JAGERMEISTER-SPONSORED, FRITZ’S POLKA BAND!!!!!!!!!!
July 16, 2005:  75th Birthday Bash for FPB Member, Fred Scherz Sr.-----Rome, NY
This was an awesome day to begin with, as there was a special recognition dinner for my Dad, Fred Scherz Sr., held at the Franklin Hotel in Rome, NY.  Verona Town Supervisor, Dave Reed and Oneida County Executive, Joe Griffo, both took time out of their busy schedules to recognize Fred, by declaring July 18, 2005 (Fred’s birthday) “Fred Scherz Sr. Day” throughout not only the Town of Verona, but also the entire Oneida County!  Fred also received a special plaque from the President of the Ag-Radio Network (and good friend of the Scherz family for many, many years), Ed Slusarczyk, a special letter from New York State Governor, George Pataki, a special proclamation from U.S. Congressman, Sherry Boehlert, and even a picture from the President of the United States, George Bush!  Fred also received many tremendous gifts from his friends.  Plus, not to mention that there were about 100 of Fred’s family and good friends that attended the recognition dinner to show their support.  This was just a truly incredible experience.  And if you weren’t there, you missed out big time!
Now for the “dance” portion of the 75th Birthday Bash.  This took place at the Rome Polish Home, starting about 6:15pm.  And of course, many of the FPB Fan Club attended, members of the Scherz family, and many great friends.  And if you weren’t here either, you missed out big time, too!  FPB Fan Club Member, Frank Buda performed during FPB’s intermissions, too!  Here’s the set list from tonight’s ripping and cranking, fun-filled gig:

1st set:  

1. Happy Birthday (to Fred)

2. Here Is Fritz’s Polka Band / The Party’s Just Begun

3. I Want To Call You Sweetheart

4. Edelweis

5. FPB On Tap

6. Jeanette’s Waltz

7. Green, Green Grass Of Home

8. Nancy’s Polka

9. Grandparent’s Polka

10. So Far Away (special guest & FPB Fan Club Member, Bonnie O’Dell sang beautiful harmony on this tune!)

11. Songs Of Yesterday

12. Polka Time In The Morning

13. Boonville Polka

14. Silver Wings  (special guest & FPB Fan Club Member, Gus Rautenberg played accordion on this tune!)

15. Maple Waltz  (special guest & FPB Fan Club Member, Gus Rautenberg played accordion on this tune!)

16. Helena Polka  (special guest & FPB Fan Club Member, Gus Rautenberg played accordion on this tune!)

2nd set:  

1. Fire Up!

2. Knockin’ On Heaven’s Door

3. Mikey J’s Polka (requested button-box tune)

4. Gabe’s Polka (button-box tune)

5. Marian’s Waltz (button-box tune)

6. Skippy’s Polka (button-box tune)

7. Please Don’t Wait ‘Til Tomorrow

8. In Heaven There Is No Beer

9. La De Da Oberek (requested)

10. Oh, Alice Dear

11. John’s Polka

12. Blue Skirt Waltz (requested)

13. Crying My Heart Out Over You

14. Havin’ Fun

15. Good Hearted Woman

3rd set:

1. Barbara Polka (special guest & FPB Fan Club Member, Betty Miller played accordion on this tune!)

2. Szla Dzieweczka  (special guest & FPB Fan Club Member, Betty Miller played accordion on this tune!)

3. Gypsy Girl Polka  (special guest & FPB Fan Club Member, Betty Miller played accordion on this tune!)

4. Red Raven Polka (requested)

5. November Waltz

6. Zeller’s Yodel Tune (special guest & FPB Fan Club Member, Bob Zeller did some yodels on this tune!)

7. Our Swiss Friends  (special guest & FPB Fan Club Member, Bob Zeller did some yodels on this tune!)

8. Bubble’s Polka (requested)

9. The Wutch

10. Today I Started Loving You Again

11. Thank You All / E – I – O 

Next up, tomorrow we play at the St. Hyacinth Picnic in Auburn, NY, starting at 4pm……
