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Melva's Corner
WHO’S JUDGING WHO?
August 28, 2006
(John 7:20-24)

Central Truth: We need to go beyond appearances.
"You are demon-possessed," the crowd answered. "Who is trying to kill you?" 

Jesus said to them, "I did one miracle, and you are all astonished. Yet, because Moses gave you circumcision (though actually it did not come from Moses, but from the patriarchs), you circumcise a child on the Sabbath. Now if a child can be circumcised on the Sabbath so that the law of Moses may not be broken, why are you angry with me for healing the whole man on the Sabbath? Stop judging by mere appearances, and make a right judgment" (John 7:20-24 NIV). 
The religious leaders of Jesus' day were trying every way possible to trap Jesus. They constantly questioned Him on the Law and how He applied it. They were so sure that He could not possibly be the Messiah, based on all outward appearances that they were willing to kill Him if necessary to get rid of Him. He responds with these biting words, "Stop judging by mere appearances, and make a right judgment." 
What a challenge! It was a challenge for them and it is a challenge for us. 
These people thought they were right. Based on what they saw, what they heard, and what they understood, they thought Jesus was either a liar or a lunatic. Based on what appeared to be the reality, they could not accept Him. Jesus criticized them for it. We criticize them for it. 
Unfortunately, we do the same thing. We hear about something that happens, and way too often we immediately assume things. We base our opinions and discussions on what we want to be right, what we think is right, or what appears to be right. We make our judgments based on those assumptions. 
Sometimes our judgments are wrong because our information is wrong. Sometimes our assumptions are wrong because we refuse to accept what is true. So we take what we are given, either without question or without examination, then we make up our mind, "This is the truth." Nothing can convince us otherwise. 

Jesus said, "Make a right judgment." 
We need to go beyond appearances. We need to get beneath the obvious and dig out the truth, whether it is what we want it to be or not. We must refuse to settle for what everyone else says is right, what everyone else believes is right, what everyone else likes, or what everyone else perceives to be the truth. We need to find out what is right and what it is that pleases God. 
It's so easy to point a finger at others when we're guilty of sin ourselves! That was the problem with the Pharisees. It wasn't just that they judged others — because some judgment is sometimes appropriate and necessary. The problem was the kind of judgment: their anxiousness to find fault in others while taking no time to examine their own lives. 
"And why do you look at the speck in your brother's eye, but do not consider the plank in your own eye? Or how can you say to your brother, 'Let me remove the speck from your eye'; and look, a plank is in your own eye? Hypocrite! First remove the plank from your own eye, and then you will see clearly to remove the speck from your brother's eye." (Matthew 7:3-4) 

We can settle for hearsay. We can be satisfied for apparent truths. We can settle for what we want to be right or what appears to be right. We can do that. But Jesus said, "Stop judging by mere appearances, and make a right judgment." 
We spend so much time questioning each other’s commitment to Jesus and so much time fighting over man-made rules, that we often forget about those people who are lost and hurting all around us. We forget to do God’s real work; ministering to those who are hungry for His word and His truth to come into their lives. 

We have the choice to open our eyes and commit ourselves to do God’s work here on earth. Rather than judging, we can reach out to lost souls — not just by telling them about God’s love, but by showing them how great God’s love is. We can be living witnesses to Jesus by how we live and how we treat one another. Others can look to us and say, “I want to be like them. I want what they have.” Then God’s grace will touch their hearts and make them ask, “How do I get it? What do they have that I don’t?” Remember what Jesus prayed? 
“My prayer is not for them [the apostles] alone. I pray also for those who will believe in me through their message, that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. May they also be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me.” John 17:20-21 

However, living this way hinges on whether or not we see Jesus in the people with whom we walk down life’s path. When we look at another person, do we see someone who is worthy of Christ’s message? Someone whom God loves beyond measure? Do we see Jesus Himself — forgotten, betrayed, hurting, and alone? Or do we see just another person on the path? 
Jesus said, “I tell you truly, whatever you did not do for one of the least of these, you did not do for me.” (Matthew 25:45)
Think about it a moment: shouldn’t our goal be to treat others as we would treat Jesus Himself? Isn’t this God’s real work in us? By opening our eyes to Jesus’ presence in the those around us, we will come to see His spirit transforming our own lives. We can say with the disciples of the Emmaus story, “Were not our hearts burning within us while He was speaking to us on the road...” (Luke 24:32) 
Let’s open our eyes. This opportunity is with us right now. Let’s not waste this chance to get to know the Jesus who is among us at this very moment.

Father, help me not to focus so much on the shortcomings of others that I fail to maintain my own relationship with you. In Jesus' name, Amen. 

Scriptural References:

“You judge by human standards; I pass judgment on no one. But if I do judge, my decisions are right, because I am not alone.  I stand with the Father, who sent me.” (John 8:15-16 NIV) 
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