learn from Abraham who taught his son to pray and sacrifice and trust in God's promise or Job
who when his sons and daughters had a party would sacrifice expensive oxen the next day
because, as he said"...It may be that my sons have sinned, and cursed God in their hearts. Thus
did Job continually." Is there a greater act of a loving father in the scriptures? When you love
your children so much and fear God on their behalf that you worry about sins that they might
have committed, that is being a good priest and spiritual head of your household whether it is the
church age or in the days of old Job. It is a serious responsibility and I only wish that more
young people who are going to get married were reminded of this. But many young men, and I
suppose all young men outside the church don't realize the awesome responsibility it is. All of a
sudden, his days of taking care of nobody but himself are over for good.
Now he must be the captain of the ship, the commander in chief of the family. It is he with
whom the ultimate authority will rest. He must impose discipline and bring order out of chaos.
Oh, he can let the wife take over for him but God will hold him accountable for this weak and
unmanly abdication of his God given duties. Too many men have not been man enough to set
the example and lead their families to church and compel them to kneel before their creator. Too
many men have wickedly and effeminately let the wife do the praying, let the wife worry about
giving to the church, let the wife see that the kids are taught to honor father and mother or let the
wife make them go to church. What a cruel and horrible burden to put upon the shoulders of the
wife; to have to do her job and the husband's. Yet many wives think it their duty and bear it
without complaint, and a great many more I fear, simply just leave the spiritual work undone.
The husband is the protector and the provider. To protect the wife and kids in a world of
internet pornography, and filthy movies; a world of predators and devils incarnate, is a
tremendous responsibility and one that God charges the husband primarily, with fulfilling. To
protect the family the husband may have to run off his old friends, offend people who don't
understand why he is so protective of his family and even sometimes against the objections of his
own family, prevent them from seeing certain things and going certain places and being around
certain people.
All this must be understood and accepted by the wife. The husband who lets his wife work in
certain places and around certain people will run the risk of losing her. The father who lets his
daughter go where she wants with whom she wants shouldn't be too surprised when the tragedy
befalls and must bear the blame for having not been the protector God called him to be. It would
not be out of place for the bulk of our educational efforts to be geared toward training young men
for the position of a husband and father and young women for that of a wife and a mother.
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THE WIFE
"And the Lord God said, It is not good that
the man should be alone; I will make him an
help meet (or fit) for him." (Genesis 2:18)
The wife was created from the man for the
purpose of being a help to the man. Wives
today seem to have no concept of being a help
to their husbands; we should remember that
God created women to be a help to the man
not man to be a help to the woman. Again, in
scripture we never see the sort of equality that
is the dearest value and highest ideal of the
world. Instead, we see that the woman came into the world to make life better for the man.
Therefore, woman was created for man, not the other way around. It does not say that she was to
be a servant but that she was to be a helper to the man.
In our insane quest for equality or rather our wicked rebellion against what is ordained by God
we have turned the very order of nature upside down. I wonder not at all, that only thirty years
or so after buying into the world's ideal of the roles of male and female we have open
homosexuality, something unseen in western culture since the ancient Greeks.
Every social problem we now have can be traced directly back to giving men and women total
equality. Such is our rebellion that it has become a reproach for a woman to be effeminate,
though perversely enough, not for a man. What sin and perversion had the ancient Canaanites
committed that are not commonplace today? For a woman to cultivate the feminine virtues is
rare and the term ladylike has become archaic since there are so few ladies anymore. Coarse,
vulgar and masculine have America's women become. Once the admiration of the nations for her
virtue and moral purity, now our boast is that our women can beat the rest of the world's women
in soccer or basketball, in itself proof enough of the degeneration of American womanhood.
What failures American men must be that their only boast is that "our women are more
masculine than your women."
The man is certainly the head of the household but how much more difficult it is now to be a
leader when in both the world and the church women are not taught to obey. "To be discreet,
chaste, keepers at home, good, OBEDIENT TO THEIR HUSBANDS, that the word of God be not
blasphemed." (Titus 2:5)
It does not say that she was to be a servant but that she was to be a helper to the man.
