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On May 30, 2008, Jagermeister-sponsored Fritz’s Polka Band is releasing a new CD of all original tunes entitled “Reflections,” which was recorded at Tuffy’s Barn in Sangerfield, NY.  Below are the track listings, followed by some comments from FPB:
1. It’s A Jager Party:   Fritz wrote this up-tempo, party-themed song as sort of a tribute to FPB’s sponsor, Jagermeister.  Since becoming a Jager band in December 2002, Jagermeister has done so much to support Fritz’s Polka Band.  The song includes a mention of “The Jagerettes and Jimi (1st Jager Tour manager) they bring all the cheer.”  If you’ve ever been to a Jager show, then you know this is true!
2. Scherz’s Polka:   Fred wrote this Swiss-style, instrumental polka as a musical way of paying honor to his family and heritage.  
3. Life On Earth:   Fred wrote this touching ballad (with rather serious lyrics) prior to having surgery.  The premise of this song is basically that life is short so make the most of it.  During the last time through on the chorus, Fritz plays a vintage Hammond Organ, which you can hear softly underneath Tom’s lead vocals and Fritz’s harmony vocals.  At 5:52, this is the longest tune ever written by a member of Fritz’s Polka Band, and probably one of the most serious tunes.  
4. Havin’ Fun:   Fritz wrote this festive song about havin’ fun, just as the title implies, and the guys in FPB play it like they’re havin’ fun!  It tells a story of Fritz, hanging out at home with a Jager drink and “waiting for the guys to come over and jam.”  The next verse tells how it’s time to “toast to our friends and then plug the amps in.”  After the first play through, the 3rd verse continues with “let’s load up our gear and head on down the road.”  In other words, FPB is off to another gig.  After the final play through, the last verse wraps up with “FPB is here and you’re gonna have some fun.”  True words, indeed.
5. Oh, Alice Dear:   Fred wrote this sentimental waltz in honor of his sister, Alice.  Growing up during the depression, it tells of a brother’s love for his sister.  
6. It Started With A Kiss:   Fritz wrote this song shortly after seeing a pregnant woman at a Colgate football game wearing a maternity shirt with an arrow pointing to her belly with the words “It Started With A Kiss” above the arrow.  Fritz immediately thought that’d be a fun song title.  Hence, the tune It Started With A Kiss, complete with silly lyrics.  FPB friend, Rocko Dorsey plays some nice lead guitar on the 2nd parts, as well as the instrumental 1st part after the 2nd part.  Rocko gives the tune a nice driving touch and provides a steel guitar-like run in the instrumental 1st part.  
7. November Waltz:   Fred and Fritz started co-writing this tune on the FPB bus ride home from Cleveland, Ohio on November 28, 2004.  The bus was filled with the guys in FPB and their families, along with members of the FPB Fan Club.  It was during this trip (November 27, 2004) that Fred became the 1st person in New York State to be inducted into the Cleveland-Style Polka Hall of Fame in Euclid, Ohio!  This autobiographical song is a lyrical tribute to the entire trip, and includes the names of everyone that rode on the bus.  And yes, Jagermeister was on board, too!  This trip is definitely one of the highlights in FPB history!
(over, please)
8. Walter’s Polka:   Fred wrote this polka to honor his great friend of many years, Walter Ostanek.  Fritz’s Polka Band and Walter Ostanek & his band have performed at quite a few of the same events for over 10 years!  This song tells the story of friendship and the musical bond.  Walter is a 3-time Grammy Award winner, also known as “Canada’s Polka King,” and for being a great musician.  Over the years, Fritz and Fred have appeared on stage many times with Walter.  Fritz even appears on one of Walter’s recordings that was nominated for a Grammy Award!  
9. Please Don’t Wait ‘Til Tomorrow:    Fred wrote this serious ballad (done in waltz tempo) too, prior to having surgery.  He remembered his Mother many years ago having said “when you get older, each month just seems like a day.”  The lyrics reflect that theme as well as the importance of not being afraid to tell that loved one just how much you really do love them, as tomorrow is never a guarantee for any of us.  The 4th verse opens with “When it’s over, it’s over forever.  And then, it’s too late to say,” while the 5th verse includes “When the big tent comes down forever, it will be too late to say.”  In other words, once you’re gone, it’s too late to say what you should’ve said when you were still here.  If you love someone, be sure to tell them.  
10. Mississippi:    Fred wrote this fun ditty with Tom helping him on the lyrics.  The song is not based on a true story or really anything.  Instead, it just tells a fictional tale of FPB going somewhere in Mississippi and encountering some difficulties along the way.  The song features Rick starting out the opening parts of the song on the ride cymbal, Tom handling vocals and doing some nice guitar fills, Fred paying harmonica on a few parts, an active bass line by Gabe, rich guitar chords by Frank, and also fancy keyboard work from Fritz.
11. Too Afraid To Fall:    Fritz wrote this tune with the thought in mind of someone that really likes someone else, but is too afraid to tell that person.  Hence, the title Too Afraid To Fall.  The person who’s the subject of the song knows in their mind what they’d say to the other person, but ultimately never does anything about it out of fear of rejection.  Fritz handles the lead vocals while Gabe does harmony vocals.  This song includes some minor chords and features Fritz playing some parts on the Hammond Organ.
12. After Polka Time:    This upbeat tune written and sung by Fritz tells the story in the first few verses of someone who is so tired out the next day after spending the night before doing the polka with that someone special.  The second batch of verses tells “It’s hard to stay awake today after polka time in the morning with you.”  The moral of the story (or tune, in this case) is doing the polka is rather physical and can be quite tiring.  Hence, the title of this song.  FPB Recording Engineer, Jim Barnes, adds some nice harmony vocals, too.  Be sure to listen closely the complex 2nd part of this song.
13. When I Last Saw You:  If you listen closely to the lyrics of the song, it could tell the story of how someone feels when they miss something or someone.  In this case, Fritz actually wrote this mellow tune based on his relationship with the stage, and how he misses the stage when he’s not playing a gig.  Fritz plays the Hammond Organ on this tune, too, which provides a nice mellow background to the lyrics, and a pretty foreground during the instrumental portion of the tune.
14. The Trip Is Over:  Fritz wrote this tune based on the story of someone who has wanted to play more gigs in a band.  Then, once that person is given the opportunity to play more gigs, the person starts doing things that jeopardize that opportunity and bad things seem to happen.  In the end, the person quits playing.  Hence, the title of this song.  Toward the end of the song, on the last time through the second part, Fred kicks the tune into overdrive with his patented bellows shake, which takes the tune to a lively ending.
15. Bonus Track:  Walter’s Polka (Kravos mix):  This is basically the same tune as Track #8, except for it features some great special guests, including Walter Ostanek on accordion, Ron Sluga on banjo, and Bob Kravos on accordion, Solovox, and piano!  These guests bring the Slovenian-style to this song.  Walter, as mentioned in the credits for Track #8, is a Grammy Award winner, and has been nominated multiple times for Grammys.  Ron and Bob have both been nominated multiple times for Grammys, too.  Bob Kravos recorded the special guests onto this song in his studio in Chardon, Ohio.  The guys in FPB are thrilled to have these great musicians on this recording.  More importantly, the guys in FPB are honored to call Walter, Ron, and Bob friends!
