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On December 19, 2006, Fritz’s Polka Band is planning on releasing their first Christmas album, “It’s Christmas Time,” which was recorded on November 19, 24-26, 2006 at Tuffy’s Barn in Sangerfield, NY.  Below are the track listings, followed by some comments from FPB:
1. It’s Christmas Time:   This is based on an original FPB tune, It’s Jager Time, that Fritz wrote, and that appeared on FPB’s 2005 release, “FPB On Tap.”  For this recording, Fritz tweaked the lyrics to reflect the Christmas season.
2. Santa Claus Polka:   Fritz started (but didn’t finish) writing the music and lyrics to this song on November 9, 2006, while on his way to work.  When FPB went into the studio to do the “It’s Christmas Time” recording sessions, Fritz hadn’t wrote a second part or finished all of the lyrics.  So, while Rick was getting his drums set up and Jim (FPB’s recording engineer) was arranging the microphones for the drums, Fritz completed the lyrics and second part on the spot.  Upon going through the tune a couple of times with the other guys in FPB, this tune was put to tape (yes, tape….FPB still uses analog recording with 2 inch tape) on the first take.  
3. White Christmas:   This is an old Christmas favorite for many years, and Tom handles lead vocals on this tune.  Fritz does harmony vocals and plays a Hammond C3 organ on this tune, too.
4. The Party’s Just Begun (Christmas version):   The original version of this tune that Fritz wrote appears on “The Party’s Just Begun” that FPB released in 2000.  For this release, Fritz changed the lyrics to have more of a Christmas theme.
5. A Christmas Wish:   This is a song that the late Frank Yankovic and Joey Miskulin wrote quite a few years ago.  The guys in FPB have always liked this tune, and wanted to include it on this recording as sort of a tribute to Frank, who was a good friend of theirs for many years, and to Joey, who is one of the best accordionists ever.   Fritz sings lead vocals and plays the Hammond C3 organ, while Fred sings harmony.
6. It’s A Christmas Party:   This is a brand new tune that Fritz wrote.  The original title is It’s A Jager Party, which honors FPB’s sponsor, Jagermeister.  But, for this Christmas recording, Fritz tweaked the lyrics to reflect having fun at a Christmas party, FPB-style, and even drinking some “eggnog, Jager, and beer!”
7. Silver Bells:   This has been a favorite Christmas waltz of FPB for years, so the guys wanted to include it on this CD.  You’ll notice the Hammond C3 organ in the song intro, during the instrumental verse, and at the conclusion of the song.
8. It’s Saturday Night (Christmas version):   Fritz and Fred wrote the original version of this song  in 2000, and it appears on FPB’s “The Party’s Just Begun” CD.  Again, for the Christmas theme, Fritz changed the lyrics a bit.
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9. Blue Christmas:   Many different musicians have recorded this mellow song over the years, and one version that really sticks out to FPB is the way the late Frank Yankovic did it.  The members of FPB have always enjoyed the way Frank made songs so special.  So, the guys in FPB thought this song would be a good song to include on “It’s Christmas Time.”  The Hammond C3 organ can be heard in the background throughout this song.
10. It’s Christmas Time (Waltz version):   This is a waltz version of an original FPB polka tune, It’s Jager Time, that Fritz wrote, and that appeared on “FPB On Tap.”  When planning for the “It’s Christmas Time” recording sessions, Rick came up with the idea to try slowing It’s Christmas Time down, and making it more of a ballad.  So, Fritz tweaked the music & lyrics, and this is the end result.   The mellow chords you hear throughout the tune in the background were Fritz playing the Hammond C3 organ.
11. It Doesn’t Matter (Holiday version):   When Fritz wrote the original version of this tune (which appears on FPB’s 2001 release, “The Party Continues”), it was to address the people that say some people don’t know how to dance the polka.  FPB has always felt that as long as people were dancing and having fun, it didn’t matter how they danced.  Hence, the title It Doesn’t Matter.  So, for this CD, knowing that everyone doesn’t celebrate the Holiday Season the same, Fritz changed the lyrics to reflect that.  
12. Silent Night:   Again, an old Christmas favorite.  This tune has special meaning to Fritz, as when Fritz was growing up, when he’d attend Christmas Eve church service with his Mom and Dad, this song was always sung with the lights out and people holding candles.  It certainly made the song even more moving.  Once Fritz’s mom, Shirley, passed away (December 4, 1991), ever since then, when Fritz hears (or sings) this song, it brings back memories of those church services of years gone by, makes him think of his Mom, and brings tears to his eyes.  During the playback of this song in the recording studio (while Fritz was still in the vocal booth), the tears started to flow once again.  This song was given even more special meaning to Fritz, as Fritz’s wife, Kathy, and two daughters, Katherine and Marissa, made their recording debut, and sang as a background chorus on the third verse of this tune (along with Fred’s wife, Nancy Scherz and recording engineer, Jim Barnes).   The first verse was done without any drums; then the drums come in during the second verse; and for the third verse, the volume of the Hammond C3 was increased and the chorus joined in.  FPB did the song this way, as it was intended to build emotion.  The guys in FPB hope you can feel the emotion in this song.