Everything means just that -everything. When your husband forbids you to take that job you
must, if you would obey the word of God, obey him. What else could the words obey, and
submit yourselves possibly mean? "Wives, SUBMIT yourselves unto your own husbands, as it is
fit in the Lord."(Colossians 3:18)
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I don't know what is wrong with those scriptures except the apparently unpardonable sin of
clashing with the egalitarian (equality) prejudices of our day? Peter says that the godly and
submissive behavior for which Christian women should be noted is an eloquent and effective
witness for Christ.
"In like manner ye wives, be in subjection to your own husbands that, if any obey not the
word, they also may without the word be won by the behavior of the wives." (1 Peter 3:1)
and goes on to hold up the women of the patriarchal age as good examples of obedience
which Christian women should strive to emulate.
"For after this manner in the old time the holy women also, who trusted in God, adorned
themselves, being in subjection unto their own husbands. Even as Sarah obeyed Abraham,
calling him lord; whose daughters ye are, as long as ye do well, and are not afraid with any
amazement." (1 Peter 3:5-6)
The parent who refused to teach his children that God demands that they honor their father
and mother would be blamed for the way the children turn out to despise and dishonor their
father and mother and rightly so. If you don't teach them this then they will not do it. It's the
same with wives. If the church caves in to pressure from the world and ignores or soft pedals the
scriptures which command wives to obey their husbands then we can hardly be surprised that
men cannot get them to obey. We must restore to men the authority to rule their own families,
but this cannot be done unless women accept God's word and begin to obey their husbands. Obey
them even when you don't agree. Give them leave to be human and make a wrong decision every
once in a while, that's what obedience is. Sarah obeyed Abraham even though he made her do
some wrong things and the apostle Peter does not hesitate to commend her as an example of
obedience that Christian wives should follow.
Only a woman can be that most noble determiner
of the destinies of nations, the mother. The first and
most lasting influence upon anyone is that of the
mother. The mother also has a spiritual authority
before God. The mother's prayers for her little ones
have such an effect that they often continue to bear
fruit even after the child is grown. Christian author
Catherine Marshall tells the story of how grateful
she was for her daughter in law. One day in prayer
her heart overflowed with gratitude for her son's
wife. She thought of how very blessed she was to
have a daughter in law that got along with her and the rest of the family; how she was such a
help to her son and cooked his favorite dishes as well or better than she did herself. She even
liked the way she looked, and was in every way happy and thankful that God gave her such a
blessing. A few days later she was cleaning out the attic and came across an old Bible that she
hadn't seen since her son was just a small boy. Delighted as if she had found an old friend she
was still more delighted when a scrap of paper fluttered out from between the old book's leaves.
It was a prayer request in which several characteristics were written-must be able to cook his
favorite foods, must be able to get along with the rest of the family, and several others like this.
She said it was a detailed description of her daughter in law. At the top of the old yellowed paper
was written the words, Peter's future wife; a stunning witness of the power of a mother's prayer,
prayed so long ago. A still more beautiful testimony of the respect God has for the institution of
motherhood.
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Yet the world, led by the feminists, has the nerve to downgrade the noble calling of raising
children, the most selfless and highest ideal a woman can have. At least the women in the Bible
had enough sense to consider it a calamity to be stricken childless. Susanna Wesley raised nine
children who all turned out to be outstanding and admired people. One of them became one of
the greatest evangelists of all time and preached Christ so effectively as to change the morals and
manners of the entire English speaking world for the better part of two centuries and one wrote
over five thousand hymns to the glory of God.
John and Charles Wesley's mother was a source of amazement to have been so good at being a
mother in an age when good mothers were far more common than today. So good in fact that for
the next two hundred years or so the world bore her imprint.
What a powerful effect mothers can have on the destinies of both men and of nations. Yet our
women will spurn that calling to go out of the house and seek their own fulfillment, even
abandoning husband and children to do so. Paul tells Titus that the older women in the church
should teach the younger by example"...to be sober, to love their husbands, to love their
children, To be discreet, chaste, KEEPERS AT HOME, OBEDIENT TO THEIR HUSBANDS,
that the word of God be not blasphemed."(Titus 2:4-5)
This is in contrast to our contemporary values, which for the most part, are an inheritance
from the "God is dead" decade of the sexual revolution-the 1960's. Could infanticide by a
mother have even been conceivable just a few decades ago?
