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Topeka Firm Challenges KHPA Healthcare “Road Map”
Topeka, KS: Scott Day of Day Insurance Solutions, LLC of Topeka, KS, challenged the Kansas Health Policy Authority (KHPA) Board on their universal health insurance program “Road Map” which was announced at the KHPA Board meeting on Tuesday, June 19 in Topeka.
The KHPA announced a “Road Map” to universal health insurance coverage in Kansas that would include:

· A mandate requiring small business owners to provide health insurance for employees.
· A mandate requiring all citizens to purchase health insurance including a penalty garnering their KS income tax return. 
· A health insurance Connector program to purchase plans from the State of KS based off of the Massachusetts program model.

· A Tobacco tax to help pay for the cost of the program

According to Day “It is fortunate that Massachusetts could show us ‘what not to do’.” Some of the problems that Massachusetts is having with their program include:
· High priced insurance premiums in the Connector. KS has the same problem in our current State of KS employee program. Health insurance in the individual market in KS is 33 to 40% cheaper than the plans offered to State employees. Why would you subject Kansans to these premiums when we already have a healthy, vibrant market?

· Connector’s LIMIT access to affordable health insurance. In Massachusetts, the Commonwealth Care program is down to four insurance companies. And in many counties and cities there is only one plan available.

· Due to the high prices of the plans and a fear of public backlash, Massachusetts has temporarily waived 20% of the population from the mandate to buy insurance. 
· Due to the lack of compliance by it’s citizens, Massachusetts has extended its deadline to purchase insurance from July 1 to November 1.

· In 2006, Massachusetts estimated the Connector plan to cost $750 million per year. Their 2008 Connector budget was recently approved at $1.725 Billion.

Day went on to say “Ninety percent of Kansan’s already have health insurance and are not going to be for this. Kansan’s are not going to be for employer mandates and individual mandates. Of the 10% of the uninsured population, half of them are the “indestructibles”, healthy people under the age of 44 who do have access and can get affordable health insurance. 2% of our populations are the uninsurable who only have access to the High Risk Pool. So, in reality we are talking about assisting 3% of our population and I hardly call that a crisis.

