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(Ephesians 1:7)  

 
Central Truth: Let’s expect God to do greater things by His Spirit 

within us than we can imagine. 

“In Christ we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness 
of sins, in accordance with the riches of God's grace.” Ephesians 
1:7  

It's happening again! Spring is calling my mind to the resurrection! 
I do not want to start a discussion with those who might prefer a 
different climate, but I love four seasons. There are few things 
which excite me more than the first daffodils breaking the soil and 
bursting forth with their lovely blooms. They signal the end of the 
of winter. 

It’s a  reminder of that great Springtime of God, the resurrection to 
eternal life. A time when the heat of summer and the dread of 
winter vanish into the joy of everlasting life! This reminder is what 
really fuels my joy this season of the year.    

Mississippi is in full resurrection today. The pattern continues. 
First the daffodils and then the gorgeous blooms. Now along with 
everything else, the azaleas are bursting out with radiant bloom. 
Yet, with beauty at every turn, there is nothing here to compare to 
what lies before the child of God when he or she accepts the 
resurrection as a lifestyle.  

That is what the Scriptures mean when they say, "No eye has seen, 
no ear has heard, and no mind has imagined what God has 
prepared for those who love him." But we know these things 
because God has revealed them to us by His Spirit, and His Spirit 



 
2

searches out everything and shows us even God's deep secrets." 
(I Corinthians 2:9-10 NLT)  

The soft warm breezes sweep in and comfort us. The days are 
warmer and the sun’s light extends deeper into the 
day. Shoots of new growth break their way free 
from the moist soil and suddenly appear almost 
overnight on the long dead fingers of our trees. 
Blossoms burst into color. Birds sing. Rain falls. 

Life is renewed across the land. Ah! The gift of spring.   

Now if only spring could come to the cold world of the spiritually 
struggling — the weary world of broken hearts, the dried souls of 
the burned out and the languishing love of the lukewarm.  

Is springtime of the Spirit possible? I mean REALLY possible, not 
just some church-hype thing to get people all juiced up? 
Something we can genuinely expect to happen in our world? Can 
God burst through the deadened fingers of despair and hard-
packed soil of closed hearts?  

Jesus said, “If you then, though you are evil, know how to give 
good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in 
heaven give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!” (Luke 11:13)  

So why don’t we ask?  

Jesus’ brother James reminds us, “You do not have, because you 
do not ask God. When you ask, you do not receive, because you 
ask with wrong motives, that you may spend what you get on your 
pleasures.” (James 4:2-3)  

So why don’t we ask?  

When the early Church was facing a stern test with the threat of 
vicious persecution, they asked for boldness and received an 
outpouring of the Spirit to minister with courage and power. (Acts 
4:30-31)  

So why don’t we ask?  

When Paul was worried about the spiritual vitality of the Christians 
in Asia Minor he prayed: “For this reason I kneel before the Father, 
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from whom his whole family in heaven and on earth derives its 
name. I pray that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen you 
with power through his Spirit in your inner being...” (Ephesians 
3:14-16)  

So this Spring let’s ask!  

Every time the blessing of spring pierces through the distractions 
of our lives and blesses us, let’s ask! Every time we have concern 
for Christians, the Church, or even ourselves, let’s ask! Let’s ask 
for a springtime of the Spirit.  

Let’s ask with unwavering hearts. Let’s ask without doubting. Let’s 
ask fully expecting God to send a time or renewal to parched 
hearts, drooping wills, languishing spirits, and troubled souls. And 
when we do, let’s expect God to do greater things by his Spirit 
within us than we can imagine!  

“Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask 
or imagine, according to his power that is at work within us, to him 
be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all 
generations, for ever and ever! Amen.” (Ephesians 3:20-21) 

Although the beauty of spring never fails to excite me, there is 
deep within me, and you as well I suspect, a desire 
that far exceeds the longing for springtime. King 
David said it best.  

One thing I asked of the Lord, that will I seek after: 
to live in the house of the Lord all the days of my life, to behold the 
beauty of the Lord .... (Psalm 27:4 NRS)  
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