It seems as if we could not have done a better job of raising a generation of adulteresses if we
had deliberately set out to do so. Because some wicked men in every age commit the horrible sin
of adultery, women rejoice that since the world has adopted equality as its highest goal now we
can have twice the number of adulterers since there is no longer any social stigma against women
who commit adultery. Now thanks to equality we can all go to hell and get there quicker. I can
think of four women of my immediate acquaintance who have destroyed their lives and that of
their husbands and children by committing adultery. It is nothing less than the murder of the
family, their own family. If this sounds harsh how must the word of God sound on this subject?
"And the man who committeth adultery with another man's wife, even he who committeth
adultery with his neighbor's wife, the adulterer and the adulteress shall be put to death."
(Leviticus 20:10)
Adultery is the murder of the family. Now, we don't live under the Old Testament law for
"...ye are not under the law but under grace."(Romans 6:14)
And thank God that in his great mercy he is even now calling sinners to come and repent and
be received into his favor and have his forgiveness, but the law tells us clearly what we deserve
in perfect justice. However, thank the Lord, mercy is willing, even anxious to spare. Yes, you
deserve the death penalty. Our God is so holy that we all do in a thousand ways; but look to the
cross and see that bloody mess that was before the holy and sinless son of God, one completely
without fault and who alone of all that ever lived could say "Which of you convinceth me of
sin?" (John 8:46)
Look to that sin offering on the cross and say, "I know that should be me for I have deserved
that curse which fell upon the sinless one. That should be me but it will never be my lot to suffer
God's just wrath for my sin because I trust in him; that on that cross all of God's wrath against all
of my sin was poured out upon him instead of on me as I deserve." Christ took your sin, sinner;
now let not that awful death be in vain for you but receive freely his forgiveness. O sinner you
may have wickedly murdered your own family by committing adultery but it would be an even
greater sin to spurn such mercy.
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Oh, sinner what more proof do you want of God's great love and good intentions for you than
this-Christ died for you personally! How can you not trust the one who died for you? What more
could he do to prove that he loves you? How could you not trust that one? You can trust God
because he gave us the very best he had. He gave us everything and withheld nothing. Abraham
gave the very best he had, his son and heir Isaac, to one who he knew could pay him back but
God gave the very best he had, his son and heir, to those who could never repay him. You can
trust God because he gave his best to you while you were his enemy, knowing that you could
reject him and that many would, he nevertheless died for you anyway. He died for you
personally. The Bible says he died" ...not for our sins only, but for the sins of the whole
world."(1 John 2:2)
If you can read this, you are in the world and if you are in the world then he died for your sins
too. However heinous and unnatural your sins may have been they are not as bad as the sin of
refusing God's outstretched hand of mercy at the blessed cross of our great redeemer, Jesus
Christ.
CHILDREN
There is no child anywhere that came
into the world as an accident. "Lo,
children are an heritage from the Lord;
and the fruit of the womb is his reward."
(Psalms 127:3)
Certainly all who are blessed with
children are not given this blessing, as a
sign of approval from God, for there are
many, perhaps more now than at any
other time in history, bad parents. Still,
offspring are a special favor from God to
be held in trust so to speak; a stewardship
entrusted to parents and for which they will be held accountable by God. The Psalmist here
particularly calls attention to the fact that life has it's origin with God; that children are not just a
natural biological phenomenon but a particular blessing of the Lord, and in Psalms 128:3-4 he
describes a fruitful wife and children as a blessing. "Thy wife shall be as a fruitful vine by the
sides of thine house; thy children like olive plants round about thy table. Behold, that thus shall
the man be BLESSED that feareth the Lord."Jacob acknowledges this when he told his wife not
to blame him for her not having children, "And Jacob's anger was kindled against Rachel: and
he said, Am I in God's stead, who hath withheld from thee the fruit of the womb?" (Genesis
30:2)
And again when he went out to meet his brother Esau after an absence of many years he
subconsciously reveals his belief about where children, and indeed where every blessing comes
from,
"And he lifted up his eyes and saw the women with the children; and said, Who are those with
thee? And he (Jacob) said, The children WHOM GOD HATH GRACIOUSLY GIVEN THY
SERVANT." (Genesis 33:5)
God gave them to him; they weren't just a product of a natural process. Moreover, not merely
a gift but a gracious gift; an unmerited special favor from God, something to be thankful for and
to rejoice over.
