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On December 19, 2006, Fritz’s Polka Band is planning on releasing their first live album, “Live at the New York State Fair.”  This was recorded during FPB’s performance (third set) on August 28, 2006 at the New York State Fair in Syracuse, NY.  Below are the track listings, followed by some comments from FPB:
1. Here Is Fritz’s Polka Band:  This has been the theme song for Fritz’s Polka Band since 1978, and the studio version appears on FPB’s first album, Fritz’s Polka Band, released in 1982.  FPB usually (but not always) plays this song at the beginning of their gigs, then segues into another tune.
2. The Party Continues:  The studio version of this song was on FPB’s “The Party Continues” recording, released in 2001.  It’s a festive tune with an FPB edge, and lets everyone know that “the band (FPB) is ready to play steady, all of your favorite songs.”
3. It Doesn’t Matter:  The studio version of this tune was also on FPB’s “The Party Continues” recording.  Fritz wrote this tune to address the people that say some people don’t know how to dance the polka.  FPB figures that as long as people are dancing and having fun, “It Doesn’t Matter how they choose to polka, as long as it feels good” to them.
4. Another Polka Dance:  The studio version of this song was on FPB’s “For All Our Friends” recording, released in 1998.  The tune kicks it up a notch when it goes to the second part.  The song is simply intended to be a fun tune, and indicate “FPB is glad to be here….here at Another Polka Dance!”  
5. A Song For Mother:  A very, very special tune written by Fred Scherz Sr.  Fred’s mother used to say that “when you get older, time sure flies by, and each month just seems like a day.”  Of course, when people are young, they don’t fully understand what’s meant by that.  But, once one starts to get older, those words sure ring true.  This song means a lot to Fritz, too, as his mother, Shirley passed away in 1991.  So, each time he sings this, it brings back thoughts of his mother, and the emotions start to build.  The studio recording of this song appears on FPB’s “The Party Continues.”
6. Square Green Bottle:  This is one of three fun songs that Fritz wrote for FPB’s great sponsor, Jagermeister.  In the few years that FPB has been sponsored by Jagermeister (since December 2002), Jagermeister has done so much for FPB.  FPB’s studio version of this tune appears on “FPB On Tap,” released in 2005.
7. It’s Saturday Night:  Fred and Fritz co-wrote the music to this song, while Fritz wrote the lyrics.  The inspiration came from years of having so many great gigs on Saturday nights.  So, the song pretty much wrote itself.  The studio version of this tune appears on “The Party’s Just Begun” which was released in 2000.  
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8. Green, Green Grass Of Home:  This is an old country tune that Fred and Tom had played for quite a few years, and is a favorite of FPB to cover.  Although FPB wasn’t planning on doing this tune at the 2006 New York State Fair, Fritz received a special request via e-mail to include it.  So, that’s just what FPB did.  Fritz sings lead, while Tom harmonizes and does a recitation during the tune.  FPB did a studio recording of this song in 1996, and it appears on that year’s FPB release, “Give Polka Music A Chance.”  
9. Grandparent’s Polka:  Being a proud grandparent himself, Fred wrote this tune as a way to honor any grandparent, and to shed some insight on things grandparents do, like telling stories and having good times with family.  The studio version of this tune appears on FPB’s “FPB On Tap” recording.  As a twist to their usual song structure, FPB plays the second part three times through at the end, including a rousing bellows shake courtesy of Fred.  
10. Chime Bells:  Tom does this song every now and then, as it’s a great opportunity to showcase his yodeling skill, and almost always results in the audience clapping along (like on this recording).  The studio version of this song appears on FPB’s eclectic 2003 release, “A Taste Of Switzerland.”
11. Fire Up!:  Gabe wrote this fun song, as he was inspired by Fred always jokingly saying, “Let’s Fire Up” and “Is you ready?”  The guys in FPB like to joke around and purposely don’t always speak “proper” English.    Gabe plays electric guitar (instead of his usual bass guitar) on this tune, while Frank plays bass guitar.  The studio version appears on “The Party’s Just Begun.”
12. All Night Long:  Fritz wrote this tune, and the studio version appears on FPB’s 1998 release, “For All Our Friends.”  This is an FPB favorite, and the second part features a complex series of notes.  Additionally, it gives Fred the opportunity to show how he does the bellows shake (the last time through on the second part).
13. E – I – O:   This is a silly tune written by the late Frank Yankovic, who was a good friend of Fritz’s Polka Band.  Sometimes, FPB throws this tune on the end of a song (as done on this recording), and then puts a big FPB “Verona-style” finish with it (as was done at the New York State Fair).  
14. God Bless America:  FPB plays this song to wrap up select gigs, and decided to do so at the New York State Fair in 2006.  It’s quite intense when the audience stands up, many (if not all) hold hands, and they sing right along with FPB.  
