A MOMENT OF MEDITATION
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What if the fulfillment of God's greatest promises depended upon my faithfulness? Ouch! That's a tough one. But Matthew 1:23-24 emphasize just that point.  It shows how the act of obedience played out with Joseph and Mary. In very simple and straight forward terms, Matthew tells how God spoke His Will through the prophets and angels as well as how Joseph and Mary obeyed what God told them to do. That's still the same way God's promises come true today. God uses the simple act of obedience in matters large and small to bring about His promises. We will not always know why God calls us to a certain task, challenge, or opportunity, but we can be sure that He will always use our faithfulness to that assigned task for our greater good and to bring glory to Him.

Let us pray:

Heavenly Father, I know that you uniquely made me and gave me a specific purpose and part to play in the redemption process. Please, Lord, help me value my place in Your plan whether it seems large or small and help me to fulfill my role faithfully. I don't want to envy the ability of others or minimize the gifts You have given me. May I bring You honor by living out the purpose you have for my life.

Father, I also just want to take a moment today to thank You for all of Your generous gifts. Thank You for your blessed assurance of love; thank You for people of faith who believe and act on your Word, thank You for the Holy Spirit who leads us into Your Divine Will, and most of all, thank You for Your Son and my Savior, Jesus Christ. For these gifts, and so many others, I so often take for granted, I give You thanks today. You are so wonderful and your love is greater than I can imagine. Help me to fulfill Your promises and bring Jesus into the lives of others. In Jesus' name I pray. Amen.
Matthew 1:18-25 (NLT)

18 Now this is how Jesus the Messiah was born. His mother, Mary, was engaged to be married to Joseph. But while she was still a virgin, she became pregnant by the Holy Spirit. 
19 Joseph, her fiancée‚, being a just man, decided to break the engagement quietly, so as not to disgrace her publicly.


20 As he considered this, he fell asleep, and an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream. "Joseph, son of David," the angel said, "do not be afraid to go ahead with your marriage to Mary. For the child within her has been conceived by the Holy Spirit. 
21 And she will have a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins." 

22 All of this happened to fulfill the Lord's message through his prophet: 

23 "Look! The virgin will conceive a child! She will give birth to a son, and he will be called Immanuel (meaning, God is with us)."
24 When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord commanded. He brought Mary home to be his wife, 
25 but she remained a virgin until her son was born. And Joseph named him Jesus. 