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Therefore, we see that all children are special in God's eyes and a particular gift of God to
parents. Now to apply that to God's own people, the church; let us look at what Paul taught in 1
Corinthians 7:14 "For the unbelieving husband is sanctified by the wife, and the unbelieving
wife is sanctified by the husband; else were your children unclean, BUT NOW ARE THEY
HOLY."
This passage is dealing with one of the practical problems of Paul's ministry. When Paul
preached the gospel to the gentiles, many accepted it and believed while their spouse did not. A
Christian should not marry an unbeliever but if you were married before you became a Christian
your marriage is still a valid marriage and you should not run and get a divorce just because your
spouse is not yet a believer. After all, in time your spouse may come to believe.
Therefore, Paul teaches the Corinthians that the believing spouse sanctifies the unbelieving
one. If it were the other way around, which the unbelieving one defiles the believing one then it
would not be true, as Paul taught, that your children are holy. So then one Christian parent makes
the children holy in God's eyes.
This tells us two things-which the children of a Christian are holy and the children of
unbelievers are unclean. Not that the children of believers are automatically saved without going
through a personal conversion at some time when they are old enough to understand it, but they
are considered as being under the covering which the Christian parent provides for them in God's
eye but the point here is that the children of

a Christian are (present tense) holy. If
we thought more on this, we would
probably be more circumspect in how
we behave in front of our kids. We are
all role models, whether we want to be
or not. It is a huge responsibility and
Jesus warned not to ignore it. "Take
heed that you despise not one of these
little ones; for I say unto you that in heaven their angels do always behold the face of my Father
which is in heaven." (Matthew 18:10)In addition, in Luke 17:2 he warns, "It were better for him
that a millstone were hanged about his neck, and he cast into the sea, than that he should offend
one of these little ones.
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DIVORCE
Every poll of the last twenty years has
shown the divorce rate among church
going Christians to be just the same as
non-Christians. This is a tremendous
reproach to the church and seems to be
the result of the Pastors lack of clear
teaching on the subject. While we have
sermon after sermon about money
seldom if ever does anyone teach what
Jesus taught about divorce. Why? Surely
no one could take the position that what
the Bible teaches about money is more
important than what the Bible teaches
about the family? I'm afraid there are even some who think that money is more important than
the family, as sad as that is. How pathetic that family's lives are being torn apart, children are
being marred and scarred by divorce, while the Bible says plainly that God hates divorce, and yet
the preachers are so busy teaching how to get rich that they can't be bothered with teaching what
the scripture says about divorce. Those who neglect this teaching are not doing the will of God,
and will answer for their neglect someday. "It hath been said, Whosoever shall put away his
wife, let him give her a writing of divorcement; But I say unto you that whosever shall put away
his wife, except for the cause of fornication, causeth her to commit adultery; and whosoever
shall marry her that is
divorced committeth adultery."
How much clearer can it get
than that? If you are married
you cannot get a divorce unless
your spouse commits adultery,
it is simply not an option.
Moreover, if you divorce your
spouse and marry another then
that second marriage is not a
legitimate marriage but rather
an adulterous relationship in
God's eyes no matter how
accepted it is in the eyes of sinful man. If you marry then it is for life and God will hold you
accountable for that.
Marriage has been under attack more intensively during the last thirty years than at any other
time in western history. It is not a coincidence that during this period we have given women total
equality in both the world and the church. This is the underlying root cause of the destruction of
the family. It was noted earlier that at one time the church so gave in to the dominant worldly
values of racism that not only could very few if any, be found to say something against it, but
apparently few of the men of God that day and age were even aware that such values were
wrong.
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The sin in that case was worldliness; a lack of necessary separation from the world's sindefiled carnal mindset and ideological values This is not to condemn or criticize anyone of that
generation but is to warn of the constant danger that the church must guard against in every age.
In our age however, the most beloved and cherished values are two-total equality, what political
philosophers call egalitarianism, and tolerance.
These two twin virtues of our age are the reason why it is no longer socially acceptable to
condemn such sins as homosexuality or idolatry. Part of the church's calling is to raise up a
standard against the ungodly values of the world and though it will offend, if it is the truth we
must not shrink from proclaiming it no matter who we offend. The break-up of the family has
been attributed to everything except giving women equality, which is why no one has been able
to restore what the
ideological revolution of
the sixties has taken
away. If all the doctors
misdiagnose the disease
then it will be hard to
find a medicine to which
the patient will respond.
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