Melva's Corner      

“WE HAVE TO DREAM BIG AND DARE TO FALL.”
August 21, 2006
(Acts 2:17) 

Central Truth: The vision must be followed by the venture!
Vision is an idea greater than the present. Not long before his 89th birthday, Norman D. Vaughn returned to the icebound continent and became the first person in history to scale the 10,302-foot Antarctic mountain Byrd had discovered and named for him 65 years before. “You don’t hear much about people with a dream today,” he says. “It’s almost as if they’re afraid to discover what they’re individually capable of. But all of us have more inside of us than we believe possible. To bring it out, we have to dream big and dare to fall.” 

I believe that Vaughn is right. We don’t dream big anymore. We lack the courage to achieve. The early believers knew that within them was something big. Peter would declare that in the last days God would pour out his spirit on mankind and “your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams.” (Acts 2:17). 
Where are those men and women of daring faith and courage today? Oh, how I long to be among God’s people who are visionaries and dreamers of the impossible, because they know the power that God has put within them!

All dreams are future-oriented. Helpful ones are clear and vivid in their description of some desirable state of affairs. They channel energy and inspire commitment. They rally others to you and to your vision of the future.
What about it? Are you pursuing a great dream? Or are you just drifting? Here are some things to ponder . . . 

· Our dream needs to stretch you. When you put it into words, it should produce an audible gulp. Dreams should be big enough and noble enough that they challenge the best in you and the people around you. 
· You must reduce your dream to specific goals. Until you do, it has no handles to grab. Without specific goals, you have no idea whether you are getting closer to realizing it. "Do a better job at work" and "Lose some weight" aren't helpful; "Increase sales 20% by December 1" and "Lose 15 pounds by October 15," on the other hand, mean something definite and allow you to measure progress. 
· Dreamers must be flexible. People who do worthwhile things never abandon their ultimate vision but often have to change their strategies along the way. . .
If you can't tell yourself where you want to be at the end of this year, it will likely be lackluster and without much sense of fulfillment. Vance Havner's words are noteworthy: "The vision must be followed by the venture. It is not enough to stare up the steps — we must step up the stairs." 
A proper vision potentiates its past by allowing room for new thoughts and ideas, many of which may have yet to be conceived or discovered. 
Vision is vital to faith. The Holy Spirit says “faith is the substance of things hoped for.” Faith, therefore, is not some ethereal thing. Faith has substance. It is reality based. But it also allows for the undiscovered, yet hope for. It is a remarkable blend of the best of both worlds. It has substance and hope. 
Abraham is one of the greatest characters of faith in all the Bible. When he was called by God out of his comfortable homeland in Ur to a land and people not yet known to him except in Divine promise, he was given a great vision of what God was going to bring to pass through him. It was a vision Abraham needed to germinate in his mind and spirit. He needed to see with hope beyond each plodding footstep. With his faith invigorated by a great vision as a people more numerous than the sands of the seashore, Abraham was empowered not only to make this great pilgrimage himself, but to father a nation and be a mighty leader.
We can only begin to imagine the strength of mind and resolve required by Jesus to go to the cross and there suffer and die. But we are not left without valuable insight into the power invigorating His faith and leadership. I say leadership, because He is the head of the body, which is the Church, and we are each one called to take up our cross and follow after Him. Jesus was not just a cross bearer, but the leader of the myriad of cross bearers He calls to follow Him into the Father’s joyful presence. 
Paul informs us of Christ, “who for the joy set before Him endured the cross.” Here is a glimpse into the vision of Christ. He saw not only the momentary afflictions He was to face, but also He was able to look ahead — to see into heaven and the joy awaiting Him there. With that vision, He was empowered to take up His own cross, and to lead us to take up our crosses and follow in His footsteps into the blessings of heaven and the joy of our Lord waiting there. 
Conversely, a lack of such vision hinders and handicaps people. When the children of Israel first spied out the Promised Land, ten of the twelve spies had no vision beyond the temporal. They saw only substantial earthly enemies. Their vision was not large enough to encompass the innumerable host of heaven that God could bring to bear on their behalf. With such a limited vision, they were doomed to the wilderness wanderings. Peter fell into the same limited vision when he was walking to Jesus on the water. When his vision left the power of the Lord and focused on the dangers at hand, he sank! 
What, then, are the lessons for God’s people today? 
First, get to the high ground. Move up to God’s perspective. See the world through Christ-like eyes. It is only from such a vantage point that one may ever hope to catch a glimpse of the Divine way opened for humanity through Christ. 
Second, see where God wants His people to go. Imagine what He has in store for those who love and honor Him. Such a vision is empowering. Such a vision, when it enters your spiritual eyes will cause your countenance to radiate hope and resolve, enticing others to follow your example.    
Third, give your new vision substance. Take up your cross and walk. Obey what God has called you to do with your life and do it as the thing in which your renewed heart delights. With a guiding vision, Christian service may be arduous but it is now more joy than duty. You see beyond the task through to the joy! The “task at hand” is not nearly as important as the “hand at the task.” 
So the steps are: Get to higher ground, see where God wants His people to go and give your visions and dreams substance. 
Let’s follow the vision with the venture!
Scriptural References:

I will pour out my Spirit upon all people. Your sons and daughters will prophesy, your young men will see visions, and your old men will dream dreams. (Acts 2:17)
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